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How holy the joys from obedience springing,
Eternity’s treasures unfold ing to view;
-New songs of salvation God's people are singing,
Renewing their vows to be faithinl and true,

Yes, those who are truly God's kingdem adorn-
Ing, :
‘Will part in the first resurreetion obtain;
Arising immortal on that happy morning,
Like Joseph the Prophet with Jeéus to reign.

Love, virtune and truth in their homes are united,

Angels rejoice when they minister there,
Come let us press on, since we all gre invited, |

Endowed with the spirit these blessings to
share,

Welcome tous are the trials which hﬂa.ve:;

In mercy dispensing, eur pathway surround -
Faithful and true till the promises given,

Enjoying eternally—imay we be found.
- | E. H. WALLACE.
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REMARKS

By FEider GEORGE Q. CANNON, made in
Kaysville, Sunddy, November 13th, 1861,

[REPORTED BY G. D, WATT.]

It is with very peculiar feelings, my
brethren and sisters, that 1 stand before
irnu this morning to address you upon
he principles of life and salvation. In
rising before {yﬂu I request your faith
and prayers, that I may have the Spirit
of the Lord to dictate unto me those
thoughts and reflections and in-
structions, which will be profitable un-
tous. I feel myself that the Spirit of
the Almighty is here; I have enjoyed it
very much this morning. While lis-
tening to the singing, 1 felt that the
singers had the Spirit of God resting
upon them.

We can enjoy oursgelves while we are
met together to-day; it is our privilege
to have a goodly outpouring of that
spirit which fills our hearts with ju¥,
with peace, light and intelligence, If

we concentrate our minds upon the ob-

jeet which has called us together, exer-
cising faith in our Father and God,
these meetings will be counted among
the most delightful associations of our
lives. I do not know that I ever enjoy-
ed myself so happily under any circum-
stances as I have in meeting with my
brethren and sisters in conferences, and
in meetings like these, that we have
had yesterday and to-day. At these
meetings we can throw aside the cares
that press us from day to day, and con-
centrate our minds upon the blessings
whieh pertain to the Kingdom of God,
and to the gospel of Jesus Christ,and un-
derstand to a greater extent, than we

n probably en ordinary oceasions,

ow much the Lord our God has favor-
ed us in revealing unto us His everlast-
ing gospel, and in sending unto us His
servants authorized to administer unto
us the ordinances thereof. When we
are in meetings like the present we can
think about these things, and ponder
upon them, and our hearts are filled
with renewed feelings of thanksgiving
and gratitude to God for His abundant
mercies to us as individuals and as a
people. Binece my arrival home from
abroad this last time, I think thatl
never: have experienced such a feeling
of thanksgiving, joy and h:.l{:)piness as 1
have during the last two or three weeks.
My feelings: have been peculiarly
solemn, and I have often felt as though
it would be a great luxury to get off in
gome corner alone and weep for joy, for
all the blessings God has so hﬁﬂﬂtlf‘fl]ly
bestowed on us as a people, and upon
myself as an individual, The older we
grow,#and the more the kingdom be-
comes developed, the more apparent
are the blessings heaven bestows upon
us, He must be indeed blind, who can-
not see that we are a people highly
favored of God our Father, especially if
- it should be his lot to go forth among
the nations, and come in contact with
the evil which abounds in other coun-
tries. 1 believe there is a feeling of

titude and thanksgiving pervading

e breasts of the Saints generally
whieh causes them to appreciate the
kindness of the Lord towards them.
This feeling should increase more and
more within us every day we live,

