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divers came up as to whether the
inspector was satisfied with the
work done that it does not stay
about the spot except when the
divers were there and that it knows
the time of their arrival toa shown
by the fact that on three different
occasions whenwh entheythey hadbad to go back
unexpectedly thetg inspectorna was not
there he always turned up next
morning however as usual for
seventeen days now the inspectortor
has been watching this job and if
any future accident should occur
hebe will no doubt apply for work at
the companascompanys office anyone
doubting this statement of fact can
have it verified by mr nixon or by
the divers llewellyn and mc-
hardy

me-
erhardy vancouverIlan couver news adadver

tiser

PRAYING MACHINES

the most common prayer used I1ina
tibet is a mere formulary the con-
stant repetition of which is one of
the mostmoist amazing instances of the
tyranny of superstition to be found
in any part of the world says sir
monier williams it consists of the
six sentence om mani
padee hum om the jewel in
the loam hum this prayer or
mystical sentence is supposed to
have been composed by padma payipani

analoand to have refer-
ence to his own manifestations as
the patron saint of tibet it is
sometimes called the mani or
jewel prayer and if brevity is a

valuable quality its excellence is
undeniable since it consists of

sj merely two sanskrit wordywords bebetweenI1two mystical unan au-
spiciousspicious ejaculations om and hum

whatever be its origin and mean-
ingI1 ug no other prayprayersera used by huhumanman
beings in any quarter of the globe
Isia repeated so often every tibet-
an believes it to be a panacea for all
evil a compendium of all knowl-
edge a treasury of all wisdom a
summary of all religion if you
mirask northern buddhists to give
youou the reason for this belief veryffewbew are able to give an intelligible
reply but the oftener hIs mystic-
al formula is repeated the shorter
it is said will be an individualsllis
course gati through some of the
six gates or courses of being every
one of which involves misery or
evil or it may be that by repeat-
ing it he will be able to escape
some of the six existences altogeth-
er

strange indeed as it may appear
to us it is impossible to shake the
faith of a La buddhist in the
absolutely infallible efficacy of his
six fit mystic syllables he
repentsrepeats them not at all as if he were
praying in a christian sense but as
if he were a farmer intent on plant-
ing

t
the very best seed in the most

productive soil and watering it in
cea neaccordingcording to the most sel

principle of irrigation A
harvest is absolutely cer-

tain to reward his efforts
it need not therothereforefore sursurprise us

if these sixsi syllables are murmured
morning noon and nightnight bbykaerever

every
man woman audand ehchild14 Wwherever
the La hierarchy has extend-
ed and if not repeated by the

voice an incessant stream of repeti-
tion auan incessant scattering of the
six mystic seeds is kept going by
the hand

the words are written or printed
on roll within roll of paper and in-
scribed in cylinders which when
mauemade to revolve either by educated
monks or illiterate laymen have the
same efficacy as if they were actu-
ally said or repeated the revolu-
tions are cfcreditededited as so much prayer
merit or to speak more scientifical-
ly asa so much prayer force accum-
ulated and stored up for the bent fit
of the person who survives thernthem

the cylinder is generally made of
metal the prayer being engraved
on the outside as well as writwrittenteia on
paper and inserted inside Itiit is held
in the right hand and whirled round
like a childs toy by means of a
handle in 9a particular direction
with the sun if made to revolve

the other way its rotations will be
tietset down to the debtor rather thauthan
to the creditor side of the owners
account

it sometimes happensliap pens that quar-
rels arise from rival claims in re-
gard to the use of the prayer cylin-
ders in illustration of this an amus-
ing story is told by the french mis-
sionariessiosionariesnarlee

one day when they bapphappenedened to
beba passing a prayer machine set up
near a monastery they saw two
laniaslamas engaged in a violent quar-
rel and as it appeared all on ac-
count of their zeal for their prayers
the fact was that one lama had
come and having set the barrel in
motion for his own benefit was re-
tiring modestly and complacently to
his own abode when happening to
turn his headbead to enjoy the specta-
cles of the wheelsheepsvi pious revolutions
liehe saw the other lama stop it and
set it whirling again for himself I1in-
dignant

n
di of courcourseseatat this unwar-
ranted interference with his own
devotdevotionione hebe ran back and in his
tuturnra put a stop to his rivalrivalss piety
and both of them continued this
kind of demonstration for some ttimeime
till at last losing patience they pro-
ceeded to menacesmenace and then to
blows when an old lama came out
of a neighboring cell and brought
the difficulty to a peaceful termina-
tion by himself twirling the prayer
barrel for the benellbenefitt of both par-
ties

PRINCE ON SIBESIBERIARIA

prince kropotkinKra in a lecture re-
cently delivered by hicohica said that
in western siberia with an area
thirty six times larger than the
united kingdomKingdoih there was a
lation of a million and a half andana
in the whole of siberia which was
fifty times the size of the anitad
kingdom there was a population of
over five millionmil lion 3 equivalent to the
population of loudonlondon he de-
scribed from actual observation the
russian governmentsgovernment plan of colo 1

nisation they hd he saidsa I1 4 an
immense river 2000 miles long to
coloncolonizelAe and they made uptip their
minds that there must be vill
agesagea every fifty rallesmiles on the
river A functionary caadcablee along
in a boat tooh out his watch after a
certain time said he thought theyalie

had come fifty mile theuthen put
up a poleae tu indicate the situation
of a arribageArrvillageIlage no matteratterra whether the
ground wai marshymarsha and unfit for
settlement or not andantl without re
gard to the fact that a little distance
off there might be a most suitable
place in which a village communi-
ty could thrive hence the village
communities were continually
charmingchanging place from moscow to
eastern siberia miles had to
be traversed by exiles on foot until
twenty yearsyeara ago the journey oc-
cupying two years but now the
government had decided that
the place of exile was not suffi-
ciently remote soeo that they hadbad now
to go to milesmile further
to the northeastnort heRst where in some parts
the cold was fitly three degrees be-
low the fahrenheit scale in 1862
the russian government were dis-
cussing the bestbeat cart for the trans-
port of exiles to siberia they
invented the most foolish carts pos-
sible and they were discussing the
best mode of locomotion still of the
toethe prisoners yearly trans-
ported to siberia on the average the
vast majority were neither murder-
ers nor criminale of any kind fully
half would be political offenders
transported without having seen
any sort of judge or magistrate A
man was transported merely because
the police officer or chief of the dis-
trict thought it would be better to
free the village of his presence peo-
ple imagined that siberia
jated with exiles this was not sogo
out of half a million exiles trans-
ported in twenty years only
remained on the list and of this
number had disappeared
vanished out of the half million

perhaps remained at the
places where they were originally
taken where were the remainder
Nooneno one knew they had perished
in the gold mines in the far north
or bytheby the way in the long journeys
they were compelled to go there
was too a continuous current of
runaways numbering probably
from to men who were
constantly going slowly west and
try ing to reach their native
country they could be seen in the
forests living on mushrooms and
the peasants who knew what
it was to be transported
would always give them bread
and sometimes milk there was no
such criminality in siberia as theyhey
might expect he himself in the
course of five years traveled
miles in that vast country was
never attacked and merely carried
with hilou a knife to cut his food
transportation to siberia was an
absolutely useless cruelty and he
thought it would be very much bet-
ter for the government to put an
absolute end to it europeans had
done nothing to civilize the natives
of siberia except by introducing
among them whisky and gun-
powder otof the honesty and broth-
erly kindness of the natives the lec-
turer spoke in conclusion in the
highest terms millennialMilen nial star

the hague dec 8 queen re
gent emma today took the mathotoath b
office


