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BY DAVID W EVANS

WE arearo blessed at this confer-
ence with a very large amount of
teaching and instruction of a most
interesting and important charac-
ter which if accepted and adopted
as the rule of our conduct will
probeprove of great benefitbencillt to us individ-
ually and of vast benefit to uaus col-
lectively but it is with many of
these instructions as thotheth0 savior
once saidbald to some who came to him
and inquired rubout a certain mat-
tor

mat-
ter said helfhe if you will receive
it this is the eliasellas which was to
comecorne so it Is with these pre-
cious instructions if we will re-
ceive them they will bobe to us as a
people of great assistance in en-
abling us to wake up from the
slumbers which many ofor ilsfisus have
indulged in and to engage0 in a de
greenf usefulness that will make
our lives profitable unto us and
others

the work of the lord ever pro-
gressinggr ever advancing brings
us from time to time new and pe-
culiarculiareuliar feature fanthfaith and doctrine
and rules of life and conductconducts for
our consideration and this iaIs one
reason why the gospel presents
such a continued growing and in-
creasing attachment and fascina-
tion to the latter day saints an
I1terestinterestu which no othel people feel
because they do not have profes-
sions of faith which Inerincreaseeasepase de-
velop and in their tendency bringbring
their adherents andeind devotees near-
er to the knowledge of iodlodsodgod or to
the perfectionperfect lonion of practice in their
faithfalth and hence our minds are con-
tinually fed with something diffe-
rent and varied yet a constituent
part ofor the great whole that leads
the people forward increasing from
faith to falthlaith and from knowledge
to knowledge andiand if living to that
knowledge to an increased ability
to carry it eulout acceptably to god
and profitably to the interests of
his kingdom

there are some of our brethren
who seemmeem to think and feel and
take it rather hard the way that
the word of the lord and the coun-
sel of his servants come forth unto
them I1 refer to our brbrethrenethron who
have made to themselves wealth
and accumulated the means and
comforts of life by trading and deal-
ing in thefhe midst of gods people
it seems to be now as it was in days
past the savior himself under-
stood the mostmoat intricate workings
of the human heart and compre-
hended the most insidious devices
of the adversary of souls and also
the ways and means by which he
like a roaring lion sought whom
he could consume and destroydi stroybtroy the
saviour said in his day how
hardly shall they that have riches
enter into the kingdom of god
now why Is it so very difficult we
see and hear in our own day that it
is hard difficult for a portion of our
brethren to conform themselves to
that modemade of life that will enable
them to secure to themselves bless-
ings in the kingdom of god how
iaIs itsit I1 ask myself and why and
when I1 reflect upon the answer it
comes in this wise havoravo not they
who find it thus difficult boconto con-
form to the requirements of heaven
through the priesthood accumulat-
ed their wealth from gods peopleyes and have we not heard du-
ring this conference from the
mouth ofot president young elder
woodruff and others of the deep
sufferingsrings in which the elders went
forth in the beginning and gather-
ed up the people from the four
quarters of the earth and do we
not know that this people which
constitute the inhabitants of utah

hayebayehave eenbeeneon gatheredgatliered lierehere by the la
of the presidency the twelve

Apostlesand the elders whom they
shavoshavei have chosen to assist them cer-
p we do the buildbuildinging up of
the territory of utah is the fruit of
the labors of the priesthood of the
san of god and the people that

come here and who compose
the population of this territory are
they who have obeyed the gospel
at the risk and at the
loss of ailall temporal lifblessings which
their employers or their rulers could
divest them of on theirtheft accepting

its holy principles A great mamanyn
have been brought here by ttheI1 e
charitycliellarity audandau d aad of their abler bre-
thren and sisters wholikeIlkelike ththemem
delvs once were poor and desti-
tute but who after reaching herebere
gathered around them the com-
forts of life anday their donations
aialdedin bringing multitudes hith-
er who butblit for the asaiasalassistancestancestanco thusthua
rendered must have been in baby-
lon todayto day

