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There are naturally some houses which
even now do not pay, but even thess are

o

doing much better than they have ever
done before,

The only method by which a line may
be drawn upon the outlook is through
comparison. Many an attraction came In
last season for no other reason than that
it was backed by inadequate capltal and
When a very small defleit was found ev-
ery week there was no alternative but to
give up. In most cases those same pro-
ductions, playing the same houses this
Season, would be showing a small profit
if the average proportion of increase in
Fecelpts were malntained with reference
to them,

If, however, it 18 desired to find out the
real condition of the country from & the-
atrical standpoint, the peopls to talk to
&re the smull managers, the men who run
fitractions ut a total weekly expense of
Irom 500 to $1,000. These fellows get to
the pulse of the real people, They have
no exceptiona strong attractions anmd
they cannot, as a rule, afford to . x pend
fortunes In alluring and deceptlve puper
by means of which it is sometimes pos-
#ible to earry & bad one-night-stund show
along Indefinitely They must he able to
dellver the goods they pretend to carry
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ON ONE SIDE.

These weary, road stained players, who
have had an awful season,

Are once again buoyed up with hope;
and here behold the reason:

They hasten toward the glad new year
with genuine celerity,

For on the “1000" road they 8py the
word “Prosperity.”
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THE OTHER SIDE.

well groomed playars,
wooed the goddess

These joyous,
who have
fickie,

Regard with equanimity Time's coming
with his sickle;

A glance ahead confirms them In thelr
strange, newborn temerity,

For on the "1900" road they spy the
word “Frosperity.”

Vogue just now, though it must be admits
' ted that It Is not in such high favor as it
Wis a Tew months ago, The cause for
| this §s not far to seek, The fact that a
lew original plays of real merit and some
t iramatzations of popular novels had
| beeh very successful was sufficient to 1ot
1005 upon 4 long suffering public & ver.
[ 1table flood of =0 called “romantic plays
Most of these were romantic in the sens
| that llke them had ever beo:

&nd 1o their credit be ft sald that they
usually do this te a e ter extent tl A;-
thelr more pretentious riy ils [ the poo-
ple have the coln to expend upon the.
mrical entertainments, thess meh gen-
erally make money, and it they have not
the funds the shows they handle usuglly
Come In "for reorganlzation which, It
may be said In pa B, rarely «

The fact, tharclore, that the I !
TANGRErs are in high foather aver {hals
takings duning th; present 1800 and t} r‘ '
Outiook forthe remalinder of this il
beglnning of the next thonirl | year
would seem 10 Indicate that ther i l'
tempaorary boom. or els that the I " r
of the country at larg are In ] ned to |
patronize the rond ttractio ;‘,.'.l', | |
erally than heretofor Al any r ni- the
prospects for Bood business are ex I
ingly bright,

"T?I‘,t- form of entertainment which s
lkely to be most popular y the next
twWelvemonth has give ' ' o
discussion, "The admirers of 8) h
declure with that there B r \‘u
& revival of trageds !
drama whioh w 4\\1
it. There would enough 1 =
ment 10 entitl { - !
atlon were |t not for 14 : \’. K :
Peare, in its br 'AJ.

When there (s &t hand ‘-n‘ '
terpretation of | I n
bard will ¢ 0ot — ]
That we now ; i ¢
the maost optimlst W it i
eVeN wi » !
fmong 1
I8 of sun :
that he or
wWhich ha v long W
Pant, 1t i tr Wi ve J )f:‘ iNe

—

NOTES OF THE AMUSEMENT WORLD,

“The Christian.” wh
don, proved a figt failure
Fanny Rice ) i
W vee has declded to call her
new play “A W nderful Woman,”

he ever busy theatrical

: | EOssips now
have it that when Julia Marlowe ob-
Malns ber qivorce will wed her

‘lnnuvr, C. B. Dillingham.
» 4. FleMing has purchased

he

the

on tried In Lon- | rights to “S8iberia.”

world of play writing

stural they falled, as they deserved to
fall, but the ramas Irama WwWas nevers
thel given a black eye from whieh it
will not soon recover, desg the virility
of this form of entertuinment, whi s

wholesome as it fmposalble and as
enjoyublle as it s exciting, The rom

drama will not be the leader in 190 either

' inelr estimate of the popular taste,

tainments take thelr wives and daugh-
ters, and, what Is worse, smile at the
smuttiness and pretend to think it aw-
fully clever, don't you know.

A few authors have latterly coma to the
conclusion that it |s possible to write an
Interesting soclety play without the ad
Junet of sexual problems, and the result
has served to confirm the accuracy of
But
80 long as the managers who buy pliys
remain unconverted there can be no hope
of general reform.

