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THE ADMISSION OF KANSAS

SENATE THIRTY FOURTH CONGRESS
THIRD SESSION

washington july 2 1856
the bill for the admission of kansas re-

ported by the committee on territories was
takenaken up

mr wade fticarhierzerniErzer worshipperworshipper of ohio said
he stood up to advocate no new doctrine but
thatheth greateat artl ipieuple of equaequal rit h a lo10 all mennienarandblblabia k and IVabieI1 e that w a3 thatheTO doedordoctrinetrine of
the faltersfai tiersliers of this republic TI then alluded
to ba passage of the compi nase measures of
is18 1 whichaich wrgrewrere called finfinobinmia ilylly measuresmoanurespres and
sadsam twetheta demcydemardeadem irtictic party h td0 put thetbtA present
administration litonto power upon a platform
T I inal them to10 resist aagitation TI

Ad nnototeknownow hhww they anten ldd tto0 resist wh
i r with blill apons or ototherwiseberwise howhowl veivel
hayhoy had no tiin htbf to resist the aiagitationtation of an

suhsubsn rfot pert iriirlieng to thisthia govgolgovernmenternIrnment HPhe
Bs it11 here to nosississtt all attempts to infringe the
Tr hht of free aithsp ech what mr might be the
conr hienhlenbencespiencescos haH opposed ff bbe bill under con-
a

con-
s i ration I1 i conclusion ikiiliha the po
1 il course Tf hibri colleague

mr pugh deludelv of ohio replied and said
mr wade iidildlidh d liseilseused language not becobecomingmim a
gpge demanurmah nornr a senator nornr a black republi-
can

nephi
but lai guagegaage becoming a blackguard

1 cationsaisa tion
the chair e oled mrair to order and

pr eo piling A lh hii remarks
mr pugh sids id mr wade had no right to

cI1parebare him with lovilovings eslavery1 avery and hatina
I1 L rt v ilehe ro iiif ii medflodmod aat some length sharply
re 0 ini az upon mr wade

mimr biggs dmdim of N C said it could
ant be cism isad thattint there waswaa an evident
fre ihlalllailiaI1 10lo wit nm mr wadeswados remarks of a

prim nation among the paipal ty to which thelarlalar r belong 1 if they cannot succeed at the
ballot box to p 1 down the fair fabric of lib-
erty i by the bloodblond and sacrifices
otof lurcurur foreba b isi a ilehe mrair bibiggsg99 advocated
theuie lii under coicai

mearc claytnclaibm K N of DA31 at five
sad he desirdesir I1 to speak but did not care about
a 0 dylv a dozen senators and under
rh se circuits ances hohe moved an adjourn-
ment

the motion was
taetap quest i n was taken on mrair adams

TO t inn to str kpke out the clauieclanie giving the right
of to all persons who shall have filed
their declara ionlon off intention to become citi-
zens of the I1 ii ted states in compliance withwilh
thh n iti tiriralializ ninonion laws

no q lorum vvotingll11 j ilgrig on motion of mr doug
lailavlaSLIv demdem of illtil the sergeant at armsarma was

to c impe the attendance of absent
nl 641

r a r ua off fifteen minutesminutea durinoduring
wh b absenibsen PSa o entered

AT bell tl1 jonalionallodIDD il of tonntoon asked ahr ther
hasix doroedorped f ad night session wasvas irrevocable
and ui i P

mr dougdong a asked wh her the decree to
ark ip a q i awn vaswis irrevocable

AT bell D 3 I1 hefhe sena 0 alaide to mp
mrmtr doug s does the 8 atorlator allude to

mi
ITr bell I1iudo

mrfr dougl iq WV heard atn d overheard that
it ads the dl a i to beakheakhi eak rp ia quorum nev-
ere- bhaghig goSC mu h hinri ta henbeen yg v n for debate as
in th kinsie q rilonalion W want to end the
d 31 i n tilth bill vjvi uptip on mondaymon I1 iv
n t ororpA sena ir N h is now arvingng to deprive
I1 hphe benalesenale of0 i q lor iiii aletct they conicom
pilipiellan that th IPi e is notat timetune rifi ihh allowed for
ebitzelite
M doilbell 1I 11 notpotlot stan I1 harprp to defend 0orr