now seeing that some of our
brethren have amassed to them-
selves riches by trading
with this vast multitude of people
gathered by the labors of the priest-
hood I1iss it any more than right and
proper that god and his people
should ask of them to use their
means so as most to blessblesa
his people andaud bring to pass his
purposepurposes not as some would have
it that the meansmeans thus acquired
should be sown broadcastbroadcasteror thrown
away among the people not at all
but let the owners of this wealth
acknowledge the handband of god in
enabling them to accumulate it
andaud letlot it mallomake of them bene-
factors in the midst of the people
by taking to themselves the same
spirit that president young has
poured forth during this conference
and 1 with him seek to bless the
houhouses of israel and letiet the people
from this day on add to this means
their prayers and blessings for you
and letiet yourselves and your sub-
stance bobe hallowed and consecrated
to the servicebervice of godanagod and his peo-
ple that what you have thus ac-
cumulated may exalt you in the
midst of the saints and give them
to see that by lnlathis you will do them
the greater service and administer
more abundant good unto them
by so doing you can identify your-
selves with godsgoda people and your-
selves and all thagthacf hohe has given
can be mademada useful to the greatest
exextentte it in advancing the redeem-
ers kingdom while the prayers
and blessings of a host and the
blessings of the priesthood can yet
be bestowed upon you and you cancah
be an exception to that saying
how hardihardlyy shall they that have

riches enter into the kingdom of
god

bat ifit odori the other hand this wealth so
acquired is held for the purpose of iratiarati
fjon avainasbina pride and to accumulate a
burther abundaabundanceucence of this worlds goods
that they may be consumed
of0 f thasethose who possespossess them their interests
must be separatetn from those of gods peo-
ple and they cannot be sayedsaved with them
there are men of wealth among us whom
I1 deeply respect and I1 desire if possiblee
that they and rillall they are and have should
be saved in the kingdom of god butbat I1
askaik you all as men of understanding and
brains you who have been able to make
this money I1 jonjou use this means for
some foreign outside seand riot for
the interestsinterestis of gods kingdom or forthe
advancement of his people how can you
pogo with them into the inheritance of the
saints of light and be blessed with all the
blessings that aroare to be bestowed upon
the poor and meekmeet of the earth the sub-
ject comes naturally to that point and I1
ask my brethren who have wealth to con-
sider their position ignotIs not this a day favor-
able tdtoyonyou youyon can use themeans which
you possess if you will be directed there-
in BOso that they will prove as beneficial to
you your households your children and
your friends and elevate you to the rank
of benefactors to your race as the like
wealth does in the hands afof president
young lieile proposes to employ his means
so as to bless israel he and all they who
walk in the truthtroth propose that they and
all they hayehave shallshail be employed in the waywily
that god shall direct through his servants
to advance the interests of this great
good and bestbeat people on the earth who
have gathered from manmaumany nations to these
valleys of the mountains to find the favor
of heatenheaven this Is alli care particularly
to say upon this subject at this time

we areere called upon now in a most pro-
pitiousetious time to Aborlabor inlix the in
the kingdom of godcod and we scamseem at
times to get into a condition of slumber
to become dull and unconcerned and as
ifit we felt in our hearts let the presi-
dency and thetho twelve attend to these
things wowe will log along and attend to our
own affairs the time has come breth-
ren and FlatElsisterserserv when we ought to put
away this spirit and this reelingfeeling the
familytamly of godgoa has become very numer
ou upon the earth and their circumstan-
ces varied while there arearc thousands
and tens of thousands ofdf the seedgeed of
abraham and jacob that have not yet
heardbeard the truth who are slumbering in
darknessdarkueebees amongawongamon thothe nations and have
nogott to bo wakened and roused to 14it
ft tiss timotime for every man every woman
and every child who has come to years of

who contemplate the pur-
poses of god aaas they arearc growing upon
the earth to tum their regards and consid-
erationserations to tiietile welfare of the household of
faith it can not any longer be limited to