With melodrama we find the outlook for
IW0 pretty much the same as [t has been
for each year during the puast decade.
Like farce comedy, melodrama may be
aceurately adjusted to the popular taste,
and, belng susceptible of these modifica-
tions, It will hardly ever wear out s

will very materjally advance, and any golf
clubs who can lay in & heavy stock of the
standard makes at an average price of
even W per dozen will find that they
have saved at least 15 to & per cent on
their purchase before the coming season
Ig well under way,

To sum up, there are now nearly 1,500
golf courses In existence in the United
Btates alone, and thege are used by about
0,000 players. The value of property in
Innd and clubhouses devoted to the game
18 over $60.000.000, and the players spend
cach year over 320,000,000 in pursult of the
sport,  Qolf finds remunerative employ-
ment for ncarly 25,000 men and boys in
the United Statem and bids falr to become
the national sport of the country

JOSIAH NEWMAN,
Editor of The Officlal Golf Gulde.

there i no doubt that in a very few sea-

others we should wish to prosper, 1t
must be acknowledged, however, that the
prospects for baseball, the national game,
re rather gloomy,

Every one who I8 Interested In baseball
knows the reason of the present sad state
of affalrs. Syndicate ball, rowdiness on
the fleld and the fact that the men In con-
trol are not thorough sportgmen, hut men
who let petty differences and spite pro-
vall over the real Interest of the sport, ure
a few of the reasons, Time was when
everybody in a city was a rooter for the
local team and made every effort to sup-
port the nine, Of lute years, however
monetary side of the game has beéen mod
too prominent, players have been allowed
to act Improperly on the diamond, and in
other ways the sport has been slowly
killed,

What the coming year has In stora for

3

tha
the

lovers of the game it is hard to say, It
looks now as if nothing less than a rad-
fval change In the present method of car-
rying on the sport and the placing of
thorough sportsmen in contro!l of the
teams could bring about the much de-
: glred revival of baseball,
EGEBERT LEONARD,

L N
College Athleticn,

The year 1900 promises (o at least give
impetus to many changes In the college
world of athletics, which those closely In
touch with the growth and development

of athletle competition have long fore-

) sten. The period of the champlon college
S passing, and in its place there comes a
trong feeling that mayhap sufficient
lory and more satisfaction are to be ob-
talned by defeating the single rival ot
our cholce than in winning a majority

{ hard fought competitions from teams,
thy of which I8 of a sufficlently high

landard to be In the champion class.
he timée 18 surely close at hand when on

11 sides there will come the formation of
dual or triple alances between univer-
sitles, rivala by sentiment or by geograph-
ical sltuation, for competition In all
hranches of outdoor and indoor sport
Undoubtedly all universitics of standing
are today making an earnest and stren-

BOATHOUSE,
Harvard university will nest

possess one of the hand t T‘
ihnukn-f* in this country I niversity
graduates have syl 1 ak \’!
$25,000, and the new varsity b ithonse
18 oW In course of constructjon, The
bullding will be attract ve in apg '1::
ance, and it will provide oy s comfort
and facllity for oarsm: n Th nle
versity crews and the Newell 1 it elub
will use the house, ‘The gite of the
bullding 18 & short distance abava the
| Boylston street bridee, on tha Brighton
| side of the river, The foundations fop

| the new house, which will be the prid
of all the crew men, have now b
for some time, and the framewo
also nearing completion,
It is expected that the
be ready for use not late
1. The bullding {8 two stor

# basement that will be uss

age. The first floor will h
entrances from the water 16 and gev.
en from the land. The main bal),
which is & large one, will be used for
the bhoats and paraphernalla. There
will be a workshop and & rowing tank
§1 by 68 feet on this floor. In another
section of the bullding 1% to be another
| rowing tank. The second st ry will
Iwn!mn a gymnasium and a room for

the rowing machines. Thers
be a trophy room, baths, «
Fand coach room. On the rive
| the house there {8 to be
l &b feet long.

a Widt

Nell Burgess savs that the use only
of hig 16 patented deévices were bough
| for the charjot race in “Ben-Hur"
| that he has not parted with the owners
{ ship, He further holds that it was an
error to say that they had been devels
oped or improved for utliization In Gen.
eral Wallace's drama,

and

THE RETIREMENT

Now that he has decided to drop o
old company of speed merchants
Windle, Van Sicklen, W, F, Murphy, €
Of this famous old guard the only one
old Pittsburg rider, and he seems to t
old days when Bligs and Wheeler used
" | Zimmerman, Windle and Tyler,
sons the Poughkeepsie course will yearly
bé the geene of a regatta that will even-
tually become as famous as the one at
Henley, The National Assoclation of
Amateur Oarsmen Intends sending & crew
to Parls next summer durlng the exposi-
tion to take part in the French regatta,
which will probably lead to an annual in-
ternational race between representiatives
of this country and those of several Eu-
ropean lands, Altogether I think that
180 will prove a. great year for rowing
interests, FRED R, FORTMEYER,

Secretary National Assoclation of Ama-

teur Oarsmen,

L .