explaini the fu I1 tetlet of sivSovS r torsrs I1 asked a
cwillc vilvii ivi ii ia one

the chairch lir iti n tbt h dabat vw iai a outwit ofor order
mr bellball I1 n in nothing anairlr lr to diagnediagns

I1 amalm liislils bill sha ld pass but withwilh
somebome moll gicfic n

mrair dubidumiD iglI1 i di qwinq irimwin rvn wv twinlwinbengheng in attend-
ance agnabinalinuintin i i11 a for a vvi cc on armr adams

41 li waswag adopted the vote apingbeing
as followsfotfol iovalova

YsY s me a adms 13bavardavard bell oftegtem biggs brodheadB bown clay clay
ton collamer ci it fessenden fitzpafitzaatrial foot fos rr geyergever hunter iverson
mallory mason reid thompson of ky
yulee 22

nays meafemersrs alienallen bigler butler bright
C ass dodge drdo lalas eval s jones ofor iowarowa
pugh seward li lellleli toombs weller wilson

lg16
mrair wilson i worth of mass

moved to strikeol01 11 ailnl aftafterertheohp enacting clause

in the bill and 11i i sertserf all acts passedpasses by the
lestLesilegislatureslature cfof kansas or any asiassemblyembly acairachingacting
cisas a cb be and the same are hereby abro-
gated and declared void and of no effect 11

mr crittenden K N ofor ky said it
seemed to him that some explanation was re
inanredIn redired was the remedy for the disturbances
in kansaskansis complete and entire

mr wilson replied that in bishis judgment the
bill was to makebake kansas a slave state the
report juat made to th house shows that there
were forty nine hundred missouriansMissourMisson iansrians forced on
uheilie people of that territory and that it was
the legislature which passed inhuman and un-
christianchrLschristian enactments that occasioned all the
trouble his prepositiontion wag designed as a
prelimpreliminary1inary to other legislation to protect the
people in their rights and punish all violations
af fhethe laws of the country

mr wellerwelter dem of cal the proposition
is to repeal all laws and settle the dispute by
liivaIlivaphysicalthyrhyical force

mrair toombstoomb national of gagathinarhitaThita a
goodwaygoodgoed waywax nobody objectsobject fpto abatthat

mrair swardsawardS ward n ger worshipperworshipper of new
york said hebe would with the greatest pleasure
vote for mr wilsonswilsonawllWilsonssona amendment the pre-
sent bill tanfan havehaie no other tendency and effect
than to confirm the success of the object of the
passage of the law abrogating the missouri
compromise and form a slave state out of

i kansas there iais no code there are no laws
and no legal society in kansas other than that
of the organic act of 1854 the government
of that territory iais a usurpation and tyranny
and there are no legal nor moral obligations to
heat it mitavifa thethofb 1 at drespelre c the house

I1 more trtrieie to ffreifret on thanthin the slidliia t sent a
commission thither whose establishes
these facts bbeyondond all question the day for
compromises liashabhas ended

mrair toombs I1 am glad of it
mr seward and so am 1I henceforth we

c 0 1 sstandtand on the constconstitutionaution
mr toon ibslbs interrupting onoa the higher

birhirw
mr seward continuing they who stand

there are firm and those who do not are on a
slippery and unsubstantial foothold

mrr TOOMBS I1 think so when you get on thetho
higher law

mr cit regretted exceedingly to hear
mrair say thathat the day of compromise had
gone by the form of the bilbill might not be alto-
gether to tilethe gentleman but it is off-
ered to him in a liberal spirit yet he has declar-
ed his intentintentionionlon to accept nodo amendment to render
ilit more satisantissatisfactoryfactory and conciliatory the propo-
sition of mrair wison would increase to a bound-
less

