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of Joseph Smith the Prophet, the de-
wise of President Brigham Yonng, the
yirtaal martyrdom of Presiden: John
Tavlor, have had none of the effects
foreshadowed by the enemies of the
. Charch. They do not comprehend
even "the framework and form of
WMormonism,’” much Jless fta life,
gpirit and vital forces. They are just
gs densely ignorant of It3 doctrinea
apnd ordinances, and yet they are con-
{innaliy chattering about the wnole
subject and exposing their own lack of
information.

One of the commonest remarks about
President Taylor is that he wus *'a fu-
gitive from justice,'” This i3 intended
asa reply to the declaration of Presi-
dents George Q. Cannon and Joseph
Smith that, bhe was "*%illed by the cru-
ety of ofiicials, who have in this Terrie
{ory, niigrepresented the Government of
the United States.” The fucts im the
case are entirely ignored by those edi-
tors who spesk of our late President as
scriminal. They arethesc; He mar-
ried his wives previous to the passage
ol any iaw of the Unlted States agalnst
bigamy or polygamy. When the
Edmunds Act was passed he saw
tbat he would probably become, by
reason of his eccleslastical posltion,
atarget for the tire of his enemies
bere, and 8o he ceased to llve with any
of bis wives. He. did not repndiate
them. He pever 'pretended,” as al.
leged by some, to “'discard!’ them .
Toe law did not reqnire him to do so.

* It prohibits cobabiting with more than
one woman. By agreement with his
family he lived with neivher of them.
Thus he did net break either the Ed-
mupds Act or the law of 1862, And as
there was no territorial law op the
suzbject he cannot be truthiaily charged
]wir. violating the law in any particu-
ar.

Itway be asked, why then did he
leave his home and retire from the

Fublic gaze, why were oflicers engaged

n huonting for his person, and
why were rewards offered for
tis apprehension? The answer ia, be-
cause he was the recognized earthly
head of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Salnts and his life was
sought by [ts cnemies. The facts we
bave here stated were known to his

¢ persecutors. Yel they pursued him
with flendish persistence, employed
gples and spotters to discover hia

» whereabouts, ransacked his house on
several occasions, turning his famly
ont of their bedls at early morno and
scarching every nook sud cormer of
the premiscs, put A& price npon his
head and scoured the country to get
him loto their clutches,

He kept ount of their way be-
catse he knew from the manoer jin
which thﬁy misapplied the law and in-
carcerate other men inoocent of
crime, that once {n their hands the
would heap indignities upon him whic
g 4ls advanced years would nodounbt-
edls prove {atal.

T 1¢ shameful mapner in which the
Jaws have been perverted im Utah by
perizns entrusted with their adminis-
irabliyn 18 not Known te the country,
Lec \ase the presa have either not been
infg ‘med as 1o the facts or have been
Lu silligg torelate and denonnce them.
Meu who had only lived with one
wife for many years were thruost
into prison for three timee the
ipetiod prescribed. by law for trins-
gressors. « By packed juries, viadictive
prosecutors and biased judges, the ac-
«cosed have been coasidered gullty on
arraignment, and bave had to prove
their innocence, the oflicers of the law
‘thus reversing the e€stablished rule of
Jaw. Men have been imprisoned for
simply treating plural wives with
“whom they did not live, but who were
‘dependent cpon them for a Hving, with
<ommon courtesy and bumanity, and

or even less consideration than they

ould commonly show te an acquaiat-
ance. A maun could not vislt hissjck

. -and dying child in presence ot its

mother without being adjudged guilty
of breaking the Edmucds law
and suffering  its  extreme dou-
ble peanaities. Alleged admissions
«0f defendanta to sples tpat ther never
mide have served as ?roefs to convict.
By the *'segregation’’ process, pro-
mouonced unlaiwfol by the Snpreme
Court of the United States, innocent
meq have had multiplied sentences pro-
mounced upon them,and have swel-
1ered in a fiithy prisop, swarming with
vermia and so poorly ventilated that
at night they had te gasp for breath,
and & noo-"Mormon’ grand jury re-
ported that there was not room eneugh
on the floor for the men to stand upon
who had to sleep inthe bunks of that
modern “*hole of Calcntta.”

