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their wives, would cenfer a far
higher honor upon s nation, and
would perform better service to the
country than a Congress composed
of monogamie, unreliable hus-
Virtue is ;ha fmﬂatiun ?}fttt?q
rosperity of any nationj an is
Eam;,d'.ﬂ cipléof plural marriage
tends te virtuwe, purity and holi-
ness. © And those who represent the
women of Utah as'ignorant and de*
graded, are either aimingté bring
evil upon ws,or,they Knownot what
they are doing; and I feel that
although I deprecate the false and

odious representations of our éon-|

ditien, and the vilification of our
characters, I view with pity and
with commiseration those ‘'who
have banded together in our midst,
to work up a erusade that is calcu-
Jated and designed to subvert and
to sever the most sacred ties exist-
ing between man and woman—to
separate husbands and wives, to
put the reproach of bastardy upon
their children, and trample upon
thal::ﬂliaali aﬂ'&utiun-a[ of hli; human
heart. ,, 1 say X5 upon
th:; with = sympathy and
commiseration. . They . are trying
to measure arms with the Al-
mighty, they know not what they

e —. ——

baptized into Christ, of putting on
Uhrist, counting it no robbery with | fect freedom and the giorious liber-
God to be heirs and joint heirs with | ty of America; of the unc . unted
his Fon Jesus, 1t was for this ;:unm--H wealth of her citizens; that there
pose you and I found & resting| were ne pour in America; that fra-
place in these valleys of the moun- | ternity and equality walked hand
tains,which, as has been remarked, { in hand; that her constitution was
was not then United States soil,|the most faultless thing on earth;
The incidents of our coming here | that the finger of God was pal
in the manner we did—the fatigue, hat the country

in its formation; thal _
the ‘suffering ' from eold  ‘and | produced almost spontaneously, its
hunger. as well as 'the ™ heart-

prospects grand and glorious; that
rending’ scenes ' through ( ‘which | her hills were mountains and 'her
we ~passed, have ~oftéen. been |rivers seas; that the worship of 'the
penned. But Ob! none can realize | great Creator was Mnnd unbiaas-
them, or appreeiate fully our feel- | sed to all, without any restrictions,
ings when contemplating those|even though'it were absurd, or
early experiences, but those who |thought to be so, still it was iree,
passed through them. Those scenies |and all respected! For this very
have ed: but we are sometimes | freedomi the ' Mayflower bore her
reminded of them, especiaily when | preeious freight of souls across the
croppings of the same spirit ‘are| mighty Atlantic, * Yes, the one
witnessed in those who oppese us|grand ' idea, thal ‘here they
in our rights,which prompted thosé | might worship “God according
who forced upon us our sufferings. |to the dfctates’ of their own indi-
The principle of our holy religion | vidual creed and conSciemce, I was
that is assailed is one thatlies keep | born free, and was an earnest, deep
in my heart. Could I ask the hear- | thinking girl, and the glory of th
ers to'listen; ecould I beseech the|description beeame deiurmutyped
earth to be still, and the braye|on my youtig mind till the dream of
men who possess” the ngi.rit of a| my youth became & desire to visit
Washington to hear w
about fo say! I am the daughter of | this glorious Yousg America! This
& Master Mason; I am the widow | far renounred ‘fepublic! But years

I heard in my youth of the per-

do. Dol feel a spirit of revenge to-
wards them? No, my sisters, I do
not. They are in the hands of God;
we are in the hands of God, and to
him we submit all these matters.
Yet it is our duty, as far as we
have the privilege, to plead our
owWn cause, realizing fully that it is
better to represent ourselves than
to be mis-represented, and leave
vengeance unto God who has
said, ‘*vengeance is mine, and I
will repay.” For this purpose, my
sisters, we have met together to ex-
press our feelings and to plead our
cause.

