He Is Trying His
Hand at the Solyu-.
tion of the Per-|
plexing Balkan

Problem.

MONG all the moves which n
heen made  recently
ISuropean  political

ave
on

Bulgaria into the king row has been
most sensational.  FPor many years this
cornerof “southeastern  BHurope

has
been overshuadowed by s

mighticr

neighbors:  To the busy world at large |

its exact  geographical position has
been o matter of mmore or 1ess hazy in-
differenece. That it was one (»l_: the
Balkan  states, a principality in the
lower-Danube region, has scemed until
the present to bhe sufficient.

Now it is quite a different proposi-
tion. 'With a single bound this most
inconsequential of nations has come
to the front. But yesterd: it was a
mere Christian principality, its petty
ruler a vassal of the sultan. Today it
iz a full fledged state, its sovereign the
czar of the Bulgars,

It is but justice to these same Bul-
gars to admit that the world's past
idea of them has been vastly different
from their:own., They liave never been
inclined: to accept the world's estimate
of them: and their country. They are
a people with a history, and they have
always been insistent in their effort to
live up to it. Precisely what it is no

one seems Lo know, not even the Bul- |

gars themselves.  Some tlme in the
fifth eentury, too long ago to be par-
ticular concerning the exact year, they
forsook the wind swept steppes of
Russia and settled in the scarcely less

inhospitable region of the lower Dan- |

ube.  What they were before  they
lived In Rnussia no man knows posi-
tively. Tathnologists  are divided in
1heir opinions, some tinding a Kinnish
origin for the
Terring them to Tartar stock.

1t really maltters little. 1t is sufiicient

ent I8 with us, and it is with him we
have to dcal,
for his nationality all along the ages,
and that fact does him credit. In-the
good old times hig country was in
turn independent, ruled by its own czar,
and a vassal of the Turk.
his history for centuries--a period of
national  prosperity  under a  czar
crowned at ancient ‘Tirnovo,

power at Constantinople,
Principality of Recent Origin.

The principality is a matter of only
thirty years. It is really a creation of
the late Prince Bismarck, who had a
decided taste for such work. Tor some
time before that date Bulgaria had ex-
isted as the result of an agreement be-
tween Russia and Turkey. called the
treaty of San Stefano.  This arrange-
ment suited nobody, and Prince Bis-
marclk saw an opportunity to use his
diplomatic skill. So he invited repre-
sentatives of the powers to go to Ber-
lin and talk it over. That confab re-

sulted in the famous treaty of Berlin, |

which gave something to almost every-
body save those for whose benefit, pre-
sumabhly, it was intended. Austria was
permitted to have virtual c¢ontrol over
Bosnla and Herzegovina, Russia recov-
ered tho Bessarabian territory taken
from her and given to Roumania by
the treaty of Paris, Greece was given
poermission to extend her frontler, and
England managed to appropriate Cy-
prus. It was only the Turk and the
Bulgarian who were left out of the dig-
tribution. Turkey was plucked openly,
and Bulgaria was made to give up
eastern Roumelia, which she had pre-

the |
cheelker- |
board the unexpected Juip of |

Bulgars and others re-

followed |
by a humiliating vassalage to the hated ]
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BORIS, CROWN PRINCE OF BULGAR/A

viously wroested from the sultan with |

the explanation that she was
covering stolen goods.

About the only thing Prince
marck and  his  diplomatic
found suitable for Bulgaria was the
principality., The Bulgies didn't want

only re-

Bis-

it, but in the end they accepted it with |

a8 o good grace as’they could muster
and resolved to muake the best of it
The Berlin adjusters mude it an auton-
omous and tributary state under

tian government and a national militia,

Its ruler was to be clected by the peo- |
| ple and confirmed by the sultan, with |
| the consent of the powers,
to realize that the Bulgar of the pres- |

The prince,

however, must not be a member of any !
Cof the reigning houses identifi
He has been a stickler |

d with
the conferring powers, and he
reside permanently in the principality,
“How permanently remains to be seen,”
observed a Bulgarlan member of

draft of the treaty. ;

The masterful  Bismarck was suc-
cesstul in his ambition to put a4 man
of his own choosing at the head of the
new  Bulgarian  principality. Prince

| Alexander of Battenberg was also the
i choice of the assembly of notable
I he was elected, greatly to the disgust
I of Russia, which had a favored candi-

and

date.

the new ruler would remain at his post
per- |

for a vear or that he would be

mitted to do so.
A Man of Initiative.