Arrest of 3 prominent **Mor-
mon' meant conviction. The rul-
ing of ere day was reversed the
pext to suit tbe necessities of the

rosecution, When no evidence could

e adduced the é)rosecuting officers so

defamed, libeled and abused the de-
fendant and worked upoa the rellgious
prejudices of the aati-**Moermon®’ jory,
picked becanse they were ‘‘in sym-
pathy with the prosecution,” that a
verdict of gulliy was certain. These
are facta that can be proven irom the
recordg. They stand to the everlasting
shame of the viudictive officials whe
perpetrated these sffenses agalnst law
and justice, for the persecation of au
uspopular people the victims of sec-
tarfan hate,

Under these circumstances President
John Taylor kept in secluslong and at-
teoded to the duties of his oftllce undijs-
covered by the creatuares who hunted
bim for blood money. He wasno ‘“fugi-
tive from justice.” He was & vener-
able, siiver-haired veteran who had
lived for humanity, traveled thousands
upen thonsanda of miica to preach the

~Goape] of Jesns Christ, defended the

-Ciyll and relictous ilberties of all peg-

ple without regard to creed or party
interposed between Joseph ap

Hyrum the rhartyrs and thelr
cowardly assassins and received
in his body bullets asimed at
their hearts, lived A& temperate,
bonorable, biameless life, and died in
exlls because malignant perverters of
the law sought to visit uponhim their
hatted of the Church over which he
presided. He broke no law,he fled from
no justice. His days were shortened by
the treatment he received, and QOpe
who judges righteounsly will place the
eternal blame where it belongs.

The attempt of some newspapers to
make the remarks of his Counselors
apply to the Government of the United
States, i3 Io line with the usual treat-
ment of anything ‘‘Mormon.'” They
attached mo blame to the Govern-
ment. They. clalmed that the of-
ficials to whose treatment the
attributed the accelerated death
of President Taylor, had *Yin this Ter-
rifor misrcp‘resente& the Government of
the United MStates. ‘They said *‘his
blood stains the glothes of the men
who with insensate haste have offered
rewards tor hls arrest and have
hounded him to the grave.!' They
uttered no cempiaint agalnst the law.
They found no fault with Congress.
They said nothing agalnst the Admin-
istration. It was the ‘‘officiels in (s
Territory,” who were engaged in man-
huntiog for mopey that were de-
nounced io fitting languaga.

» Why not do justice to this subject
and this departed veteran? Why this
uncalled for misrepresentation? Are
the writers who thus distort languagze
and assail good men afrald of the
truth? The livea of our leaders sare
defamed, their utterances are pervert-
ed, their doctrines are misstated and
their memory I8 blackened when they
are dead. It is shameful and pitiful,
wnd argues poorly for the cause that
needs to be bolstered with ialsehood
a8 well as for the iutelllgence and in-
tegrity of those who resort tQ suchde-
famation.

The departed servaut of God, the
tokens of whoae decease still droop
from the doors and depend from the
places that once were dignifled by his
presence, needs 0o eulogy of the living
to glorify his tomb. He was a pattern
of integrity, intreplditg. firmness and
calm reliance upon God and the Truth,
His record 18 clean and hlg course
without # spot, and his constant

expression concerning his malig-
pant foes waa: “They are great-
ly to be pitied. Father forgive