The following address was then
read by Mrg. Bathsheba W, Smith:

It is somewhat surprising that we,
who are the true representatives of
the women of Utah, having, in
connection with our husbands, as-
sisted in redeeming these once des-
ert valleys, should be'called to as~
semble to vindicate ourselves
against misrepresentations made
by our Christian sisters, those who
have arrived here at so fnte a date
and for so different an o

bject, We
were driven|from our homes toseek
refuge some where else, for the tes-
timony of Jesus and the word of
God. They know why weare here.
We came because we loved God
and the prineiples of righteousness,

t‘counting all things as drosa for

the excellency of the knowledge of

God,” who had revealed himself
in our day; hoping that far away
from a’' professed Christianity we
might live in peace and worship
Him who had so highly favored us,
and live in'aceordance with those
prineiples which alone lJead to end-
less lives. As a legal citigen of ‘this
great republic, I enter my most fer-
vent protest against this umlawful
and unhallowed crusade founded on
misrepresentations, Congress has
no right to interfere with our most
sacred religion. As well might
that honorable bodylegisiate against
baptism by immersion as against
plurality of wives, : God bas reveal-
ed these principles and they must
be sustained, With our own free
consent our husbands take more
wives, and when children crown
our joy, around our sacred family
altars we bow the knee and suppli-
cate our Heavenly Father’s bless-
ing on our household, and rejoicein
his divine favor as legitimate wives
with honorable: ¢hildren.  We re-
gard our husbands as men ef true
virtue and integrity, whotake upon
thremselves so great a rﬂn‘ponﬂibﬂity
in honoring the laws o , and
we besgy them upin our faith and
secret prayers. Let our sisters in
the United Stakes know this, and
instead of seeking special legisia-
- tion to infringe upon our liberties,
» let them rather take the honorable
part and protect us in our rights,
and thus make for themselves a
nobler record. ' W

Sister Zima D, Young delivered
the . following  extemporaneous
speech:

The ladies of Utah, whose intel-
ligent: faces I now look upon! Could
I have had a vision of so grand a
spectacle 40 years ago, when-as a
church, few in. numbers, we were
struggling fer an eXistence on the
earth, I question whether I then
could have believed my eyes, nor
could I then have thought that
God had prepared so great a bles-
sing, that I should behold so good- |
ly apumber of intelligent ladies

of a Master’ Mason, who, when | passed, and the 'way did not open.
leaping from the windows of Car-| L was married early in life, and
thage jail ~pierced with bullets, | peace and plenty surrounded my
made the Masonic sign of distress; | habitation, my eup became full to
but, gentlemen (nddrmingh:hnnp- overflowing, of goodthings, When
resentatives of the press t were | I heard of a people whe had risen
present) those signs were not heed- | up in this land whieh I had so po-
ed except'by the God of heaven. | etized in my own niind, and that
That man, the prophet of the Al- | they were called Latter-day Saints.
mighty, masacred without mercy!| My mind was brought to a facus
He is now with those who are ery-| upon the principles they advanced;
ing, *Wait a little longer, until | L consulted no one but my God. I
the ‘blood of your brethrem, the| took my Bible, and compared them
martyrs, is shed.” [Applause] Sis-| with the teachings of Jesus, and
ters, this is the first time in my | found they corresponded in every
life that I have dared to give wut-{ particular. The elders told me that
terance to this fact, but I thought I | an angel had come and restored
could trust my soul to say it on | the everlasting gospel in its purity
this oceasion, and I say it now in|again te the earth, that reve-
the fear of Israel’s God, and Isay it |lations had been given for the
in the presence of these gentlemen, | re-organization  of God’s e¢hurch
and I wishimo could be heard | upon the earth, the door being that
by the whole brotherhood of Masons | by which Christ himself entered
throughout: our proud laud. That|when he was baptized by John the
institution I honer, If its principles | Baptist before entering upon his
were practised and strictly ad-|mission, &e., &ec. I listened and

of course fr '
ot E ek rse free to follow

.