sound-
less extent the existing evils ilehe mr critten-
den wouldworld compromise to tnietrie last moment ofor
1 inieime provided they could preservepreserveserva the original
principles on which thetha government was erectedereCtOd

tilathe present crisis demanded of every senator
seriousFerious and solemn consideration liehe earnestly
appealed to gentlemen to come forward in a liberal
spirl and do justice to allali sections of the country
ilehe almost despaired when those from whom heh
had export d so much seemed disposed to do so30
iibiltltietin i

mrair CLAYTONCLAYTOCLAY TO said lie had served lonaionalongiongF in public
life but nverner from the first day that lie entered
this hall iidhad halie believed the country inlit as much
danger as now hisilia desire was to offeroffar gentle-
men oilon both sides cacompromisem romise alas this day
they had hoardboard a word tearleardear to the american state
esmin rettedrecitedrettreatedrei ted with levity they had been told
that ttieie timelime for compcompromiseromme was passed if so

tiietile period of duration of th a republic argoneis gonecone
thatile of the united states wasawas a com-
promisegoreorgornishniso every bill passed iais a compromise
lnmen could not liveliva in civil society or private life
without compromise if we havebave arrived at the de-
termination that we will never compromise again
wo may asss well throw oarour constitution to the winds
inlit ashira of compromise he had introduced a
bill to ababrogaterogate all laws in kansaskan sasgas manifestly un-
just including those regulating elections requiring
lin1111 oath to support the fugitive slave law and abrid-
ging the lililllylerlyertyerlyarty of speech and the press he ex-
plained hinliiili i proposition and predicted that if the bill
now ig should become a law lleilethelie application
of kasas forfur admission as a state into the union
next asssoi would produce anail excitement greatly
exco ding thoihn fury and violence of 1820 lieile

ered lihtlint kinniaskensas should undergo pupilage be-
fore her as a state

mr HALE said one olobjection he had to the billbin
wisws that helie waswis not willing to entrust its execl
tinibn to tilethe present executive iiii whom behe had not
thelilt elight st confidence if the senator from
Kkentuckystucky had such a high opinion of comprom-
ises tiltthat hey will come with healing on their
wiwingsggs to tilethe wwholeholehoie nation ifit such is hlahia belief as
to what compromisecommcorn promise bijlA aiji do why was it not the
firstfirt dictate of patriotism prudence and justice to
see what thetile efret will be ofor restoring the great
comcoincompromisepromse of 1820 liehe believed with mr crit
teadatend n that these were perilous timesthries

mrair believed that mrair seward andaej illsilia
coadjutors grievances of discord andaud no-
thing

a
I1 ut revolution to obtain power ilelleII11 would

ftfar r to theitelie country the evidence of these facts
IN linililn liehe liriermr toombs submitted the pure ballot
boxhok with 11 II11 that honorlionor could throw around it
with the entire military forcefonce ofor histhis great country
to protect it lieho was met by the tender from mr
wilson b licked by mrair seward of the cartridge
box ilit liehe believed theytiley represented the feelings
of the he would withdraw illshis bblibil11 and ac
celtcelt that ilurihus ur if lie elleredbelievedb tilethe free statedstalestate

readarency for that hebe would be content hollo
lladbiad no co to offer butlut principle butbritheblithehe
did not cielilelbel vvc that these men here represented
tilethe feeling of the north ilehe diddij not know what
claim they 1h id i peahpeakspeak for tilethe north ilehe had
no iidildhigherher lailae lieile man who had

tile1110llelie looked 0 hilit n asns a wrench who would heepdeep
i

illshia conscience itin perjury in order to get advan-
tagesta of place

1 mr biglenBIGLER dm ofof coca couldcond scarcely
irria gingln that mr Wi sons amendment viaswag to behe

prad on itiefile consideration of the senate and
w a seriserlseriously intended as a remedy lorfor ex sling
evievlevievl ilehe believed that one of the rearenreasonssolisfolls furfor
dfseringfering it was to place those who votevole against
itin silellie attitudealtitude of sanctioning all laws exist

