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balaam from stirring up the moab
ites to a war inevitably resulting in
their extinction he did not prevent
him from givingivin that wicked
counsel which if godgod had not again
interfered would buve led to hebe
utter ruin of israel balaam see-
ing the anger of bajakbadak and deprived
of his wages gave the two allied
nations the counsel that they should
send and women
into the amp of israel in order to
induce the peoplele tocommit adultery
and to from jehovah if
this coufacou d be doudonee he added jeho-
vah would soonboon leave them in the
handshand of the enemies it is safe to
say that if god had inspired the
blessings pronounced upon israel
bataubatata inspired this counsel for a
more satanic plot could never have
been laid even in the lowest depths
of bell the counsel was followed
and soon the camp of israel became
the resort of foreign women a den
stinking with apostasyapostacy and sinit had to be cleans d god under
took to do this before it became too
late but this cleansing cost israel
the live of 23 souls and a war
with the Mid ites which almost
extirpated this nation a war in
which balaam too the originator
of all this evil fell see numbers
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VICTORY AND DEFEAT
when israel took possession of and

divided canaan a great political
error and what is more a sin was
committed inasmuch as people
were permitted to live there whomgod had doomed to destruction As
each tribe received t deir portion of
the land they became so engrossed
in the cultivation thereof and the
accumulation of wealth that they
became unwilling to help the rest
in carrying out the will of god
and all found it more convenient
to make slaves of the subjugated
nations than to expel them

the results soon became visible
another generation arose living in
the neighborhood of idolatersidolaters having
idolatersidolaters in their own cities and
houses the israelites copied
choir examples intermarriedintermarried with
them and in the course of time
turned away from jehovah and
worshippedworshipped baal and Astharoth
judges Canaan ites
so long left undisturbed gather-
ed strength and combined
together against israel wars and
sufferings followed and in the
same degree israel yielded to licen-
tiousness ease and idolatry they
lost the faith and the energy of their
fathers then they became an easy
prey to their enemies

the Moabites at one time also
succeeded in conquering the child-
ren of israel and kept them in
servitude for a period of eighteen
years judges III 12 32
the incident is thus related israelturned away from jehovah there-

fore god strengthened egtoneglon the
Mos bitle king audand he formed an
alliance with thethe Immoammonites andthe Ama lekites and invaded pales-
tinet taking possession of jericho
the city of palms from which

place he ruled israel 18 years but
iseas the people again repented of their

sinsins the lord delivered them from

the yoke among the
children of benjamin wuwas a resolute
man called ehud he was once
sent with the customary tribute to
king eglon As soon as he had de-
livered his tribute he sent away the
messengers who had accompanied
him and stayed behind pretending
to have a secret message to the king
he suspected no treachery but
admitted ehudebud to a private audience
in a secluded place As sooneoon as the
doors were shut ehud unsheathed
his sword and thrust it withith such
force into the body of the king that
both sword and hilt disappeared be-
neath the surface of the ski a the
king died instantly and ehud
hastened homebome and mustered his
people together they came and
drove away the 8 who were
compelled to leave men on
the battle field for eighty years
this part of the coultry was free
from hostile invasions
DAVID RELATEDBELATED TO THE

one of the prettiest little narra-
tives of the wholew hole sacred collection
is that contained in the book of
ruth and it shows how the great-
est king of israel david and ourgur
blessed savior himself abrothroughugh
david was partly of des-
cent

during the reign of the judgesjudats a
famine came upon the southern parts
of canaan A certain man of
bethlehem Eli melek then left his
native soil and emigrated together
with his wife naomi and their two
sons mablon and edjon to the
land of moab EliEliniemeleklek soon died
and the sons married two
esses arpa and ruth after ten
years both the sons were dead with
butout children

naomi was now old and wanted
to go back to her native country
arpa and ruth accompanied their
mother inlawin law on the road naomi
tried to persuade them to remain
with their own people as she her-
self was poor and could offer them
no inducements arpa took a
most affectionate leave and
returned home but ruth was
determinedlet to accompany herber
dear mother she silenced all ar-
guments by the noble declaration

where thou boest there will I1
also go90 where thou remainest I1 will
remainrema thy people is my people
thy god is my god where thou
diest I1 will die and there I1 will be
buried before the lord nothing
but death can separate me from
thee after this strong expres-
sion of disinterested love naomi
agreed to take ruth along
and the two proceeded on
their journey to bethlehem
in this city ruth became ac-
quaintedquain ted with boaz who took her
to wife in this marriage she became
the mother of obed who was the
grandfather of king david

A SACRIFICE
later on duringdu ring the reign of king

ahab we midfind the Moa bites tribut-
ary to israel but when ahab died
the king mesa ceased to
pay his tribute joram who became
king of samaria after abad then
called upon the king of
Juda bandhand together with the king of
edom they invaded the land of

the south seven days
they marched in the wilderness
with their army and found no water
the king of israel feared that they
would all perish on the proposition
of messengers were
sent to the prophet elijah to ask himb im
what god would do the prophet
then called for a musician and
while this man was playing on his
harp the spirit of god came over
the prophet and he predicted the
speedy relief and the victory over
the Moa bites

the next day one of the many
rivers which empty themselves into
the dead sea commenced to flow
although there had been no rain
nor storm the army waswaa supplied
with water As the sun went up
and shone upon the water the moab
ites thought it was blood and con-
cluded that the allied forces hadbad
killed each other the
king therefore gathered his troops
and hastened to the hostile camp in
order to take the spoil but he
found a well prepared army A
fearful battle ensued king mesa
was defeated his troops were scat-
tered in all directions and the
allied kings broke down the catlcities
threw rock in the cultivated fields
hewed down the trees filled the
wells and left the country a com-
plete ruin kingkin mesa then
gathered seven hundred men of his
routed army and tried to march
against the king of edom buebebut be
could accomplish nothing in this
distress the cruel king and un-
natural father took his own first
born son the crown prince and slew
him on the wall of the city in order
to obtain favor from god and vic-
tory over his enemies the religious
and moral status of the Moa bites at
this time may be fairly judged of
from this horrible burnt offeringfieringof

MOAB ONCE MORE
once more in the history of israel

we find the Moabites causing the
people of god to commit sin this
is after the return of the captives
from babylon when ezra had
successfully led hisbis company
throughirh the wilderness and estab-
lished them in their native land he
found out that many of the priepriestsato
and the formed intimate
acquaintances with the gentiles in
the country and with the MoabMoa iteabites
among the rest thuy hadbad as the ex

is ezra IX 2 taken their
daughters for themselves and for
their sons and mingled their holy
seed with the nations of the coun-
tries 11 and the chiefs of the peo-
ple had been the first in the iniqui-
ty As the good old man ezra
heardbeard this he tore his clothes and
humbled himself before god ac-
knowledging the great guilt with-
out even asking for mereymercy ezras
prayer on this occasion is well
worth reading and contemplating
it shows how deeply he felt the sin
of mingling together what should
be kept separate

the people however on per-
ceiving ezras grief repented all
foreign elements were put
a solemn covenant was made with
god happy day when the people
of god understand to keep them-
selves free from the influence of a
corrupt world


