772 THE DESERET INE W S. J an.b
DISCOURSE its holy principles. A great many | do not know anything about it, jast as it of[:l;?;'iﬂe:tufﬁ:l%?:fr E?IEE?&EE: in the same wisdom, to forgive us our
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have been breught bere by the

| eharity and aid of their abler bre-

thren ane sisters, who, like them-
selves, once were poor and desti-
tute, but who, after, reaching here,

DELIVERED AT THE

Forty-sizth Semi-annual Conference | aided in bringing multitudes hith-
o7 the Church of Jesus Christ of |er who, but for the assistance thus
in the New |rendered, must have been in Baby-

Latter-day Saints,
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sun—
day Morning, Oct. 11th, 1875.

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

WE are blessed at this Confer-
ence with a very large amount of
teaching and instruction of a most
interesting and important charac-
ter, which, if accepted and adopted
as Lhe rule of our conduct, will
prove of great benefit to us individ-
ually, and of vast benefit to us col-
lectively. But it is with many of
these instructions as the Bavior
once said to some who came to him
and inquired ubout a certain mat-
ter. Said he—*If you will receive
it this is the KElias which was to
come.” So it is with these pre-
cious instructions—if we will re-
ceive them they will be to usasa
people of great assistance in en-
abling us to wake up from the
slumbers which many of us have
indulged in, and to ¢ngage in a de-
gree of usefulness that will make
our lives profitable unto us and

| their prayers and blessings for you,

gathered around them the com-|
forts of life, and,by their donations,

lon to-day.

Now, seecing that some of our
brethren have amassed them-
selves riches by tradingan ling
with this vast multitude of people
gathered by the labors of the priest-
hood, is it any more than right and
proper tbat God and his people
should .ask of them to use their
means so as most effectually to bless
His people and bring te pass His
purposes? Not assome would have
it—that the means thus acquired
shouid be sown broadcastor thrown
away among the people, not at all;
but let the owners of this wealth.
acknowledge the hand of God in
enabling them to accamulate it,
aud now let it make of them bene-
factors in the midst of the people,
by taking to themselves the same
spirit that President Young has
poured forth during this conference,
and, with him, seek to bless the
house of Israel. And let the people,
from this day on, add to this means

and let yourselves and your sub-

others.

The work of the Lord, ever pro-
gressing, ever advancing, brings
us, from time to tg:le, new and pe-
culiar features,of fdith and doctrine,
and rules of life and conduect, for
our consideration. And this is one
reason why the gospel presents
such a eentinued growing and in-
creasing attachment and fascina-
tion to the Latter-day Saints—an
interest which no other people feel,
because theidu not have profes-
sions of faith which increase, de-
velop, and, in their tendeney, bring
their adherents and devotees near-
er to the knowledge of God, or to
the perfection of praetiece in their

stance be hallowed and consecrated

to the service of God and his peo-
ple, that what you bave thus ac-
cumulated may exalt you in the
midst of the Saints and give them
to see that by this you willdo them

!

the greater service and administer
more abundant good unto them.
By so doing you ean identily your-
selves with God’s people, and your-
selves and all the¢ He has given
can be mdade useful to the greatest
extent in advancing the Redeem-
er’s Kingdom, while the prayers
and blessings of a host and the
blessings of the priesthood can yet
be bestowed upon you, and you can
be an exception to that saying—

.faithj and hence our miudsare con-
tinually fed with something differ-
ent and varied, yet a constituent
part of the great whole, that Jeads
the people forward, increasing from
faith to faith and from knowledge

““How hardly shall they that have
riches enter into the kingdom of

God!”