Alexander, however, proved to be
neither a figurchead nor a catspaw.
He had very well defined ideas of his
own as to. how his principality should

be governed, and he proceeded to put |
first |
an |

them into operation. I'rom the
he made it clear that he was not
agent of the czar or of the Austrian
emperor. He entered into the scheme
of national expansion with a readiness
that made him very popular with the
batter classes among the Bulgarians.
It was due to his, manipulation that
part of the territory of eastern Rou-
melia was restored to Bulgaria. Next
he made war on Servia and would have
absorbed that kingdom but for the in-
terference of Austria, He was alto-
gether too devoted to Bulgarian inter-
suit Russia, and the Musco-
vites began to plot to get rid of him.
The czar's secret agents fomented a

guests |

the |
suzerainty of the sultan, with o Chris- |

must |

the |
I assembly of notabies when he read the |
That was |

~abdicate, A

o
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conspirac On the night of Aug. 21,

1886, Alexander was lured seccretly into |
forced to |

Russian territory and there
revolution tollowed,

the prince returncd to Bulgaria,

and
e

i

remained in the principality less than |

a month,  Jverything was in a

state |
of upheaval, and he once more sought |
Casylum in Germany in disgust, l:-n\'inp,‘i
At the time no one believed that |

an abdication in the hands of his par- {

limment.

Alexander left many friends in Bul- |

garia, some of them rich and powerful,
who would have
his interests, but

remained faithful to |
he had bhad enough. |

He declined abgolutely to take any step |

to recover his turbulent
and the Bulgarians
ruler.

In Search of a Ruler.

principality,
were. without a

A deputation was sent in search of |

one,  Practically all of tho courts of
Europe were visited, but there was
marked paucity of candidates for the
ticklish position. With Alexander's ex-
perience fresh in mind, not even
most impoverished prineelet in

try his hand at being prince of Bul-
garia. At last the baflled deputation
returned to Vienna with the

the’|
the |
German empire could be persuaded to

i to_return to
forlorn !

hope that some one of the multitude |

of inconsplcuous demi-royvalties con-
nected with the Austrian court might
be “begged, borrowed or stolen."”

{ zarden

The bewhiskered Bulgars found no |

man willing to take the risk. No bud-
ding scion of royalty at the Austrian
capital would listen to the proposition.
Disheartened, the deputation prepared
Sofia empty handed. On
the evening tixed for their departure,
while waiting for the train which was
to carry them over the frontier,
Bulgarian  notables entered a

and  seated
near the entrance.

heer
table Here

the !

themsetves at a !
they !

A LBULCARIANY

TURKISH PECIMENT.

were joined a litte later by a Viennese !
console !

nobleman who attempted to
for the failure of their mission,
Presently a young man
uniform of a licutenant in his Austri-
an
den and took a seat at the table near-
est the prince hunters. The Viennese
at the Bulgarian table and the mew-
comer exchanged bows, and then the
former turned to the head of the depu-

wearing the |

majesty's guards entered the gar- |

.
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tion
the

in @ low tone.
Bulgarians
they did not go to the railway station

left

i

[
|

i
}
|

tation and began a spirited conversa-
Half an hour later
the

irden,  but

They went back to their hotel and' to

bod with

or less honest hearts.
The next morning the deputation had

an
and

audience
before ni
telegram
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New Battleships of the Dreadnought Type; |
‘Does the Peace of the World Depend on Them?

Italy
Italian Colonel Cuniberti who designed |
the Dreadnought and offered the plan !
to the admiralty of his own country.

