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with law. There is no legal authority
forjt. 1tis new legislation, and there-
fore'there is no authority for its en-
forcetuent either by the *‘responsibies”’
or ‘“‘irresponsibles—Commission or
Registrars. .

The formulation, recommendation
and, we presyme, adoption of this
outl: is based upon the late Supreme
Court decision which detined the usur-
putions of authority of which the Com-
inission had beéen guilty, but the foun-
jation appears to be ol an exceedingly
shadowy character.,. We will now reter
to the fragile basis upon which the pro-
duction o1 the new oath is predicated,
as quoted in the definitions. Speaking
of the form Of oath incorporated inthe
Territorial election law, the decision of
the Supreme Court says: X

“Bither the oath itself must be re-
garded merely as &' medel, to be modi-
tied by the operation of the Act of
Congress, S0 us to meet by appropridate

worn out and harassed by being re-
ferred from one vollicial o another,
each claiming that he was not respon-
sible, untii it has appeared as il the
mampulation of eléction matters was
an ‘“irrespousible’ affuir not only at its
liead, but throughout the entire body.
The people who have been politically
robbed by uncoustitutional laws and
otlicial trickery know 100 well the sig-
niticance of the'‘reason to believe’'sug-
gestion, The whole business thus far
ander the Utah Commission has been a
delusion and a snare, and fair play has
been, as @ whole, an element foreign Lo
the subject

The Commission from the onset have
actedd in a - partisan spirit. Toey
have inflicted wrongs uapon the
**Mormon’’  people of which
they =hofild bhe ashamed. Ta
infer that they did so without Knowl-
edge would be an insult to their in-
tellicence. Yet instead of endeavor-
ing to repair the breaches heretofore

denials the several new disqualifica-
tions created by it, aud thea to be
taken with the presceribed erfect of en-
tithng the person subscribing it to
register as a voter without other proof;
or else the effect of the Act of Congress
ig to limit the class entitled to take the
oath in the form prescribed by the Ter-
ritorial Act,with the effect thereby giv=
en to ity to those who are not subject to
the disqualifications which the Act of
Congress imposes.”

To a cursory reader that almost in-
terminuble sentence doubtiess appears
as clear as mud. Stripped of iis ver-
biage the stalemeant means this:
Eitner the Territorial oath must be re-
garded as a model aiter which to shape
sowething else, or else the effect of the
Kdmunds act is to apply the Territorial
oath and limit those entitled to take it
to persons not disqualified frow being
electors under the law of Congress,
The registrars are thus left with two
horns of a dilemma conspicuously in
sight, without any imformation from
the ruling as to which of them they
shouid seize. It is an absurd situa-
tion, because if the decision proposed
to define it at all it should have done
s0 with unmistakable detiniteness, but
the ruling has the usual ambiguity of
documents intemded for Dbolster-
ing purposes, There should
have been no difliculty regarding
this particalar point, however, for
if any oath is applied at all,
it should be that prescribed in
the Territorial statute, 1t
the only legal form

the Kdmunds Act itself, the 9th sec-

tion of which provides that the duties

of the r tration officers shall *“‘be
parformed under the existing laws of
the United States apd said Territory”
(Utah). The Coangressional act pro-
vdes no oath, and gives no authority
for the turmu'lntiﬂn and app:ication of
anything of that character. Conse-
quently that incorporated in the Terri-
torial statateor none are the alterna-
tives, .

Bearing on the same
from the decision:

“The existinglaws of theUnited States
and of the Territory, under which the
election officers are bound to perform
their duties, must include the Act it-
self, which provides for their appoint-
ment and defines their duaties, and if
they have not the right to exact an
oath different from that, the form of
which is given in the Territorial Act
they must otherwise satisfy themselves
that persons offering to register are
free from the disqaalifications detined
11 the Act of Cougress. In doing so,
theyare, of course, required to exer-
cise diligence and good faith in their
inquiries, and are respousible in dam-

ages for rejections made withoat rea-
sonable cause, or maliciously.”