Bnt if, on the other hand, this wealth so
acquired, is beld for the purpose of grati-
fying a vain pride, and to accumulate a
fnrther abundance of this world's goods,
that they may beconsumed upon the Justs

#

to knowledge, and, if living to that
knowledge, to an incmd ability
to carry it eul acceptably to God,
and profitably to the interests of
his kingdom. -

There are some of our brethren
who seem to think and feel and
take it rather hard, the way that
the word of the Lord and the coun-
sel of his servants come forth unto
them. I refer to our brethren who
have made to themselves wealth
and accumulated the means and
comforts of life by trading and deal-
ing in the midst of God’s people.
It seems to be now as it was in d.
past. The Savior himself under-
stoodd the most intricate workings
of the human heart,

of the adversary of souls, and also
the ways and means by which he,
like a roaring lion, sought whom
he could consume and destroy. The
Saviour said, in his day—‘‘How

hardly shall they that have riches |

enter into the kingdom of God!”
Now why is it so very diflicult? We
see and hear, in our own day, that it
is hard, difficult, for a portion of our
brethren to conform themselves to
that mede of life that will enable
them to secure to themselves bless-
ings in the Kingdom of God. How
is it, I ask myseif, and why? And
when I reflect upon the answer it
comes in this wise—Have not they
who find it thus difficult to con-
form to the requirements of heaven
threugh the priesthood accumulat-
ed their wealth from God’s people?
Yes. And have we not heard, du-
ring this Conference, from the
-mouth of President Y’nung, Elder
Woodrnff and others, of the deep
sufferings in which the elders went
forth in the beginning and gather-
ed up the le from the four
quarters of the earth? And do we
not know that this people, which
“constitute the inhabitants of Utah,
Jiave been gathered liere by the la-
‘hots of the Presidency, the Twelve
Apostles,and the elders whom they
have chosen to assist them? Cer-
tainly we do. The building up of
the Territory of Utah is the t of
the labors of the
Sen of God; and the people that
_have come here, and who compose
the population of this Territory are
they who have obeyed the gospel
at the risk and frequently at the
loss of all temporal blessings which
- their employers or their rulers could

ays |

of those who possess them, their interests
must be separata from those of God’s peo-
e and they cannot be saved wilh them.

here arc men of wealth among us whom
I deeply respect, and I desire, if possible,
that they and all they areand have should
be saved in the kingdom of God. But L
ask you all, as men of understanding and
brains, vou who have been able to make
this money, if you use this means for
some foreign, oniside purpose,ard not for
the interes!s of God’s kingdem, or for the
advancement of his people, how ecan you
go with them into the inheritance of the
Saints of light and be blessed with all the

blessings that are to be bestowed upon

the poor and meek of the earth? The sub-
ject comes naturally to that point, and I
ask my brethren who have wealth to con-

| Abraham and Jacob that have not

sider their position. Isnot thisa day favor-

and compre- | ableto you? You can use the rueans which
hended the most insidious devices | You

poseess, if you will be directed there-
in, so that they will prove as beneficial to
you, your households, your children and
your friends and elevate you to the rank
of benefactors to your race, as the like
wealth does in the hands ef Erﬂaideut
Young. He propeses to employ his means
80 as to bless Israel. He and all they who
walk in the trath propose that they and
all they have shall beemployed in the way |
that God shall direct through his servants,
to advance ihe interests of this great,
and best people on the earth, who
ave gathered from many nations to these
valleys of the mountains to find the favor
of heaven. This Is all'l care particularly
to say upon this subject at this time.

We ere called upon now, In a most pro-
pitious time, to r in:the vineywurd in
the kingdom o ; and we seem at
times to get into a condition of slumber,
to become dull and unconcerned, and as
if we felt in our hearts—*‘‘Let the Presi-
dency and the Twelve attend to these
thinge, we will jog along and attend to our
own aflairs.” The time hascome, breth-
ren and sisters, when we ought to put
away this spirit and this feeling. ‘Fhe
fami'y of GoC has become very numer-
ous upon the earih, and their circumstan-
ces varied: while there are thousands
and tens ol thousands of the seed of
yet
heard the truth, who are sluambering in
darkness awong the nations,. and have
Fut to be wakened and roused to it
tis time for cvery man, every woman,
and every child who has come to years of
understanding, who contemplate the pur-

