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FIFTIETH SEMISEXIsemiannualANNUAL

conference
the fiftieth semi annual confer-

ence of the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints convened in
the large tabernacle at io10 am the
oth day of october 1880

presentpresent on the stand were presi-
dentdent john taylor and elders orson
pratt wilford woodruff C C
rich lorenzo snow PF adrichD rich-
ards george Q cannon joseph
F smith albert carrington and
moses thatcher of the council of
the twelve apostles elders eras-
tus snow and brigham1

young were
absent having from
a missmibsmissioniorilori through arizona new
mexico etc

counselor to the twelve D hi
wells

patriarch john smith
of the seven presidents of seven-

ties joseph young horace S
eldredgedredgeKI johnfohn van cott anavand W
W taylor

otof thothe presiding bishops ed-
ward hunter and leonard W har
dy

the presidency of salt lake and
other stakes besides leading elders
from all parts of the territory

conference was called to order by
president john taylor

the choir sang
mortals awakeawakes with angels join

and chant the solemn lay
prayer by counselor D 11 wells
the choir sang
sweet laIs the work my god my king
to praise thy name give thanks and singang

elder charnesCHARLES C RICH express-
ed thankfulness for the opportunity
afforded us of meeting together at
this conference it afforded an op-
portunityporportunity of reflecting on the great
and glorious principles of eternal
life weAVe should not permit ourselves
to become careless and indifferenterent to
the things of the kingdom of god
by heingbeing absorbed with the vain and
trifling things of this world we
should laala ourselves out for the per-
formanceforfirmanceformaneemance of those duties and cespon

that rest upon us as eldersunin israel and to accomplish thesethings we must enjoy the spirit ofbfgod which alone can qualifyus to
perform them we should attend to
presentI1 duties such as the building
of temples and seek to become unit-
ed in our temporal as well as our
spiritual labors we are far from
being perfect but our efforts should
not be slackened on that account
god rrequireseguires much labor at our
hands and by the aid and assistance
of hisbis holy spirit we should ever
be willing to continue to live before
him in a way and manner that will
be acceptable unto him for there
is no blessing that we can possibly
enjoy either temporal or spiritual
but what comes from his bountiful
hand that we may show our grati-
tude to him by our increased devo-
tion to his cause is my prayer in
the name of jesus christ

ELDER LORENZO SNOW spoke ofbf
the relationship we sustain to our
god and the obligations that
rest upon us inin I1obtaining the li light of
the everlasting gosnelgospel to guide nsus
through the journey of life thereis no necessity for us to become
darkened in our minds forwefor we have
the wolyholy priestpriesthoodildlidod and should ever
be guided by the spirit of god
which would fit and qualify us foror

serving him in an acceptable man-
ner and show us just what to do
and how to act through all the rela-
tionshipstiniontionships of life in things pertaining
ioto temporal as well as spiritual du-
ties he referred to the experience
of moses and the children of israel
showing the power and authority of
the holy priesthood in guiding and
directing the people in every duty
that pertained to their happiness in
this life and preparing them
for the gloryI1ory and edaenjoyoy
mentsmerits of I1thethoe world to come
for this very purpose the holy
priesthood has been bestowed in
thisthis our dayto guide and perfect the
saintssaing of god here and just in propor-
tion as we attain to intelligence in
this worldivorid and to integrity and
faithfulness in that so will be the
exalted condition in which we shall
appear behind the vail the holy
priesthood given in our day is pre-
cisely the same with which holy
men of god in all aagesaeses have been
endowed to guide ththe people in all
matters pertaining to their safety
whether individually or nationally
and just in proportion as the people
are willing to act in accordance wiwithth
the counsels and instructions of
those inspired to instruct tbthemem they
will become perfected in those laws
that we have received and be pre-
paredthedgued to hereafter enjoy the falness
off the glory of god elder snow
dwelt upon the necessity of practi-
cal holiness being imbued with the
love of god todayto day and walking in
the light of the lord in this world
not leaving these things for the
world to come