I1 in kansas iletie regarded chepathe plugping dingdieg bill asris the
best measure foror restoring peace atodarm order in
kinsakansas

mrair WILSON would say to mr crittenden tintlint
if this bill should pass it will not meet the ejectobject
gentlemen profess to havellave in view lieile believedbeli aved
that thetile bill intended to crown lleilethelie 1labors of the
last six months and tnmikeke kansas a flaveslave stile
the senator from new york was rudely assailed
because lie declared hisills opposition to compromise
on tilethe question of slavery in which the north
had always been defrauded and cheatedcliecilealed free-
men

frea-
men from tiievie north anve beenbeell driven out of that
territoryferri tory havohave been ordered out by you

almrr cruttenden 4 nonott mmee
I1

mr wilson I1 willwili say thetho masters of kansas
and the masters of thithin i administration the border
ruffianslansians of M thetile men who conquered tha

territory and the men who govern at the other
end of the avenue if they do not govern here
heflo defended the free state movementsmove mentsmenta lnin regard
to kansas lieile said among other tilltili with-
draw governor sannonshannon and sendbend there an
honest sober and competent man to execute tilethe
laws what liehe told the senate on the of
january last had come to pass governor shan-
non has made civil war and been wandering up
and down the territory telling romenwomen if he could
lindrind their husbands lie would cut their damned

I1 hearts out ileho defeadefendedded hinthimselfselfseif and his coad
tutors from the charge of mrair toombs that they
were traitors enemies to liberty and hostile to
the institutionsunions of the common country lieile then
descanteddescanted on tilethe principles and fair prospects of
the republican party

mrair bigler wished to know what mrair wilson
meant by applying to him the term of jubilant
senator aughterL

mr wilson explained blat hebe referred to thetile
exultant tone in which nirmrair bigler spoke yesterday

1 of mr buchanan bing elected to the presidency
whileivhilo helie invited the senator from kentucky
thompson to get into thetha boat beforeitforell was

full
mrair Dbarriger was sallsill etedhed with theflie explanation

becausebecar ae thetile remark wasvas confined to a particular
case if mrair wilson thought lie was in that
ditmor under hisilia speechspeed there was a mistake

mrair wilson did not suppose that mrair bigler
would be jubilant after the november election
laughter
in answer to the of mrair toombs on

illslis honor president pierce lie said that he
pierce stood before the cincinnati convention

with the blood of the murdered people of kansaskances
dripping from his hands but after doing slav
erys work liehe was filingflung like a worthless thing
awryaway ilehe did not want any more of that mans
control in kansas as the pending bill proposed

mrair clayton maintained that the missouri com-
promise was onan unconstitutional provision origin
auyilly and quoted the autauthorityhoritybority of madison not
heretofore presented to the senate

mr trumbull worshipperworshipper of inill said
that many features of the bill met his approbation
itt contained as an assumption of powpowere r that
congress had the right to govern thetha territoriesterr ltoriesorles
and repudiated squatter sovereignty there was
no such thing as sovereignty and self government
in the territoryTerriterritorytor and lie was glad the committeeladkadonoil territories had at last comcomee to till 9 conclusion
inn condemning theibe affairs of kansas he said therethero
was no suchsuell thing as constructive treason and
yet the leaders of the free state party are in prison
under this trumped up charge3 the officers thyre
are acting out the desdeansgnsagns otof thementhe men who invaded
the territory heile then gave his objections to
the bill saying if it would pass it would not givegiro
peace to kansasearms

