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divers cawe up as to whether the
inspector was satisfied with the
work done. That it does pot stay
about the spot except when the
divers were there and thai it knews
the time of their arrival, ia shown
by the fact that on ihree diiferent
occasions when they had to go back
unexpectedly the inspector was not
there. He always turped up next
morning, however, as usual. For
seventeen days now the inspector
hag been watching this job, and it
any future aceident should occur,
be will, no doubt, apply for work at
the company’s oftice. Anyone
doubting this statement of fact can
have It verified by bMr. Nixon or by
the divers, Lilewellyn and DMe-
Hardy. — Vancouver News.Adver-
tiser,

PRAYING MACHINES.

The most common prayer used in
Tibet isa mere formulary, the con-
stant repitition of which I8 one of
the most amazing instances of the
tyranny of superstition to be found
in any part of the world, says Bir
Monier Williams. It consists of the
gix-syllabled sentence: “‘Om mauni
padme Huamn.”” “0Om! the jewel in
the lotus! Huw!’? This prayer, ot
inystical sentence, is supposed to
liave heen comjposed Ly Padma pani
(A valokteisvara) and to have refer-
ence to his own manifestations as
the patron saint of Tibet. It is
sometimes called the Mani or
“‘jewel’’ prayer; and, if brevity is a
valuable guality, its excellence is
undeniable, since il consists of
ruerely two Sanskrit words between |
two mpystical, untransiatable au-
spicious ejaculations, Om and Hum.

Whatever be its origin and mean-
ing,no other prayers used by human
beings In any quarter of the globe
ia repeated 80 olten. Xvery Tibet-
au believes it to be a pavacea for all
evil, a compendium of all knowl-
edge, n treasury of all wisdom, a
suramary of all religion. If you
ask Northern Buddhists to give

ou tbe reason for this bellef, very
ew are able to give an  intelligible
reply. But the oftener’this mystic-
al formula is repeated, the shotter,
it s asald, wlll be an individual’s
course (gatl) thvough some of the
six gates or courses of being, every
one of which Involves misery or
evil, Orit may bLe ihat by repeat-
tng it he will be able to eseape
some of the six existences altogeth-

er,

Strange, indeed, as it may appear
to us, it is impoesible to shake the
faith of a Lamistic Budhist in the
absolutely - infallible effiency of his
six favorite mystic syllables. He
repeats them, notat all as if he were |
prayibg in a Christian sense, but as

. ]
voice, an inceesant stream of repeti-

tlon—un incessant acatterlog of Lhe
8ix mystic secds—is kept going by
the hand. =

The words are writlen or printed
on roll withio roll of paper and in-
scribed in eylinders, which, when
m:iie to revolve, either by educated
monks ot illiterate lny mwen, have the
same cfficacy as if they were actu-
ally sald or repeated. The revolu-
tious are credited as so much prayer
merit, or, to speak maote geientifieal-
Iy, ap so much prayer-force, accum-
ulated and stored up for the benefit
of the person who survivesthem.

Theeylinder is generally made of
meial, the prayer being engraved
on the outside, as well as written on
paper and inserfed inside. It isheld
intheright hand and whirled round,
like a child’s toy, by meauns of a
handle in a particular direction
‘with the san.) If made to revoive
the other way, its rotations will be
set down to the delitor rather than
to the creditor side of the owner’s
aceonnt,

It sometimes happens that yuar-
rels arise from rival clalms In re-
gard to the use of the praver cylin-
ders, In illustration of this an amus-
ing story is told Iy the French mis.
sionaries:

“One day wlhien they happened to
e passing a prayer-machine, zet up
near a onastery, they saw iwo
Lamas engaged in a violent quar-
rel; and, az it appeared, all ‘on ac-
count of their zeal for their pravers.
The fact was that one Lama had
come, and, having set the barrel jn
motion for his own benefil, was re-
tirlog modestly and complacently to
his own aliode, when happening to
tarp his head to enjoy the spect-
¢les of the wheel’s pious revolutions,
he saw the other Lama stop it and
get it whirling again for himseif. In-
dignant, of conrse, at this unwar-
ranted interference with his own
devotionse, he ran baek, and in bLis
tuvrn, put astop to bis rival’s plety,
anl bothh of them continuet{) this
kind of demonstration for some time,
till at last Josing patience they pro-
ceeded to menaces, and then to
blows, when an oki Lama eame ont
of a neighboring eell and brought
the diffieulty to a peaeeful termina-
tion by himself twirling the prayer
barrel for the benefll of both par-
ties.”?