“If they have not the right to exact
an outh different from that, the form of
wlich is in the Territorial aet,’” far-
ther shows that the Supreme Court
did not admit any such- aathor-
ity as that now Dbeing wused by
the Commission. On the contrary, a
decided doubt is advanced. But again,
in this remarkably opaque decision the
“responsible’” and purely ministerial
officers, as exhibited in the quotation
just made, are credited with judicial
powers in deciding who are entitled to
rezister or otherwise. To ‘‘satisty”
themselves on the subject referred to,
the judicial function is indispensible.

It will be admitted that a **‘reason to
believe’’ base of action under qxistilgi
conditions is dangerous to the rights
citizens. Especially when placed in
the hands of men with decided preju-
dices and in numerous instances ma-
licious purposes toward people with
whom they are brought imto official
contact. 1t is likely that our readers
have noted this clause of the ‘‘sugges-
tions” of the Comimission:

“Sald Registration’ Officer, or his
deputies, should strike, from said list
the pames of all persons, who, he has
reason to believe have become uali-
fied to vote under the act of Congress,
approved March 22d, A, D., 1882, enti-
tled *An Act to ameud Section 5352 of
the Revised Statutes of the United
States inreference to bigamy, and for
other purposes,’ ”’ -

It is ex ly easy for some men,
especially anti-** Mormons,’" to get up
some ‘‘reason to believe'’ suoterfuge.
This has been illustrated in numer-
ous instances in the Enst, when

eople have, on this Dbasis,

ad their names peremptorilly stricken
fromm the registration lists, There are
plenty of J)rnuls of this having been
done. And when application has been
made by the parties wronged to have
such mattersjadjusted, they have been

point, we quote

being
in existence
with any constitutional. reference to
the subjecg, This is elearly stated in

made in the bulwark of the people’s
rights, they still indicate a leaning in
the same direction. They are unable to
apply now the most infamous oath
ever formulated, but their relinquish-
ment is compuisory and should never
have been necessary, because it should
never have been adopted. True it was
suggested and recommended to them,
and the identity of the suggestor is
precty generally Konown, but in 1LS
adoption they fathered it, and through
it discredit will cling to their memories
long after they have passed out of
morial existence. Their only honor-
able course is to repent of their short-
comings and repair, as far as possible,
the wrongs they have inflicted.

1t will be admitted that the ministers
of the law should be above the law. A
correspondent touches a key-note in
reference to that point, on the subject
upon which we have been treating, The
oath to which male applicauts for reg-
istration will be required to subscribe,
concludes with the words *'I do not
cohabit with more than one woman.”
Now let the reader consider the follow-
lowing, which has been purposely
shorn of its tail:

“The Registration officers and their
deputies should each, before entering
upon the discharge of his duties, take
and subscribe an oath in substance
thate ‘he will support the Constitution
of the United States, and will taithfally
and impartially perform the duties of
his office as herein defined, and that
he is not a.bigamist or polygamist;’
and in order to secure pay for their
services they should immediately
transmit said oaths to the Secretary of
this Commission.”

An effort may be made to apologize
for the Comuission, on the ground
that they were driven to the alterpa-
tive of omitting the anti-cohabita-
tion proviso, because they would
be unable to proagare the requisite
number of registration officers from
among the class from which the ma-
jority are selected if they inserted it,
But be that as it may, the anomaly is
presented of a presumed legal require-
ment placed upon the people which
is omitted in the cases of those wheo
are to them the ministers of the law,
Still it is not so flagrant as the anti-
“‘marriage relation’ clause of the for-
mer oath. It partakes of the same
nature, however, making a distinctien
between classes in the application of
law,whicl: is never tolerated in theory,
and rarely in practice, except when
“Mormons’’ are the proposed victims.

HIS STRIKES IT RIGHT.