cated as they had been in all the
refinements of the world, and have
ever honored it, and been an honor
to it, and to the church, whose
principles they left their home and
all its attractions to obey; andif my
husband did not enteriintoit,he was
his ewn mind,
e was a man of the purest, most
refined morals, and I never heard
him say or hint one word against
the order, even when his young
daughters entered into it. “*Verily
“To the pure, all things are pur 3
I have now been in the Churech 28
years, and my path has not been
one of roses by any means, but I
have no regrets; I would not return
to former thinge, for Queen Vie-
toria’s crown and all its append-
ages. The Lord being my helper,I
will live and die where I have cast

my lot. Its principles will feed and |
sustain all who desire to live them, |

and are fall of glory and im-
mortality. This is, indeed, a mere
synopsis of my Church history, but
a hint to the wise and good is suf-
ficient for them., I wouid like to
have an interview with the first
lady of oureountry at the present

goodness, her love of honesty and
truth, and should love to see her
take steps to investigate our princi-

les, and us as a people, we court
nvestigation, and never feel
afraid. For perfect love casteth out
fear. We love the honest, the wise
and the good of every land and
clime, for one touch of the gospel
makes the whole world kin, when
they embrace it. I1f there are

|strangers present I would respect-

fully ask them to investigate our
prin¢iples—not the characters of
men and women indiscriminately,
the truth of God" is not depebdent
on Ruman action or human judg-
ment. Among what churches on
earth are there no imperfect ones?
We must first be perfect ourselves
before we throw down the lﬁal.m tlet.
This is' & probation, and imper-
fection is at presenit the law of our
being; by this “we make the whips
that scourge us,” and by this we
get our schooling 'and increase in
knuw{adga, wisdom and under-
standing,and then we can make all

hered to, would there be a trespass | obeyed; there were no inducements | things work for our good in time

upon virtue? ‘
the honorable whifa or daughter be Ef ?tlaigth position in:’soeiety.
n?n - ut tha
‘é’gﬁﬂfnd‘lrgﬂu?&t tha &J%I ﬁiﬂlﬂi?: Oe casc U‘d'l*ﬂ:rﬂrﬂ ‘waon Leovk upoa
A merics, with the honorable Mrs, [ myself the name of a disciple o
Hayes at their head; would that |Jesus, whose life was suffering and
the Congress of the United States, | ubedience! The love of trath and
the law-makers of our pation,|the spirit of God showed me that
could produce & balm for: the|this church was according to the
ttern, in every

“evila which .exist in our rticular, that
ﬁ;ﬁy -.thr‘lu.u ;h oilhq abuse . of | Christ had laid dnwga and alhiﬂinh-'
virtue, or eould -so . legislate{ed by his own example; I embrac-
that virtue eould be protee
cherished ss the life which

‘has ' given-us! ' .We, in icommon |sins.
with mapy a 'woman throughout
our- b
theap
for suc

Jof this free and glorious country,
that I had so often heard spoken of
as the refuge of the destitute, and
the land of the free! Then ecame
the astounding mews that Joseph
Smith, the Prophet, Beer and Rev-
elator of the Chureh of Christ had

of auch deliv
is the-deliverance that wo-
man needss ' o siw

The principle of plaral marriage
ia honorable, it is a principle of the
(Gods—it is heaven<born. God re-
vealed it to us,among other things,

- And now tlie'way was open |strewn
for me to realize the dream of my fmy
broad land, would bail withjoy | youth,and become an inhabitant|d

No indeed. Would | held out of eeclesiastical hunursﬁu? and eternity.
0
bably my name would

Mrs, Margam-t T. Smoot made the
following impromptu speech:

Ifam thankful, am preud of the
privilege of standing before my
sisters in thg new and everlasting
covenant _mﬁnj' of whom know
me and’bave known me for many

years, I have“been a member of
the Churchof Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day ‘Saints. forty-four years; I

ted. and | ed it, passing through :the' door of | have trodden paths strewn with
heaven bapti’sm for''the “remissiofi  6f my |[thorns, nnd?I have tredden

aths
n Wwith rotes. I have gnF:yad
life and my religion all the
days I have spent in it. I know for
‘myself that we are engaged in the
work of the living God, and that I
am numbered among his people.
-With regard té'the priseiple of
plural marriage;, T wish to say, that
I bhave had experiemce in its prac-
tice for nearly forty years. I am