priesthood of the |

poses of God as they are growing upon
the earth, to turn their rdsand consid-
erations to the welfare of the honsehold of
faith. It can not any longer be limived to
“me and my wife, my son John and his
wife, we four and no more.” We have to
awaken to those interecsts that have their
general effect among us as a people. The
principle of union which is being taught
nthﬁ?ent among the house of Itrael, and
w is termed %y many the United Or-
der, 1s a something which to the world
looks perfectly strange and anomalous;

]

they do not know that it ever had any-

divest them of on their accepting

thing to do with the religion and gospel of '
Jesus Christ. That is simply because they

is about all the rest of the principles of
the gospel. Authors of Listory, living
contemporancously with oursélves, have
written that it was by the principle of a
federated union among the churches aflter
the] erucifixion of the Saviour that gave
his people the astonishing power which
they held for two or three centaries in the
earth., Osne of these authors writes that
when the Savivur was crucified, instead of
the work being broken up and kLis adher-
ents scaltered, they immediately went to
work and united in stronger bonds of un-
ion, and, in their organizatlions, they asso-
ciated themselves on a principle of com-
munism in all their branches. This au-
thor also infocrms us that they then con-
federated logether and became very pow-
erful, and he gives them ecredit, for being
the determining power, that placed an
emperor upon the throne of Rome. Tuis
is the opinion of the aathor I refer to, as
to the influence and power that prevailed
in that orler which existed among the
early Christians after the.death of the Sa-
viour, All people who are goinz to exer-
cise Influence for the benefit of themselves
or the human family at large, must Jearn
how to unite, consolidate and employ (he
principle of power in order that they may
nctéumpliah great and mighty obtjects and
ends.

You doublless recolleet reading of the
ten persecutions of the Chistians. [tis
said regarding the seventh persecution, in
the days of the Emperor Severus in Rome,
that there was a great opposition got up
before this persecution was luauguiated
towards the Christians. They and the

gans were at terrible opposition,,and

lood waseshed as a consequence of it. Al
this time, when there appeared to be great
diffliculty and danger in the empire, there
sroee a certaln learned man by the name
of Tertullian, and he delivered a very pow-

erful oration before the magistrates of | Ag

Rome in defence of Chrietianity. Ttu&‘r

emperor, himsell was also present on the
occacion, And this learned man teld the
emperor and the magisirates, thal the
Christlans formed a very important part
of his constituency, and he could not af-
ford to ignore their presence and power in
the land. Said hc—*‘these Cktristians are
united among themselves, and”—using
thia precize Jangua “There is but one
thing that Christians have not in common,
and that one thing is their wives.” This
fact was enunciated by him as late asthe
year A. D, two hundred, when he was de-
l’endin% before the em peror, the rights of
a people who were belng persecuted, op
pressed and put to death because of their
religion. And this modern author says
that, as late as the year 305, the Christians

by the exercise of this united power of |

their communism combined and putan
emperor on the throse, mesning the Em-
peror Constantine.

1 merely allude to this to let you know
that this was something that the Chris-
tians belleved in anciently, and that thisis
a part of what we read in thatsacred book,
The Acts of the Apostles, where it says
they had all things in common, and no
man callecd aught that he had his own.
It was a principle of the gospel, a prinei-
ple of godliness, a principle of power em-
anating from hiin who holds in his hands
all power, and who will, at his pleasure,
exerclise it until he brings the kingdoms
of this world under the deminion of and
snbject to tbe kingdom of our God.

ell then, inaswuch as these priociples
existéd among the Saints and were known
and practised anciently; inasmuch as they
are eternal, and were prineciples of might
and strength in tbe hands of God’s peo-
le in Lhe early days of the Cluistian

hurch, shall we slamber and always lim
it our narrow ideas to curselves and our
families, and the few that are around us?
Or shall we waken up to the interests of
the whole, and Jet those who have long
been trodden down and have not had ad-
van and benefits puflicient to provide
for themselves, and to accumulate houses
and homes, come to a knowledge and un-
derstanding of princdiples by which the
may enjoy what we enjoy and all partake
of the blessings of God gogether?