By courtesy of A. M. Musser, Esq., we
are enabled to present an extraet from
a letter received by him from a profes-
sional gentleman (being an M, A.,) of
Cualifornia. The writer of the commu-
nication has penned several articles
which appeared in the Boston Investi-
gator, in which he has had nothing but
sympathetic words for the Latter-day

Saints and sc¢athing denunciation for
their defamers and oppressors. He
never hit the nail more squarely on the
head than he does in what follows:

“In reply to your letter of the 13th
instant, I will say that I have read with
pleasure and benefit the pamphlets
H‘t.hat you sent me. In them I tind many
statistics of great value. Please ac-
cept my thanks, and a hand shake for
equal justice.

*] wonder that you and yeur people,
goaded as you have been by long con-
tinued wrongs and outrages, can still
be s0 temperate as you are in your
language, and so loyal to the govern-
ment which has become to you a heart-
less upgreasur instead of a protector.
You challenge my admiration. I, a
non-Mormon, a non-believer in relig-
ion, teel like fighting against these
great and cruel wrongs done to a pa-
tient, honest and law-abiding people,
such as your people are,

““¥From the bottom of my heart,I hate
injustice and oppression on their own
account., In this case, I hate them the
mnre,rgeatusg of the uum%hgated-
hypocrisy of the oppressors. e cry
nf ‘“‘morality’” made by these anti-
Mormon crusaders is, to my certain
knowledge, an emptysﬁam. Asa rule
those who are raising this cry are not
the promoters of morality. They are
the armies of professional priests, who
find themselves utterly anable to cope
with the Mormons Iin making
converts; the armies of huongry
political adventurers who hope to
gain popular favor by this cry;
the armnies of rum-sellers, gamblers
libertines, pimps, etc., whose aeveml
| occupations wouid be gone, were Mor - |

b

| propriate

nowing why they do =o.

ress himself ;as follows: *““Why, if
Mormonism should come to prevail
the women would all tind husbands
and homes, the whore houses would
all be emptied, and then what would
we do? here could we go to enjoy
ourselves?’’ This forcibly suggests

the real animus of the anti-Mormon
crusade.”

— - > A
CIRCULAR.

FOR THE INFORMATION OF REGISTRA-

monism to prevail; and the armies of | and these may be changed by the Re-

uppets, who join in the cry without | gistration Officers, upon whom the
A short time
a0, [ heard an honest (?) libertine ex- |

TION OFFICERS.

[

The recent decision of the Supreme
Court of the United States makes it
necessary for the Registration Oflicers
in Utah to be informed as to the points
decided, so far as they relate to the
discharge of their duties. Among the
points decided are the following:

1. The Registration Oflicers are re-
quired to exclude frem the registry
lists every man who is a polygamist or
bigamist, and every person cohabiting
with more than one woman. They are
als0 to exclude every woman cohabit-
ing with any of the persons described
as aforesaid, .

2. A bicamist (or polygamist) in the
sense of the Sth section of the Edmuads
law 1s 4 man whotas entered into the
state of plural marriage, at any time in
the past and still maintains that rela-
tion—it not havimg been dissolved by
death, divorce, or *‘other effective
manner,’'—and he is still a polygamist
even “thnugh he restricts his cohabi-
tation to but one woman.”’

3. If a man has married several
women and he hds died, the surviving
women (if otherwise qualified) are en-
titled to be registered.

4. 1f, in such a case, all the wives, or
all but one, have died or been divorced,
the man is entitled to be registered.

5. I'ne first or legal wiie is not en-
titled to be registered, if at the time
she offers to register she cohabits with
a bigamist or polygamist, (unless the
other wives are dead or divorced), nor
is she to be registered, if she cohabits
with a person cohabiting with more
than one woman.

