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Balanm from stirring up the Moab-
ites to & war, inevital:ly resulting in
their extinction, He did not prevent
him from giving that wicked
counsel whieh, if God had notagain
luterfered, would huve led to he
utter ruin of Isrnel. Balaam, see-
ing the angerof Balak, and deprived
of his wages, gave the two allied
nations the counse! that they should
send Moabite and Midianite women
into the camp of Israel in order to
wnduce the people to commit adultery
and to apostatize from Jeliovah. If
this could be doue, he added, Jeho-
vih would soon leave them in the
hands of the enemies. [t is safe to
say that if God had inspired the
blessings pronounced upon I[srael,
Batau inspired this counsel; for a
more Batanic plot could never have
been laid, even in the lowest depths
of hell. The counsel was followed,
and soon the cumyp of Israel became
the resort of foreign women, o den
atinking with apostacy and sin.

It huad to be cleans -d. God under
took to do this before it became too
Iate. But this cleansing tost Israel
the lives of 23,000 souls, and a war
with the Midianites which almost
extirpated this nation, n war in
which Balanm, too, the orlginator
of all this evil, fell. {8es Numbers
xxv; Revelations 1i, 14.)

MOAB’S VICTURY AND DEFEAT.

When Israel took possession of and
divided Canaan, n great political
error and, what is more, n sin, was
committed, inasmuch as people
were permltited to live there whom
God had doomed to destruction. As
each tribe received tieir portion'of
the land they became so vngrossed
in the caltivation thereof and the
nccumulation of wealth that they
became unwllling to: help the reat
fo carryiug out the will of God.
And all found it more convenient
to make sinves of the subjugated
nations than to expel them.

The results soon beecame visible,
Auother generatiou arvse. Living in
the nelyhborhuod of idolaters, having
idolaters 1n their own cities and
houses, the Israelites copied
their examples, iutertharried with
them, and in the course of tiime
turnped away from Jehovah nand
worshipped Banl and Astharoth.
(Judges [[;18.}Now,the Canaanites,

80 long left undisturbed, gather-
ed strength  and combined
together against [srael.  Wars and

sufferings followed, And in the
same degree [srae] yicliled to licen-
tiousniess, case apd idolatry; they
lost the fuith and the energy of their
fathers, Then they bevame nn ¢nRy
prey to their enemies.

The Moabites at one time also
succeeded in conyuering the child-
ren of Isrne! and kept them in
servitude for a period of elghtesn
years. {Judges IT1;12—32.}

The incident is t.ruls relatud. Isrnel
turned away from Je-hovah. ‘There-
fore God strengthened Eglou, the
Moabitic king, and he formed nn
allianee with the®™ Ammonites and
the Amalekites and invaded Pales.
tiae, laking possession of Jericho,
“the City of i*alms,” from which
place he ruled [srael 18 years. But
us the people ngain repented of their
sins, the Lorl delivered them from

the Moabitic yoke. Among the
ciiiidren of Renjamin wes n resolute
man called Ehud. He was once
sent with the curtomary tribute to
king Eglon. Assoon as he had de-
livered his tribute hoe sent away the
messengers who had accompauied
him and stayed behind, pretending
to have asucret message to the king.
He suspected no treachery, but
admitted Ehud to a private audience
in A secluded place. Asceoon as the
doors were shut. Khud wusheathed
hissword, and thrust it with such
force into the body of the king that
both sword and hilt disappenred be-
neath the surfuce of the skin. The
king died instantly, and Ehud
hastened home and mustered his
people together, They came and
drove away the Moabites, who were
compelled to leave 16,000 muvn on
the battle field. For eighty years
this part of the couhtry was free
from hostile 1n vasions.

DAVID RELATED TO TIHIE MOABITESR.

One of the protuiest little narcen-
tives of the whole sacred collection
in that vontained in the Book of
Ruthi, and it shows how the great-
est king of Israv]l, David (and cur
biessed Bavior hlmself through
David), wus partly of Moabitic des-
cent.

Duriug the reign of the Judges a
famine came upon the southern parts
of Capnann. A certaln man of
Bethlehem, lKlimelek, then jeft his
native soil and emigrated, toguether
with hia wife Naomi and their two
“ons, Mahlon and Kiljon, to the
land of Meab. Elimelel: soon died
and the sons married two Mounbit-
esses, Arpa and Path. After ten
vears both the sons were dead with-
out children,

Naomi was now old nud wanted
to go back to her native country.