|

but I know them to be the feelings
of many others who occupy a posi-
tion like that which I oceupy, and
I believe them to be the faﬁllb ngs of
this whole ecommunity who would,
if they had the pri-ﬂl%a, speak in
their own defense.' "We'aré not a
degraded community; we areé not in
abject slavery. - We have our privi-
leges and rights—just as many as I
want, and as many as T know how
fo use. Let me repeat—we sare not
‘“‘degraded,” mneither are our chil-
dren. We huvethe noblest of chil-
dren and the happiest of homies. I
would be willing to eompare my
husband’s family with anybedy’s
mily, to see what defeét can be
ound in them. Our sisters, ladies
of other persuasions, have spoken of
us as being *“degraded.’” : They do
not kmow us, we are net under-
stood, our principles are not under-
stood; mneither are our >motives
kEnown. ‘We have never atterbhpted
I to interfere with any of their privi-
leges, On the contrary, we have
made them welcome to our land
| after making it what it is. “We are
| they who came here whé¢n the place
was & desert wilderness; who have

1‘

|

t I.am | this Elderado, and see for myself|time; I have heard much of her |subdued the arid soil, built the

cities and planted the gardens and
vineyards, and made  the place
beautiful and desirable. We, [say,
have done this; under the blessin
of Almighty God, for without his
blessing upon our labors we pould
not have endured the toil. But
let me say, that as far as our situa-
tion is concerned, we are in the
hands of God, and, as has often
been 'said, so L say, if this work is of
Ged it will stand, despite all efforts
to the contrary; aad if .of man, it
must fail. But I do net use the
word ‘i as though in doubt about
it, because I know, and you know,
my sisters, that it is of God; and
we know, too, of the purity, the
virtues and the integrity that fill
the bosoms of our sisters belonging
to this Chureb. We do mot profess
to be perfect, but we can say, that
those who live the religion we pro-
fess, who live up to all their privi-
leges, are blessed and owned of
God. We are in his hands, and he
will take care of his people.

Mrs, Dr, Roumania Pratt read
the following address; .

Mrs. President, Ladies and Gen-

o temen:. . '

To get the proper understanding
of a subject about which there is a
difference of opinion, and eaﬂaclally
in an element where right and
wrong are 8o intricately intermin-
gled—wrong dieplacing. right at
every presented opportunity, we
must eliminate the facts, which are
the stern and indisputable rounds
in the ladder of sscent by which
we climb slowly, but surely,-to the
true solution of the difficulty, Bud-
denly there has arisen in our midst
& new varlety of opposition, the
object of which is to tread into the
dust, without stint or distinction,
that which we hold most sacred, It
isan element that,in the seareh
for evil, has skimmed from the sur-
face the floating ills with which
(magnified and recolored by  their

as a saving principle; we have ac-
cepted it as such, and we know it
is of him for the fruifs of it are
holy.” ,'Worthy men and women of

Ibaen massacred for his rinciples! !

the wife of & polygamist, I believe
in the principle, and I know it to
be pure and chaste; and I Know
that those who practise it in the

as also his brother Hyrum with
him! Itcame like a thunderboit!
What, in America? the land of re-

old practised it, even the Bavior |

himself traces nis lineage back te
polygamic

stand its true worth, and we waut | happ
our ehildren to practise it, that|elaimed. Alas! I awakened-frem

through us a race of men and wo-|my early dream! My eyes were
gsound | opened and I saw, and knew that

ies, who shall | light had eome into the world, but

men may grow ugpomuing
minds in sound bod
‘““live to the age of a tree,”

Some of the ladies who have so|acted only as a testimony that this
us, have | was indeed the_ church . of Jesus
thought fit to band together, for|Christ, re-established upon the
what? If they truly want to bene-| earth, and hence the persecution.

recently come among

fit and bless their sex, lét them di-
rect their labors among the many
unfortunate women of the towns
and cities from whence they came.
They cannof help us, God alone can
do that. And we are already
blessed with comfortable and bhappy
homes, with rights and privileges
which they can neither give nor
take from us. And we are blessed
with husbands whom we have con-
fidence in, and we honor them as
they honer their God. And let me
tell you, my sisters, there are many
good and .intelligent women in our
land. to-day. who wish their
husbands were as honorable
as ours, and that they  could
tie to theirs, as we .can to
ours, We love our husbands, we
love our children, and we love our
religion, and theré is abundance of
proef in what we have done that
we are sincere, ,