6. The disfranchisement operates
upon the existing state and corndition
of the person, and not upon & past of-
fence. It is, therefore, not retrospec-
tive, He alone is deprived of 'his vote,
who, when he offers to register is then
in the state and condition of u bigamist
or polygamist, or is then actually co-
habiting with mmore than one woman.
Buta bigamist or polygamist is such a
person as is described in }?Lamgmph 2
above, (which see). The Registration
Officers are required under the law to
excludle all illegal voters, and the dif-
ferent methods by which this may be
effectuated are thus set forth iu the
opinion of the Supreme Court:

**The act of March 22d, 1882, created
the additional disqualitications which
have been mentioned, and which, of
course, are not met by the oath as pre-
ﬁuribec] by the Territorial Act of 1878,
and it isnot consistent with the express
provisions of the Act of Congress, that
every person willing to take the oath
in the form prescribed by the Terri-
torial Act shall be permitted to regise-
ter as a voter. Ilither the oath itself
must be regarded merely as a model,
to be moditied by the operation of the
Act of Congress, so as to meet by ap-
enials the several new dis-
qualifications created by it, and then to
be taken with the prescribed effect of
entitling the person subscribing it to
register as a voter without other proof;
orelse the effect of the Act of Con-
gress is to limit the class entitled to
take the oath in the form prescribed by
the Territorial Act,with the effect there-
by given to it,to those who are not sub-
ject to the disqualifications which the
Act of Congress imposes,
ing laws of the United States and of
the Territory, under which the election
officers are bound to perform their
duties, must include the Act itself,
which provides for their appointment
ahd deflnes their duties, and if they
have not the right to exact an oath dif-
ferent from that, the form of which is
ziven in the Territorial Act, they must
otherwise satisfy themselves that per-
song offering to-register are free from
the disqualifications defined in the Act
of Congress. In doing so, they are, of
course, required to exercise diligence
and good faith in their inquiries, and
are responsible in damages for rejec-
tions made without reasonable cause,
or maliciously.”’
¥ In order to conform the requirements
of the Acts of the Territorial Legisla-
ture, In reference to the registration
of voters, with the Act of Congress as
construed by the Supreme Court, and
also to secure uniformity of action,
the following suggestions are macde as |
to the mode of procedure:

1. The County Registration oflicer
should forthwith procure from the
Clerk of the Ceunty Court of their
respective counties the last preceding
Registry Liston file inhis office, and by
himself or deputy, on the second
Monday in May, proceed to the revis-
jon of the same, and for this purpose
visit every dwelling house in each pre-
cinct and make careful iuquu']y if any
person whose name is on his list has
died, or removed from the precinct or
is otherwise disqualified as a voter of
such precinct, and, if so, to erase the
same therefrom: or whether any-quali-
fled voter resides therein whose name
is not on his list; and if so, to add the
same thereto. )

The following forms of aflidavits are
suggested for use in the above cases,

The exist- |

Supreme Court decides the responsi- |
bility rests, by erasure or otherwise, if
in their judgment any change is re-
quired, keeping in view the fact that
all polygamists and others disqualified
by the Act of Congress, must be ex-
cluded. -

FORM OF OATH FOR A MAN.
TERRITORY OF UTAH, ~ }sa

County of.......

I, vesssessabeing first duly sworn
(or affirmed) deposc and say that I am
over twenty-one years of age, and have
resided in the Territory of Utah for six
months, and in the precinet of.veeesess
one month immedihtely preceding the
date hereof, and I am a native born, or
naturalized, (as the case may be) citi-
zen of the United States, aod a tax-
payer in this Territory: and I do fur-
ther swear (or affirm) that I am not a
bigamist nor a polygamist; and that I
no not cohabit with more than one
wolinan,

L

Subseribed and EWE;I:.H. Lu hefuere
this day of 188

Registration Oﬂk":;:i' fOridiesvesi ik

S -

notice on the lists posted as aforesaid,
that the Deputy Registration Ofticer of
such precinct will hear objections to
the rignt to vote of any person regis-

| tered, until sunset on the tifth day pre-

ceding the day of election. Said ob-
jection shall be made by a qualitied
voter, in writing, and delivered to said
Deputy Registration Officer, who shall
Issae & written notice to the person
objected to, stating the place,-day and
hour, when the objection shall be
heard, The person making the oblec-
tion shall serve, or canse to be served
said notice on the person objected to,
and shall also make return of such ser-
vice to the Deputy Registration Ofli-
cer, before whom the objection is to be
heard. Upon the hearicg of the case,
if said officer shali find that the persou
objected to is not a qualified voter, he
shall within three days prior to the
election transmit a certitied list of all
such disqualifled persons to the Judges
of Election u{:pﬂiuteﬂ by the Commis-
sion; anc said Judges should strike
such names from the Registry lists be-
fore the n]&euinﬂ of the polls.

