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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

A GREAT EVENT IN MEXI(CO.

Durlog the psat month & religivus
ceremony han beon psriormed in Mex-
Jjco, whichb, il It bad not been for the
prompt action of the United Staten

minister, would in all probabllity have
resulied 1n trouble and internation )
compiications. Amerlcan missjonaries
are ssld to bave glven expreesion to
thelr oppusitivn to the adoration o! the
Virgin o Guadalupe, and received,
©obsequently, a number of threaten-
ink letters, proving tbut their lives
were endangered, Tbe tragedles of
€China might bave been re-enacted in
Mexleo,

The atory of this rite Ja botb remark-
able npd interestin:. Ten yeara ay
the arebbizhop of Mexico obtalned
permission from tbe pope to place a
disvem of gold oo the image of the
‘blessed virgin of Quudslupe, ‘“with
solemn rite and otmervavcee.'* And
in order that the performence
snguld operale io the good of the fuith:
fal, the promise was given that ¢ty ali
thuee thetf, in the day of the corons-
tion, or ln apy noe of the eaveu days
Immediately {oliewing, wball dJdirect
pious preyers to God before the eajy
lmusgeof the Virgin Mary of Guadsalupe
for the concord of Cbristlan princes,
the extirpation of heteny, the conver-
®ion of sinners and the exuitatfjon of
the boly motber cburch, plsuary in-
‘dulgence sud the renisalon of all their
#ins, which ean be applied by the
method of puffrage to Lbe souls of the
faithful In Corist that, wnited to Gou
in charl'y, may bave departed {rom
the world.”

‘Tbe duie wae origloally set for Dec.
12, 18589, but owing to the feelivg of
hostilfty between clericsls and liberals,
the latter reelng o it & political
ecbeme, 1L was Indetioitely put « I tils
the mooth of October, this year, the
corostation ltselr taking place oo the
12tb of tbat month, Tbe crown or
disdem I8 8 very costly aflalr und was

lacad in position over the bead of the
maye, supported by two angels, by
the archbiebep of Mexion. Aroh-
bishop Courrigan, of New York, was
among the higb prelates present,
and be fs reported to bave exclaimeu
lo enthusiasm: “*Viva Mextol!’

The peinting to wbileb the bomage
wan pafd is the eeuter of an augieut
and peculiar tradition. An Azteopip-
wert, Juan Diezo—so 1be story gdes—
An tbe year 1531, ten years aftel the
Bpanish conquecat, wns walking to tne
©lty one mourving to besr mase, At
daybresk he enconbtered the Virgin
Mary who told bhim It wae her wisb
that & church shonld be built on the
spol where the vislon appesred, and
that e was choren ae n messenger to
counvey thia to the biehop. Thi-
functionary, however, retysed (o be-
lieve tbe poor Azlee and demandeu
some sign by whichb mis trutbiulpees
might be established, The slgu was
given, for, recording to tbe legend,
the virgin again appearsy to Juan
Dicko by s spring and miraculously
lmpiinted on the lap of his mantle ber
owl Jmage. Convioeed by this, the
blshop placed the painting tu ble ora-
tory and ‘*gave ibanks to the liord and

His glorioue mother.** The ruioor was
quickly snpresd abrosd, and people
zatbered from iar and near to worabip
before the painting.

Buch 1a tbhe Iradition, to & ecer-
tsin degree autborlzed by tbe solemn
ceremobies just perfurwed. ‘That there,
at tbhe hill of Tipeyac, wan a0 lmage
enabrined soon atler the congueat and
that the patives gatbered there tor re-
ligious purposes ja s maiter of bistorical
fecord. An earlv chronfoler, says a
writer in the Chicego Timee-Hernld,
recorde that there wele & number of
placea newr the mountaine where
idolaters ‘*were acgustomrd to make
very #olemn racrifices tuat brought
devoiees from dirtans lunds.” Ooe of
these wae on 1be flink of P pucatapi),
wbere there wse an Imsge of Tel.
pucbt | {oneo! the names of the pagau
gud, Tezentlupoos). Another was ihe
shrine of delttied vy mi-le'uf the earth,
sjluated ot the foul «f the muntatu
now culied Melincbe, In 1)ascils, to
whbich came devntees *from provinces
more |bao fony leagues divinnt-* A
third waa st the foot of the bill of Te-
peyac, in the valley of Mexico. *‘lo
iba place,’’ vaye Habagun, **they had
n temple dedicated to the mother of the
goue, whom they called Tunsulzin.’t

Juan Jde Torquemsds, one of the
earliest misslousries in the eountry,
ia guuted ns etatiog thut tbe Frangis-
oaur, wno came befure any olbers to
pruns lhe untilled vipeyard, erecied s
church {in lbe place of Toe!) and in it
engbrined tbe glorious Sapla Ana,
grandm .ther of cor Loru, “*because 1
would gninclde with the anpcient feati-
vs]l mwpd in tbe place of Topanizin,
sJjscent to Mexico, which is, by the
indicativne, the pite of Guadalupe, the
virgin that is our Jady s+ d mother,”

Accorcing 'o this evidence the
adoration of the virgin of Guadalupe
s still in vogue js ® contibualtun of a
pre-Christiao rite of the Azises. Tbe
piciure fs 2 beautiful painting, repre-
senliog &« womau clothed with the
sun, baving the moon ubder her feet
anil 8 efown nf 8te18 upon ber head. It
ia enclosed in a yolden frame aud i
betieved to be a cipy of the lmage
Cnrtes ¢irried ou hle banoer in Lije
Invanton of Mexivo.