them, they know not what they dol™
As a ittingy memorial to our beloved
President, brother and friend, who is
now forever beyond the reacix of his
assailacts, we here append his own
account of the martyrdom of Joseph
and Hyrmmn the Prophet and Patriarch,
with whose blood his mipgied at Car-
thage, Illinois:
] waa sittingat oze of the {front
windows of the Jail, when I sawa
number of men, with painted faces,
coming around the corner of the jail,
and siming towards tke atairs. The
other brethren had seen the same, for,
as | went to the door, 1 found Brother
Hyrum Smith and br. Richards al-
ready leaning against it. They both
pressed against the door with their
shoulders to prevent its being opened,
ag the lock and latch were compara-
tively useless. While io this positien
the mob, who had come up stairs, and
tried to open the door, probably
thought it was locked, and fired a_ball
throngh the keyhole; at this Dr. Rich-
ards and Brother Hyram lexped back
from the door, with their faces toward
it; almost ipstantly anotber ball
passed through the panel ol the door,
and struck Brother Hyrum on the left
side of the nose, entering his face and
head. At the same Instant,-another
ball from the outside entered his
back, passing through his body and
strlk[nnhis watch. The balld came
from the back, through the jail win-
dow, opposite the door, and must,
from its range, have been flred trom
the Carthage Grays, who were placed
there osten#ibly for oar protuciion,
as the balls from the fire-arms, shot
clese by the jall womnld have eutered
the ceiling, we being in the second
story, and there never waa & time after
that when Hyrum could have received
the latter wound. » Immedistely when
the balls struck him, he fell st on his
back, crylog as he fell. ‘] am a dead
man.? [le never moved afterwards.
'] shall never forget the deep feel-
ing of sympathy and regard manifest-
ed {n ‘the countenance of Brother
Joseph as he drew nigh to Hyrym,and,
leaning over him, exclaimed, ‘Oh! my
oor, deat brother Hyrum?!® He,
owever, instantly aroae, and with a
tirm, quick siep, snd a determined ex-
pression of countenance, approached
the deor, and puolling & six-shooter
left by Brother Wheelock, from his
pocket, opened the door slightly, and
spapped the pistel #ix successive
times; only three of the barrels, how-
ever, were discharged, I alterwards
nederstood taat two or three were
wounded by these diacharves, two of
whom, I am {nformed, dled. i had in
my hands & ]arge, strong hiekory stick,
hrought there by Brother Markham,
and left by him, which I had seized as
soon as I saw ti:e mob approach; ang
while Brother Joseph was firing the
pistol, I stood slose behind him. As
soon as he had discharged it he step-
ped back, and ! immediately took his
place next to the door, while he occa-
pied the one I had done while he was
shooting. Brother Richards, at this
time, had a kXootty walkiog stick in his
hands belonglng te me, and stood next
to Brother Josepb,a little farther from
the door. 1n an obligue direction, ap-
arefitly to avold the ruke of the fire
rom the door, The frlng of Brother

Joseph made our assailants pause fora
moment; very soon after, however,
they pushed the door some distunce
open, and proyyuded and discharzed
their guns into the room, when I par-
ried them off with my stick. giving an-
other direction to the balla.

*It certainly was a terrible scena:
streams of fire a3 thick as my arm
passed by me as these men fired, and
unatrmed a3 we were, 1t looked like
certain death. I femember feeling as
thoughwy time had come, but I do not
know when, in any critical position, I
was more calm, unruffled, energetic,
and acted with more promptness angd

pleasant to be 50 near the muzzles of
these -firearms as they beiched
forth their liguid flames and deadly
balls. While | was engaged in parry-
'in?-] the gups, Brother Joseph said,
'‘That's right Brother Taylor, parry
them off as well as
were the last words
speak on earth,

*Every moment the erowd at the door
became more dense, as they were un-

uestiopably pressed on by those in
the rear ascending the stairs, until the
whole entrancg &t the deor was liter-
ally crowded with muskets and rifles,
which with the swearing, shouting and
demoniacal expressions of those gut-
side the door sud on the stairs, and
the fizing of the guns, mipngied with
their horrid oaths and execrations,
made It Jeok like papdemonium let
loose, and wag, indeed, a fit reptesent-
ation of the horrid deed in which they
were engaged.

