
THE DESERET
bishop thomas E bricksinricksRicksinin honorbonor of
president Wwilford11 ford W ru fflT

in may 1884 the first sunday school
was organized with 16 pupils and
william J pratt as superintendent

may 9 and 10 1884 the townsitete was
surveyed by andrew 8 anderdonAudAnd ereon
on the lath of november following the
first housebouse was built on the townsite
by william brower about the same
time joseph H Bbrowerrower john brower
and john burrell also erected log
houses on the townsite

at a special meeting held a wilford
june 9 1884 at which apostles
wilfwilfrdrd woodrufffl and heber J grant
and prest thomas E ricks were
present a branch organization was
effected with george D blackbinck as
presiding priest

sept 6 1884 at a conference
held at rexburgRexburg the wilford
branch was organized into a ward
with thomas 8 smith as bishop
illshis counselors were richard funk
and john T brower who were or-
dained high priests and set apart to
their respective offices at a priesthood
meeting held at rexburgRex burg dec 6 1884
subsequently thomas S smith was
ordained a patriarch and george
davis took temporary charge of the
ward as acting bishop from july 18
1886 until august 21 1887 when he
was dutyduly orJaordainedined and set apart to act
as bishop of the wilford ward by
apostle lorenzolorenzo snow reuben A
belnap and john E were
chosen as his counselors elder bel-
nap was ordained a high priest and
set apart to his position as first councoun

september 3 1887 brother PI n
was ordained soon afterwards

march 25 1885 the hratfirst day school
wa taught at wilford by william
jack

in 1886 a commo clious meeting-
house feet at that time the
largest in the stake was built by
donations it is still the only meeting
house of the ward

PALLFALL BRANCH quite a
number of families having localocatedteil

4 on aandnd near fall river which stream
empties into henryshenrya fork of snake
river att a point about ten miles north-
east of wilford a special meeting was
held at that place fall river febru-
ary 2 1889 on which occasion the
saintssainta in that district of country were
organized into a branch of the church
called the fall river branch of the
wilford ward thomas brown was
appointed presiding elder and elisha
hathaway superintendent of sunday
schools

SPRING BRANCH which also
belongs to the wilford ward consists
of the new townsite of springvilleSpring ville and
the settlers in the surrounding
country about twenty families alto
getherther the townsite is situated between
henrysedrya fork of snake river and fall
river on a high plateau overlooking a
beautiful scope of country it comprises
all of thelthe southeast quarter of section
30 township 9 north of range 43 east
and is twenty two miles northeast of
the town of wilford it is on the line
of the proposed park branch of the
union pacific railway and in the
midst of what is locallocallyay kknownnow n as the
garden spot of the snake river valley
water is pure abundant antiand easy to
get for irrigation and manufacturing
purposes tbthee wisoilI1 is of a sandy loam
rich in vegetable mould warm in itits

N

nanature and deep upwards of
acres of this kind of land surrounds the
settlesettlement bordering on large creams
of pure water and vast forests of plinepine
timber the altitude of Springspringvilleville Jsis

feet or feet higher than rexbex
burg but it is singularly exempt from
frost on account of its peculiar loca-
tion

the first attempt toward making a
settlement in that part of the coun-
try now included in the
brauchbranch was made in the summer of
1889 lyby james H wilson and others
who located near some beautiful
springs which suggestedeug the name of
Springspringvilleville in the early part of 1690
a canal company called the Springspringvilleville
irrigation company was organized
and active preparations made to bring
water upon the landsands selected far agri-
cultural purposes good crops ofef corn
wheat oats and vegetables were raisedmined
therethereinin 1890

the Springspringvilleville branch was organ-
ized by presidentPreaidentAdent thomas E ricks
and others july 18 1890 and Jjamesames H
wilson formerly of salem a neighbor-
ingi ng ward was chosen to preside over
the branch on the and I1lluchI1 th
civil engineer andrew 8 anderson
laid out the town into blocks contain-
ing 3036 square rods each it is the
intention to jold on the site at once