me and my wife my son john and his
wife we four and no more we have to
awaken to those interestsInterest3 that have their
general effect among us as a people the
principle of union which is being taught
at present among the house of israel and
which lais termed by many the united or-
der is a something which to the world
looks perfectly strange and anomaanomalouslousiloust
they do not know that it ever had any-
thing to do with the religion and gospel of
jesus christ thatisthat Is simply because they

do not know anything about it just as it
la about allan the rest of the principles of
ahethehe gospelgos pelipelf authors of historyListory living11aving
concontemporaneouslyteapor with ourselves hhave
written that it was by the principle of ait
federated union among the churches after
the crucifixion of the saviour that gave
his people the astonishing power which
they heldheid for two or three centuries in the
earth one of these authors writes that
when the saviour was crucicruelcrucifiedfled instead of
the work being broken up and his adher-
ents scattered they immediately went to
work and united in stronger bonds of un-
ion and in their organizations they asso-
ciated themselves onou a principleprin cipleclyle of com-
munism in all their branches this au-
thor also informs us that they then con
federated together and became very pow-
erful and he gives them credit for being
the determining power that placed an
emperor upon the throne of romekamo taistills
is thothe opinion of the author I1 refer to as
to the influence and power that prevailed
inn that order which existed among the
early christians after the death of the sa-
viour all people who are going to exexer-
cise

er
for the benefit of themselves

or the human family at large must learnicam
how to unite consolidate andana employ the
principle of power in order that they may
accomplish great and mighty objects and
endends g

yonyou doubtless recollect reading of the
ten persecutions of the ChIst lansians ititisis
said regarding the seventh persecutionin
the days of the emperor severn in romeierome
that there was a great opposition got up
before this persecution was
towards the christians they and the
pagans were at terrible opposition and
blood was shed as a consequence of I1itle at
this time when there appeared to be great
difficulty and danger in the empire there
arose a certain learned man by thenamaethe name
of and he delivered a veryavery pow-
erful oration before the magistrates ofor
rome in defence of christianity the
emperor himself was also present on the
occaoccasionslonElon and this learned man told the
emperor and the magistrates thatthai the
Christchristianslansians formed a very important part
of hisbis constituency and he could not af-
ford to ignore their presence and power in
the land said hrhc these christians are
united among themselves andandl using
thiathis precise language there is but one
thing that christianchristians3 have not in common
and that one thing is their wives this
feifet was enunciated bbyy him as late asba the
year A D two hundred when he was de-
fending before the ememperoraror the nightsrights of
a people who were being persecuted op
pressed andaud put to death because of their
religion and this modern author says
that as late as the year the christianachristians
by the exercise of this united power of
their communism combined and put an
emperor on the throne meaning the em-
peror

1 merely allude to this to letiet you know
that this warwaa somebomesomething that the chris-
tians believed in anciently and that this is
a partapart of what we read in that sacred book
the acts of the apostles where it says
they had all things in common and no
man called aught that hohe hadbad his own
it was a principle of the gospel a princi-
ple of godliness a principle of power em-
anating from lihnhim who holds in hisbis hands
all power and who will at his pleasure
exerciseexerciso it until he brings the kingikingdomskin gloms
of this world under the dominion of and
subject to the kingdonkingdom of our god

well then inasmuch as these principles
existed among the stintssaints andund were known
and practisedpracticed anciently inasmuch as they
are eternal and were principles of might
and strength in the hands of gods peo
pie in the early days of the chillianChiiChil tian

churchburch shallsnail we slumber and always liuiilia
it our narrow ideas lo10 ourselves and our
families and the few that are around usuti
or shall we waken up to the interests of
the whole and let those who have long
been trodden down and have not had ad-
vantages and benefits sufficient to provide
for themselves and to accumulate houfhoushousesbousescs
and homes come to a knowledge and un-
derstandingderstanding of principles by which they
may enjoy what we enjoy andnud all partake
of the blessings of bod together

