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A CURIOUS ADVENTURE.

BoME years since a man was ar-
restod in ove of the country settle-
ments of this Territory on rather a
grave charge, and pending the ac-
tion of the grand Jury wae lmprisoned
in the county jail, a not very secure
structure, from whiech he soon con-
trived to effect his escape. He left
no glue to the course he had taken,
and after a brief scarch, hope of
eapturing him was abandoned and
it wae helieved by his acquaintances
that he had left the Territory.

HBome weeks afterward the wrilter
happened to be traveling in one of
the pouthern counties of the Terri-
tory,and stopped in 4 town in which
a mill was in course of coustruction,
when, (6 his surprise, he noticed the
culprit engaged upoen the building,in
company with a Jarge number of
othgr men there employed.

Reing in conversation with the
Bishop, who was superintending the
work, at the time of making the
discgvery, 1 exclalined, ‘“What in
the world isthat fellow doing here?*?
The Bishop, true to his Yankee in-
stinct, answered my query by ask-
ing if 1 knew the man, and when
I assured him 1 did, gave hin name,
told of the crime with which he was
charged and of his escape from the
county jsil, be shock his head io-
credulously,  “You are mistaken,”
he aaid; “‘this man’s name, I8 Rich-
ardson. § have only known him for
a few weels, slnce he came hore,
hut in that time lie has shown him-
self to be a Arst-rate fellow and a
perfect gemius. He Is boarding at
my house, and is able to turn his
hand to almost anything. Ho has
mended eclocks and dove tinkering
for the people, finished up the car-
penter worlk on my house, and now,
a4 you sce, he Is worklng as a masou,
and he scems to be equally clever at
everything. In fact he Is quite a
preacher as well; he gave us a dis-
course of about two hours? length on
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among his acqumntances, a sense of | fm‘ thought. 1 sprang from the’ neu

duty to the public impelled me to do'
Ho.

Taking the Bishop by “the arm
and starting towards where the man
was employed, 1 said, “Come and
be convinced!”? but the fellow, who
had also recognized me, was evi-
dently in no mood for being ink-r-
viewed; for ax we approached him'
he dropped his tools and hastily
made lils way out of fown. Lven
with this evidence of guilt hefore
him, the Bishop refused to believe
that the man was the eriminal he
was repreaentcd to e, or at least to
act upon the sugpestion offered to
have him placed under arrest and
communieate with the officers of the
county whence he had escaped.

Having business with the justice
of the peace in the place during the
day, T called his attention to the
character of the man who had found
refuge in the settlement, but he too
failed to renlize the necessity for im-
mediate action in having him ar-
rested. However, as the refugee
failed to put in an appearance dur-
ing the aftérnoon, the justice of the
peace began to feel that he ought to
have acted with promptiiess on the
first Buggestion. Accordingly, after
dark in the evening, in company
with the constalle, he called at the
Rishop’s house where [ was staying
and asked what T would recommmend
in the emergency. Whiie' we were
talking n boy came in and reported
that Richardson was just then peer-
ing through the window nt us, but
he managed to escape before the
officuers could get outgide,and thoujrh
diligent woarch was m.ude for him
that night it was unavailing.

Learning from the Bishop’s wife
that a coat, vest and wateh belong-
ing to her boarder werc in the houss,
I ventured the opinion that He
might remaln secreted in the vielil-
iy until atten T had left, to recover
then or possibly attempt to do so

during the night,and remarked tha

Bunday last,and it had 8 guod many {if I hesrd him about the house 1

practical ideas in it. He may re-

would get up. The membhers of the

semble the man you speak of, but 1| Bishop’s household slept up-stairs,
assure you he is quite a different | but I was shown to bed In n foom on

person.’?

I could percelve that the Bishop
was thoroughly captivated with his
ingenious boarder, and it was not
much to be wonderel at, for he was
intelligent amd rather prepossessing,
and really very expert in various
lines as 1 workman; but rude as it
mjight scemn to shatter the Bishop’s
ldol by undeeciving him as to the
-man’s character, ami ungencrous to
prevent A mnan from making his way
nmong strangers when oatracised

the lower floor, on entering whieh, in
addition to the bed I was to occupy,
1 noticed a lounygt with a pile of bed
clothes upon it, but nothing more.
During the night I was aroused
from my peaceful slurmber by a slight
noise, and on opening my cyes I

could plainty discern by the light of

the full meon which shoue throligh
the windows a humian figure stad-
ing at the foot of my bed. Taking
it for granted it was the fugitive,
and, without stopping a homent

smd clutehinge him by tht'ont forced

jhim backward upon the lounge

where [ held him until T feared if 1T
did not slacken my grip on his wind-
pipe he never would regain hls
breath. Accordingly I loosened my
héld, when to my surprise, after
gasping onve or twice, he cried out
“Mother!*

When excited a person thinks
guiekly. T did upon t.lmt oceasion.
The truth fiashed upon my mlud )y
an ingtalit thhY it was the v»rohg'
person T was choking. The Voice
was too boylsh for the robust fian
whom 1 had 1m’1g1nud 1 had 1n my
grasp; and besides the latter would
not be likely to eall for maernal as-
slstance. if if were he. A glance at
the bed clothes Whlch T had noticed
piled upon the' ]ounge when T en-
tered the room, but which were now
tumbled partially upon the floor,dnd
the seantily elothed form of the per-
son I was holding down, satisficd
me that whoever he was he must
have bueen reposing upon that
lounge during the earlier pait, of, thu
night. Then, fearing t.he lhoum,lmld
might Le aroused by his sereams,
shut oft’ his wind again long encugh
to command him to be still and
make no noise, piled the bed clothes
upon himy while liis eyes remnined
closed, and s!l{,ped ek fnto b, to
ponder upon the BCLHG in which I
liad just been an actor. When the
ludicrousness of the situation pre-
sented itself fully before my mind, I
could hardly contral my inclination
to lnugh.

I had been lying awake ful]y au
hour thinking of the ep:sode and
wondering who the youug man
could be whom I hid chmw(% for 1
was under the Jmpresslou the isho'P
had no son at home, when T Saw
him rise to {l sitting pnsture‘)n the
lounge, and laok nhuxld the room dd
1f in quest (.u his nssa.ilant an ace

leh convineed me that he had ot
ohser\ ed me retire to bed after lods-
Ing my hold upon his throat, &hd
that e had prabably been too tHor-
oughly frightened to open his ey'és
before. 1 could discern his head
from where I lay, while he sat ip,
but T doubted whether he saw, me.
ag | Iay quite still. After satlsfylig
his curiosity he again lay down, afit
when morning dawnell and I arose
and dressed myself, he was soutld
nkleep,

On emerging from the house I
ﬁ)und my hostessalrendy nstir, look-
ing in vain through the ehicken
coops and other outhouses for her
mirsing boarder. 1 inquired who
my rocom-mate was, and she har-



