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THE ideas expressed copcerning, and
the course of conduct adopted by differ-
ent parties towarde, the ‘‘Mormone’’
open a wide field for observation aund
reflection., Some of those ideas and
some of the conduct but too often evin-
ces an amount of bigotry and fanata-
cism that is really deplorable. One of
the worst features connected with many
of the traduocers and accusers of the
“Mormons’’ iz that they ap to be
utterly oblivious to the fact of their
mﬂnntll{ manifesting the bigotry
and fanaticism which they so readily
ascribe to the ‘‘Mormons.”” While on
thies sabject it may not be n for
us to point out any particularornotable
instances for the verification of the
truth of what we now advance; still it
may not be out of place to ack whether
recent occurrences would or would not
jnstify an individual in taking the po-
gition that the course of certain officials
has proved them to be imbued with as
much fanaticism, bigotry and jesuit-
ism as could well be crammed into any
other specimens of the genus homo.,

We add )esuitism because when an
individual has pre-determined the at-
tainment of any particular object, and
in his efforts for the accomplishment of
that object manifests unserupulounsness
of conduct, it may be justly concluded
that that individual works upon the
hypothesis that ‘‘the means justifies
the end,”” which is understood to be the
doetrine of the Jesuits. Taking the
downfall of ‘‘Mormonism’’ as the object
desired, could certain officials have
manifested any greater amount of big-
utrf than they have, or could they pos-
sibly have shown themselves any more
jesulitical than they have done in their
efforts to destroy the religious and
civil liberties of the Latter-day Baints?
An analygis of their conduct would
almost lead one to the belief that they
had been endeavoring to demonstrate
on whata small amount of principle
they could manage to subsiar,

It is a correct principle,one that
sbould always be acted upcn, that men
should not attempt to abolish or destroy
8 system of things until they have de-
vised or discovered a superior system
with which to supply the place of that

desire to become extinet. Now

the
P ermoninm” has proved to be benefi- |

clal to its adherents, and as it has proved
beneficial so far as the inflauence of its
prineciples have already extended, were
the application thereof extended an
hundred or a thousand fold the benefits
derived would be the same, and in a
proportionately wider and more happy-
fying degree.

“ Mormonism'’ has gathered together
its thousands of votaries, and built upa
happy, virtuous and orderly commu-
nity. Heretofore the people of Utah
have had the reputation, and deserved-
ly, of being the best ordered body of
EOPIE extant; but already the scene

gins to change, so far as this City is
oconcerned, at least, and the change, it
is needless to say, is for the worse.
Those who are so anxious that ** Mor-
monism should be extinguished are
not animated, therefore, with that
anxiety because they have a better sys-
tem of religion to offer, for that wonld
be impossible, Most of those who are
working against the interests of the
" Mormons’’ either directly or indirect-
ly, encourage the unhappy change in
the aspect of matters generally here.

Some try to justify themselves in
their efforts to stifle the exercise of re-
ligious liberty by the ‘‘Mormons’’ on
the ground that the principle of pat-
riarchal marriage is opposed to the laws
of the country. Thisis a flimsy excuse
and a false position, It is true that a
Iaw, if such it may be called, was passed
Ef éongrm in 1862 for the suppression

polygamy in the Territories, but this
brings in the question as to the rightof
Congress to pass such a law, for as the
Oongtitution provides that Congress
ghall make no law that will interfere
with the religious liberties of the peo-
ple, the law is unconstitutional, and
ﬁr}nuqnantly, in reality no law at

Bome parties have gone so far as to
“F that plaral marriage is not a
religious principle. This of course is
the extrfomity of foolishness, If a man
is to be told what he shall or ghall not
embody ia his religious faith and prac-
tice, how much liberty does he enjoy?
None whatever. If the Latter-day
Baints say that ploral marriage is a
part of their religion,who has a right to
say that this is not a part of their reli-
gion? Making swelling pretensions of
allowing religious freedom to all and
then practically preseribing religious
limits is, to say the least, hypocritical
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Were this matter tested in & falr,
open and above-board manner, there
would be no reason for ‘““Mormons’ to
fear the result, as such a test would, of
course, result in their favor, thdyl‘:oofﬂ-g
on the side of right and the Cobstitu-
tion, Certain officials seem to be as
conscious of this as ourselves, and so,
instead of acting in a straightforward
honest and conscientious manner, mu
needs, in order to carry out their pefari-
ous deeigns, twistand manipulate Ter-
ritorial statutes to bring them to bear
on certain cases foreign to the intent
of such laws. This is a sneaking course,
and altogether unworthy of men who
make any pretensions to fairness of
conduct. It smacks too much of the
tricks, comparatively speaking, of the
cowardly skulking Indian, who in-
stead of choosing to meet a person,
whom he had singled out as his enemy,
openly and on fair ground, lies in am~
k off his un-
conscieus mark from behind a tree, a
bush, or ahilloek.

seek to take away a people’s liberties
are the next ofkin to murderers. The
difference is that the latter destroy hu-
man life, while the former, had the
the power, would destroy that whic
makes human existence desirable, for
what is life without liberty, glorious,
untrammelled liberty?

