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-_THOUGHTS ON THE NEW YEAR.

r——
Hail] giad New Year, tresh from tho Forge of
time

Another 1
Then?oud-mnguad bells Again, wik

Upoﬂ]m:'nlghl thelr notes’of welcome cast

;miieuone thou hask lod us pest;
merry

The good old year gome by we would oot

"n'rc?ll'gﬁ; {{s lap <ood cheer and pleoty

rurm'i.:miés kind, our rulers’ thoughis 1o
Andwgrlg::ned w!th Slatohood Utah’s honored
nate.

ba tume atill on Trath’s bright anvil mold
Ojl;:%‘relem weal and future destiny,

And 01 us for the duties manifold
Thyt make u3, as & nation, great and fre e.

An ome friend whoas worth we love to'tel],
“9: :ny. 0ld Year, depart in peare and joy;

Ang though wo bid Lhos now & long Farawaeil,
Thy mem'ry tond bl yield us sweet em-

ploy.

A a roll with constant, steady flow,
Aﬁ;e;nfrl. their burdens to the m{ghl.y sea,

B0 down Time's stream the laden years

muat g0
Toswell tho vast tide of eternity.

T} b his yardstick,measuren out to man

T?ﬁ:‘nmﬁ!}im, wirlch we a lifetime oall;

And, should we liveto filt 11fe’s Jongest span,
ow hrlel, slnce birth, will be the interval,

New {gsues rise to crowd the otd oues down;

Tho over Jiving Present is the Oeld
“’hegecwee muast fl'anve tbe Jaurels OF renown,
Ry making stubborn circumatances yicid.

Rolh storm nnd sanshine, douhtless, we shall

meet
Throughout the yoar we pow do ontar on;
But if in God our irust is made complela,
In triat He will lenve ns DOt alonoe.

The rothat swiftiy pass away
B-J‘i’i‘gﬁ T Pe tor that bteat, Favored trmo
When Christ, the Lord, His acepter juat aball

swny, 3
And reign sapremno o°or evory land and ¢lime.

Now 15 the ponr For each and’every one
To scan the past, and see it we cap find
Boma duties slighted whick wea should have

done,
Some x:owmg ovils wo should leave bebind.

JAMES URYSTAL.
AMERICAN FORK, Doc. 29, 1996,
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MISSTATEMENTS CORRECTED.

TooeLE Crry, Utsh,
December 28, 1896.

Of late years many tourists visit

tab and the Mormens, and bepause
Of the many miarepresentations (hat
have been girculated againstthe latler,
Vis|tors often ocome expeoting to ficd
“n jgnorant, wicked people, When
they flod the very oOpposile of thie
their enrpriee in great and they gen-
eteliy oirculate good reports of Utab
and |her people, Bul there are thote
Who vleit us who are ao prefudiced
agajnst the Mormon people that they
Oap gee no good ip them, The Rev,
T. J. Hooper is obne of that nomber.
He bas resided tn Tooelas Cliy for shout
two years, and if it Is poesihle for him
Lo he truthinl where Mormons sre oon-
Cerped he must admit that the troat-
Mment he received ffom tbe people here
Was jnvarliably good. Yet in his dle-
Oription of & “*Sunday Bohboeol Pionlc 1n
Utan,”* as published receully in &
Methodist Bundasy scbool journal, be
Inanjfests his prejudios and his dlere.
gard for the troih, and 88 he eXpresse:
B deaire thst It should have a wide
olronlation we Incorporste the arti-
ole with some mneoesinry erplana-
tops, s0 thal the real aplrit
Bud charagler of the gentleman may

be nnderstood In Utubh apnd elsewhere,
Here {a bis artlole:

A BUNDAY BCHOOL PICNIC IN UTAH
BY RLV. T, J. HQOPER.,

Bnnday ecbool picnics are the order of
the day, Last sommer I made some oh-
servatious of one very peculiar in its
character. They bad betore sald to me,
“QOur God 1a 8 progressive God, and as
His people we are & progressive peopla,?’
I was prepared, therefore, for almost
anything., One peculiarity about this
people is, they are compelled w give
one-tonth of ail thelr income for the sup-
port of their religions sys em, and when
aDything special, sach &8 pionics, annli-
versary ceiebrations, bullding enter-
prises, eto., ia projea.sd, they must makoe
apeoinl contributions.

Op 1he oceasion te which I refer the
town was canvassed, and among other
\bings contrihated were two harreis of
beer, given by the two saloon kaepers,
To this an addition of three harrels was
made hy the commitiea, The day heidg
warm, frequent appeals were made to the
“gooling draught.’’ and, as a result, hoys
trom eight lo fourleen years old were
stuggering over the pionic gronnds neastly
drunk long hefore Lhe bourarrived to go
home. In the evening the festivitios wero
concladed wkhb a dance. The ‘*hishop!’ in
prayer hy which he opened the dance
thanked the Lord ‘‘for the enjoyments of
the day,’” Bad asked Him to hless them
“in Lhe olosing exercizes at the dauncs
ball.’? No doubt many of them thought
He did, for a lady told the wrlter thg: she
‘‘paver saw 80 many dronken mepn and
women on the floor of u dance hall be-
fora.”"

