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loeses to render the demands of the
strikers s small matter. The damage is
not oniy to be calculated ip the value of
the cars, freight, warehouses und lives
destroyed, but in the reputativn of the
road. Of vourse the rallway authorities
charge their ironbles to oriminal inter-
ference with vhelr rolling stock on the
part of the strikers. The latter, with
muoh resson, assert that it is the
nalursl result of employing incompe-
tent men. lu &DY crse. this
seems & very 8lraoge time for
A strike. QOne would euppose
that while lshorers are positively
starving to death all over the country,
having nothing to do and oo provision
for ap {dle pericd, men who have oc-
cupations would be glad to hold them,
even al pinebjvy wages, These are
times when very few enterprises can
pay thelir stockholders anythivg, and
the rule la for the stockholder to go
dowp on his private hank to tide the
business over and eave it from going to
piecen. But there is, st the pame time,
A fremendous amount of greed i the
husiness world, Enterprises that, in
spite of the hard times, are maklog
thelr ownpers rich, are Devertheless
frequently manipulated so as lo
tarn the bhard times Lo gooJ
agecount for the concern. The
laborer fa Bubjected to heavy
reductions in wagee, not because his
toi} does Dot return good mobDey in the
employer, but because there |3 no hope
for anotber joh shounld be Jeave the one
be bhas. A nd so he jsequeezed another
turn. In case be ia already down to
the bed rook, as mnny laborers were
betore the . hard times came, the
squeeziug process resulle too often iD
deaperation. In such u csse geueral
depreseion irn not likely ro cut aoy
figure.

We hnave fell for years thal serious
troubje would surely come to this
cou:.try through the lahor question
unless pomething were duone tu ocheck
the monstrous inequnilities that are
springing np between ecitizens on the
acore of gain. The tendency is to re
duce to abeolote plavery men of all

types of intelleet who hove not
made the tricks of fortvne
their Jdependence for =& tiviog.

There are grades of men who oan be
converted into bond men, but the ma-
Jority of the A merican hlood wiil pot
submit to it peaceshiy. And just be-
fore the point ia to he reached whereat
the opuptry and its people are to be
. turned over Lo Lhe private estales of

the lueky gamblers,there is going to be
trouble. §The safely of the Republic de.
pends therefore upon the dexterity
with whleh our statesmen keep that
ominous proceeding in the miuy
fufure.

AN ENGAGEMENT AWAITED.

If the two mides in the Brazllisn
controversy are really delermined to
fight, and pothing but fghting will
gatisly them, why then, In the interest
of news and of s¢lebce 'let them go at
it guickly, make a complete job of it,

and get through without aby vnneces-
sary delay or palaver. The rebel ad-
miral on his part seems Lo be willing
tc meet the government’s navy haif-
way In pursuance of this program; he
is keen to get out on the high seas and

engage the veesals understood to
he hendlng for the harbor of
Rio. How wmeverely hle own
sbhips may have been iDjured fo

their effurte to run the gauntlet of the
shore fortaand buatteries cap obly be
surmiged; but 1f be has escaped with-
out material loss, and ehall really
ovme to & paspage al Aarme with the
newly-purchased Amerjcan vessel, the
Nichteroy, there ought to be a battle
royal with much usefu] information
for the promoters and participants of
future nuval warfare,

The questions to be eettled by jthe
confliot, o this view of the case, ale
interesting. Foremost among them s
a8 tothe efficiency of the poeumaltio
dypamite gur-the Zaliosk] invention
~—usnd whivh has never yel been
employed io a fight, It-is eupposed
to he of immouse destructive power to
an opponent, hut there is aleo & linger-
iny fear that the element of danger s
pot confined to the epemy alone.
Whether the new monater may bpot
prove ucmabDageable, apnd whether
the carrying of its {earful ammubition
is not at the risk of complete
anuibilation — these are gqueslions
that, from the other stapdpoint, ex-
oite jolerest. Thep the confliet
wiil be expecled torolve much dispute
a8 to the efficienoy of an iron-olad
B8 compared with s wooden ship.
The Nichlerey is one of the latter
claes, the Aquidaban, Admiral Mellu?s
veseel, is armoreu. Furtbermore,
thelr mavevvering and fighting wili
not merely resuit in showing which
slyle of torpedois the hetter for pur-
poses of slaughter, and which class of
ship can bhetier give und recelve pun-
lsb menf, but alev which can run Away
the more cleverly avd doduve about—
“fire aud fall buek**—to the bhewlilder:
mwent, dlemay and eventual defeal of
the oLher.