There is a principle connected with this
and with aill the other doctrines of the
kingdom of God, which, if we may call it
80 more than any other, is a cardinal prin-
ciple of the church and kingdom, and that
is the principle of obedience. It is just
that which Is absclutely necessary to ena-
ble us to organize, and, as a people, to go
forward and accomplish what God would
havens do. We bave got tg come to an
understanding of the importance of obe-
dience; that is, the Importance of obeyin -
God and his servants whom he appoints
to dispense his will and word to us. There
i8 no ignoring the fact that there has been
a very great departure litterly from the
extent to which this prineiple was ente:-
tained among the Bainls a few years azo,

terrible consequences which followed a
eingle act of disobedience in the days of
Israel, commitied by one of her rulers,
when the kings of Ierael considered ittheir
highest and bollest privilege to bave a
prophet of God at hand to tell them the
will of the Lord.
for instance, to

forth to battle, they
would not go until they

had Inquired of

the man of God whether they would pros- |

r or whether they would not. In fact
t was the gift and blessing of God toall
Ierael, in all their days of prosperity, that
there was 2 man of God there who conld
dec!arz his will unto them. On one occa-
gion the Prophet Samuel said to King Saul
—*“Go and smife Amalek, and utterly
destroy tll that they bave, and gpare them
not: but glay both man and woman, infant
and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and
ass.” By the by, people did not goto
war then for every trifling occaeion, jast
to extend their dominion, &e., but they
went to war to carry out the counsels of
heaven. When any people were sufficient-
ly wicked, and had filled up the cup of

their iniquity, then did the Lord tell|

whomsoever he would to go forth and ex-
ecute his judgments npon them. What
was Saul ordered to do with Agag and his
people. Was he told to kill a few of the
wickedest and to bring home the best?
Not at all. He was told to go out against
them and to elay men, women aund chil-
dren: he was to make clean work of it-
And furthermore, the ~ prophet told
the king that he wae also to slay
the flocks and the herds as well as the

ple, for they were all polluted in the sight
of the Lord. The king went his way,

and what did hedo? Why he kiiled off |

the people‘ and a portion of their flicks
and herCs, but he brought home some of
the choicest of the latter, and also ki
az alive. And when the man of G
met bim aud asked bim if he bad done as
the Lord commanded him he replied,
““Yea, | have obeyed the voice of the Lord,
and I have brought King Agag, and 1 have
ntterly destroyed the Amalekites,”” Then
gaid the prophe!—*“What is this 1 hear,
the lowing of cattle and the blealing of
sheep?!” Saul suswered—‘‘They eaved
these and broughtthem home for an offer-
ing to the Lord.” This Jookod very nice,
but what was the result of this departure
from the word of the Lord? Why, the
prophet hewed Agag, the kine of the
Amalekites, in picces before the Lord,,
and because of this disobedience the king-
dem of Israel was rent from Saul, he was
dethroned and the kingdom was given to
a neighbor of his who was better than he.