there is a principle connected with this
and with all thothe other doctrines of the
kingdom of god which if we may call it
so moreinore than any other is a cardinal prin-
ciple of the church and kingdom and that
Is the principle of obedience it Is just
that which Is absolutely necessary to ena-
ble us to organize and as a people to go
forward and accomplish what god would
have us do we have got to come to an
understandingtinderlanderstanding of the importance of obe-
dience that is the importance of
god and his servants whom he appoints
to dispense his will and word to us there
is no ignoring the fact that there has been
a teryvery great departure I1 itterly from the
extent to which this principle was entel
talked amongamon thetho saints a few yearbyears ago
in this territory before we BOso aboundabounaaboundedcd
in the vices of thetho world that have been
imported into our midst before we haaso
much of the blandishmentsblandish ments of civilization
brought unto us there was a time here
when if any one wanted to engage in any
imimportantoctant matter be scarcely felt willwillingil0to doo eoso inthoutwithout first enquiring of the
lord throughgh his gervservantaritatit brighamuricUrieham
whether it would be consistent with the
interests of the kingdom but latterly it
hashis come to that that some even think it
an obtrusion upon them that the word of
the lord should be tendered them or that
the coucounselsneels of the church should bobe urg-
ed upon the minds of the people as somebome
thing necessary and needful tobeto bo obeyed
why is this degeneracy why thiathis recesareces
slonelon from that point of obedience and un-
animity in beautiful conformity to the
will of god it is because one and sllsri
other have someborne will wish arranzarrangementement
and purpose of theirthein own which may not
be consistent with the church and king-
domdom of god and which they wish to car-
ry

car-
py out its interests and with-
out caring whether it bobd the will of god
or whether it would be wise or
practicable and it has come to pabsrass that
many hitehare grown cold

howtrow wabwas it among gods people in days
of old let us look for a moment at thothe
terrible consequences which followed a
ringlefingle act of disobedience inn the days of
israel committed by one ofor her rulersruler
when tthothehe kings of israel considered it their
highest and holiesthollest to lavetare a
prophetprophet of god at hand to tell themtheu thetho
willotwill of the lord when they wanted
for instance to gogb forth to battlebattlo they
would not cogo until they had inquiredInquIredofdotof
the man of gadgod whether they would pros-
per or whether they would not in fact
ftit was the gift and bleffblessinging of god to all
israel in all their days of prosperity that
there was a man of godtod there who could
dectar hisbis will unto them on one orca
flonfionfflon the prophet samuel said to kinkinnkins saul

go and smitesmile amaler and utterly
destroy all that they have and spare them
not but slayclay bothman and woman infant
and ox and sheep camel and
ass by the by people did not go to
war then for every trifling occaoccasionblonFlon just
to extend their dominion ac but they
went to war to carry out thetho counscounselselseis of
heaven when any people were sufficient-
ly wicked and hadbad filled up the cup of
their iniquity then did thetho lord tell
whomsoever he would to go forth and ex-
ecute his judgments upon them what
waswar saul ordered to do with Aagaragaggargaa and hisbis
people was he told to kill a few of the
wickedestwickedest and to bring home the best
not atallat allali lieiio was toiatola to go out against
them and to slayflay men women and chil-
dren bohe was to make clean work of it
and furthermore the prophet odtold
the kinging that he was also to slayelay
the flocks and the herds as well as the peo-
ple for they were all polluted in the fright
of the lord the kinckine went his way
and what did hebe do why he killed off
the people and a portion of their flft
and herberdsherdsa but be brought home bomasome of
the choicest of the latter and alsoaleo king
agaagapagay alive and when the man of god
met eimelm and asked him if hebe hadbad done as
thetho lord commanded him he replied

yea I1 have obeyed the voice of the lord
and I1 havehaye brought king Aagaggag and I1 havehaxe
utterly destroyed the Amalekites vi then
saidfald the pr phe ahatwhat is this I1 hear
the lowinglewint of cattle and the bleating of
sheep saul answered atheythey saved
these and broubroughtbt them home for an offer-
ing to the lord this looked very nice
but what was the result of this departure
from the word of the lord why the
prophet hewed agag the kin 1 of thu
Ama lekites in pieces before the lord
and because of this disodisobediencebedlebedie ncenee the king-
domdom of israel was rent from saulslur he wiswas
dethroneddethroner and the kingdom was eivenriven to
a neighbor of his who was better iianilanthanlian he