10. The Registration Otlicer for each
county should, as soon as may be, af-
ter his appointment, transmit to the
Secretary of the Commission, by mail,

Precincet.
FORM OF OATH FOR A WOMAN.

TERRITORY OF UTAH, ga
County of «ccceeiene '

I, ceeseecanse. being first duly sworn
(or aflirmed) depose and say that I am
over twenty-one years of age, and have
resided in the Territory of Utah for six
months, and in the precinct of :
one month immediately preceding the
date hereef, [and am a native born or
naturalized, or the wife, widow or
daughter (as the case may be) of 4 na-
tive born or naturalized citizen of the
United States.] I do further solemnly
swear (or aflirn) that I am not cohab-
iting with a bigamist, polygamist, or
any person cohabiting with more than
one womain.

R e e lIl-l-Il

Subscribed and sworn to before me
thiSeccccnceccecddy OfccecassecaaslS8

Registration Oflicer for «eeeee-.
: Precincet.

NoTe.—The registration ollicer, or
his deputy, should erase from the clause
betweer. [brackets] such parts as are
not applicable to the case. In every
case the female should swear that she
is over twenty-one years of age, other-
wise she should not be registered.

2. And said Registration Offlcer, or
his deputies, should strike from said
list the names of all persons, who, he
has reason to believe have become dis-
qualified to vote under the act of Con-
gress, approved March 22, A. D, 1882,
entitled *“*An Act to amend Section 5352
of the Revised Statutes of the United
States in reference to bigamy, and for
other purposes.”

3. The Registration Officers and their
Deputies should carefully presérve the
Registration List for each precinct for
use at the June Revision..

4, The first revision prior to June in
....... asse s PrECINCE, s 00 ose 0 aessCONNYLY,
should be performed within..,
days.

5. The County Registration Officers
and their Deputies will receive com-

ensation as follows: For County

_eﬁﬂt.mtiﬂu Officers, $4 per day; for
each Deputy Registration Officer, $3
er day; the compensation to be paid
or the time during which said officers
have been necessarily employed in the
discharge of their duties.

6. The law requires each County
Registration Officer, in person, or by
deputy, during the week commencing
the tirst Monday in June, at his office,
to enter on his Registry List, the name
of any voter that may have been omit-
ted, on such yoter appearing and mak-

of anv disqualilied voter.

each Registration Oflicer shonld pre-
pare triplicate lists in alphabetical or-
der for each precint countaining the
names of all registered voters, one of
which lists should pe filed in the ollice
of the Clerk of the Coubnty Court on or
betore the first day of July next; one
list to be posted up in each precinct at
least fifteen days before the day of elec-
tion, at or near the place ol election,
and the other list transmitted by him to
the Judgzes of Election of the several
precincts for use at the polis; and the
afildavits of voters should be transmit-
ted to the Secretary of the Commis-
sion.

8. The law authorizes voters remov-
ing from one election precinct to
another in the same county to appear
before the Registration Ofiflcer at any
time previous to the filing of the lists
in the office of the Clerk of the County
Court, and have their names erased
therefrom, and they may thereupon
have their names registered in the pre-
cinct to which they may remove.

0. Prior to each election the Regis-
tration Officer of each county should
cause to be'written or printed a netice
which shall designate the oflice or ot-
fices to be filled, ahd stating that the
election will commence at (des-
ignating the place for holding polls),
one hour after sunrise, and continue
until sunset on) the day of
1885.