The remarks which were made yes-
terday by the brethren who spoke were
to me highly edifying; I rejoiced great-
1y in them, and I cculd echo the feeling
expressed by Br. Woodrufl' when he
said, we were the most blessed people

on the face of the earth, in having a

father in our midst who talks unto us
in such plainness and simplicity the

rinciples of life and salvation. While
Er. Brigham was speaking unto us, and
dwelling upon the plain and simple

rinciples of the gospel, and those
&um necessary for us observe in
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order that we may become develo

before our heavenly Father, I felt that
it requires constant teaching and ad-
monition on the part of the servants of
God to keep us in mind of our duty; it

| reﬁuirea the servants of God to be stir-
re

up continually to diligence in
preaching the plain and simple princi-
ples of the gospel to the people that
they may be duly impressed therewith.
Notwithstanding all we have heard,
and we have heard a great deal of the
principles of righteousness, we still re-
quire to be admonished day by day con-
cerning our duty. It seems to be one
of the weaknesses of human nature that
we are H‘{Jt- to forget the principles of
truth and righteousness, and to give
way to influences that are not of God.
We are placed in this existence for the
express purpose of learning to overcome
all these things. One of the great ob-
jeets, as I imagine, which God has in
view in sending us here upon the earth
is to give us experience in the influen-
ces of the earth that we may contend
with them successfully and overcome
them, that when we pass beyond the
vail we may be in a position to compre-
hend them to a greater extent than we
could had we not come here and felt
the influences to which human nature
is subject. I have thought that we, as
a people and as individuals, do not suf-
ficiently realize the importance of keep-
ing guard ppon ourselves, and upon
our feelings, and of resisting the influ-
ences that surround us,

While the brethren were speaking
upon one point, namely, the disposition
ol some people to imbibe spirituous
liquor; it brought some reflections to my
mind connected with the influences that
prevail throughout the various portions
of the earth. I believe there are places
and cirecumstances in which people can
be placed where there are influences of
this character brought to bear upon
them that are more difficult to resist
than there would be under other cir-
cumstances, and in other places. I
have often heard it remarked by the
brethren, and I have remarked it my-
self, that, insome places, there is a great-
er disposition entertained by the people
to commit adullery and indulge in
kindred sins of this description than
there is in this country. There seems
to be influences in the atmosphere in
those lands of snch a eharacter, that un-
less a person is on his guard, and eon-

Etﬂﬂtlj}' watching and resisting them,
he will be led down to destruction by
them. A spirit and dispozition will

creep over the people, unless they are
careful, to lead them astray in the di-
rection which I have named. This is
undoubiedly the case. There are spirits
in the atmosphere that are filled with
that dispesition, and who seek to influ-
ence these with whom they are brought
in contact, impressing those who are in
the tabernacle of flesh to indulge in the
same 8in,

There are influences in the atmo-
sphere that are invisible to us, that
while we are here upon the earth we
ought to resist with all our might,
mind and strength—influences which
if we would be led by them, would lead
us to destruction—influences that are
opposed to the Spirit.of God—influences
t.llmt would bring upon us destruction
here and hereafter, if we would yield to
them. These influences we have to re-
sist. We have to resist the spirit of
adultery—the spirit of whoredom—the
spirit of drunkenness—the spiritof theft
and ecvery other evil influence and
spirit—that we may continually over-
come; and, when we have finished our
work on the earth, be prepared to gov-
ern and control those influences, and
exercise power over them in the pre-
sence of our Father and God, I have
no doubt that many of my brethren and
gisters have sensibly.felt in wvarious
places, and at various times, evil influ-
ences around them. Br. Joseph Smith
gave an ex}}lana.tinn of this. There
are places In the Mississippi Valley
where the influence or the presence of
invisible spirits are very perceptibly
felt; he said that numbers had been
slain there in war, and that there were
evil influences or spirits which affect
the spirits of those who have taberna-
c¢les on the earth.: I myself have felt
those influences in other places besides
the continent of America; I have felt
them on the old battle grounds én the
Sandwich Islands. I have come to the
conclusion that if our eyes were open to
seec the EiJirit world around us, we
should feel differently on this subject
than we do; we would not be so un-
guarded and careless, and so indifferent
whether we had the spirit and power of
God with us or not; but we would be
continually watehful, and prayerful to
our heavenly Father for His Holy
Spirit and His holy angels to ba&around
about us to strengthen us to overcome
every evil influence.