‘Oh [srael, you men in high places and
Seints of the living God everywoere, take
notice that ‘‘obedience is belter than sae-
rifice and to hearken than the fat of rams,
for rebellion is as the sin of, witcheraft,
and stubbornness is as iniqnity and idola
try.” This principle of obedience must
be caltivated in our hearts until it occupies
our whole souls, until we, all we are, and
all that we can command shsall be subject
to God and to the counsels of his servants,
that we may be used and employed in ad-
vancing the interests of our Redeemer’s
kirgdom. I hold this to be one of the
higher laws of the holy priesthood, that
we Jearn to bring ourselves into perfect
subjection and obedience to the Jaw and
will of God; and mot only this, but we
must hand this down to our children.
The Lord said cmenmlni
know him, I bave found him ont, he will
do my will and he will command his chil-
dren after him.” I exhort my brethren
and sisters to take Lhis doectrine and prin-
ciple to their hearts, that we seek to know
what the mind and will of God is and
then, above all things, that we do it, lest
our blessinge and pow ers depart from us
as Saul's did from him.

We live in times that are pecaliarly in-

teresting indced, when we considerand re- |

fleet upen God’s providences and blessings
to us. Yetwe are forgetful and weak,
and in many ways fail to realize our ehii-

¥ | gations and indebtedness to Him, and our

many shortcomings in keeping His com-
mandments. We have, mauy of us, un-
der the various changing cirenmstances
surround'ng us in these valleys—working
in the canons and at every sort of thing—
done that which we onght not to have
done, and which has been displeasing in
the cight of God. It is a standiug fact
that wany have come to think that Sun-
day is a day of very little importance,
not even of sufliclent consequence te get
up to the Tabernacic to meeting; and yet
the Lord requires bis people to come to-
gether on the Sunday and partake of the
Sacrament, that they may witness unto
him that they always remember the sufler-
ings of His Son, that they are willing to
take upon them his name and to keep his
commandments, that they may have his
Spirit to be with them. Some of the peo-

in this Territory, before we so aboundedd ple get very careless about these things.

in the vices of the world that have been
imported into our midst, before we had so
much of the blandishments of civilization
brought unto us. There was a time here,
when il any one wanted to engage in any
important matter he scarccly felt willing
to do so without first enquiring of the
Lord, through his servant Brigham,
whether it would be counsistent with the
interecsts of the kingdom: but lattecly it
has come to that, that some even think It
an obtrusion upon them that the word of
the Lord should be tendered them, or that
the counsels of the church shonld be urg-
ed upon the minds of the people as some-
thing necessary and needful to be obeyed.
Why is this degeneracy? Why this reces-
sion from that point of obedience and un-
animity in beautiful conformity to the
will of God? It is because one and &n-
other have some will, wish, arrangement
and pn of their own which may not
be consistent with the church and king-
dom of God, and which they wish toecar-
ry out regardless of its interests, and with-
out caring whether it bé the will of God,
or whetber it wonld be befitting, wise or

practicable. And it has come to pess that
many haye grown cold.

They feel tired with their weoek'e toil, aud
they become s0 regardless of the things
of God that they omit their prayers, and
continually neglect the every-day simple
dutics required of them as the children of
God, and without attending to which they
cannot retain that Holy Spirit o necessary
to aid them in the performance of life's
duties acceptably to their Creator. But
God, in his pl‘ﬁ?iﬂﬂllce& Again grants us a
lime of repentance and remission of sine:
and now is a traly blessed time for many
to consider their ways and turn to the
Lord. They who have offended their
brethren, before going down into thé wa-
ters of baptism, should obtain each other’s
forg.veness, kindly fellowship and love, in
order that the blessing of God may be up-
on them; *‘for if yor forgive not thosec
who have trespassed against you, how
ghall your Father in heaven forgive you
your trespasses?” Again, when our Sa-
viour was teaching his disciples ‘how to
pray, he told them to say—‘‘Forgive us
our trespasses a8 we forgive those who
trespass against us.”” And I could not
but notice in the Deditation Prayer, yester-
day morning, that it was asked of God,

When they wanted, |

trespasses as we torglve thote who tres«
paces agaipst us. It should be the aim of
all to obtain the forgiveness and fellow-
ship of each other, that we may renew
that confidence, love and blessing which
we felt when we came first into the waters
of baptism, and which we need io have
conlinually with ns soas to have a con-
science void of offence towards God and
all men, but especially towards the people
of God. Let us forgive and love each
other; let us bless and be blessed of each
other and of God our Falher, and let us
Eu on helpingz to build up his kingdom and

is Zion on the earth, and the wicked may
take heed 18 best they can. The great
day is coming when they will stand afar
o and howl, weep and moeurn for the -
miscries that will be npon them; they
will not even have power to come up
amorg the people of God to harass, an-
noy, distress and perplex them.