Dated at , on this
, A. D, 1885,

b
Registration Officer.
A copy of which should be posted up
at least fifteen days before the day of
election, in the three public places in
the precinct best calculated to give
notice to all the voters, It is the; duty

day of

ing affidavit, and to strike out the naine |

at Salt Lake City, the names of three
persons, who are proper and eligible
persous to actas Judges of Election in
each precinct of the county, for the in-
formation of the Commission, If in
any precinct any person “appointed
Judge declines to gerve, or fails toap-
pear, the Deputy Registration Officer
of the precinct should by appointinent
fill the vacancy, and the person so ap-
pointed will qualify as herein provided.
Said Registration Officer should im-
mediately transmit the oath of the
person 8o appointed, together with the
name of the person declining to serve,
to the Secretary of the Commission.

11, The Registration Ofizers and
their deputies should each, betore en-
tering upon the discharge of his duaties,
take and subscrive an oath in sab-
stance that **he will support the Con-
stitution of the United States, and will
faithtully and impartially perform the
duties of his otlice as herein defined,
and that he is not a bigamist or pouly-
gamist;’”’ and| in erder to secure pay
for their services they should immed-
Mately transmit said oaths to the Secre-
rary of this Commission.

For the Commission,
ALEX. RAMSEY,
. Chairman.
SALT LAkE Crry, April 21, 1885.

———— e —
QUARTERLY CONFERENCE.

Lo the Latter-day Saints ﬁ_f the Salt
Lake Stake or Zion: :

The Quarterly Conference of this
Stake of Zion will convene on Friday
next, at 10 o'clock a. m., and continue
on Saturday and Sunday the first,
second and third proximo, except du-
ring the afternoon of Saturday 2d.

It is earnestly desired that the offi-
cers and members of the Church in
this Stake be in attendance, to report
¢ ir standing and the condition of al

I' n sted to their care.

' r usting that' the Lord may be with
us and impart such ipstructions
through His Good Spirit as shall fur-
ther qualify us to continue to discharge
the duties of our holy callings, I am,

Your brother dand fellow-laborer, in
the Gospel,

ANGUs M. CANNON.
.—.—.—‘._,.-...-'_..._._._

Mr. Frank Visetteley, correspondent
of the Illustrated London News during
the war of the rebellion, and who was
reported to be among those killed in
the Soudan, is said to be alive and well,
and doing service in the Mahdi’s army
as surgeon. {

The report of Sir Peter Lumsden to
the British Mianistry, on the encouoter

Z. Upon the cowpletion of the lists,*] between the Rassians and Afghans at

the time of Penjdeh being taken by the
former, 1s very different to that given
by General Kowmaroff. The duplicity
being practised by the Russians be-
comes more apparent every day., There
is a marked difference between the
nutapﬂkt_:u, straightiorward manner of
the English and the subtle, underhand-
ed, deceptive style of the Russians in
this  Afzhanistan  matter. Eng-
land’s hesitancy has encouraged Rus-
sia _to be more arrogant than
she otherwise possibly would have
been, and she will now be justified by
other nations generally in taking up
arms against her insolent enemy. But
inview of the rapidity with which Ras-
sia is 1_11?1'1119; in the matter and the
ossibility of having already gained
avor withdhe tribes of Afghanistan by
her bold and aggressive action, it is
quite possible that England may have a
greater job on her hands than she has
anticipated. Gladstone intimates that
the British forces will be withdrawn
from the Soudan if necessary, and this
indicates that in his Judgmuut such an
emergency is at han

- ~
Marvelous Restorations.

The cures which are being made by
Drs, Starkey & Palen, 1109 Gi:ard St.,
Philadelphia, in Consumption,Catarrh,
Neuralgia, Bronchitis, Rheumatism
and all chronic diseases, by their Com-
pound Oxygen Treatment, are indeed
marveloas. If youn are a sufferer from
any disease which your physician has
falled te cure, write for information
about this treatment, and it will be
promptly sent without charee.

Orders for the Compound [Oxygen
Home Treatment will be filled by H.

k. Matthews, 606 Montgomery Street,

L

of the Registration Oflicer to give

| San Francisco,

w