When I see young men indulging in
drunkenness and in stealing, I comeé to
the conclusion that they are led captive
by the evil spirits around them. We
call it the spirit of the evil one, but he
has numerous agencies at work, even as
the Lord has numerous agencies to as-
sist him in bringing to pass the con-
summation of His great designs. The
adversary has numerous agencies at his
command, and he seeks to control and
lead to destruction the inhabitants of
the earth who will be subject to them.
If we could see with our spiritual sen-
ses, a3 we now see with our natural sen-
ses, we should be greatly shocked at the
sig[-nt of the influences that prompt usto
disobey the counsels of , or the
spirit of the Lord in our hearts., But
we cannot see them, for they are spirit-
ually discerned, and he who discerns
the most is the most fully impressed by
the spirit of God; he who does not dis-
cern, has not profited by the instrue-
tions given to him, and yields to those
evil influences in an unguarded mo-
ment, and is taken captive in his blind-
ness, He who is imbued with the spir-
it of God is sensibly aware when the
evil power approaches; but he does not
welcome it to his bosom: he resists it
with all themightandstrength God has
given unto him, and he obtains power
over it, and it no more troubles him; if
it does, its influence is more weakened
than prfwinuﬂli.

We often talk about and desire to sce
angels, Evememn who has joined
this Church had a desire to have
revelations from God our Heavenly
Father, and have knowledge pouredout
upon him as it was ured out
in abundance upon the prophets of old.
I merely suppose that this isso with
everybody else, because I have these
feelings myself, and judge others inthis
respect by myself. But, until we can
learn to control and resist those evil in-
fluenc®s that are now invisible, I think
it would be un;::rnﬁtable to have the ad-
ministration of angels personally or vis-
ibly untous. Until we ¢in do this, I do
not expeect that we can have those other
blessings profitably bestowed upon us.
I do not expect, that, in the providence
of God, we will be favored with those
other blessings until we can listen unto
and obey the counsels of those appoint-
ed to preside over us. I know it is nat-
ural for people to be anxious to have
some ministering  spirit wait on them,
and reveal itself unto them. For my
own part, my reflections have caused
me to view this in a different light than
I viewed itin the beginning. I then
thought it would be a great bﬁ«aumaaing3 to
have that favor bestowed upon me. But

| when I have reflected upon the charac-

ter and caling of the men whom God
has called and sent in this generation—
when I have thoughtofbr. Joseph Smith,
and his greatness, his magnanimit-iy
and his faith, I have thought, and st 1i
think, it isone of thegreatest, blessings
of God upon me to have been permitted

to behold his face and to listen to his
teachings. I feel the samenow towards
the I am sat-

greseut leaders of Israel.
isfied that this generation has been hon-
ored by as great prophets as ever stood
before God upon the earth, excepting
the Lord Jesus Christ; and how could 1
u:-;peet}, if I disobeyed Brother Joseph
~mith’s counsel, that I eould be favored
with the presence and instruction ofany
being further advanced than he was
when he was in the flesh? And so I

feel in relation to brother Brigham,

of thie noblest sons of God, a man whom
God has endowed with the wisdom of
eternity, with the power in part that is
exercised in its fullness by the Gods of
eternity. If we disobey his counsel, dis-
regard his warning voice, and are care-
less respecting his. teachings, and the
teachings of those associated with him,
we are indeed unworthy of the presence
of personages who have been glorified
and who now dwell in the presence of
God. 1T do not expect the day to come
when this people will be favored with
the administration of angels—with the
presence of those holy and immeortal be-
ings—until we can learn to appreciate
the teachings and instruections of the
men of God in our midst. When thav
day does come that this people will im-
licitly obey the voice of those whom
od has placed over them, and give
heed to every instruction im to
them by the ‘Firituf revelation through
the servants of God, then I shall expect
visits from holy angels, and the glory
and power of God to restupon us to that
extent it has never done hitherto; but
I cannot well expect it before that time
arrives; because if these blessings were
to be bestowed upon us before we are
repared to receive them, I should fear
hey would turn to our sendemmnation,
as they have done to many in the early
history of this church.