“After parrving the puns for some
tlme.whicﬁ now protruded thicker and
{arther into the room, and seeing no
hope of eScape or protection there, as
We ware now unarmed, it occurred to
me that we might have some .friends
outside, and 1hat there might be some
cnance to escape in that direction, but
here there seemed to be none. AS
1 expected them every moment to
rush joto the room — nothiog
but extreme cowsardice haviog
thus far kept them out—as the tnmalt
and pressure’ increased, without auy
other hope, | made a spring for the
windew, which was right in f{ront of
the jail deor, where the mob was
standing, and also exposed to the flre
of the Carthage Grays, who were sta-
tioned . some teu or twelve rods off.
The weather was hot, we all of ns had
our coats off, and the window was
raised to admit air. As I reached the
window and was on the point of leag-
ing out, I was struck by a ball from the
door about midway of my t.high,which
struck the bone, and fattened out al-
most to the size of a quarter of a dol-
lar, and then p&ssed on through the
fleshy part-to withie about haif an
inch of the outside. I think some
prominent nerve wnust have beeu sev-
ered or injured, for, as soon as the
ball strock me, 1 fell like & bird when
shot, or an oX when struck by a
butcher, and lost entirely and instan-
taneousiy #ll power of aclion or loco-
motion. 1 fell upon the window siil,
and cried out, **] am shot!’ No* pos-
sessing apy power to move, I felt my-
self falling outside of the window, but
immediately I fell ipside, trom some
at that time, nnknown cause. When T
struck the floor my animation
seemed restored, as I bave seen
it sometimes in squirrels and
birda after bejng shot. As soon as |
feit the power of motion I crawled
under the bed, which was in 8 cerner
ef the room, not far from the window
where I received my wound. While
on my way and under the bed I was
wounded jn three other places; one
ball entered a little below the left
knee, and never was extracted; an-
other entered the torepart ' of my left
arm, a little above the wrist, and, pas-
sing dowun by the jotut, lodged in the
fleshy part of my hand, abont midway,
a llttle above the upper Joint of my
little finger; another struck meon the
fleshy part of my left hip, aud tore
away the flesh a8 large as my haund,
dashing the mangled fragmenta of
flesh and blood against the wall,

*My wounds were painful, and the
gensation produced was as though a
ball had pagssed through and down the
whole length of my feg. I very well
remember my reflectiona at the time. 1
had a very painful idga of becoming
lame and decrepid aud being an object
of pity, and Ifelt as though I would
rather die than be placed in such eir-
cumstances.

"It would seem that immediately after
oy attempt to leap out of the window,
Jogeph also did the same thing, of
which circamstance I have no kpnowl-
edge only from information. The frst
thimz that I noticed was a cry that he
had leaped out of the window. A cessa-~
tion of firing fellowed, the mob rushed
dowan stairs and Dr. Richards went to
the window. Immediately afterwards
Isaw the Doctor peing towards the
fail doer, and as there was an iron
doer at the head of the stairs adjoin-
ing our door which led into the cells
for crimipals, it struck me that the
doctor was golag 1u there, and I said
toe him, *‘Stop, doctor, and take me
along.'’ He proceeded 10 the door and
opened 1t, and then retonrned and
dragged me aloog to a small cell pre-
pared for criminala. i

**Brother Richards was very much
troubled, and exclaimed, **Oh! Brother
Tavlor, is it possible that they have
killed both Brother ¥yrum and Jos-
eph? it cannot surely oe, and yet 1 saw
them shoot them;*’ and, elevating his
hands two or -three times, he
exclaimed, "Ohl, Lord, my God,
spare ‘Thy servants!® He then
safd, '‘Brotber
terrible event;’’ and he dragged me
further into the ceil, saying, *'I am
sorry X cannot do better for you ;" and

ou can.’ These
ever heard him

decision, It certainly was far from |

Taylor this i3 al

lmking an old ‘filthy mattress, he cov-
ered me with it, aad said, *-that may
hide you, and yon may yet live to tell
the tale, but' I expect they will kiil me
in a few moments.” Whilelying in
this position I sufiercd the most ex-
cruciating pain,
“Soon afterwards Di. Rlchards
cawe to me, informed me that the mob
had precipitately fled, and at the same
time confitmed my worst fears that
Joseph was assuredly dead.”

— . d———

CONFERENCE, IN NEW
ZEALAND,. '

Editor Deseret News:

A conference of the Mahia Djistrict
was beld st Kahutara on April 30th
and May 1st. Although it had been
rainiong hard for nearly @ week before,
we were blessed with flne weather
duriog the conference, which waa ap-
preciated by all the Saints, as there
bad been & tent erected for the occa-
slon which was rendered uncomforta-
ble and ¢old by the rain.

ered from all parts of the district; algo
the local Elders, M. 8. Marriott and B.
W. Young, and ulso President Wm.
Paxman with bis traveling companion
Klder Ellas Johuson.