T Jast Uncle Sam’s navy is to
have two monster fighting
machines of the Dreadnought
type—the North Dakota, soon

to be launched at Fore River, Mass.,
and the Yselaware, now under con-
structiv.,. at Newport News, Va.

These great battleships, which are
almost precisely alike, have a long
forecastle deck extending from the
bow almost to the center of the vesscl.
The ten twelve-inch guns are arranged
in five turrets, two to a turret, the for-
ward turret being so located that the
axes of its guns are twenty-four feet
above the water line. Just abaft this
turret is another, the barbette of which
is of sufficient height for its guns to
clear the roof of the forward turret.
Abaft the break of the forecastle deck,
and also gituated on the axis of the
ship, are two more twelve inch gun
turrets, and abaft and near the stern
is the fifth and last of the big turrets,

Naval men are of the opinion that
no navy in the world possesses a ship
of the Dreadnought type in which the
gung are arranged to better advantage.
It is only recently that the full mean-
ing of concentrated seca power secms
10 have been made clear to any nation.
Until within the last few years the
fleets of the great nations were scat-
tered over the globe, and the force of
sen power was lost in maintaining di-
vided squadrons in different parts of
the world. The political situation
caused Greal Britain to reshape its
naval policy and to center its sed
fighting strength in one powerful home
fleet, At this time also there was a
wild hurrah in Germany over the
proposition of its *“war lord” to build
the biggest navy in the world. The
country was already tax burdened, but
the subservient reichstag provided that
the existing organizauon of tne navy
be raised from the standard of the
11,000 ton ship to that of 13,000. In
reply the British admiralty lords threw
122 fighting ships, representing an out-
iy of $90,000,000, into the scrap heap
and built @ new navy of the King Ed-
+7¢0d  type of ships, mounting four
nine-inch guns in addition to the usual
battery.
Coming of the Dreadnought.

The Teuton had been outwitted, but
his Sea power continued to expand, es-

pecially his merchant marine. Finally
his insular maritime rival abandoned
all conservatism and produced the
Dreadnought. It was a fearful blow,

for it made the highly vaunted German
fleet a collection of sccond class ships. |
All the navies of the world were made |

vastly less eflicient by its coming.

That of Russia, broken into fragments |
{In the same year that Cuniberti plan-
! ned his big ship Lieutenant Poundstone

has never been re-
original strength

the Japanese,
even to its

by
stored

That of France has been brought to a i

state of almost absolute inefficiency by
failure to keep up with the procession.

and in America. It was the

Unwilling to undertake the construc-
tion of such a costly type, the Italian |
government “turned it down.! Cuni- |
berti then gave his design to  the
world,” and the British made use of it.

laid before the United States naval de- |
partment the plans of a large type of
warship similar to the

The Kkaiser, however, was not in-
clined to abandon his ambition to he-
come lord of the admiraliy of the At-
lantic. His reply to this latest defiance
from his English rjivals was seven
Dreadnoughts, each with an armament
of twelve eleven-inch guns, which are
to be ready by 1911. This last stupen-
dous effort to retain the supremac
will cost the Germans $100,000,000,

to accommodate these leviathans, and
the Kiel waterway will have to be wid-
ened and made deeper.

Although the honor of the practical |
realization of the Dreadnought {ype of |

battleships belongs to England, it had
been discussed previously

As
yet the empire has no docks big enough |

both in |

X

The wonderful
ships,

vantage.

these big twenty-one knots,

makes every other battleship not tur- |
affaiv.  In |

bine driven a tortoise-like
an action a fleet of Dreadnoughts
might accept or decline battle, as suit-
ed its  convenicnce. It could also
choose its own range and control the
rate of change of range,
Although the tremendous
concentration  secured by o the

the principal

speed  of |

Leers to man it
power of |
ten |
twelve-inch guns of a -Dreadnought is |
reason for the adoption !
Dreadnought. | of this new type by all the navies of |

the world, its cost is much less thun

four small battleships aggregating the |

As to the question of
Ccogts no mare to keep
commission than

same power.
maintenance, it
the big ship in
small one. A
the expense of it Strange as it may
seem, it does not require so many offi-
[Fewer men are neces-
the ten guns of one of
Dreadnoughts than are re-
all the guns of the Mis-

gary to serve
our new
quired for
souri.