Good Prospects For Amatear Sporis,

Amateur sports in every lne of ath-
letios will boom during the coming year,
cspecinlly In regard to track and fleld
games, In fact, 1 look to a revival of
Interest in this line that will remind us of
the enthusiasm displayed some eight or
ten years ago, The international games
that have taken place {n several Nnes of
sport during the past two or three years
have helped athletics wonderfully, and |
predict that those that will be held dur-
Ing 1500, especially at the Paris exposi-
tion, will do much to bring out the latent
interest in outdoor gumes of all sorts
There 18 nothing that so pelps sports as
international rivalry, ard as we are
promiged plenty of this in the coming 12
months I am confident that Jovers of out-
door sports will have plenty to eccupy
thelr time, J. B. BULLIVAN,

Becretary A, A, U, of the U. 8

L
Cyele Racing Outlook From Both
Camps,

From present indications the sport of
eycle racing will assume a new phase
during the coming year, Judging from
Information now at hand, it appears that
there will be greater Interest iIn the
smaller cities and towns and not so much
in the large cities as formerly. Perhaps

The retirement of Eddie McDuffie from the racing game robs
track of one of the best middle distance riders that ever pedaled a wheel

OF EDDJE M'DUFFIE.

the cycle

i1t, there Is only one man left of that
which inecluded Zimmerman, Sanger,
Y M. Murphy, Wheeler, Bald and others,
left on the track ig George Hanker, the
e riding just as well as he did In the
to fight with him for second honots to

McDuffle first became an important factor in the racing business nine
years ago. He was formerly a bricklayer at Malden, Mass, In 157 McDuffe
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‘oming to farce and skipping for the weleome, especlally In view of the fact a8 his is ths he residents
moment the soclely drama, we find that | that the moral polnted is generally a Horse Rucing Will Boom, :,?Pmr; T.:.t,'l':,::;{l n'..h:(a:t:,:\‘h‘n\?ets:xmany
thiz form of arusement In as elastic as worthy ene, The blg English scenic melo- According 1o prominent horsemen, there forms of amusement they do not remain
#hpolor s contract. When one form of | dramas are no Mception to the general | never was a time when the outlook for loyal to any one for a lengthy time, but
farce falls to please, another Is jmme- | rule, but Inasmuch a8 It has apparently | racing among the thoroughbreds was go from one to another as fancy dictates,
viely ibstituted, Time was, and not | become ne essary, in order to attaln suc- | more promising than it now Is. Reports They bave been more than lberal in pat-
0 long ugo elther, when Moyt farces cess, 10 present these entertainments on u | from all over the country show that ev- ronizing cycle racing for some time, and a
A OT ¢ only ones which could be count- | scale of lavish magnificence. the point | erybody is looking forward with a §00d | change in thelr affections |8 apparent.
on With any desrec of certainty to | will soon be reached at which 1t will be deal of impatience to the opening of the There will still be some racing In the
vield satistactory box office returna. Nats | impossible for the receipts to be sufil- shuson next spring. as the general con- | jarge cities. but most of it will be elre-
rally there were i host of imitatore, un- | clently large 1o show a profit, census of opinion seems 10 be that the where. There will be engugh, on the
| now the bogus has so replacsd the | Comle opern appears to bave lost its campalgn will be a record breaker, So whole, 1o make the season satisfactory,
genuine articke that It would be excoed- | grip to & certaln extent, and now It 18 | confident are many well known horsemen and If the present difficulties of the sport
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Bive the play a speclal production wext
fall

Elita Proctor Otlg {g not entire ly in
g¥ympathy with her distingulshed kins-
man in command of operations In the
Philippines, “I don't believe in the cen-
Gorehip of the press,”
Elita, “Blnce [ first appeared in ‘Bport-

says the gueenly |

and I am too modest to tell you how
many delightful things about me are
nestling between those 13 ornamental
covers,"

In Germany all members of the stage
| soclety who give their autographs to
applicants exact a contribution to the

soclety’'s pension fund. Ellen Terry ' Transvaal war.

Munsfield, though he refuses his signa-
ture, Is himself a collector of letters
and manuscripts and has a passion for
securing fugitive documents and scraps
of notable writing,

"Fend Her Victorious" is the latest
British melodrama - founded on the

The spectacular cli-

years he gerved in the navy.

There is being projected a spectacular
production of “Damoa and Pythias"
next season, with Louis James as Da-
mon and Charles B. Hanford as Pyth-
as,

Mrs. Patrick Campbell Intends soon
to produce a play by Turgeneff, called
"A Bummer Day,” which bas never

pire,” which deals also with the Trans-
vaal war,

Harry W. Fero, who I8 with “Tha
Gunnar's Mate” company as bugler, has
recelved his Dewey medal, the glft of
congress to Dewey sallors, of which he
is very proud. Young Fero was on
board the Boston In the battle of Ma-

man, daughter of Lieutenant
Milman, v

R. E. Johnston, the former mu:":"
manusger, is going to bring out
Mary Sanders as a dramatic uml'. o

Sir Henry Irving was bo r“p‘
He made his first professional “3‘ o~
pearance in & small part in “Richeile
in 1566