Oun sil these matiers the fortheoming
trial of ovnelusions opght to throw
conelderable light. No further expia-
uation 1s. needed of the impatience
with which news from Brazil is await-
ed, and of the avidity with which each
succeeding rumor from the seat of war
s perused, cummenied upon avd BWA]-
luwed.
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PEOPLE WITH PECULIARITIES.

A greal many persons, especially
amony the fajr sex; have a strong in-
clination toward peculiarities in their
wearing apparel. With some this in-
clination  leads to efforts at dresa re-
form whiob in maoy cases would be &

marked jmoprovement on prevalling’
tashiouvs: Jn other ipstances the
change pought seems Lo have
lititle to ogmmeud it. Tho latest

attempt al s Temarkabiy peculiar
aanture of costuming, or rather won-
costuming, lreak iathat of Mre. Aber,
re¢otued 10 the NEWS a Jew days
sinee. [t is said the lady ip 8 resideunt
of Balt Lake; If #o, her resldence here
has Feen of brief duration. Her etlorts
io the Hoe of dress reform were made
at Coronado Besch, California, where
1he ntoosphere at the pres¢nt weagon of
the year i Jess wintry than ie thie
aititude, and therefore more euitahle to
going bareioot. The lady is no doubt
ingpired by » worthy mmotive In her

peculiarity, snd she certalnly has rea-

son to feel flattered atthe glowing
description given inthe coast papers of
ber attractive appearance ‘‘in white
gown and bare plok toes.?” The fact
that the bpecessity of poverty did not
require her to dispencse with footwear
doubtlees had its ipfluence on
the goeblpg  writers. for such
an order of dress when assoolnted with
habiliments of rage which ususally ace
company the necemsity of golog bare-
foot in the crowded citles of civilized
couptries ig fnr from being altractive,
There is in Teppessee a young lady
who algoc seelns very desirous of ehang-
ing the maenner of her attire. Bhe
doesn’t seek, a» some loving wives do,
to wear the Ltrousers figurativeiy, but
todo eo in fact. BShe was ipelted to
this desire by the offer of free gclothing
for a year. A tailor in Chattanoogs,
Mr. Wildman, read of au actrees who
wag permitted by the suthorities oi
Bap Jose, Cnl., tc wear men’s clothing
oD the aireets this summer, and he an-
nounced that if apy lady io Tennessee
would get permiselon to wear men’s
attire she would be furnisbed hy his
firm with clothing for a year. The
next day & well dressed woman called
nod learpjpg the conditiooe started
to secure the required permission.
The police department referred her o
the mayor who stood by tho talloring
establishment to the extent of with-
bolding from the lady permiesion to
weal magouline bifurcaled garmentea.

An unusual peculiarity ie, however,
reported rrom Maine. It ie a man that
wears petticoats and is at the same time
esteemed In his commubpity as a per-
son of iotegrity and intelligence. He
Is Commander James Robbins, of the
local post G. A. R., Cooper's Mills,
Lincoln county, Maine. Heis & prom-,
inent mao of the town, and when he
goes dowp glreet ‘or the mall and to do
his marketing he elips oo his mmescu-
line pantaloons. This fact is prob-
ably what proiecte him from being
pubhioly charaoterized sas a erank. But
when bhe govs out he always weara a
woman’s No. 6 shoe, with high heels
and graceful, slender shape. He is
about 180 pounds ino weight, and the
effect produced by those shouvs peeping
coyly out from beneath manly Lrouser
legs Is said to bhe startling, at lesst to
the inezperienced oh:erver, The gen-
tleman does not mince or toudle, and
his shoes seem to fit him pretty woll.

Mr. Robbina reserves his petticoals
for the sapctity of the home girole, bis
siesfa in the garden or viaila to ip-
timate friends. He says’ he enfjoys
wearing them, and doea su seientifi-
cally. Every detsil of femlnine attire
is there, and Mr, Robhins in a8 fusey
ahout thelr arranngement as & ady can
be, In fact it is said thereis no woman
in Cooper’s Mllls who owns eo many
dresses of such excellent materinl as
does the commanuer of the G. A: R,
poat there.

There in no gquestion that certain
modifications in attite, purtioulazly in
the line that some {faebhjuns Impose
upen the gentler sex, would greatly
add to the health, comfort nnd con-
venjence of thoswe who Wear it, and
sueb modification should bhe met by
warm commeddation until a garb at
once comforinble and atiractive lv se-
cured. Bul the tfforts at radlcal
ohapges as in the ipetancee gited, fu-
atead of alding dress reform are really
its grealest enemies, hecause they re-