SENATORS AND PRESIDENTS,
It 1a 8 curlous fect In A merican
political bistory that po mu bae ever
been elected to the presldency wWho
war & eenator at Lhe time of his candi-
JdacyY, The one who cume uearest Io
mawing an exceptivo to Lhe rule was
Generni Gartleld, who was I1n fact
svnator-¢lcot, thuugn he would uwm
bave taken his srat in that body unt))
the date when be acluslly tuek tne
vuth ss Presjvent. Bepsiors Culiom,
Allsun, Bhermau and othels may
therefore fiud it diflicult to derive
muen gomlort fruin precedevt, ai-
toough the first named lately declareu
that there were quite a number
0! vur Presidects who bad firet been
senalurs. The astalement js true
enouvh, but, ap tne Cbleago Times-
Herald sumewbat cluelly uvbservee,
Senstor Cullom voes vot come witbin

the bistoric range uf bls precedent, for
sug¢b reuntore a8 were succepsiul presi-
deptial candidates were out of the
fArat office belore they were nsmed for
and galned tbe second. Iua ten
inatanges our Presidents bad been at
obv time or another members of the
upper bouse of Congress, these being
James Monroe, John Quinoy Adaws,
A ndrew Jackson, Mariin VanBuren,
Willlum Heanry Harrieon, Jubn Tyler,
Fravkiin Plerce, James Buchanan,
Agpdrew Jobnsun apd Benjamin Har-
rieon. But to cilset tfese ton, tituiory
uamen at Jeast twelve whoe have been
Jdefeated erber In coovention or as

csndiunte-; and, as already etated,
tbere 19 not a elngle oane,
where the President wse elected

direot fromm the Heoate aud while his
ferm [a that toy was stlil unexpired,
No wonder Mr, Reev, Mr, McKinley,
Mr. Campbell, Mr. Russull und otbers
aré not burrying just now tu get toto
u® more exunileu Cconyressiouni cham-
Lel.

REVOLUTION IN aRMENIA.

The most nlarmi.ug news yel recelved
from Asiatic Turkey 12 that 26,000
afmed Armenianas sr¢ in open revelt
agalpat the government. This mesus
tbhal tbe oppreseed people are on the
eveof making s desperate struggle for
Hberty and commeucing,if they can, a
movement In whicen the ioierested
European powers muust tuke part in
some way, elther for of aguiost Injam.
It is impasibie ab present o foresee
what proportione this i aurrection may
assume, but tbat the sultan coneid. ra it
-e¢Fous is evident from tbe fact that
be bas orderod out Lhe reserve tronps to
meet tbe rebels, and it is tolerabiy cer-
tuin that If the Armenians ruceeed in
boloing the'r own for some time, as
they are more than likely to d» jn their

Inacoessible  mountaih  Iastoesses,
'bey will recel ve ald trom
otber eources. The Greeks, peat-
tered u]l over Hyria, the g¢bier

ciiles of Hgypt and the -1alands of the
vaglern Med.terranean res; the Chrls-
tisns o the Interlor of Asiatie Turkey,
snd the vallant people of Monrenegro
and Herzeguvioa and other pricelpali-
ties in Europe, boweve: widely they
muy difler in traditlovs, religivn and
cuslomes, et 00 ¢ OMoOND yroopd 10
tbeir sentiments againet Turkish ruie
wvel Christisn pations, saud they
would nut hesitate 0 embrace a favor-
able ouportuaeity of terminusting it for-
evel. That the situation s 0ov of grave
import may, furtber, be interred (rom
the tuct tbat u. usual scliviuy )8 re-

poried’ amoeng lhe Russian troops
alo: g the soutbhern border of the czar’s
emplre.

1n vlew of the facts It becomes inter-
estinyg to nute Lhe aciual presepnt ajtu-
atlon. VWhen the Kuropeas powers
firet took the Armeoisn guestion ic
bund, tbey made veriain demaudas
on Turkey reganrding the reforme ueed-
ed in Armeuis, The sullno for a tong
time rojueed to comyply, but flpaily,
after the demands bad been toned
down consjderably, e yielded. The
reforms agreed upon nmeunt cbicfly to
this, that 1o 8lx ulsiFictsa certoip ufH-
cers are ta be Christiaue, anJ that Mo-
dummedan guverools sre tp hbave
Obrietinn vice governore. 1t ook five
moutha for Europg to force the sulian
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