So far as we are concerned, we see no
reason why the Latter-day Saintsshould
cringe, or bend, or yield up their reli-
gious freedom, and so far as we know
they have no intention of doing so.

Territorial statutes may be twisted to
& misapplication of their true intent,
and divers cases may be ingeniously
hatched and numerous other means
may be used to annoy, vex and irritate
the Latter-day Saints into the com-
mittal of pome overt act, but the people
have had an experience which has
taught them wisdom and forbearance,
and to trust in God who will bring
them triumphantly out of every diffi-
culty.

There are persons, doubtless, who
laugh at the idea of people rasting in
God i: such matters, They think it
foolish to look confidently to the Al-
migh.y for suecor. We think, how-
ever, that those who rely upon such a
reliable source show their good sense,
and that they will by no means be
disappointed in their expectations,

.

HENRY BMITH, of Albany, was elected
Speaker of the House in the New York
State Legislature. Henry Smith took
the chair and made a speech of a radi-
cally reformatory nature, of the follow-
ing character—

More work and iess play.

Continuous session.

No recess,

No going home to see your wives and
split kindling wood.

Work every day. .

That’s the only way to produce short
gessions.

Too many office seekers around the
Capitol.

Better go West and eat potatoes on

shares. -

Hanging around the Capifol makes
men idle. :

Offices not created for any such pur-
pose.

Now if Bpeaker Smith spoke thus
just to unburthen and satisfy his con-
science and please grumblers and other
folks inclined to be or professing to be
tolerably honest, he may get along.
But. if he spoke ' his real feelings
and meant what he spoke, and means
to stick to it, he is likely to have a
rough time, for the same authority
that tells us of his speech aleo tells us
that at the caucus of the Republican
members held in the Assembly cham-
ber, ‘‘every office-seeker in the State
was on hand, with four cousins and
two uncles to assist,”” Does anybody
think they are going West to eat pota
toes on shares? Not unless they can
im themselves upon one or other
of the Territeries, in some sort of offi-
cial eapacity,which heaven forbid. Too
many here of that sort already.

———— e e B ———

THE Bacramento Reporier catalogues
the political conventions on the @al-
ender like this—

Democratic State Convention, New
Hampshire, Feb. 6, that’s to-day: Gov-
ernor Weston probably renominated.

National Labor Reformers’ Conven-
tion, at Columubus, Ohio, Feb. 21,
lian prebabl

Radical
Feb, 22,

nominated for President.
tate Convention, Indians,
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April 10, . ,_
L.dhll State Convention, North Car-
olina, April 17,

—Conservative Btate Convention, North
cﬂ“““' 1.

“National Convention, of Liberal
Repu , at Cineinnati, May 1.

Anti-Grant candidate, either Trum-
‘bull, Julian, Gratz Brown, or Governor
Palmer of Illinofe,

“Grant’s National Convention of of-
fice-holders and brothers-in-law,!” more
reverently speaking the Grant wing of
the Republican party, at Philadelphia,
Juane 5. |

Republican Executive BState Com-
mittee, Texas, at Houston, second Tues-
day in June (il}. To mominate Btate
electors for Presidential election.

Liast but not least we may mention
the People’s State Constitutional Con-
vention, at Balt Lake City, Feb. 19,

CoMMENTING upon Utah affairs, the
San Francisco Eraminer talks on this

| wise—
Those who by any means whatever |

We think the easiest remedy
admission of Utah as a State, with a
clause in its Constitation _Janlnring
that the practiceof polygamy thereafter
shall be felony, preventing holding
office, the transfer of property or the
exercise of any civil right. As regards
what occurred prior to the adoption of
the Constitation, a clause could be
found to setilethe rights of children and
the division of preperty. Congress
could insure Utah the representative
population in less than six months by
now passing an epabling act setting
forth that when Utah adopted a consti-
tution containing certain provisions as
now determined by Congress, she
would be admitted. Anactof this kind
would seal the fate of polygamy and
restorein & prompt manner one of the
richest mineral regions of the world to
morality, happiness and prosperity. It
would also end the reign of licentious.
ness which has maintained an organiz-
ed existence in a vast Territory, with
the sanetion of loeal law, for more than
twenty years.

is the

There are several Lthings in the above
paragraph in which we ecannot agree
with the Framiner, and we are quite
as much interested in Utah affairs as
the Ezaminer poseibly ean be,

True enough, the easziest remedy for
many evils would be the admission of
Utah as a State, such evils as an unjust
y, and the deprivation of the

Ju-

people of the Territory of many of the
rights of American citizens.

t would be satisfactory enough to us
if Congress would pass an enabling act
for the admission of Utah. As to the
kind of constitution required for such
admission, the Federal constitution has
these express directive provisions—

New Bfates may be admitted by the
Congress into this Union.

The Unpited States shall guaranty to
every State in this Union a republican
form of government.

A constitution republiean in form and
clearly constitutional in letter and spir-
it would be more than likely to meet
with the approval of the people at large
in this Territory and should meet with
the approval of Congress.