A nation

with a perfect
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was to
guns

with |
plans !

armed
His

be
anly,

This vessel
twelve inch
were rejected.
Revolution In Naval Methods.
smokeless powder  and telescope |
sights, together with the new gunnery !
methods, have revolutionized the laws |
of gun fire. 'The turret gun used to |
be a slow and cumbersome weapomn.
Its record during the Spanish war was
one round every five minutes and no |
hits, Now it has Dbecome an instru-
ment of greal precision. 118 rate of |
fire is now more than twice a minute,
According to the nava' experts, mo- |
bility of forces is the necessity of war. |
The greater the mobility the greater
the chance of gaining a strategic ad- |
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million a year is about

fleet of |

Dreadnoughts
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ment of the usual type could withstand

such a tleet.

In combat

with

a fleet of

the type that must soon go to the junk
pile, even one of these new ships conl:d

infict

without
in the

armor,
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- MERE MENTION.

Many storiss are being told of Dr.
Richter, who  has just celebrated his
thirtieth: year as a musician in Eng-
fand. Recently, when. rehearsing a8
Mozart  symphony, ‘he stopped the
band and exclaimed: “Please, gentle-
men, more pianissimo: I want you to
play like Queen Mab, not like suffra-

gettes”  On another occasion,
going through Tschaikowsky's "Romeo
and Juliet” scenes, he pulled up the

orchestra and remarked, “You all play |
lish

like married men, not like lovers."
Recently a well known banker, visit-

ing New York, was introduced to Mr.

Peier Finley Dunne.  Impressed by the

! beauty of the surrounding counftry, the !

| banker suggested that they should takes
when |

i walk the next morning at 6 o'clock. |
“Thank you,” said Mr, Dunne dryly,

[ “but I never walk in my sleep,”

Sir Bdwin Elgar, the eminent IIng- |
piusical conductor, while in New
York was aroused from his slumbers
after midnight in a hotel by an irre-

pressible would be interviewer, who, | from Farnham, England.

the
reprasent
made rveply:
moon. It is
hour of the

while knocking violently at
sician’s door, exclaimed, *I
the Sun.'  Sir Edwin
“Go and represent the
more suitable at  this
night!"™

A remarkable lustance of continuity
in the holding of an office by the repre-
sentatives of one family is reported !
< Mr. - Guy |

mu-

clerk to
an ap-
filled suc-
grandfa-
and  his

Tassell has appointed
the commissioners ot e
pointment which has been
:zively by his tather, his
his great-grandfather
sreat-great-grandfather,
The common expression ‘robbing
Peter to pay Paul” found its ovigin it
London in 1550, when an appropriation |

vels,

was made from St. Peter's cathedral | erally cemployed the rate of miles per f miles, eguivalent to
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Has Shown Himself
to Be a Man of
Nerve and Fit to
Be the Leader of
His People.

Iferdinand of
ac-
The

whether or no Prince
Saxe-Coburg-Gotha waould he
ceptable as o candidate for ruler,
answer was, “Entirely so.”

The prince, of course, was the young
licutenant of the beer garden.

Wien he was consulted he surprised
everyhody by accepting the offer with-
out a moment’'s  hesitation. Prince
Ferdinand was o notability in Vienua
and an  especial favorite of the em-
peror, who made much of him at court
functions and liked to have him at the
palites,  He was twenty-seven years of
ame at the time and ready for any ad-
vonture,  he Bulgarian offer appealed
irresistibly to him and to his taste for
palitical intrigue. The old emperor
tried to dissuade him and was furious
over his persgistency, but Ferdinand
wus firm and was made prinee ruler of
Pulgaria at the ancient capital, Tir=
novo
Bulgaria In Luck.