Arpa and Ruth accompanied their |

mother-in-law. Qo the road Naomi
triedl to persuade thems to remain
with their own people, as she her-
self was poor and*could offer them

no induvements. Arpa took n
most  aflectionate leave  and
returned home. But Ruth wns

Jetermined to nccompany her
dear mother. She silenced all ar-
guments by the noble declaration:
“Where thou goest, there will
also go; where thou remainest I will
remain. Thy people is my people;
thy God is my God. Where thou
diest, | will die, nnd there I will be
buried. Before the Lord wothiug
but deith cau eseparate me from
thee,”?  After this strong vxpres-
sion of dixinterested love, Naomi
agreed  to  take Ruth along,
and the two proceeded on
Ltheir  Journey to. Bethlehem.
In this city Ruth beeame ae-
quainted with Boaz, who took her
to wife. Inthis marriageshe became
the mother of Obed, who was the
grandfather of King David.
A NMOABI10 SACRIFIOE.

Later on, during the reign of King
Ahab, we f
aryto [srael.
the Moabitic iing, Mesa, censed to
pay bis tribute. Joram, who beenme
king of Bamaria after Ahad, then
called npon Jehosaphat, the king of
Judah,and toguther with the king of
Edom they invaded the lnond of

u the Monbites tribut- |
But when Ahabdied, |
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Monb frcm the south. SBeven days
they marehed in the wilderness
with their army and found no water.
The king of Israel feared that they
wonld all perish. Onthe proposition
of Jehosaphat, messcngers were
sent to the prophet Etlijah to ask him
what God would do.” The prophet
then caled for o musician, and
wlifle this man was playing on his
harp the SBpirit of Gul came over
the prophet, and he predicted the
speedy relief and the vietory over
the Moabites.

The next day, one of the many
rivers which empty themselves into
the Duead 8ea commencul to flow,
althougly there had been no rain
nor storm. The army was supplied
with water. As the sun went up
and shone upan the water the Moab-
ites thought it was blood, and con-
cluded that the allied forces had
illed each other. The Moabitio
king, therefore, galhered his troo
and hastened to the hostile camp in
order to take the spoil. But he
found a well-prepared army. A
fearful battle ensued, King Mesa
wag defeated; his troops were seat-
tered in all directions; and the
allied kings broke down the citivs,
threw rock in the cultivatud fiulds,
hewed dowu the treems, filled the
wells, and left the country n com-
plete ruin, King DMesn then
gathered seven hundred men of his
routed nrm,}' aud tried to march
agninst the King of Edom. But he
could acvcomplish zothing. [n this
distress the cruel king and un-
witural father took his own frst-
born son, the crown prince aud slew
him on the wall of the ¢ity in order
to obtain favor from God aud vie-
tory over his enemies. The religious
and moral status of the Moalales it
this time may be fairly judged of
fromn this horrible burnt otfering.

MOAB ONCE MOURE,

Onee more in the history of Israel,
we liud the Moabitea eausing the
people of God to eommit sin. This
s afier the return of the captives
from Babylon. When Ezra had
successtully  led  his  company
through the wilderness aml estah-
llshed them in thefr native Innd, he
found out that many of the priests
and the Levites had formed intimate
acquaintanees with the Gentiles in
the country, snd with the Monbites
among the rest. They had, nsthe ex
pression is{ Ezra. 1 X, 2), ““tuken their
daughters for themselves and for
their soas and mingled their holy
sead with the nations of the coun-
trics ?  And the chiefs of the peo-
ple had been the first in the inigui-
ty. As the good old mau kzra
heard this he tore his clothes and
humbled himselt before God, ae-
koowledging the great gullt wiih-
out even asking for mercy. Ezra’s
prayer on  this occasion Is well
worth reading and contemplating.
[t shows how deeply he felt the sin
of mingling together what should
be kept separnte.

The people, however, on per-
eeiving%ﬂzm’s grief, repented. Al
foreign elements were put away,and
a solenin covenant was made with
God. Happy day when the people
of God understand to keep them-
selves free from the inflyence of n
corrupt world!



