THE “WORLD'S" FINE FEELINGS.

THrE New York World is one of the
papers that violated the luw when
Kemmpler was executed, by publishing
a gensational report of the aftair, On
the strength of its blood-curdling ex-
travagancies it then insisted that the
leghslature should instantly repeal the
electrocution law. [t now make apD-
other feeble effort in the mame direc
tion. In substauce it eays:

“The legisluturc neglected a duly last
winter in Dot repealing the law for the
killing of condemned mmen by elcctrioity.
This method of execolion is tentative at
best, and the execution of cundemned
men onght oot to be n matter of nncer-
tain experimeut, involving possibilities
of tortnre. Even il eleciric executionis
instantancous and certadn-—a point of
moch doubt—it is atiended bi’ nppear-
ances of 2goanizing torture which render
the very thought of it shocking to hu-
mane minda. As A nccessary couse.
quence it is incre.’wlnglf' diflicult to se-
cure conviction in caplial cases, nud that |
is a detriment to the poblie, whose pro-
tection agningt crime isa consideration of
the first importance. Bevides all this
hanging is $ood enotigh for cold-blooded
murderers.” .

We guote this jumble of nonsensa for
the purpose of showing what foollsh
predicaments are involved in the cus.
tom that pome otherwise great papers
have of pursulng a notorious fallacy, as
if it was an estabtished fuct, solely for
the materinl] which it may contaln for
manufacturing sensation. The propo-
sition that, the execution of condem-
ned men ought not to involve the pos.
sibilitier of sufferiLg, would indeed be n
beautifu! pentiment and might be con-
vincing, if the same paper that volces
it would propuse some other method
than hanging us a eubstitute for the
mode otjected to, or else to be con-
sistent cease its habit of epreading out
before its ren:lera the deinjls of execu-
tions by banging, wherein the most
shocking scenes of torture possible
to the taking of human life are graph-
ically portrayed. It seems to us ruther
gilly to protest against the poskible tor-
ture of electrocutiou, und in the same
sentence contend for a snbstitute the
puesible tortures of which are in-
finltely wore horrible,

The second objection, that though!
death by electricity may be instantane.
ous it bna the appearauce of torture,
would algoc be very fine, except thatthe
remedy which the World proposes is a
thousand times more shocking to
buman sensibilitiea than the evil could {

posulbly be.

Besgides this fine sense of sympathy
for the feelings of the public would, we
think, take much better, if the organ
that assumes it did not on every occa-
alon exert fitsell =0 prodigiously
to agonize the sensitlve public
with exaggerated pictures of those
very Yappearances’ of torture in order
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to make itxelf interesting. This snme
habit on the Worid'e part renders lu-
dicrous itg assumed sollsitude lest this
shocking ‘‘appearance’” of torture
should beun obstacle in the conviction
of criminala whose offenses are punish-
able with death.

But the finishing touch of all this
beautiful sentiment is resched in the
closing observalion that, “henging is
good enough for cold blooded murder-
ers.” Buch a sequeunce to such odi-
torfal utterances is quite sutticient to
stamp them ax the mere babbling of a

buffoon.
—_— e ——

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION.

Anadjourned meeting of the Board
of Education was held July 10th, Pres-
ident Beott in the ghair,

The members present were .Messrs.

| Nelson, Snow, Lett, Colbath, Pyper,

Newmau, Pike and Duke.

A. L. Simound} offerm! to sell to the
board & piece of ground 10x20 rods in
block 20, piat A, for $16,000, in school
bonds at par. Referred to the commit-
lee on aites and buildings.

0. H. Avey, W. F. Jamlson, G. N.
Mc¢Kay, J. W. Newbern, A. 8. Mar.
tin, William Bradford aod James
SBterllng nsked that they be appointed
epumerstors to take the sehool census.
{On motion of Mr. Pike the watler was
Jefi with the memhers of the board to
select enumerators (rom thelr respec-
tive districts,

J. B. Walden ouflered to sell to the
board a school site consisting of 230
square rodg of ground for §21,000.
Committee on sltes and buildings,

William M. Stewart, in bebalf of the
Univereity of Deseret, offered to fur-
nish the board two school rooms free
of rent, on condition the University be
given the privilege to uee the teachers
and puplls fer the purpose of training
or teaching ite normal gtudents, Com-
mittee on school work.