PRESIDENT jolln TAYLOR said
we had met here in conference to
talk over and reflect uponubon those prin-
ciples and doctrines thatt a are inter-
esting not only to us as a peo-
ple but to the people of
the whole world these meetings
in which are congregated together
the leading manfrommen from all parts of
the territory are convened for no
private or covetous motives but to
correct whatwhatevereyer in doctrine or in
practice is not in strict conformity
with the mind and will of god and
that we may endeavor to instruct
and strengthen each other in every
principle and practice of virtues and
integrity I1that will be approved be-
forefor-

i
high1g heaven theytiley are pure

and exaltedted principles that god has
in trusted to us even those thatthat per-
tain to eternal life we are respon-
sible to god for the dissemination of
those principles throughout the na-
tions of the earth how necessary
it is then that we should be under
the direction of the almightyjnin all
of our ways and that we prac-
tise in our jiveslives the truths which we
are commanded to impart to othersat thisthia point president taylor
feeling somewhat indisposed took
his seat

ELDER GEO Q CANNON said we
profess to have revelations from god
and should be guided always by his
holy spirit to enable us ototo perform
those duties that are placed upon us
so that our labors may be acceptable
before god he spoke of the de-
lightful experience of those who had
yielded obobedience6dieldierice to the ordinances
and requirementsirelreirementaments of the gospel and
lived continuallycontinually under the influ-
ence of that divine spirit which
they received at confirmation which
constantly pointed out to them the
way they should go and which was
pleasing to their heavenly father
thus the humble seekers and follow-
ers of the lord jesus christ after
being perplexed by the conflicting
theories and churches of men real-
ized to their unutterable joy that
they at length had found out a truththat was free from all uncertainty
this was the experience that glad-
dens the hearts of the latter day
saints in these valleys and where
ever they may be found on the face
of the earth he waswag glad
that so many had met
together this morning to receive
the word of god and those instruc-
tions that are calculated to benefit
and unite the saints

he said in no place that he had
visited could he find a people so
united and happy and opposed to
strife litigation and quarreling and
so obedient to good laws and whole-
some principles as thase who dwelt
in these valleys he knew this to
be the church and kingdom of god
he also knew that god hadbad raised
up thetile men who now lead us and
that god would increase this people
in power and numbers until their
influence would be felt throughout
the nations of the earth uinot for
themselves but for the good of anilall
ghis is a phenomenal people whereaberis there anything like them herewe have a people drawn together bybione common impulse from all na-
tions and creeds speaking almostalmust
every language known on the earth

andmd having various national peculi-
arities and customs now dwelling
together in comparative peace and
union and influenced by one spirit
what a spectacle to behold there
is nothhingfing like it on the face of the
earth only a few years ago god
revealed his mind and will to an un-
lettered youth and organized a
church with only six members and
now look at its proportions no hu-
man being alive could accomplish
such grand and glorious results god
is the author of it and he will
consummate his plans and purpurposeposse
in connection with the saints of
latter days everything we now
behold was predicted fifty years ago
by the leaders ofbf this church what
they hadbad declared which was not
yet fulfilled would surely be fulfilled
god will attract by the power of
truth men from every nation who
will come trooping by thousands
to zion in spite of all the opcrtion that may be brought to bear
against this work by men and gov-
ernmentsernments it wiilwill piprevailevailevall prophets
may be slain and an humblebumble people
persecuted but the work is
imperishable and indestructible rej-
oice then ye latter day saints for
great and glorious things await you
there are many in our midst who
have grown grey in the service of
god but when they pass away
others will come up in their places
and everything predicted concerning
the latter day glory will be accom-
plished to the very letter

PRESIDENT jornJOHN TAYIB said as
the conference would be likely to
continue till next sunday the con-
ference would be adjourned till to-
morrow morning at 10 am and
this afternoon would give an oppor-
tunity for the brethren to attend to
their business matters he desired
the seats on the south aide of the
stand to be reserved for the presi-
dents of stake their counselors
and the members of high councils
and the north for bishops and their
counselorscoun president taylor said
that he had been attending closely
to business and had exerted himselfhimseifelf
considerably and as a consequence
felt a little faint while he was speak-
ing this morning otherwise there
was nothing the matter with him

ELDER W WOODRUFF gave no-
tice that a meeting of the young
mens and ladies mumutualtuai improve-
ment associations would be held
this evening in the assembly hall
at 7 pm