oh israel you men in high places andkind
saintsaints of the living god everywhere take
notice that obedience Is betterbelter than sac-
rifice and to hearken than the fatfit of ramsramr
for rebellion Is as the eineln of witchcrafttv
abdand stubbornness is as iniquity and idola
try this principlepioplo of obedience must
be cultivated in ourbur hearts until it occupies
our whole boulssouls until we alewenilall we are and
all that we can command shall be au eject
to god and to the counsels of his servants
that we mayway be used andaud employed in ad-
vancing the interests of our redeemers

I1 hoidhold this to be one of the
higher laws of the holy priesthood that
we loamearn to bring ourselves into perfect
subjection and obedience to the law and
will of god and not only this but we
must baud this down to our children
the lord said concerning abraham 1111tigi1I
know him I1 haivehave found hinthinimm outoat he will
do my will and he will command his chil-
dren after him I1 exhort my brethren
and sisters to take this doctrine and prin-
ciple to their heartsheart that we seek to know
what nd and wllwil of god isir and
then above allali things that we do it lest
our blessInblessingzi arid poppov ersens depart from us
as sauls did from him

we live in timestimeo that are peculiarly in
teitel esting in aveded when we doconsidernalder and re-
flect upon gods providenceprovidences and blessings
to us yet we are forgetful and weak
and in many ways fall to realize our aebilbilbli
gallons and indebted himmin alqau our
many shortcomings in keepkeepingincluL ilisills comcomy
mand ments we have maly of us un-
der the various changing circumstances
surroundingsurround ng us in these valleys workumworking
in the canons and ntat every sort of thing
done that which wowe ought not to have
done and which hashai been displeasing in
the bighttight of god it is a standing tact
that tifanywanymany have come to think that sun-
day Is a day ofor very little imdImnimportanceortance
not even of suMsufficientclent consequence target
up to the Tabernatabernaclecleelc to meeting and yet
the lord rdquIresrequires bishis people to come to-
gether on the sunday and partake of the
sacrament that they may witness unto
him that they always remember tho suffer
ings of elshis sonsob that thetheyy arcare willing to
talctalo upon abcthemm his name and to0 keep his
commandments that they may have his
spirit to ieito with them some of the peo-
ple get very careless about these fililiinglug
they feel tired with their weeks toll nudaud
they become so regardless of the things
of godkodeod that they omomitalt theirthein praprayersserf and
continually neglect the everydayevery day simple
dduties required of them as the children of
godgoil and without attending to which they
cannot retain ththatat holy spirit sogo necessary
to aid them in the performance of lifes
duties acceptably to their creator biltbill
god in his providence again grants Uus a
timelime of repentance andaud remission of ginssins
and now is a truly Mmessedlessed timelime for many
to consider their ways and turn to the
lord they who havo offended their
brethren before going down into the wiwa-
ters of baptism should obtain each others
forforgivenessbonessvoness kindly fellowship and jove inorilorderorden that the blessing of god may be up
on them for ifit forgive not those
who bav trespassedtrespassed against you how
shall your father in heaven forgive you
your trespasses again when our sa
clour was teaching bishis disciples how to
pray he told them to eay forgive us
our trespasses aaas wowe foniforIforgivevc those who
trespass against us and I1T could not
but notice in the Deddedicationlation prayer yester-
day looming that it was asked of god