he hoped hisills tongue might cleave to the roofroot of
his mouth and highis right hand forgnorgetforgetet its cunculpin g
if he ever vovotedted for thetoe admission into the union
ofofaotaa state upon which slavery had been forced by
fraud nudand violence never so help him god
andaad he did notoot believe the people of the country
would two thingsthing must be dodoneue to give peace
exclude slavery from kansas while a territory
and give the people a fair election and if they es-
tablish slavery their admission lisilsas a state might be
assentedabsented to and then abolish all odious and infam-
ous laws

it was nownov midnight
mr bellball of tenntonn saidsald every gentleman who

had looked into the question must kuknow0 w that this
agitation will continue to go20 on until finally set-
tledaled by the admission of kansas as a state into
the union if he had the power llelie would crush
this hydra headed monstermanster at ance so it should not
glinto the presidential election the bill pending
nycusmi ets the casecasa too promptly the time is too
short farfor its execution during the turbulence of
the presidential electionelectronelectgonson the amure was not
likely to pretgive satisfaction to the country ilehe did
not belivebeliy thatehat any measure could be adopted that
would give entire satisfaction ilehe preferred mrair
CIClay longlons bwbiti leavitleavingrg out thehe federal ratiora I1 io of re
presenUtionUlion abolish and abrogate the unjust
and obnoxious taw sand ketkit thehe people go on
the provisions of that bri to ea a state gov-
ernmentern ment and meanwhile elect a new legislative
asseinbiY

I1 two occockleek ama m
at half past twelve mr crittenden

moved for anail adjournment but mrair douglas and
others oilon hissidegidesidefide of thetire question who hadtied been
regalinggg in private roomsroams came in and voted down
tilethe motion by ayesayce 9 noes 22 and then retired

about two dazradozen persons are inm the galleries
some of them asleep

A few odtheof the sesenatorslatoralna toral are silosn oozingozina in thetile lobby
on sofas and others in their chairs

in16 the meantime mrair liellball discussed the admis-
sion of states into the union in connection with
ahm slavery questionor

thirll anvelive minutes past two a m
mrair johnson said it was a late hour and the

samesanto might have been sidsaid two hours ago
L bugher if heythey could a moment of

filefliefilaccilececc amidst this profound sighing and deep
breathing laughter he trusted the senate would
comeofine foatonto a vote

mr seward said generally a session lasted
three or four hours but the present session had
dreadyarendy occupied fourteen ilehe would say to mr
crittenden heh was not against all compromises
but a compromise involving moral right
political justice or high political expediency 1 by
no act of hisills should any man babebeheldheld or clibkeptp tinin
slaveryslav ry oaon this liehe could not compromise

mrair seward is still speaking
the prospects arelire that the sessionbession will continue

till davi glit as the majority are evidently determ-
ined to vote on the bill before adjournment

fifteen minutes paitpast four a m
mrair seward advocated his bill forthefor the admadmssionsiou

off kansashansas with the topeka constitution
M rellreid replied to mrair remarks

1 relative to slsparelyslaveavelyarelyiv bayingsaying that when a majority of
the people of thetha north become prepared to eucu

force the doctrine declared by mr seward jhbthis
union cannot last one hour longer

I1 ISseveraleveral amendments of comparative unimpor-
tance were adopted audaidald others rejectrejectedee

mrair geyer offered an amendment that no law
shall be made or have force or effect which shallshail
require a test or an othoath to support anany actct off
congress or other legislative act as a qualificationca ifon
for anyany civil office or public trust or for any cmem
employmentemploy mentmant or profallon or to serve as a juror
or votevota at an election or which shall impose any
taxburrageupon or condition to exercise the right of suf-
fragerage by any qualified votervote or prohibit free dis-
cussion of any law or subject of legislation in the
territory or a free expression of opinion thertherecaeolleola
by the people of the territory

this amendment gave rise to a debate involving
the question of Squatter sovereignty and wheth-
er congress ought to interfere with thetile people in
the settlement of their own affairs

mr casscoss said some of the acts passed by ththe
rAgilegislative assembly of kansas were disgraceful
to the age howflow could tiletha people properlyproperty passpals
laws thetheyy hayehave thetile right of free dldiscus-
sion

cuscua

the amendment was adopted by yeas 40 naysnaja
3

mrair Wilwllwilsonssons amendment to abrogate and de-
clare void all acts passed by the legislature of
kansas was rejected by yeas 8 naysdays 35

mrair seward offered a substitute admitting kan-
sas with the topeka constitution rejected
yeas 11 nays 36

