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SINGERS' EXCUKSION.

BaLT LAKE CiTy, April 25.—Whalt
has peen tbe succees of the Taberuacle
choir choros in ils westero (rip aod
work? From toe poiot of pleasure
immeunse, exceeding even the World’s
Fair trip. Artistically—while pos so
tar-reaching 1o its effeuts, still decided-
]y more marked thao that in the
east, especially the choir work.
Fipapeially—within the limite of pos-
sibiljlies anticipated from the Hrsl, the
[roceeds and expensea beiog a very
ciose maich; far below (he apticipas
liops ol the wany over shnguine, and
the-possibilities under more favorable
circumstances, butl not below what we
werp prepated for, thapks lo our
modest oatculatione, a valuable lesson
which I pride myeelt in uot haviog lo
Le taught when tou lute for u:efuinees.

Permit me now L partlculsrize on
thess three poiots, Dleasure, srtistic
apd fipancial. The flrst was the chiel
and most imoperlunt lactor. The whole
aftair was (De oulgroWth o1 my owp
epjoy meut of Uasliferola, which
1 pave vow visited six times Jor
tiealth, rest sod plessure; my aitach-
meut (o Wy yoube tlogers who have
grown up sreund me, made it natural
jor me Lo with they cvuld enjoy what
always gave e r0 much plessure any
thelr delight, constaDY, ana unisigped,
oo thls trig, uae Leed u lull reward 1o
me for the foapeial riek f0 narrowly
run, apd tbe extra work of traloiug for
pearly a yeusr, oot to mestlon the care
and lubor of Lthe musical work of the
trip. ‘The frst day was Inade bright
by pieasant cwllings, anticlpations, ac-
quaintapce MmMAK.Dg and the joliy,
harmless fuo tbat naturally bubbles up
among & youlhtul merry crowd of
slogers.

The second morolog found usian a
gppw slorm, 1o the Blerra Nevada
mouptsines with mauny oo hoard ‘‘sea-
pigk** or ratber ‘‘iraip-elck,’’ oput be-
tween npioe aod ten o%lock 10 the
morpiog we had emerged from slorm
apd spowshed, and toe beauly and
erapdeur of the western siope kepl the
crowd 1o each of theseven magolficent
Pulimans giviug veolt to eonthuslastio
sxpoismatione of delight as they rushed
from side (o eide Lu catech s glimpae
pow al deep goIges, now al besulilul
green stretohes ahd forest, and soon al
bloom log orchards and hamlets dolting
the beautiful mountain side. Winter
glving way to spriog and summer, all
within a couple of hours, presvoied &
paporams woltbhy of the greatest enp-
thusigem. BY¥ LooD we had traversed
down the Valley pust siately oak-
bedotted jarme, any rese-embowered
homes to the capital, Bacramento. One
bhour for dinver and a brie! peep
arpund, and oD JowD Lhe valley to
Venicis, 1he wWater of river and bay
challenging the beautiful lapdscapes
for & clatm 0 our admiracion. Arriv.
log io Oakiand the singers went to the
chureh where pur concert was Lo lake
place, while our acoompsnyiog frieads
wenl gigot-seeing.

After the concert about filty erossed
the bay for Ban Fravcisco, the rest re-
tired tu their heds fu tbe Pullmans,
and were ferried acroes Weunesday
moroing. Lt waes one wWoirlof pleasure
sod excitement for the eniire five days
in Ban Francisco, each lollowing his
Oor her 0w inelinstions, Lbe shipe, the

park, the presidio, the Clift houre and
thal crowning attraction given with-
oct mopey aDd without price, Sutro
Heighls, were constautly besleged and
admired notwithetapnding the more
than usua! severity of the cold, damwp
oecesn wind—which played havee with
mapy & mueical throat. Apd then
thpse deltghtfui and wooderiul haths,
a perfect combination of utility,interest
and beauty. Our own Bsitalr pavilion
18 all right, 8o fur a8 it goes, but oh for
the audition of a littie of the peautifu)
lavished upon its Califuroia brother, a
tew score palme, tasteiully distributed,
a smail streten of a hupdred feet or
more io virdure, trees apd Howers
escD eige ¢f the approsching railroad
track, would be ecaTcely less reetful
io the weary, bestorobed supses
than tbe waler itsell,

impracticablt? ponsense! Not a bhuo-
drediin part s¢ muochk eo e the great
pavlilon itzell. 1t 1s our isck cf thal
demand for the benutilul thusl must
ore long aseert 1sell that permite oy to
imprieon oureelvea in the charmiug
olu palace while our leel loug tu treau
op mother earth, loeleay of the naru
uroel boatde, out eyes opn somethlog
lIving and greea L0 gonlrast the beau-
tliul expanee of surroundfog water, I
hesrd Loat Mr. Buiro expressed a wish
that pur choir ¢could have given a con-
cert in bis great bathiog paviliop. In
might seem abLsDrd, & cburch choir
sioging fio & Wbath house! But the
thought uside, I cauy iniok of nothing
more charmjnyg than a choros coocert
there, the chorus afranged over
the waterat a fuir distance and singiug
to a muliitude sealed lier upon tier
along the shore side—bul I uigress—
ope more attraction (?) save the mark!
tbough I blush 1o wdmit it was 2 pro-
mineut oD¢, Lhe Oltby, foul-amelling
too-noted Chinatowr. Here youth aod
meiden, who would loath themeelves
to be peeD ip more decent quiriers at
home, guzed not witboul some disgust
apd shamwe, on many &n uomeotion-
able sight simply because it is the
tbing o dJoio Ban Fraoeisco (I mean
ior the lourists),

