the press, free exoreise of opinion and
religious equality, yot it is known by
students of Russian politics that it stiil
clings to its root idea. RBaliemen says:
Y'Glod i a lie, and all injustice is hing-
ed on that falsebooe! We must abolish
everything, and leave the formation of
the new order to the natural genera-
tion of things.”* This shows thatin
the new interpreiation there would be
little freedom of opimion for God be-
lievers,

That the movement has taken deep
hold in Russia there is no gainsaying.
Men, women, children, young all
old, college students and professdrs, 41
ulike bave joined in the movement.
The country is honeycombed with
organizations, secret and political.
Only afew years ago a young woman
waved a handkerchief and the ruler
of 100,000,000, Alexander II., fell a
vietim to nihilistic wrath. Alexander
I11,, hig suceessor, is pow l¥ing in
constant fear of death,

The political econdition of Russia is
deplorable, and its auotocratic ruler
uay be brutal and tyrannical, but the
Russian masses show nosympathy for
Jews, and these same Russian people
strain their already dracounic laws to
peitecute unfortunate Hebrews fAcrotd-
ing to law, Such a people are not 1t
to be freemen. It will be well to study
the Russiau ¢uestion before venturing
an ¢ndorseinent of Btepniak.

THE SIOUX SLAUGHTER

‘T11r conservative press of the coun-
try eecma to view the conducl of the
confliet with the Indians much in the
same light as it appears to us. The
following is taken from the Phila-
delpbhia Amcricen and expresses the
sentiment eatertained by many other
respectable journals,

“\Wo have now had two so-culled ‘bat-
le~’ with the unfortunate Sioux, causing
serfous losses of life nmong the United
Siatoy troops, both men and officers, and
entailing, of course, the conseguences of
wholesalp slaughter upon the Indians
who were engnged. o say the unior-
lunate Bioux, because however :nuch
iustification it may ultimately appear the
troops and their commanders had for us:
iug tho iast argument of arms, it i3 per-
foctly certain that the Indians are com-
paratively innocent sufferers. They bave
naither the advantage of their own mode
of lifo nor of civilized ways. Thoy have
found thowmeelves encroached upon and
disturbed. Their great reservations thoy
were forced into settling and breaking p
—a process whieh, however necessury
from the white man’s point of vicw, wis
to most of themn unwelcome and pain-

ful. Finaily, haviog indolged the
supersiitious  hopes awakencd by
the ‘Mecrsiab’ craze, they find them-
selyes  called on - 1o sarrender

their guns and their penics—iho extremn-
ost form ofIndian humiliation—or sufter
the penalty of death, Itisa gross scan-
dal to the American Republio that this
eonditiou of bloodshed should arise, for
the Sioux are u peoplo umenable to infly-
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ences that would bave avoided it. Tbey

learning,

have tho qualities out of whieh a vigor-
ous civilizationn may urise. They are
hardy, energetic aud hrave. They have
a large intelligence. They are capabie of
They aro easily made indus-
trions. They ¢an ba lod into Christian
ways. Nobedy dotibta who has had
friendly intercourse with them that they
arg ontitled to betler treatment than
massacre. Nor s if, nofortunately, onl

the ‘bad Indians,’ the ‘hostiles’ the band):z
led by Sitting Bull and his licutcnanis,
who have sutfered. As usual, the peace-

'able bands, including many who were
endeavoring to farm, to build, to raise

stock, to acquire implements, and to live
in the civilized way, have been disturbed
and robbed. Many of them, in terror at

the approach of the troops, not
kuowing whether they would be
protected or mot, sbandoned their
properly, amd it  the  confusion

