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THE OLD APPLE TREE.
Heres the old apple tree, where In boyhood I
sporied,
When my heart waa as light ne the blessomes
it bore;
Where my 01d malden nunt by the parson wns
courted,
In her prim cap and gown Ruch as ludies then
wore.
On this rude oaken bencb, *nenth bending
boughs seated,
Whiie the witd bee was homming ite song in

the tree,
There we children oft-times by our elders were
treated
To share with thelr gossip some eakes and
weak ten.

Look) here are the names of the mAany now
sleeping,
Of dear parcnis and kindred long gone to the
tomb;
The oid apple tree, like a lrue friend, is heaping
The oak bench they sat on with beauty and

bloom.
In the glad days of spring, when the spirit re-
joices,
When the old apple tree looks as gay as a
bride,
Icould dream thal I heard every oneof the
volces I
Of 1ho frionds who sat here on the bench g
my eide, :
Evéry rudely carved nome hasna story to tol)
me—
And that trucelover's knot, I remember it
well;
It wap carved on the day when my first grief
befel me,

The day of my parting with sweet Iaabel.

Ohl the old apple tree, where in boyhood I
sported,
And the rude oaken Lench, they are stil] in
their place;
But the dear househeld faces whose weleome I
courted,
They have vanished und left me the lastin
the race. H. CovLE.
= Fick's Magazine for May.

OPEN TO ARGUMENT.

The larger anti-Mormon organ,
Rpeaking of the members of Jts alleged
Liberal party, saye: -

“Atthe same tlme they are fair and
straight men and are open 10 any reason-
able argument or (0 a reasonable stato-
ment of facts at any time."’

Thet the organ says in another edi-
torial, referring to the action of a per-
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tion of ita Liberals who have organized
a Democratic campaign:

'“They are doceiving themselves or are
trying to deceive the people.”

Let us see it that eaditor is ‘‘open to
any reasonable argument’’ on this. The
avowed purpose of theso-celled Liberal
party is now, and has been for many
years, to disfranchise the Mormon
voters of Utah. Many of the Demo-
crats who for long have affiliated
with that alleged Liberal party have
come to the conelusion that disfran-
chisement for opinion’ssakeis a crime;
that the people of Utah have made s0
much progress in spite of their enemies
that they are entitled to peace
and all the rights of eitizen-
ship that the government guar-
antees to all other seets; that
it1e time to cease the unholy strife
that has made Utah a forbidden land,
and open the gates to thatinflux of
modern life and industry that will
bring to Utah the prosperity she de-
serves, Knowing that this cannot be
done by or through the alleged Liberal
party that never forgets, never for-
gives, and never advances, the Demn-
crats have taken this new depsarture
with full faith that the hour has come
to put an end tothe hateful strife of
the past. They say all this openly.
Where then are they practising deceit?
The only question is—Have they a
right to aet? If not, then are they the
serfaand slaves of the gang that runs
the so-called Liibernl party. But the
organ of thesajd Liberal patty, speak-
ing of the reeent dermonstration to-
wards the President, said it was “‘the
demonstration of a perfectly free peo-
ple,”’ Such being the case, the Demo-
crats must be free to act as they see fit,
and hence in boltiug the pariy with
which they have hitherto worked they
areexercising the prerogative of liberty
which the anti-Mormon organ admits
they possess. Bince, therefore, they
have a right to do what they have
done,and have openly proclaimed their
purpose and the reasons for their action,
tbey can be neither decelving them-
selvea nor the people.

A nother point to which I wish to call
attention is in connection with the
following, from the larger antl-Mor-
mon organ, It says: .

“When the Mormon Church, through
thosa who havo authority to speak in the
Mormon Chureh, snnounce to their peo-
ple in an authoritative way their beliaf
that the mission of the Péople’s party is

finished; when they tell their people to
accept their place in either of the great

political parties that they may choose;
that henceforth they will never be saub-
jected to criticlsm for their acts or their
votes; that they alre absolutely as free as
any other American in the country, then
the Libaral party will say: ‘Very well,
whether tLis be true or not, we are will-
ing to aceept it to be trne and to adjust
things on tgat line

Let us suppose that the opgan is sin-
cere in making thle announcement,
If it is sincere then it will be consist-
ent. If it is ‘‘willing to accept’’ such
an action of the Mormon chureh ‘‘to
be true, and to adjust things on that
line’’ as to the franchise among the
Mormon people, it will not stultify it-
self by proclaiming in the same editor-
inl breath, as it were, that another and
more important point, the action of the
entire Mormon church,is a lie. In the
same editoria} from which the above
quotation is made is the following:

“We think that many(of the Mormens)
are going into polygamy, and that thou-
sands of the old polygamists still keep
up their polygamousrelations.*

If, now, the members of the Liberal
party are ‘‘fair and straight men and
are open to any reasouahble argument,?
they must see that their vrzan is de-
ceivifig thera or itrelf. If the Mormon
church leaders conld be trusted in case

they should eay to their people
“You must henceforth vote as
you please,’> then they should

be trusted when they say to the people
““You must no lopger practice poly-
gamy.” When,in addition, the people
respond, “We wlll accept your advice;
we will no longer practice polygamy,”?
there is a double resson why the
Liberal party should say “Very well,
whether this be true or not, we are
willing to accept it to be true and to
adjust thinge on that line.”

But ifthe Liberal party is ready to
make this avowal and do this thing,
the very flrst step will be to say: “We
glve up the old fight; we will sing no
more the old songs of hate; gur cry for
disfranchisement shall no more be
heard. Henceforth, we will stand
with all the people of Utah for the
freerlom, peace and prosperity of all
Utan!”’ If, I say, the Liberal party is
“open to any reasonable argument,??
such wiil be its conclusion. Let it but
mnnfully proclaim the fact that such
has become-its conclusion, and Utah
will rise like a liberated giant, from
whose limbs the gyves have been
stricken, and bound forward with
paces that will astonish the world, and,
most of all, that part ot it which,



