Its Strength and Weakness —The Antiquated Weap-
ons and Curious Fancies of the Celestial War-
riors—How the Army Is Divided.
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result from the burning of more than
a million matches under one's nose the
enemy 18 temporarily disabléed—that is,
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while the coal supply was also ghort.”
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on Li Hung Chang, who, knowing the
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waa in, tried In vain (o avert the disas- |
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by the war councll sitting at T, 1
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rin, where the Chinese lost 18 =
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of high off s and digappear with the oyed or captured durir
| fall of th patrons, without recelving | nd now npumbers hard
| & pensior urther employment." than 100 vessels of all ¢las
Ther & i YR A sCrew Joose some army, ho ver, was not appre
where it Chinese affalrs, as was shown | duced, for the gaps in Its rar
in the Japo-Chinese war of I8M juickly tilled by drafts from ti
While Japnan was prepared at every i n lomg of China's populatior
polnt and hurled her massces of tralned | spasmod ittempte have been
t s apalnst the demoralized Chinsge | bring it up to Eurapean stand
tereible results, China, on the con- | the. introduction of forelgn of!
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poris or hid in ostuaries wking coms | and armament of all deseriptios |
P t officers t fight the ships and | it Is one thing to lead a horse to water

and quite another to make 1t drink
There are great arsenals, as at Shang
hal and Nankin, naval and milltary
weademies, factories for the n
ture of black and smokeless | ]
There are European Instructors in o
tary and naval tactles, gtudents )
have studled abroad and hund

| cadets who are studying at home under

forelgn and native professors; 3
apite all this, there ls something in the
Chinese character that absolute [re.
cludes the acquisition or retention of
technical information necessary to r
val ar milltary success, The O}
engineer may learn how to run t!
gines of o warship and the gunner |
to caleulate the range of a cannon
the chances are that the form.

ram & vessel of his own Instéad o
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The Chinege army {8 numeriecally vast
ind imposing. Flrst of all, thers
the “"Eight Banners," contalning sor
100,000 men, mainly descendants
Mantchoo fighters and conguer
entire force subdivided Into thr
groups of Mantchoos, Mongols and Chi
negs, With them the profession
is hereditary, and from thelr ranks
drawn the “Tigers” and the In
guard, while perhaps 40,000 are scatter
ed in garrison along the Manchurisn
frontler,

The great natlonal army, called the
‘Ying Ping” or the “Green Flags" |s
algo known as the "Flye Camps,
cause split into five distinet parts
further subdivided into 18 corps, one for
each province, at the orders of the g
ernor general or viceroy, On paper ths
army has a strength of 600,000 men
with about one-third available In time
of war., But only a =mall portion ¥
armed with modern weapons and has
an up to date organization.

Added to these are the “mercenary
troops™ which can be called out if nesd-
ed, and the Mongollan cavalry, tot
number of about 200,000 nominal, b
not more than 20,000 actual, The total

00, «

figures show a land army of about 3
000 men on a peace footing and of up
ward of 1,000,000 on a war basis, But
as & whole, the army {s Ineffective, &
cording to Lord Beresford, who !
made a study of it, lacking cohealon
unity and discipline, and chlefly armed
with weapons long since obsolete,

The drill I8 hardly more than o m
physical exercise: there |s no adequale
equipment of medical service, transport
or commissariat,

There g po coherent body of men o
titled to the name of an army, the e
tire force is so divided (nto mseparal®
groups or camps scattered throughout
the various provinces. The finest corpd
i# that known as the Tien-tsln contin:
gent, the pet of Li Hung Chang, which
I8 equipped with repeating rifles, Krujp
gunz and all modern accessor e+
sides having had the benefit of superior
drill and (at least on paper) better pa¥

about §4 per month, against less thal
half that amount recelved by soldlers
in the Banner army,

It has been declared that the Tard
goldler never surrenders, even In
face of absoiute and overwhelming

Ulad

feat; that he will kill his wife and cht”
dren and burn himself allve in m:
home, leaving nothing but a heap &
ashes for the victors, It fs a capii
offense for a Chinese soldler or offices
to fall In any fmportant mission Ib*
trusted to him, so that §f an officer, oui*
slde of his salary and awards, s e
of one thing officially from imperls)
gources it I& promotion or decapitation

In conclusion, while the Chines "m.'v
appears most formidable at a ¢ iperd-
cial glance, still, as has been shown ly“
the preceding columns, {ts organs
weakness more than compensales }h:

Its vast numerical superiority over H
allied army of invasion. But if It ¥

conjoined to the millions of an enras

populace there will be danger in Vh:;
mere massing of the multitudes, ‘],_n

will dash upon the invaders like
waves agalnst a rock, Lo
CHANNING A, BARTOW.

ter, When the war began, he appenled | A YOUNG ARCHITECT'S TRI fPs.

without effect 1o the other viceroys and
governors for assistance, who selflshly

left him to his fate, His army was | for the accepted design of & &

nominally strong, but the Japanese
army was four times stronger; his fleet
wad superior In material to his oppo-
nents, but Inferlor in naval sol-
ence, organization and seamanship
and was orippled by the resignation
of all the Scotch and English englineers
on the breaking out of the war: the

Hart Wood, a 19-year-old lad of I"Yll

ver, has been awarded the prize ,Y"'lr'”.
fur the ity park, his plans having beed
considered superior to those of a ¢ "_1
well known arohiteets of long exper®
ence and training who participsted 1
the competition, Young Wood hus ‘ ’:

NT

studying only for a year and o
but has long shown & talent for 418

[Ing. He will enter the University o

army In the Beld had no commander in | Pennsylvania In the fall.

grown at Ladysmith" “The Modder,”
“Belmont,” “Graspan,” “Kimberioy,"
“Mafeking” and even “Pretoria.'”

The states of Texas, Mlssisaipp! and
Georgln have recently abandonid the
system of hiring out convicts, but have
employed them to advantages on farms,

especlally Iu ralsing cotton. This form | of the birth of Qeorge Bancrofl
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e
sure the best returns, Both Missi= m'

and Texas have made a profit out ©
the conviet farms, and the f'ﬁ““,""e
been free from hardships and ¢ 'I""”“"'?

The people of Worcester, Mass '“.
discussing plans for & praposed celevrs

tion of the one hundredth unnt\'"""(‘;;

of employment has been found to work historian, which event took pice
the least Injury to free labor &nd to as- | that city, on Oct, 8, 1800,
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