.-

PRINCE KRAPOTKIN ON SIBERIA,

Prinee Krapotkin, in a lecture re-
cently delivered by him, said that
in Western Siberia, with an area
thirty-six times larger than the
United Kingdot, there was a popu -
lation of a midion and a half, and
in the whole of Biberia, which was
fifty
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if he were afarmer intent on planf- Kingdom, there was a population of ;

ing the very best seed in the most
prodnetive soil and watering it jo-
cessantly aecording to the most sei-
entific principle of irrigation. A
wountiful harvest ia absolutely ocers
tain to reward his efforts.

It need not, therefore, surprise ug |
if these six syllables are myrmured
morning, npon and night, by every
man, woman aud child, wherever
the Lamistic hierarchy has extend-

over five millions, equivalent to the
population of Loundon. He de-

seribed from actual observation the ' 8Wang them

Ttossian government’s plan of eolo-
nlzation. They had, he said, an
immense river 2000 miles long io
colonigs, and they made up, their
minds that there must be vill.
ages every fifty miles on f(he
river. A iuuclfonary eznie along
in & buat, took out hls wateh afrer a

P
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had come fifty milesand then put
u‘pa pole tv indicate the situation
of a village, no matter whether the
ground was mearshy and unfit for
seitlement or not, and without re-
gard to the fact that a little distance
off’ there might e a most suitable
piace in which a village cormmini-
ty could thrive. Hence the village
communities were cnotinuaily
changing place. From Moscow to
igastern Siberia, 4700 miles had to
be iraversed by exiles o foot until
twegply years ago, the journey oe-
cupying two years, but now the
government had  decided that
the place of exile was not suffi-
cientiy remote, eo that they had now
to go 3000 to 4000 miles further
to the northenst, where in some parts
the cold was fifiy-ihree degrees be-
low the Fahrenheil seale. In 1862
the Russian governmment were dis-
cussing the hest eart for the trans.
port of exiles to SBiberia. They
invented the most foolish earts pos-
sible, and they were discussing the
best mode of locomotion still, Of the
the 20,000 prisoners yearly trana-
ported to Siberia, on (he average the
vast majority were neither murder-
era nor criminale of any kind. Fully
ialf would be political offenders,
transported without having seen
any sort of judge or magistrate. A
nian was transported mereiy becatuse
the police officer or chief of the dis-
trict thought it would be better to
free the village of his presence. Peo-
le imagined thint Biberia was popu-
aled with exiles, This was pot so.
Out of half a million exiles trans-
poried in twenty sears only 200,000
remained on tbe list, and of this
number 120,000 had disappeared—
vauished. Out of the half million
0,000 perhaps rvemained at the
places where they were originally
taken, Where were the remainder?
Noone knew. They had perished
in the gold mines in thoe far north,
or by the way in tbe long journevs
they were compelled to go. There
was, too, & continuous current of
runaways, numbering probably
from 20,060 to 30,000 men, who were
constantly gofng slowly west ami
tryingto reach Russia, their native
country. They could bo seen inthe
forests living oun mushircoms, and
the peasants, who kunew what
it was to be  transported,
would always give them biread,
and sonetimes milk. ‘Chere was no
stich criminality in Siberia as (hey
might expect. He, himself, in the
course of five years traveled 50,001
miles in that vast country, was
never attacked, and erely carrled
with him a knife to cut his fool,
Transportation to Siverla was an
absnlutely uscless gruelty, and he
thought it would he very much bet-

times tle size of the ‘Unitd|ter for tire government to put an

absolute end to it. Luropeans had
done nothing fo eivilize the patives
{ RBiberla except by inirodncing
wlhisky and:gun-
nowder. (M the honesly and broth-
erly kindness of the natives the lec-
turer spoke, in ecuclusion, in the
highest texms.— Yidlennial Star,

-

The Hague, Dee. 8.—Queen Re-
gent KEmma today took the ocath of

ed. And, If not repeated by the|certain time, said he thonght- they ! offlee.