The following reports were read, re-
ceived nnd filed:

THYE PRESIDENT'R REPORT.
To the Board of Education:

Gontlemen—Pursuant to Iaw I present
my tirst annual report as
board of educalion of
school distriet,

The reports of the finnnce committee,
superintendent of city schools and clerk
of the bonrd of educalion go so folly into
the dotails of the school work of the year
that it will not be necessary for me to set
those details forth in this report, I shall
therefore confine mysell to a briefl gen-
eral review of the year,and to such re-
commendations connecied withthe noeds
of education as present themseslves.

As isa well known, the tinances of the
board have been mueclh embarrassed the
past year, chiefly on uccount of the liti-
gation growing out of the special tnx
levied in the paveral districts of the city
prior to the consolidation. This Jitign-
tion deprived the school revenesof sums
amounting to about $30,000, directly in-
volved in Lhe suits contested, and aboat
as much paid under protest and affected
by the adversg decision. The absence of
this money leaves the sehools in debt at
the close of the school year 826,390.06.

It Lake Cuy

I trust a better showing nay be
mnde next year.. It may not be
out of place for me to add that

wince those who contested the spepial
district echool taxes; nbove referred to,
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were successiul in resisting the payment
of them, equity requires that those who
paid such 1axes without protesiation or
resistance should be reimbursed.
therefore heartily approve the action of
the brard in au;:gesr.?ng and favoring a
lan wherehy, with the approval of the
eyinlniure,those taxpaycrs who paid will
he put on an equality a8 to the school
hordens with those who did not. The ex-
pensca have necessarily boen large the
E&nt year, hecause ihe year's work’
ad o include the formwive period.
'There bas hepenh much litigation, caused
by uncertainties of the law, and many
forms of procedure to vprovide, sil of
which bhas }E_..m costly. Hents also have
been at the maximum; tbe board bas
paid rental to the amount of $4833.38, ndd
yet the schnols bave been ull overcrowd-
ed. Lastly, there bave been large sums
paid on old district accounts.

The enroilment ¢f pupils and the aver-
nge sttendance of the schools wi hin the
city were as follows for the past ycar and
the year previous:

1690, 1861. Incrense.
Total enrollment.... «....di05 €368 13
Average aitendance.......... 2838 3015 S0

This i= a gratifying increase, but it is
reasonable to expect yci better resulis
with the erection of school bulldings bet-
ter located und mourc commeodions than
the structtires now in use. With regsrd
to the contemplated new buildings I trost
I may be pardoned for nrging upon the
board the need of careful consideration
of plavs, that the best modols may be
adopted and those thut huve the fullest
recognlilon of the modern ideas in reowf-
ness, convenience, ventilation and sani-
tation.

Healthtulness is the prime object, and
aduptation for the Use required is scarce-
ly second in importunce. Careshould be
taken in locating the buildings. Some of
a primary churacter should be placed
furtber on in ul] directions from the cen-
ter ol the city than any of the public
schools now are 1o meet the city’s growth
sodl wnots, and lo accommodale the
primary pupils near their bemes, With
respect tu sites, every care sbould be
taken to have them so placed as to best
accommodate the population. Also, to
procure title in tho board to the school

roperly 1D the city as contemplsted hy

[law, a duty which bas not so far been at-
‘ tended to.. Present sitca can doubtless be
'added to from time tn time a8 adjoining
' property comes into the market, where
|tbe locations are satisfactory; but some
| new sites should be purchased jmmedi-
(ately.
In addition to the crippling of finances
| previoualy mentioned, the board has bad
to pay out £52,128.49 on building account
to complete contracte, pay indebtedness
' and put school houscs in condition for
use, The general fund should be reim.
burscd thia snm on the sale of the tanda
authorized by the vote of June 12th.

Teachers should be encouraged in
' their work, and there sbhould be a recog-
' nition of good service by such increase
|of salary as {s fuir and their merit would
warrant.

1nspite of all drawbacks, a favorahle
beginning has l,cen made, and the work
consnlidated o that the futurn will be
ensier. The courses of study have been
astablished, the grading of pupils made
and a large and gratifying measure of
wuecoss hus attended the work, .

There has heen less friction than might
bave been expected in the welding of
twenty-two districts into ono. All bave
labored for hbarmoby and efficlency, und
I bave reason to believethat your etforia
toward the betterment of our schools
bave bad und now possess the full sup-
port and upproval of the people.

GEo. M. Scorr
President of Board of Educslion.