I send this forth hoplng that it will
find wide publication an be the mesns
of counleracting the pernicious infizences
of the emis=sariea of that Churoh, who
are helDg sent out by the bundreds
evary year, preaching the “Gospel of Lhe
Church of Jesus Christ’s Lauer-day
Saints,” Ouneof them sald quite recentl
in an Eastern state: "DrIunkenbess li
unkpown amoDg the Mormon ople.
And sithough the population of Ush is
sevelity-five per cent Mormon, they only
commit tw enty-five per cent of ihe orime
in the 8 ute.” This is un ab:olute faisity!?
The reverse would he muoch nearer the
tra h.

The writer has had thirleen years® ox-
perience 1o the *mining camps” of Colo-
rado and Utah, bol never saw so wnuch
druokepness as he has seen in the *“‘re-
ligious commubity” in which he bas
lived the past two yoars.

Toe Tuvele Trapeaipt repriduced
the sriicle with toe following editorial
opimenls

The above appeared in the Me'hodlat
Sunday Sohool Journal ot recent date,

We were vory touch surprised to aee a
communication of this kind written hy
Rey, Hooper, Mr. Hooper knows gy
well as anybody Lbat there is not a par-
iiole of ieuth in the ahove, from obe end
to the olber, and for & minjster to handle
ihe truth so carelessly, we think he
shonld he ashemed of himself,

It is true, the Mormon peopte do
& litbhing—which is volantary on their
part—but the tithing is Dot on{y used ior
the “*support of thelr religious system,”
hut it ia distribhuted among the poor,
whloh la & very commendahle featnre
that Mr. Hooper {ailed to menijon.
Contributions to *“picnics, bullding en-
terprises, oto,,’’ are entirely as the people
feel ahout it, and there is no compuluion
ahout, as MI. Hooper well knows, The
*‘picoics, celobrations, cte.,”” are partici-
pated in by Mormon and Gentile alike,
aDd the writer has seen Mr, Hooper him-
self take part thereiu.

On the ocoasion' Mr, Hooper refera to
there werg two four-gsllon kegs of heer

ay

donated to the band hy our saloon
keapers, hat thers was pot & drop cobD-
trihuted by the comtoiitee., Alihough
there waa a large orowd at this pienig, it
was a gober and geDtlemanly one, and a
vory ploasant day of pure anjoymient,
just puch as pould be eZpec.cd a Sunday
school would give.

Ag to the dance in the ovening, the
Bishop was not even present, s0 we do
not sce how he coulll possibly bave
‘opened the dance with praver. We
do not know who tho*‘lady” conld he
who informed Mr. Hooper of the drunk-
enpeds at the dance, but she evidently
had as little regard for the truth as Mr.
Hooper seoms to bave.

The writer came here jast a few woeks
aftor Mr. Hooper, and althongh we bave
oot beeb in “mining camps for 1hirieen
years,” wo have heed about all over this
continent, from the Atlantio to the Pa-
clific, and can say with all honesly that,
compared with other towns of iissize,
this “religions community'™ ia as free
from dlunkenness as any I have evor
heen in.

I have never seen a child withio the
age Mr, Hooper gives under the tnfln-
enoe of liquor, nor bhave 8YEr 5600 B
woman ip that condilion, and surely my
buosiness takes me where Lhese thiogs
would be secn if they existed.

I wish to say in ooDolosion that I aro
pot answering this hecause I am a Mor-
mop, forl am not a Mormon, hui he-
cause I bave found the Mormon people
to he an hopest, hospitable, eoher and
industrious people,andas I am in a posi-
tion to know thut Mr. Hooper bas dobpe
thewn a great wrong, I wish to refute the
oharges as a Gentile who bas heen
treated Just as well here as Mr, Hooper
LI.TH

We wlill pay to hegin with that the
geotlemad was not on the ground dur-
ing the entire day of the shove men-

| tloped outing.

He first makes 8D atinok mpon the
God worahipped by the Lattercday
Baints. We desire every intelligent
person to hepome acqualnted with the
abaraoter and attribuies of the God
worsbipped hy us, even (he God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, end then
to obtaln a desoription of the being
worabipped hy the gentleman, and
mtke & com parison for themael ves,

He nextanderiakes to tell how our
rellgious syatem s supported; He says,
*Oue peouliarity about thls peopla fe,
they are compeiled to glve one-lenth of
tbeirincome tor the eupport of their
religious syatem.?’

This he koows to he [slte, e ng
member of our Courch 18  ever
compelled to obey anYy of
the pringiples of our faith, .end the
fsot 18 only & small proportion
of the members of the Church are
aotual (ithepayers, and those who pay
uthing do so voluntarily ss a eaored
duty ard because they f{eel] interested
in the great work of hullding templee,
spreading the Gospsel, releiving the
poor, elc.

He further snye, ““When anything
special, suoch ns ploolos, anlversary
oelehratione, bulldiog enterprises, eto.,
Is projected they must muke special
contritutions.”” When speolal enter.
prices are projeoted they receive the
sanotlon of the people mnd are **pro-
jeoled?’hecausethe,people deeire tobave
themw, and expect (o pay for such en.
lerprieer, aud they do 8o wiilingly.
There are others beaide: Mormons who
belleve in epealsl contributlons, For
instance, abont the year whben Rev,
Erastus Bmith came to Toowsle and
eptahjiebed the Methodist mieslon here,

e