After the opening exercises Presi-
dent M.- 8 Marriott  made
& few introdnctory remarks, expldin-
ing the Ob{ect of meeting together, and
advised ail to take care of themselves
that no sickness and colds might come
apon us through exposure to the
weather,

Next the several branches were re-
ported by their Presidents as bejng 1na

FAVORADLE CONDITION.

Fresldent Paxman then addressed
the congregation, Elder Elias Johnson
actiog as interpreter: 1 fee! plensed
to mect again with the Saints of this
flnce in the capacity of = conference.

fwe have gathered together with pure
intent the Lord wiil pour out His
Spirit upon us, and we will receive the
light of that Spirit within our hearts
to guide us. He bas done so form-
erly and He will do 50 agaln. wida

We should gnard apgainst any apirit
that comes not from God. Whenever
thete is = splrit of tault-floding we
may at once put that down as the
spirit of the evil one. Let every oue
pick the beem out of bis own eye be-
1ore he tries to rectify his brother. As
Saints we should live upitedly, and by
50 doing we can sccomplish whatever
we desire. [t 18 the duty of the
strouger o heip the wesaker and te
save all that can be saved.

A¥TERNOON SERVICES

were begun as usual. The statistical
report was read by Presjdent M. 8.
Marfott. A few of the native brethren
then spoke, bearjng their testimonies.
Elder B Young spoke a few
words to the Saints, exhorting them
to faithtulness. He indorsed what
had been said, and bore his testimeny
to the truth o1 the Gospel.

Conference was then adjourned till
Sunday morning.

A Priesthood meeting of . the dis-
trict was held in the evening in which
the membery were instrocted concerp-
ing their duties and labors.

Sunday May 1st: Conference was
again commenced st 10 o'clock. Afger
the openieg exercises the sacrament
was administered.

Elder E. Johnson was the first
speaker, He spoke of obedience to
thoge wilo are in authorlty, and sald
1t was  Dbecessary to do  Aas
we were advised byt the ser-
vants of God. ki any try to obtain
salvation by any other plan than had
been lald dowa for us in the Scrl?tu res
he s a “‘thief and a robber.” Re-
{erred to the talse prophets traveling
around iu onr midst, and adylaed the
Sainty to bave nothlng o do with
them, for they come but to deceive
us.
President Paxman sgain addressed
the Seints on the love of the Gospel.
It {s by this love that we obey the re-
quirements of the Gospel and leave
our homes to carry the message of
peace to the world. Withoutihis we
would be afraid to fu3 the dungers
before us. Ypeke of the promlses to
the obedient, and the temptations ‘of
the devil from the early period
of the world to the present time,
zD0d gave shch rood and wholesome
instruction. Morning meeting was
then dismissed and s meeting ealled
in which there were 22 ordinations to
the priesthood.

PRESIDENT M. 8. MARRIOTT

was the first speaker in the afternoon.
Sajd he: I indorse all that has been
said by the former speakers, and
especially abont fulse prophets. Satau
is {rying his best to deceive the people
of God and if possible will deceive the
very elect. My reason for thus speak-
ing 18 because we bave already some
in our midst who bave left the power
of the priesthocd to follow one of
these prophets in Lbe persuit of health,
but they {eund it not.

The authorities were next presented
and unanimously sustained.

Severel natives then bore their testi-
mony dfter which cosference was ad-
journed.

Yout brother in the cause of ‘truth.

M. B. MARRIOTT.

DIED.

SPRINGALL.—Augnst Tth, at Salt Loke
QCity, of braia fever and intinmmation of the
bowels, ivy Frances ,Springull; nged 4 year,
10 months and 18 days. She was the daugh-

ter of James und Gbarlotte Springall.

=

Quite a number of the Saints gath- [Z5

DARIELS.—August 10, . 1657, &f teeiling
and sumwer complaint, Mary Ann, daugh:
ter of Daniel L. and Sophia. Daniels, aged

13 months and 26 duys. )
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