There is no justification for ‘‘declar-
ing that the gemlliue of Pulygm there-
after ghall felony,”’ etc. Morally
polygamy i8 no crime., Technically it
can be made a crime enly by violating
the convictions of four-fifths of the
buman race now existing, and the
convictions of the chief nations of anti-
guity. To punish and proseribe for
plural marriage is contrary to morality,
contrary to the Bible, and contrary to
good statesmanghip.

An act proseribing such marriage
would not restore “morality, happiness
and pmap&rity}” nor ‘‘end the reign of
licentiousness,” as the Eraminer well
kuows. On the contrary, such an act
would encourage ‘‘areign of licentious-
ness,” and destroy ‘'‘morality, happi-
ness, and prosperity,”” in a Territor
where the former never did reign, but
where the latter have prevailed fo a
remarkable degree,

When the Examiner states that ‘‘the
reign of licentiousness has maintaived
an organized existence’’ in Utah, “with
the sanction of local law, for more than
twenty years,”’ the Ezaminer states a
barefaced lie, and what it knows to be
& barefaced lie. It is well known to
every candid observer that there has
been less licentiousness and more mor-
ality in Utah than in any other Btate
or Territory in the Union., It is slso
getting to be well known that licenti-
ousness has been pushing into organ-
ized existence here the last year or two
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because it has been insugurated and ea-
tablished and . sanctioned and sustsia-
ed by those very persons most rabidly
oppoeed to the gystem of plaral mar-
riage. !
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AMERICA isa nation, and, doubt.
less, there are some things of which it

'may have reason to be proud, but there

are numerous other thiogs for which
it should puton sackcloth. -

In some matters the nation has been,
for some time, taking & downward ten-
dency. Oneé reason for this declination
is that America is éssentially a nation
of politicians. There could be no ob-
jection to this, provided that policy
were always consonant with sound
prineiples, for if this were ro the ten-
dency of the nation would be progres-
glve and upward, instead of downward
and retrogreseive. But it is the general
rule for politicians to work to the in-
terests of y at the sacrifice of the
principles of justice and equity.
~ There is scarcely a surer sign of a
nation’s tendency to decay than to see
corruption in the administration
of the laws. Itis indeed a pity that
judlcial and other legal responsibilities
should be placed on the shoulders of
truckling politicians, who let party
motives sway them wimn official duties
call them to act in matters wherein

interests are al stake. And even
side from political considerations
numerous instances could be cited
wherein vast legal questions have been
directed into desired channels by the
magic influence of mammon.

An upright judiciary is the bulwark
of a nation, and when that becom:s
rotten it ia a sure indicatien that tae
whole fabric will, sooner or later, fall to
pleces,

The evidences of political and judi-
cial corruption in the nation are far too
‘numerous to mention. Affairs in Seuth
Carolina, New Orleans, Texas, the
stupendous Tammany frauds, the cus-
tom house transeactions, and numerous
other little affairs In various parts of
the Union indicate which way the
wind blows.

With regard to the doings of official
tricksters in this Territory, they are
well Enown here, and every honest,
sensible man can have butone opinion
concerning them,

g

‘*ALL Europe is preparing for a revolu-
tion,”” says an exchange, and so it
geems, Nor is the preparation con-
fined to Euarope. Just now there is a
very pretty chance for a war between
England and America, the bone of con-
tention the Alabama eclaims, particu-
larly that portion of the claims which
is for “indirect’”’ or ‘‘consequential”
damages,

1f the two great Anglo-Saxon nations
have no more sense than to go to war,
there is a very good opportunity brew-
gf’ bui if they wish to avoid such a

amity, it can be easily done. Either
England contravened the laws of na-
tions, in regard to the Alabama, or she
did not. Ifshe did not,Americashould
say no more about it. If she did, she
should pay reasonabledamages. Those
damages it would be better, for seversl
sufficient reasons,to be understated than
overstated., Ifit is intended'to push
hard for indirect or consequential dam-
ages, it will be'very easy toextend the
quarrel until doomsday, and then have
it further than ever from settlement.

BAN - FRANCISC0 and California have
been for some time exerecised ulpon the
Joathsome physical penalties of a cer-
tain evil, and a movement has been on
foot to sanction the evil by licensing it,
under the plea of reducing the preval-

ence of the physical effects. The S. F.
Call spays—

Mr, Wand, of the Btate Benate, has
Eiﬂn notice that he will introduce a
ill for licensing disreputable houses in
this aad other towns throughout Cali-
fornia. This is one of those abomins-

¥ | tions which it is unpleasant even to dis-

cuss; yet strange as il may seem, there
are men who advocete the passage of
such a law. They would cause this and
other cities in Calitornia to become
sinks of iniguity. They woenld gtrive
to make respectable that which is the
disgrace of modern civilization,

The 8. F. Post favors the idea of leg-
islative sanction and thus takes the
Call to task—

If this is not hypocritieal cant of
the worst and meanest sort, we have
et to see a specimen of the article.
he Call knows that Mr. Wand and the
entlemen who advocate this measure,
stead of wishing to make vice respect-