“whom we now have with us; he is one |
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have needed since our sgettlement in
these valleys, and I may say since the
organization of the Chureh, connected -
with the kingdom of God, in intelli-
Eence, in wisdom and counsel that we

ave had to wait for. We have had
line upon line, precept upon precept,
here a little and there a little, from the
beginning unto the present time, and
there never was a day, an hour, a mo-
ment, from the organization of this
Church unto the present time that we,
as a people, have been destitute of the
voice of Ged and the instruetion of the
Holy Ghost. While this is the case,
and we have abundance of teachings
oured out upon us, and we should re-
use to obey any of them, we need not
expect visitations from higher person-
ages, coming down to administer unto
us and impart unto us things that we
could know, if we would only learn to
be obedient to the counsels and instruc-
tions we now receive. It is necessary
that we should be taughtand instructed
in the things of the kingdom of God
and that our faith should be develﬂpeci
to such an extent that we will have
great confidence in those whodabor in
our midst and who preside over us. It
is for this purpose thatthe gospel is
sent forth by the hand of the servants
of God unto theinhabitantsof theearth.
The Lord says through his servant
Joseph Smith, in the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants: “‘Wherefore I the
Lord, knowing  the calamity which
should come upon the inhabitants of
the earth, called upon my servant
Joseph Smith, Jr., and spake unto him
from heaven, and gave him command-
ments; and also gave commandments
to others, that they should proclaim
these things unto the world; and all
this that it might be fulfilled which
was written by the prophets; the weak
things of the world shall come forth and
break down the mighty and strong
ones, that man should not counsel his
fellow man, neither trust in the arm of
flesh, but that every man might speak
in the name of God the Lord, even the
Savior of the world; that faith also
might increase in the earth; that mine
everlasting covenant might be estab-
lished; that the fulness of my gospel
might be proclaimed by the weak and
the simple unto the ends of the world,
and before kings and rulers.”’

This is the reason of the gospel being
preached, that faith might increase
within us, and that the New and Ever-
lasting Covenant might be established
in our midst. Thesethings were preach-
ed unto us in the beginning, because
it is necessary that man should be im-
pressed with the importanee of the gos-
pel and plan of salvation which God
has revealed, and that he might have
confidence in the words of the servants
of God. We have to learn that those
who are worthy to be intrusted with
our salvation, and with the direction of
the ailairs of the kingdom of God, are
also worthy to be entrusted with the
guidance of temporal aflairs in the same
Kingdom. It was a difficult lesson to
learn in the beginning. The people of
God could not understand; in the be-
g{inning, that Brother Joseph had wis-
dom sufficient to direet them in their
temporal affairs as well as in their spir-
itual aflairs. While the Church was in
Kirtland it was a lesson they had not
learned; they could admit that Joseph
was a prophet of God,and chosen of Him
to establish His kKingdom on the earth,
butthey would notadmitthat he had wis-
dom suificienttodirectthem in temporal
aflairs, and they had to be whipped,
scourged and driven from place to place
before they could really believe thatthe
servants of God had this wisdom; but
by and bye, this knowledge dawned
upon them, and they began to see that
men, chosgn of God to establish right-
eousness and build up His kingdom,
had also wisdom concerning temporal
affairs, and that the same God who
made the earth so beautiful for the hab-
itation of His saints—He who organized
the heavens, and controls the move-
ments of the heavenly bodies, that same
God had power to give Brother Joseph
Smith wisdom to guide them in tem-

oral affairs. This is a lesson that we
1ave had taught unto us from thattime
until the present; and to-day I feel as
though we were but poor scholars, and
that there are many things yet to be
impressed upon our understandings
connected with this lesson.

We have to learn that, in the first
place, the Lord sent His servants forth
to preach the principles of the gospel to
impress upon the inhabitants of the
earth the necessity of believing in Jesus
Christ as the Savior of the world, re-
Fenting of theirsins, and being baptized
or the remission of them, and receive
the Holy Ghost by the laying on of
hands, and it was hoped and expected
that when the Holy Ghost descended

There is nothing that we, as a people, |

upon men and women they would be