the choir sang the anthem
I1 will extol thee

conference adjourned till 10
a in tomorrowto morrow thurs-

day
benediction by elder L john

nuttall

SECOND DAY

thursday oct 7 1880
10 a in

choir sang
come we that love the lordlordi
and let our joys be known

prayer by elder F D richards
choir sang

behold the mountain of the lord
in latter days shall rise

emeraELDERA CARRINa towTox felt grate-
ful for the privilege of enjoying the
inestimable blessings of our heaven-
ly father which he continues to
grant untourto us from time to time he
requires of us the keeping of his com-
mandmentsmand ments and inasmuch as we
observe them there is no blessing
either of a temporal or spspiritualritual na
ture which will be denied us such
were the conditions made to those
who first came to inhabit this choice
landlaud so long as they kept and ob-
served his requirements they were
blessed and prospered in the land
but when they became wayward
and disobedient they were chasten
ed and afflicted until they were
finally swept from the face of the
earth the pure principles of the
gospel have been revealed for our
government inin this our day and the
preaching of the gospel throughout
the nations of the earth has been
the means of gathering a great and
numerous people from almost every
quarter of the globe and no one need
suppose that they have been gather-
ed here to gratifygratiay thetheir1r 0ownwn wbwhims1 ms
or to gain any supposed popularity itt
might bring them but in the midst
of the suffering and strife that their
acceptance of the principles of the
gospel had brought upon them to
serve the lord with all their hearts
seekerseekingag first of all to know his will
and then to carry it into practical
effect in their every day lives we
have been led by revelation from the
time that joseph first received a
knowledge of gods will 1inn hhisis
early youth and from the earli

est period of mans existence
on the earth and through all the
intermediate periods spoken of by
all the prophets since the world be-
gan the grand principle of cevela
tion stands out as a bold and con-
spicuous principle the lordbord gives
line upon line and precept upon pre-
cept to his children and the speaker
knew of no other way that god
could expect submission to his will
by his children except by revealing
that will to his servants and they
to make known to the people that
which he reveals god does not look
upon fithele world as we do we woulduinnnaturallyra1ly choose the wise and
worldly mighty to usher in such a
work as god has commenced bubut
he chose as his servants the meek
humble and unlearned and with
them he has said he will thresh the
nations by the power of his spirit
those who do not understand the
principles we have embraced will
readily concede that the revelation
given to the prophet joseph inIII the
beginning that god would employ
the weak and unlearned ones to
carry out his purposes is correctcorrects for
they do not fail to charge us with
being a weak and ignorant people
thus admitting the truth of thapthaitha
which god himself made hknown
but such being our character in thethet
estimation of the world it should
not prevent us from seeking after a
knowledge of the great work that
god our father has commenced and
be preparing ourselvesoursel-ves for the bless-
ings that await iusus in the redemption
of zion vvelve must labor to eradicate
from ouon selves all that is degrading
and live according to the decrees of
our kind wise father in the heavens
but there are some who seem to pre-
fer

re
their own secret will and ttheirreirrein

own wayward way marking their
own course according to their own
skill in very great blindness and
foolishness but it is the duty of
the latter day saints to be guided
by the revelations of god that they
may overcome and inherit the glory
of the righteous

ELDER W WOODRUFF said every
one who attempts to preach to and
instruct the baines of god must
have the spirit of god in order to be
successful as a teacher ever since
the foundation of the world the
servants of god have been sustained
by the almighty in fulfilling the
words which they uttered no matter
what the day or age of the world in
which they lived they
sible to god in delivering the mes-
sage they were sent to make known
and although in many instances it
cost them their lives yet hav-
ing received the priesthood they
were under the strongest obli-
gation to god and the people
and had to perform their duty and
leave the result in the hands of god
he then spoke of joseph smith the
prophetProphel whom god had raised up
called and ordainedordalned to lay the foun-
dation of this great latter day work
and who ordained apostles and or-
ganized every branch of the holy
priesthood he then addressed
himself to those presentpresentacpre as being a
ggenerationenervationeneration of apostles and elders no
otherothen0therhen generation ever enjoyed such
privileges or were under such obliga-
tions we will be held responsible
for our exercise of all the authority
and power conferred upon us and if
we could only see ourselves as god
sees us if the vailvall could only be
lifted to show us our true position
how different many of us would act
to what we do in reference to the
things of god their hearts would
not besetbe set upon the things of this
life but upon the things orot the
kingdom he spoke of the fifty
thousand millions of the human
family behind the vailvall who have so
many years been shut up in prison
and joseph smith who holds the
keys of this dispensation was the
first onetoone to open the doors of that
pprisonrl 0n house for ages and to preach
the gospel of salvation to them we
must build our temples and attend
to the ordinances of the gospel
in behalf of our dead who have died
without a knowledge of the gospel
this is one of the most important of
our responsibilities let us go totoj
and build temples pay our tithing
attend to our prayers and not give
so much heed in accumulating the
wealth of the how hardly
sshallha I1 a rrich1ch nimanan enter the kingdom
of god the poor can work for
their bread and live their religion
while the rich become engrossed
with the cares of the world he did
not wish to reflect on those who are
wealthy either in the church or out
of it for the lord intended us to be-
come a wealthy people but we must
makekake a wise and good use of what
lielleie places in our hands we shallshailhalhai 1 be
held responsible not only for shethethe use
we put our wealtheaith to but every other
gift god has blessed us with no