in the same wisdom to forgive us our
trespasses as weire forgive arcs
passpats against us it f houldshould be the aim of
all to obtain thothe forgiveness and fellow
ship of each other that we may renew
that confidence love and blessing which
we felt when we came first into the waters
of baptism andabid which wowe need to hatelave
continually with nsus so as to have a con-
science voidvold of offenseoffence towards god and
all men butbat especially towards the people
of god let us forgive and iovelore each
other let us bless and hebe blessed of each
other and of god our father and let us
go on helping to build up hisbis kingdom landand
his zion on the earth andfind the wicked may
take heed rsts best they can the great
dayisdayladay 1 coming when they will stand afararar
offolf and howl weep and mourn for thothe

that will be upon them they
will not evencven havohave power to come up
amora the people of god to harass an-
noy distress and perplex them

wewc would to god that all men would
learnleam that be haghas retfet up his kingdom that
his servants are building hitup in the namenamat
ofor iraella god and that we expect it to
fill the whole earthearths ladles and gentle-
men who are unbelieving where will youyon
be on that occasion if you willbewill be with
it and have itsUs blessbleseblessinginglog and the favor ofor
god to be upon youyon repent of your sins
and of your ignorance and folly inasmuch
as you have entertained doctrines that arearc
inconsistent and vain we realize that
ourpur fathers bavehave inherited liesiles and vanity
andind things chertin Is no but woiu
have escaped from their false traditions
and rejoice in the knowledge of thetho truth
batbut howlshowbow is it with yon what do yori hc
lieve concern in L god you believe that hehd
IBIs a beinbeingg wwithoutishou t body parts or pampanionslons
that iels lnin others words you bellevebelieve thatigod Is nathing for no being can exist with-
out these attributes either in heaven earth
ornr hellheil then againain where are youyali going
where would you have the lord reign and
bishis people glorified

beyond the bounds of0 time and space
looktook forward to that heavenly place
the salaw secure abode

there is no such place in existence unduna
nottoot one of you will ever live long enough
to find such a place then turn from thetho
folly of such things tumtam to the living
god who has made you in his own amaze
and who has givenkiven us to understand in
his revelationsa that he possesses the same
general attributeattributesa with which he has en-
dowed us I1 say come to the livins godsgod
and understand jourroun relationship to himbim
and take hold and help him to benefit and
bless the poor of mankind and have your
blessings and inheritances and bobe num-
bered with us

feeling thankful for this opportunity I1
will now close my remarks praying that
the blessings of this conference may en-
rich and strengthen every faithful soul
that the path of duty may be plainer and
that they may have more strength and
energy to walk in it and be enabled to
dischardischarerc every known obiohi and re-
sponsibility to god with anntyneyeyeusingle to
his 91glorylloryory inia the name of jesusjesua amen
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A meeting was held latlast evening
in thethee hallliall at this place for the
purpose ofor organizing a young
mensmetis mutual improvement Aasso-
ciation

p
ciaclation I1

Addaddressesressierespie were made by elders
M H hardy and morris young
showing the necessity of and the
good resulting from such associa-
tions after which the following
officers were elected by unanimous
vwV Nitnairnairria U hobson president
ikmett X lewis audand williamm skid
more CounellcounsellorsCoun ors andaud edwinsmithsmith secretary

after howetonebonesone suggestions as to the
mode of couconductingducting gsand
of subjects for consideration thetho
meeting was adjourned until satur-
day evening january 1870isto A
meeting waswag appointed to be held
at that date for the purpose of en-
rolling members and such other
bushibushlessbushiesessesi as might11 be deemed neces-
sarystirn HENRY STANDAGE

clerk pro teitettermtern

Our Country contemporaries

utah county tim 8 decpee 31
Awe announcece with s oniebome regret

that this will be 01ms01 last issue of
thisibis paper for the present

to ilyflyityy hereheie that
we suspend potnot the pub-
licationli is a failure out because
wowe dudo not want to too
much in another therothere
may be hopes of its resumption if
the public of this county manifest
a proper desire and kirit in the
enterprise

wowe learn that the salesrales autattat anchicprovo woollen factory for the
month of november 1875 amount-
ed to the handsome sum of

the wool receivedreerec ivedelved intoinlo thefactoryfactory for the year 1875 is
and there are p sussos employedemployernert
in its working4