WILLOW CREEK WARD

alphonzo bert simmons bishop
luman elisha shurtliffift fist
counselor george albert simmons
second counselor

willo creek ward derives its name
from quite nnan important streamscream of that
name which rises in the mountains on
the east side of the snake river valley
and falls into thelie river
above eagle rock it embraces an
extensive tract of country lying
between rigby wardwardenon the north and
lonaiona ward on the south west it
extends to the louisville ward and
east to the mountains the boundaries
of the ward areasare as folfollowlowas commencing
at the foot hillsbills on the township line
between township 83 anda thence
running west to the northwest corner
of section 2 in township 3 north of
range 38 east boise meridian
thence south to willow creek thence
along willow creek to the county
bridge thence due east to the foot
hill see map oil page all
the people live ouon their farms and are
much scattered and there are quite a
number of non mormons within thehe
limitslimit of the ward water for irriga-
ting purposes is conveyconveyedei to the
farms through a 1211 mile loog canal
which tapstape the snake river about half a
mile below the head of the eagle rock
and willow creek canscanal the land isa
level and very productive the meet-
ing house a jog building feet
finished in january 1890 which Jsis
somewhat centrally located is in sec-
tion 9 township 3 north of range
39 eastcast it is fourteen miles by road
northeast of eagle rock and twelve
miles southeast of louisville

HHISTORY the first mormon settlers
in that part of the country now em-
braced in the willow creek ward
were johnjohn R jaheatheath and leasejesse clever-
ly these were the only two families
of saints there in july 1883 in 1884
george A simmonsBim mons amos G robin-
son parley davis thomas cole and
others who located on quarter sec

eions at tfferent points along willow
creek arrived

A branch of the church was organ-
ized june 12 1885 with jesse cleverly
asag presiding priest it was attached to
the rigby ward and continued thusthua
until may aheu at a priesthood
meeting held at eagle rock it was
attached to the eagle rock ward and
reuben coles appointed presiding
privet

at a special meeting held at willow
creek august 11 1888 alphonzo bert
simmons was presented to the people
as the future bishop ffof the ward
which was to be organized he waswaa
ordained and set apart to tills position
at the quarterly conference held at
louisville august following
november 30 1888 at a special meet-
inging held at willow creek luman E
shurtliff was act apart as first counselor
counselor to bishop simmons decem-
ber 16 1888 at a meeting held at men-
an george albert simmons was setmet
apart as his second counselor

in january 1890 the present meet-
ing housebouse a log building feet
was completed previous lo10 this
meetings were held in private house

at a meeting held at willow creekreak
junojune 1 1891 a temporary division
of the ward was ffleecedfleetedeted thehe weftw extendend
of the same being organized into a
branch with james H gardner as
presiding privetpriest this was done be-
cause of the great distance which some
of the members had to traveltrat el in order
to attend meetings

nojunoie the history of the bin
nock stake closes with july 1890
changes that may have occurred since
that time are not recorded in this his-
tory

THE IDAHO legislature
boise idaho feb 20 social4ecial

telegram to the oferallJferall one of the
worst crimes perpetrated on idaho was
today when thedie house the aust-
ralian ballot law revised edition for fta
special occasion it defines the
fificacationtiou of electors provides for botu in
actions to public office authorizes the
proclamation of to governwern and
regulate elections to0 o specify the duties
of election officials and their fees to
regulate the procedure in contesting
elections govern and regulate elections
for changingng coucountynty seatsscabs and bouboundar-
ies

udar
provides for printing and distribut-

ing ballotsballot andsand other election suppliesat
the public expense and for thothe publica-
tion and distribution of copies of the
election laws aej repealing all terri-
torial laws on elections thus it will
be seen how sweeping the law is not
even one amendmentanon dment was made to the
bill as the republicans had caucusedcaucusescaucus ed
and decided to push it through with-
out delay A few days ngoago when fin-
al action was being taken in theche sen-
ate senator proposed to
amend section 3 strikinghig out ibbs tl
and inserting 1891 2

1 11 which amend
ment was voted down shoup arguing
that it was to prevent mormonscormons from
voting who were guilty of crimps
up to that time

senator white argued that it was an
exev poutprat facto law and that crime
should not be punished by a law enact
ed at this day but have referencereft to
crimes committed in the autufuturere so far
as throwing safeguards around the
ballot was concerned he was as nianchich