I peed pot say thal all were sadly
overdolog themselves aond maklug
severe work of pleasure, untl] it was
ap absolutereliel to leave the charming
wide awake city, aod hie (0o the more
pure realme of pleasure aod beauty
found to Monterey and Dei Moopte,
It was like a clesnsiog bath forthe
sickened soul, the peaceiu), heautliui
surrounding= ot thls earthiy paracise.
Oh, how we did feast on the uveep blue
bay, as seen from the hille, anu Lhe
endless oharming opooks of the hotel
grounds, the returo rivce to BabD Jose,
that lovely jtowo of Lrees, flowern
and humap hebitallone. Alas we had
a shock here, the coocert hall was a
paro. Qur lair ladjes in whlte rohee
ehivered, apd the gales toat awept the
stage would huve been reslsticaily
dramatlic hsd we esung “Crowoey
with the tempest.’”’ The few looka on
my head were haplessly scallered lor
the night, Our charming audience
and the knowledge that jost ouieide the
roses grew io profusion, were our only
comforters. A charming ride to Baora-
mento, a general flower, orange and
Jemaon begging raid, auu pieasaptest
sudience (pDotwilhstandlog the rmip
poured outeide) voded our Califoruia
most plearant experience. Two
more jolly wolighte 1o the train

aoy one day over the deserl
brought the eod of the jouroer with
greatest pleasure of all, the meeting o!f
loved ones,

Atrlistically, what eort of work bave
we done? Of course I ecan ooply no-
swer this in a comparative eense.
Compared with our work st home,
numbers ccoeldered, we have kept np
at least Lo our best standard. We coulu
oot poeslbly equal the Jull cheir in
magrve eflects, but could perhaps ex-
cel it 1o attention to detatls, The oare=~
ful atteotion and determloation of
evary ingividual to do his or her Lest
hae heen almost beyond praise, thue
resulting in the very best the stale of
thelr voices and abhiity permilted, and
in almost every inetapnce the sloglug of
the full oboir has been very eatlislac-
tory to me. Nelther the ladles? choros
Dor the male chorue have done tbeir
best work oo this trip. Yet not a single
number has been at all bad. The
gololsle, too, notwithatandiug some ad-
verse criticism have geperally dobpe

themselves full justice, and «n
tbe wbole every night's program
baa gooe off amouth, The

upsatisfactory condition of the pipe
organ lo our Ban Francieoo hail bas
maired many of the effecla lo our
chorus work, o spite of Prof, Daynes’s
cate and ability. Btill the choir =ang
oD todisiurbeu, aDd wWere always pe-
celved with that enthusiasm unknown
at home. The could 0of San Fraopelsco
inld up maAny a valuahle velgce and
maile gthers more or lesa uwocootrolla-
ble. Alltbe aoloists, with the excep-
tioo of Mre. Pugsley, were able lo uo
themeselves falr justice uoptil the last,
Mre, Pugeley untortunately took very
ill on Friday and oonld take part with
us Do more, Mre. Edward Nobivs doing
Jdeudle duty at the rest of the concerts.
The Harmony cluh were always Te-
ceived with enthusiasm by the publie,
thouzh only wionlog allgnt but favor.
able meotiope from the critice. This
was evidenlly becanse their nambers
were not of the ¢laseioz) order. lodeeuy,
favorahle as muyst ,of Lhe press polices
are they give not wmore than » shadow
of the enthusiasit of the aodlences,
who, while geperally receiving us with
absolute silenue, aiwaya Warmeud up at
the very flrst oumber and remained so
until maey encoles anyg 8 selection or
two bed to be adued at the close.

The Adverse Criticiams—It is poled
thal some adverse criticleme were
giveD especially the sololsts and some
of the svlectionsz. Thia s not altogether
serprielng. Judged by the standard of
eminent soloiste we all know that tbe
puest 01 puls are but amateurs, and lay
claim 0 nothjog more, as vocallste,
Trae, our cbolr 18 Do taore, hut cholrs
uwle Fare even, auch as ours, aod travel-
log eoloiste of high rank are plentiful.
QOur splendid violloist labored under
the pame disadvantage. Yasaye, Mu.-
gin, Rivarde and & dozen other emip-
ent vioiiniste of pote have been neard
o Bao Fraopcisco, and wnile ours
might excel their local sololsis even,
he does pDot pretend to rapk wilh
these, apd the critice chose to put
tbeir atanpdard high—3a greal compli-
meunt to the cooir, a8 they by o dorbi
ranked it at once 10 o bigher sphere
than we lay aoy claim lo. The entire
rhoir are amaleurs; but t(be West
bas Bnaolmously placed them wuell
iz the ranke of prolesslonals and de-
manded tbe solo work o be criticlsed