For once Bulgaria had met
good fortune. Her new rualer was one
of the richest prinees in Europe, and
his aged mother, Princess Clementine,
danghter of Louis Philippe, was a wo-
muan ot colossal fortune.  Bulgaria was
impoverished, the result of her recent
revolution and  political misdoing  of
all I splte of her poverty the
prinvipality voted Ferdinand a saiary
of £250.000 2y which he promptly
returned  to  the  treasury  until  the
countery became pro<perous,  With his
OWn o oprivate e proceedeod
at once to put principality on a
sound financlai and with his
own o omoney and the Prines
Clementine . he public fm-
provement on a generons scale.  The
Bulgars from the, first that
they  had £ SR B ) o and weore
properiy appreciative,  IPerdinand  has
never given them cause to regret that
opportune  visit to the Vienna  beer
garden,

Ho
’rh(ll Vli-
plo, especially

with rare

Sorts.

(a1 0

resonrees
the
footing,
that of
undertook

realized

an active
him to !}
when his poersonad
bition is so inscparable tfrom the ag-
grandizement of the principality. He
has never made 4 seeret of his intens-
tion to rdstore Bulgaria to it old thine
dimmensions, and be is perfectly willi
it should exceed that conveniant Hmit,
Beeause hie believed that  he conld
achicve his ultimate design of hecom-
ing sovercign of a really worth awhile
ostate through Russian ¢o-operation he
Cenltivited the ezar with a zeal that led
him into  political . extravi
climax of which was the
Cof his young heir, Prince
orthodox Russian church.  IPailing to
acceomplish his purpose even through
this transparent mansuver, which must
have been peculiarly digtasternl to o
M aflliations and traditions
had heen  Roman Catholic,
FPerdinand did what he could to ropair
his apostasy and to coneiliate hig Ger-
mun relatives by wedding the amiable
and mature Eleanore of Reuss His
first wife, the mother of his two sons
and two daoughters, was the Bourbon
Princess Lonisc of Parm:a, who died
after s s of married life in Bul-
garid,

The new czar of the Bulgars has
proved himsell to he a man of deeds—
first by securing. and maintaining a
tirm hold on the affections of o race so
different from his own: again, by o
coup d'etat whicho promises to resuit
greatiy to the advantage of |

C. B. SANDERSON,

schemer and
itself’ endears

is one.
peo-

am-

to the

wihose
alwiys

her adversarics aond with the concon-
trated fire of her ten hard hitting guns
hammer the little ships to the point of
snder or annihilation. Her

£ fire control would never permit
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noiselessly  qorosy

{190
their

o pointers, following
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ten U E
waves and soray, woul
vitlnerabt the
Ly continuous
lencee his heaviest
In the battle of
naval prestige was wipoed ont in o
gle alfternoon. Had the Japanese
i a single Dreadnought the
of obliteration would have
protracted—an hour and a
vould hayve been quite long enoug
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Trushima, Ruyssian
sin-
]l(i“:-
proe-
been
less half
Preservers of Peace.
Thos it Is that the
time nations secin to hang on these ar -
biters of the The
Been able to suggest anyvthing more
practical or potent.  I'he power
of the Dreadnought is having in-
Auence on the war lords of Buyope.
Little fresh water may bluster
and burn powder, oreat naval
POWCTS {ire not 10 assume
the offensive
south - American
Brizil first to ackonowled
reactiing influence of the
and has already becomne
rore t e
ships which'she is having
In spite of her poverty the
m of Japan are
mering day and night on
hul which are to b the
hoer  coming  national  prosps
1911 the quaint flag of the
Dread

cruisers

destinies of mari-
Seas. Hague has not
vt
10T

its

stites
but the
overanxious
On th continent
the far-
Dreadnought
the dominant
threo great
constructed.
little hrown
riveting o h
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1 ton
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hour, ‘The knot on o
rate.  The admiralty
mile measures 6,080
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