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wholly ignorant of the meaning of
these words. He says:

“In all their rites which I have learned
from them. there 1s certainly a most strik-
ing similitude 1o the blosaic rituals; their
feast of st fruits; feast of inguthering;
day of at@lemcnt; peace offerings; sacri-
flces. 'Fhey butld an altar of stones before
n tent covered with blankets; within the
Lont they burn tobaceco for ncemse, with
ii re laken froin the altar of bw nt offer-
inc.”

Mr. Hyde says also that an old
chief pointed out the boundaries of
a city of refuge which once existed
among them.

Rev. [Peter Jones, an educated
Ojibway, writing of his own tribe
says: “They keep annual feasts,
which resemble thiose of the Mosaic
ritual; a feast of first fruits, which
they do not permit themselves to
taste until they have made an of-
fering of them to Giod; also an
evening festival, in \vhicil no bone
of the animal that is eaten may be
broken; and if one family be not
large enough to consume the whole
of it, a neighhoring family is called
in to assist; the whole of it is con-
sumed, and the relics of it are
burped before the rising of the
next day?’s sun.”? i

Mr. Haines’ chapters on theorigin
of the Indian are well worth perusal
by citizens of Utah. JUNIUs.

Cuicaao, Oct. 14, 1889,
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THE JEWS IN AMERICA.

The traveler abroad who is at
all familiar with history wili find
sail ussvciations connected with the
Jews throughout Iurope. There
is searcely a eity of note from
whiech in olden days they were not
expelled, after being first plundered
and outraged; hardly a king or
prince of any prominence who re-
sarded “his Jews? in any other
light than that of ehattels; nota land
whose statute books did not abound
with the cruellest apd most odious
discriminations against the Jewish
people.

The medisval atmosphere—it
would almost appear, judging from
Russia and Roumaiia, that the dark
ages have not wholly passed—has
left its imipress upon the Jew and
hWissurroundings. Up to recent de-
cades, proseribed as an alien and re-
stricted in his choice of trade and
profession snve at the cost of his
traditional faith, the amount of
goeial ani political digability he has
to endure has nof paralyzed his
energies, it is true, but it has
checlked his development to a large
degree. The new light that has
dawned affer a eentnury of patient
waiting gives him more hope, even
in lands where his fathers weve re-

ligiously tapped by rulersand states- |

men to provide coin for the realm.
But the posscssion of equal rights
cannob make him forget the past.
The little cemetery often seen with-
in the heart of a German town,
which contains the remains of his
martyred sires; the old synagogue
with its low windows and quaint
architecture, that served as a fortress
as well as a house of worship when
the mob stormed at its gates; the
hymns recited on certain occasious,
which were written in those cen-
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turies of martyrdom—thiese recall
the past, if every musty echronicle
with its fatal record of erimes
against his race were hlotte.d from
existence. He kpows that only a
few centuries ago the bell that strikes
the hour froin the Dom wus the
signal for onslaught. The stream
flowing so smoothly, the sloping
hills, the peaeceful valley, each had
a diﬁeren(}:.ta]e to tell when the Jew
was hunted from town to town; and
the ivy-clad castle, so picturesquein
the moonlight—which seems to
breathe of love and romance—ah! it
sounds a harsher note fo those who
know the practice of ‘‘robber
barons’’ and their associates, when
the Jewish home and private sanc-
tity were never secure from knight-
ly violence.

The Jew in America has a differ-
entenvironment. He looks nhead
and around; he cannot look back.
Thereis little Jewish history to re-
cord in connection with Hebrews in
the United States, and that little is
uneventful, spiritless, nninteresting
—contrasted with the history of the
Jews in a German prinecipality
which ean point to the stake, the
cell, the harsh statute, the sentence
of banishment. The Ameriean
record will be but a chain of succes-
sive emigrations from the West In-
dies, and from England, Holland,
and other nations of the Old World.
It will tell of the gradua! growth of
the community with that of its
adopted country; it will reveal no
peculiar features; its statistics will
keep pace with those of other de-
nominations. Catholics and Protest-
ante, which ttourish on the Ameri-
can soil.

