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USETHE RIGHTS OF THE priesthood

delivered at the utah stake
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noon january 14 iby by

PREST WILFORD WOODRUFF

J REPORTED BY ARTHUR WINTER

I11I am pleased to meet with so many of

thehe saints otof god I1 have listened to
toethe remarks that have been made at
this conference upon the priesthood
and have been veryverv much ininterestedterestea
and edified I1 do not know of any sub-
jectjedinin the church otof more importance
toib the inhabitants of the earth and to
ourselves than the holy priesthood in
listening to brother F M clymansLyta ans re-
marks concerning the lesser priesthood

pe many thoughts and reflection
some of them I1 feel to express to the
tatter day saints there is one prin
aoe connected with the priesthood

hatt I1 want all israel to understand and
ilhatt is this it makes no difference what
portiontooruon ot the priesthood a man holds
V h i holds any at all he has rights

methDvbetherer he be a deacon or whether he
be an apostle the priesthood held by
jfhn has rights on earth and in the
heavens in this connection let me

todtead a paragraph or two from the book
ofrf doctrine and covenants

behold there are many called but few are
chosen0 and why are they not chosen

because their hearts are set so much upon
ikedie things of this world and aspire to the
leonorsnors 0of men that they do not learn this one
lesson

that the rights of the priesthood are insepa-
rablyaj connected with the powers of heaven and
aliatat the powers of heaven cannot be controlled

itar bandied only upon the principles of right
aaersousness

that jsis the principle that we should
sixty years ago the aoth

ot testlast december I1 heard the first ser-
mon I1 ever heard in this church the
next day I1 was baptized there were
very few branches of the church in the
country at that time I1 was ordained a
teacher my mission immediately corncom

I1 traveled the next sspringn a
thousand miles with the propprophetet osephjoseph
in zions camp I1 went throught r u h thatat
whole mission as a teacher arrivedstolein missouri several of us stopped at

m where we held a
aeaTo echerschers l meeting I1 remained in that
onyce until at the conference I1 was or

a priest I1 never was ordained
A deacon I1 was sony I1 was not for I1

bad a great desire to fill that office

however I1 was not blessed with it
aaers I1 was ordained a priest I1 was sent
by the father olof brother partridge here
pQ a mission to theth

1

e southerns country

that was in the tallfall of 1834 1I had a
companion with me and we started out
without purse and scrip I1 traveled
alone a good many miles and preached
the gospel and I1 baptized a number
that I1 could not confirm in the church
because I1 was only a priest the first
time I1 ever met with brother A 0
smoot was upon that mission I1 trav-
eled some time preaching the gospel
before I1 was ordained an elder I1 was
ordained an elder under the hands of
warren parrish afterwards by order
of the prophet joseph I1 was ordained a
seventy by david patten who was mar
byred in missouri lorfor the word of god
and testimony of jesus christ in 1837

the same year that brother kimball
went to england and opened the mis-
sion there I1 got permission from the
presidency in kirtlandKirti and to go to fox is-
lands beinbeing impressed by the spirit to
go there vilewhile I1 was there I1 was
called by revelation with several others
to fill the places of those who were
fallen of the twelve apostles 1I have
been some fifty four years a member of
the twelve apostles I1 have traveled
with that and other quorums now for
sixty years and I1 want to say to this
assembly that I1 was just as much sus-
tained by the power of god while hold-
ing the office of a teacher and especi-
ally while officiating in the vineyard as
a priest as I1 ever was as an apostle
there is no difference in this so long as
we do our duty

when a man holding any portion of
that priesthood goes before god the
heavens are bound to hear him if he
magnifies his priesthood and certainly
it is our duty to gago before the lord and
ask hitahim for what we want and when
we do that in faith god hears and an

us god hahas heard the prayers
of the men who have borne the priest-
hood from the day that joseph smith
received the plates from the hands 0off
moroni and he has fulfilled the prophe-
cies contained in the bible and the
book of mormon the church has
never fallen notwithstanding her afflic-
tions her persecutions her drivings
and her martyrdomsmartyr doms but god has sus-
tained it when the lord bestowsbestons gifts
upon the children of men inin connection
with the priesthood those who receive
those gifts are responsible for the use
they make of them we are respons-
ible lorfor the use we make of the holy
priesthood which has been placed upon
us whatever is necessary for us to
receive and enjoy it is our duty to ask
the lord for we should go before
him in secret places and make our
wants known that our prayers may be
heard and answered upon our headsbeads
herein lies our strength our trust is
in god and not in man he has com-
mitted this work into the hands of his

son jesus christ the savior of the
world and this mission has been upon
him from the days of father adam
he was apointedappointedp as the great sacrifice
from bafobeforere the foundation of the world
he came in the meridian of time and
died for the redemption of man we
are engaged in the last dispensationwe are called upon to build up this
church and this zion and we can
only do it by the power of the holy
priesthood no man has authority from
god totd administer to the childrenchildrenofof
men the ordinances of life and salvation
only by the power of the holy priest-
hood the power of that priesthood is
with the latter day saints when our
brethren go out to the world I1 do not
care whether they are priests or elders
or Seventiesor apostles and they offer
to the gentiles the gospel of christ
the power of god is with them as long
as they magnify their calling that
power bears record to every honest
man and woman concerning the truth
of the message which these men bear
by that power men and women have
been pricked in their hearts and thespirit of god has homeborne testimony to
them you have found this to be true
so have I1 without this power of the
priesthood these effects cannot be
manifested to men in the flesh I1 hope
that all israel will understand this prin-
ciple you have not got to wait till
you are an elder or a high priest or
an apostle before god can hear your
prayers I1 know the lord preserved
my life when I1 held the office of a priest
in one instance a man who sought my
life without any action on my part fell
dead at my feet as though he was
struck with a thunderbolt from heaven
and I1 attended his funeral the next day
I1 had many blessings as a priest and
had the spirit and power of god in that
office

every man inin every office ought to
magnify his priesthood the deacon
ought to do so I1 was very much
pleased once in seeing a number of
deacons magnify their calling down
here at nephi they went through the
city and chopped every piece otof wood
which every widow in that town had
brother geo teasdale the president of
the stake had three or four cords of
cedar wood in his lot and he went home
one night and found that it had dis-
appeared he wondered what was the
matter but when he came to look
around he found it all chopped up in his
woodhousewood house they magnified their call-
ing splendidly there

today we are in some respects in
peculiar circumstances we should
trust in the lord and do what is right
I1 know the priesthood is given for the
salvation of men and for the adminis-
tration of ordinances both for the living