The next speaker was Mre, Han-
nah T, King, who read the follow-

who have had the privilege of being |

ing written by herself;

parents. We are proud | every
of the prireiple because we under- | ‘‘Life, hberty

spirit of the Gospel of which it is a
part, are pure and virtuous, Andl
know, too, that purer men and wo-
men do not live upon God’s foot-
stool than those who live in this
ordér of marriage. '

I have seen the Prophet Joseph
through whom: this principle was
revealed; I have listened to his
teachings, I have known for my-
self of his wvirtue, of his purity, of
his goodness, of his desire to ele-
vate and bless the human family,
and what I say, many ol you, my
gisters, can bear witness of. 1 know
too that virtue and goodness and
urity is the watchword of our
grathren;laay I know, I do not

ligious freedom? that land whose
constitution guaranteed to all of
clime ‘among her people
and the pursuit of

iness!” Iteould notbe! I ex-

darkness was preferred. To me, it

Gathering was and is one of our
principles and I had the spirit of
it as soon as I had been baptized;
my good and beautiful children
embraced it also and we rose|say I believe it, but I doiknow for
and Jleft our beloved home |myself that whatl say is true. 1
laying all upon the altar, if need |kaow it by the revelations of the
be, for the Gospel in its fulness; | Spirit of the living God—the Com-
and embracing all itapr_incipleﬂanti forter that was promised by the
of course plurality among the rest.
I had been educated in the strictest | long experience; I have lived now
principles of morality and refine- |nearly 70 years on this earth, and
ment, yet when I heard - that this |44 of them have been spent serving
was one of the tenets of the Church, | my God in this new and everlast-
given by revelation, I was by no|ing covenant. i

means staggered, but pondered it| My husband, asl bave intimat-
in my heart like Mary of old! I|ed,isa polygamist; his other wives
knew it was the order of the ancient | and his children by those are just
Saints, and great bles<ings had been | as much a part of his family as me
conferred upen the human family |and mine, I being his first wife;
by obeying it, even the Bavior|and his other wives are just as law-
coming to earth through that |ful and honorable in the sight of
lineage. Viewing it also philsophi-
cally, I felt tbat its laws_coincided
with the law of my natur

consider to. be just as
.and bonorable as any

dren L
lawial

| Saviour; and it is confirmed by my |

God as I am, and his chil.|

own perverted imagination into ab-
solute misrepresentation) they have
sought to arousein the publie mind,
sentiments as bitter as their own,
with this object—that we may. be
swept out of existence without. our
cause being investigated or consid-
ered, They have entirely overlook-
ed the fact that truth is beavy.and
often lies hidden in jthe ﬁepﬁfn'ﬂ of
unspoken words and deeds,

The first question in the process
of analysis of Lthis, matter is, who
are these opposers? and second,
Who are the opposed? The latter
are they who, by glancing back
through the vista of thirty years,
may be seen in their westward
journey as a little handful of hus-
bands, wives and children, slowly
wending their way teward the
wilderness, with the cheerful hope
treasured deeply in their hearts
that there, buried In its depths,
they might worship God acecording
as he revealed his will and com-
mandments. Thus the weary
miles were crept over, patiently

{overcoming the obstacles of nature,

braving dangers from wild men

{and beasts, until the Lord whisper-

ed to his anointed Prophet:
‘““Here in the barren valley  of the

| Great Balt Lake is the resting place

of my people.’?"

Diligently the pitching of tents
went on, followed by busy prepara.
tions for the approachiog untried
winter, without a single misgiving
as to the result, for their hear
were filled with the auataéu,lng and
glowing influence of the Holy Spir-

e; my _ _
daughters entered into the uniar in | children  born in  wedlock,

all their youth and beauty—edu- | Thege are vol only my feelinga, A

it, inspiring them with the assur- -
Condinued on page 668,
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