At the first glance, then, the his-
tory of the Jews in America iz dis-
appuinting. There is nol a single
massacre to Trecount; not one in-
stance of Jews being led fo the
stake oo the charge of slaughtering
Christian children for the Passover;
po diverting incidents like Jews
having their teeth pulled out to
gratify a president, their scrolls of
the law burnt,or an entire congrega-
tion being ordered to dance to death,
as happened at peacefnl Nord-
hausen only a few years aggo. What
an absurd state of alfairs for an
amateur historian! How can he
describe the subject with any pre-
tence to dignity? Where are his
flowring periods, his  wealth of
illustrations, hig historic parallels,
his pen-pictures of noted men, hig
sketches of stirring events wreathed
in battle smoke?

The real growth of the Jews in the
United States is of recent date. The
German revolntion of 1848-8 was
the pivotal point, almost contem-
poraneons with the Irish famine ol
1846-7, which landed huudreds of

| thousands of Irish emigrants on

these shores. In the German land-
glide to Amerieca the Hebrew
shared, and soonb those of German
nationality outnumbered the small
but select body of co-religionists who
could point with pardonable pride
to a family residence here of neatly
two centuries. The original Jewish
gettlers belonged to the Bephardie
branch of Spanish and Portu-
guese linenge. They rapidly
Americanized themselves  in

mannoets, dress and character, while
remaining inflexible in their attach-
ment to the traditional furms and
usages of the synagogue. They soon
took an active part in the affairs of
their time, hampered somewhal by
locai restrictions.  Flourishing com-
nunities sprang up in the South and
Fast. New York, Savannah, New-
Eort, Philadelphia, Riglimoand,
harleaton ean point to their old
congregations. The early pioneers
among the Jews of America num-
bered men and women of note in
their day, but their influence was
limited; and certainly the names
of no great scholars, poets, scientists,
et:, hnve come down thence. They
counted, however, merc: ants of
wealth and probity. Some of New-
port’s J« wish inhabitants in stately
colonial days left their permanent
impress u&nn the town, and the
name of Touro will always be re-
garded with pride. Like Julius
Hallgarten, who, when he died a
few years ago, in his bequests to
educational and benevolent jnstitu-
tions without regard to ereed,
thought of the colored people, 80
Touro gave his benefactions to all
classes, Jew and Gentile alike, The
city of Newport preserves his mem-
ory as well as his ashes,

_In1845 the total Jewish popula-
tion of the United States did not
probably exeeed, if it equalled,
50,000. Today it has reached 500,000.
New streams of imrigration from
Europe have succeeded the German
contingent of thirty-five vears ago.
Hungary, Russia and Honmania,
keep pouring their thousands of all
characters and conditions. The
quman brought with him ener Y
gkill, economy and endunrance. %Ie
did oot long remain in the Atlantie
cities, but pushed west. He wassa
picneer in California and amassed
wealth in San Francisco. He
started a small store in the suburbs,
waitéd his opportunity,increased his
goods, transferred his business to a
city lot and prospered. He did not
object to any kind of honest ped-
dling. The pack on his shoulders
becanme a money hag in after years
of honorable toil. By thrift and
enterprise the modest clerk grew
into & merchantof importance. The
town which he entered as a peddler
invites him to a seat in its ehamber
of ecommerce. Dissatisfied with the
limited field in the West, he drifts
towards the KEast again, and scon
awells the list of New York’s mil-
lionaires. The qualilies which
made him successful were not pecu-
liar to the Hebrew. Thesame story
is generally repcated in each in-
stance of a rise from lowly begin-
nings to loeal or national fame.

The prominence of the German
clement in Ainerican Judaism was
maintained by importing Ger-
man Rabbis of established reputa-
tion, who preached in German,
which became the.language of the
synagegue. The las® decade, how-
ever, has witnessed a genera! call
for sermons in English, even for
what were deemed German congre-
gations. The younger generation is
A meriean to the core, and itis hard-
1y possible that the German influ-
ence will be so permanent that the
general public will hereafter assume