We wculd to God that all men wonld
learn that he has eet up his kingdom, that

Abraham—*‘] |

his servants are bullding it up in the name
of I=srael’s God, and that we expeet it to
fill the whole earth. Ladies and tle-
men who are unbelieving, where will you
be on that occasion? If yon will be with
it and have its bleseing, and the favor of
God to be upon you, repent of your sins
and of your ignorance and folly inasmuch
as you have entertained doetrines that are
incongistent and vain. We realize that
our fathers bave inherited lies and vanity
and tbings whercin Is no prefit, but we
have escaped from their false traditions,
and rejoice in the knowledge of the truth.
Bat how is it with yon¥ What do yon he-
lieveconcerniug God? You believe that he
is & being without body, parls or passions,
that is, In others words, you believe that
God is nothking, for no belng can exist with-
out these attributes, either in heaven, earth
or hell. Then again, where are you golng?
Where would youn have the Lord reign and
bis people glorified?

& {ond the bounds of time and space,
Look forward to that heavenly place,
The Sainws' secure abode.”

There is no such place in existence,and
not one of you will ever live long enough
to find ench & place. Then turn from the
folly of such things, turn to the living
| God, who has made you in his own image,
and who has given us to understand in
his revelations that he possesses the same
general attributes with which he has en-
dowed us. I say, come to the living God,
and understand your relationship to him,
and take hold and help him to benefit and
bless the of mankind, and have your
blessings and inleritauces and be num-
bered with us.

Feeling thankful for this opportunity I
will now close my remarks, praying that
the blessings of this Conference may en-
ricu and strengthen every faithfnl soul,
that the path of duty may be plainer and
that they may have more strength and
energy to walk in it, and be enabled to
discharge every known obligation and re-
sponeibility to God with an eye single to
his glory, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

'I'._II. M. T, A

RicamoNDp, Cache County,
December £9, 1875.
Editor I'eserct News:

A meeting was held last evening,
in the hall at this place, for the

urpose of orgapnizing a Young
Men's Mutual Improvement Asso-
| ciation,

Addresses were made by Elders
M. H. Hardy and Morris Youny,
showing the necessity of and the
good resulting from such associa-
tions. After which the following
officers were elected by unanimous
v~ — \Tma U. Hobson, President;
Bobery N, Lewis and William Skid-
more, Counsellors; and Edwin
Smith, Secretary.

After some suggestions as to the
mode of conducting meetings and
of subjects for counsideration, the
meeting was adjourned until Satur-
day evening, January Ist, 187¢. A
meeting was appointed to be held
at that date for the purpose of en-
rolling members, and such other
business as might be deemed neces-
sary. HENRY BTANDAGE,

Clerk pro tem.
IIPRE

Gur Gountry Contemporarier.

Utah County Z%m s, Dee. 31—

We annnu'ﬁee, with ~ome regret,
that this will be the Jast issue of
this paper for the present. * 5
* e We beg to ~ny here, that
we suspend, not because the pub-
lication is a failure, vut, because
we do not want to s.crifice too
much in another direction. There
may be hopes of its resumption, if
the public of this County manifest
a proper desire and »pirit in the
enterprise,

We learn that the sales ‘at ‘the
Provo woollen factory, for. the
month of November, 1575, amount-
ed to the handsome sum of $23,254.-
49. The wool rec-ived %ato the
faclory for the year 1875 is $267,000,
and there are 140 pr su:s employen
ia its working:

—