other people in our day can go forth
to the nations and call upon them to
believe repent and be baptized for
the remission of their sins and pro-
mise them thothe gift of the holyoly
ghost for so doing but by this
means the of this people
have been gathered to these moun-
tains god has inspired his servants
and sent them forth with this mes-
sage and has backed them up by
the power of his spirit and by this
power alone can we build up his
kingdom which he prayed we
might be able to do in name of
jesus

the choir sang an anthem
thinewhine 0 lordlond is the greatness

conference was adjourned terz
p m I1 I1

benediction by elder orson Pratprattfr
thursdaythursdays 2 p inm

choir sang
softly beams the sacred dawning
of the great millennial mommorn

i iprayer by elder joseph PF ssmith
choir sang

hark listen to the trumpeterstrumpetersteraltheywhey adusoundgoundnd mortor volunteersvolunteera

eldereloer geo Q cannon then read
UPtho statistical reports from all the
0stakestakes of zion for the half year end-
ing sept

ELDER J D T mealMoAlallistermo amsteriUSTER
said it was two years siamsince he had
attended conference in this city
mostalost of the people present are latter day saints and have made coves
nants with god and each otherothero we
are apt to watch with a scrutinisingscrutinizing
eye those men who are placed over
us to lead us we expect to beasea
perfection in them what should
we thinkth ink if the apostles were to topstops
at our saloons to take a drink of beer
or liquorliquor should we not be surprisedI1anandd yetyot howbow many are there in

vuourr
midst who do 0soo and men too
who hold the holy priesthood and
whose example should be worthy of
imitation time was when the
name of god was scarcely ever heard
taken in vainyain in this city and those
who did blaspheme were soon in the
hands of a peace officer the sab-
bath day should be kept holy and
we should teach our children to keeheekeep
it holy the amusementamusemelit providaprovided
for our youngstung people especially
dancing should be controlcontrolledolededbyby the
servants of god according to in-
structions issued in circular by pre-
sidentaident johntJohn taylor tithing should1

be observed by all saints in the time
and season thereof and they dl
notbiot leave it until the of decem-
ber it iais a daily weekly or monthly
afraaffairirasas the case maybemay be offerings
for the poor and other worthy objects
also should be attended to this be-
ing another requirement of chegosthe gos
pel and we cannot amfordafford to trifle
with or neglect it it is our duty to
pray for and sustain the serservantsxantavanta otofgod who have for so many years
borne the heat and burden of the
day we should also read and study
the scriptures the biblebibie the bookboox
of mormon and other good books
we should strive a happy life
and if each member of a family
would live as the children of god
should live what a beautiful home
such a family would present there
is a great work before us not only
for ourselves but fop our dead alsoalco
weweecanean tumturn the key of their sniSDIsalva-
tion

va
by attenattendingdrw to the ordinancesordinaleest

of the gospel inin their behalf wetwee
are making a record of our idiestries
in the way ofor tithing and other
things connected with our duties
and responsibilities thetho books kept
in heaven will agree with those kept
on the earth our religionon is one
that happihapp lilesfies us in every relation of
life every ehichichildI1d that we have andtrain aright is a star in in thathatt crown
that we expect to wear by and byewe should try to educate ourselves
in keeping the commandments ofgod we should observe the word
of wisdom in the spirit and meaning
thereof it takes in a veryveny wide scopepe
connected with all thetile acts of our
lives and we should be guided
thereby

he spoke of the great work thathas been done in the temple at stgeorge many appreciated the bless
ings to be obtained there while
others appeared to think but ii1 I tietle
about them over had been
officiated for in that temple since ikitwas first opened he also made a few
encouraging remarks on the subject
of baptism for the dead and gave
the following statistics of ordinance
work in the temple aat st georgeeorge up
tot0 june 1880 baptisms for the
dead endowments for the
dead ordinations forforthethe dead

dealingssealings for the dead
children dead sealed to parents
1314
shehe said that quite a number of

saintsSaintsinthein the south were living inhl