ThenetherillJillbill waiswafe passed by 33 yeas against 12 nadnay
mr cass said regardingre arding the bihbill as of great im-

portance he moved that copies of it babe
printed adopted

at 8 a TO the senate adjourned

f kansas investingInvestinvestigatingigabing committee
our readers will doubtless remember that

the house of representatives appointed three
of their number a committe to proceed to kan-
sas and investigate the stanestatee of affairs in that
territoryTerriterritorytor theile result liashas been two volumin-
ous rreports to the house concluding as fol-
lows10 vs

MAJORITy REPORT
I1washington july 1

your committee report the following factfacts
and conclusions as established by the testimo-
ny

first that each election in the territory
heldleid under the organic or alleged Territerritorialterritorytor07I1
lawaw has been carried by organized invasions
fromrom the state of missouri 1by which the peo-
ple of the territory havehive beep prevented from
exercising the rights secured them by the or
Lagic law

second that the alleged territorial legis-
lature was an illegally constituted body and
hadbad no power to pass valid laws and their en-
actmentsactments are therefore dullnull avoidand voidvold

third that these alleged jaws have nornot as
a general thing been used to protect personspersona
and property and to punish wrong but for un-
lawfullawful purposes

fourth that the election under which the
sitting delegate john IV whitfield holds his
seat was not held in pursuance of any valid
law and that iij should be regarded only as the
expression of the choice of those resident citi-
zens who voted for him

fifth that the election under which the
contesting delegate andrew H reeder claims
his seatscat was not held in pursuance of law and
that it should be regarded only as the expres-
sion of the choice of the resident citizens who
voted for him

sixth that andrewardrew IL f reeder received a
greatereater nnumberm er of votes of resident citizens
thanan john W whitfield for delegate

seventh that in the present condition of
the territory a fair election cannot be held
without anewa new census a atristringent and well
guarded election law the selseiselection of impar-
tial judges and the presence of united states
troops at every place of election

eighth that the various elections heldheidheldryby
the people of ohpth e territory preliminary to thebeformation of the state government have been
as regular as the disturbed condition of the
territory would allowaallow and that the constitu-
tion passed by the convention held in pursu-
anceancee of said election embodies the will of a
majority of the people

AsAs it is not the province of your committee
to suggest remedies for the existing troubles in
the territory of kansas they content them-
selves with thehe foregoing statementst of facts
all of which is respectfully submitted

WMWAL A HOWARD
JOHN SHERMAN

MINORITY REPORT
july

in conclusion the undersignedundersignerunder signed begs to report
the batts and conclusionsconclusion as he be
alieves established by the tetestimony and sanc-
tioned bythe lawlav

first that at the first election held in the
I1 territory under the organic act for delegatesI1 to congresscon gen john W whitfield redrecreceivedelved
a pintaplarapluralityllyily of the legal votes cast and was du-
lyI1 v elected such delegatedeleabategate as stated in the ma-
jority report

second thattiethat the territorial legislature was
a legally constituted body and had power topass valid laws and their enactments are
therefore valid

third tratthat these laws when appealed to
I1 havebave been used for the protection of life liber-
ty antuantt property and fortor the mainmalnmaintenancemaintenonce of
law and order in the territory

fourth that the election under which thetha
sitting delegatedelegated john W whitfield was held
was in pursuance of valid law and should beregardregardedpd as a validadalid election

fifth that as said whitfield at said elec-
tion received a large number of lelealleaial totes