it has been lost, or destroyed or stolen.
It is vory true, as has been suggested by
the Indian Rights Assoctation, in a eir-
cular jnst issned, that the expenditare of
trouble in the present Dakota trouble
will far exceed the sum which would
have served, if used in time, to cducale
the 8ionx o the point where theg' could
not hive been influenced by tho barbar-
oug and superstitious clemems among
them. A proper edoeation would have
made Lhe “ghost dances” abortive and
have restricted the inttudnce of Sitting
Ball and other makers of miischiief &0 far
that it would liave done no sorious dam-
age. This, indeed, was largely the revolt
of the licathen Indians against tho pro-
gress and influcnec of the Christianized
and civilized ones, and if there had been
a timely educational effort made, the
weight of the former would have heen
trifling in comparison with tho latter. It
is too soon to judge bhow necessary it was
to let the troops loose; it is not too soon
to pit{ the unfortunate Sioux. When-
aver the earthen crock swims with irop
ones it isrure to sutler.”

THE COLORADO [MBROGLO.

LaTE dispatches from Colorado give
a gloomy pictureof the situation in the
Btate Legislature. The dispatch says:
“Every man was loaded and a false
inovement, a word or a eignal, aye,
oven the quiver of the lip will cause nn
explosion of the pent-up feeling and a
Lloody revolt.*

The Capitol is in thehiands of heelers,
roustabouts, grmblers, hobos, buliles
and such kind of hip-pockes, collar-
and-elbow statesmen. Shooting s ex-
pected to commence at any moment,

This condition of affairs s disgrace-
ful, and augurs badly for the civiliza.
tion of Colorado. It is guch scenes as
these that give occasion for the sup-
porters of moaarchy in the Old World
to curl their lips with ecorn at repub-
lican institutiona. The people should

| see to it that men are elected to repre~

sept them who will have some respect
for order and some scnse of leglslative
dignity.

-

A BOGUS “JUSTICE.”

-

TNDER the decisionsof the Third
District Court,one of which is appesaled
fron: tho Supreme Court of the Teryi-
tor:7, and under a decision of the latter

141

court which pettles the general prin-
ciple involved, gix of the present al-
leged Clity Councllors sre occupying
places to which they were not elected.
The people of each municipal ward
or precinet are entitled by law to elect
tlie munioipal officers for that ward or
precinct. These incumbents claim
their places under the vote of the en-
{ire city and the provisions of a law
that was obmolete when they were
elected. 'That is a gpecimen of *Lib-
eral’” law and “Liberal’ polities.
Also an exhibition of the respect
which “Liberals®’ pay for the rulings
of courts.

Of course there {s nothing new in all
this. But there is something -connect-
et with it that seers to have escaped
general notice. Thesime Jaw which
provides that Councilmen' shall he
elected by the voters In each ward in
cities of the first class, also providea
that each ward shall eleet its own
Justice of the Peace, As two wards
have been go far cheated out of their
legal representation in the City Coun-
cil, ro they have been hitherto swin-
dled out of their legally elected Jus-
tices of the Peace.

There is something more. The Jus-
tice selected to sit as Police Magistrate,
and whio seems to have done very well
in many respects, ia Dow absent. His
place is filled by a peracn who has ne
lawful right to act in it. Mr. Kesler
comes from the Third Precinct to act
in the Fifth. Me was not elected by
the voters of that precinct., There-
fore he has no legal right to the oflice
of Justice in any precinct.

We do not say his official acts are
void, He appears as the de fucto ofli-
cer. But it was bad taste, to sray the
least, to push forward into thlaim.
portant pesition a person who, while
possessing no special qualifications for
that office, has no legal righl to it if
the Judicinl decizions mentioned above
areof nny value, But this Is another
indiention of “Liberal’® respect for
public deceney and the rulings of the
Judiciary.

UNDER FALSE PRETENCES.

I® 15 customary for bookmakers,
nowWspaper correspondents, preachers
and lecturers who can mnage to muke
the tour of the eontineut,to call on their
way al this clty, spend from twenty-
four houra to a week ov 8o in resting,
looking around and asking questions,
and then embodying in their publica-
tioss, a8 information galned on the
apot, the stuff with which they are
crammed by persons who take delight
in victimizing travelers.

Communications of this kind to the

press are 8o common, that it would be.



