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COMMUNICATED. |
AMONG THE POSSIBILITIES.

Blectricity has made transit rapid
and easy in thie city, so that It makes
iittle or no difference where a man's
resldence ts, providing that im other
respectz he and his can satisfy them-
gelves with thelr surroundings. To
quite a few, proximity to neighbors is
lfttle considered, mor are places of
amusement or recreation, or Indeed
chureh or school. Most of a man's
spare time is in such conditions spent
at home, and when the hours of sleep
are deducted, 1ife hecomes unvaried,
monotonous and probably stunted as
well: a love for lgolation ls engendered
and becomes chronlc, narrow and with.
out color,

It would appear as if this condition
has become Intenslded by what has
been called “hard times," as every one
famitjar with social amenitles and
gatherings four or five years ago, in
contrast with the present, wlil readily
There *has come a dread of

admit.
expenditure, an Indisposition to invite
or gee those whom at the time men-

tioned, it was 8n enjoyment to enter-
taln, There i8 a puckering up of soul;
the expense is counted and dreadeaq,
vigiting 13 down to zero and omce fa-
millar friends are comparative stran-
There 18 an increase of coldness

Bera.
even in family assoclation. which bodes.
no good, and members of wards fail

to eet each other with that warmth
oncir :uperlnduced by active unre-
strained association. in those days of
comparative prosperity. It was a sad
blow to unity. the association, the en-
tertainment, to social enjoyment and
aven to religlous Bympathy and inter-
est, when the barometer of enjoyment
wap lowered, first by apprehension and
then by the actualitiea of enforced
economy, and the croakings of a few,
who in all communities persist in look-
ing on the dark mpide of clrcumstances
instead of that where there |s more or
less sunshipe under almost any condi-
tio
IV{'Lhether jn the palmy days entertain-
ing degenerated into  ostentation
and revelry will be anawered by the
reader according to his mood; but it
18 quite possible that in the exuber-
apce of a Eenerous hospitality, per-
sons and famllles did outdo themaelves
and tried to outdo others. This aspect
ia worth considering, for if =so, this was
quite n flagrant if half-justifiable of-
fenze, and a little common sense reflec-
tfon would have rectiled a disposition
to run into extremes. In very many
inmtances the picnic and even the sur-
prise method was made to minister a
pood feeling and increase of acquaint-
ance and friendship, and the real ex-
pensge for each participator was very
little. DBut thls even is mainly among
the -memorles of the past, and con-
trosted with “soelety” movements
whieh are so highly emblazoned and
colored, theae little primitive doin at
their very bhest seem quite small and
commonpiace. S0, perchance, hecause
of the insignificance of the methoda of
this past, in contrast with the ‘“‘grand
functions” and the ‘“color schemes' of
rgoclety.”” the spirit of genuine brother-
hood and sisterhood, of neighborny In-
tereat and assoclation, has wszome one
of the lost arts: for everything of the
kind appears to be now In statu quo;
nay, altogether (as it should be) un-
worthy of being chronleled in connec-
tlon with “the movements of the giddy
multitude,” and the local “court circu-
iay*’ In the publlc press.

That this teature demands correction |

jn some way must he evident, and
that separation and indifference rather
than unity and Interest is the out-
growth of conditions s surely true. Be-
sides. a cesgsation of family and friend-
Iy gatherings lessens the opportunities
of the juniors of the peopnle, or im-
pels them to seek for change ahd recre-
atfon quite apart trom the association

once enjoved in eatering to, ‘waiting
upon and entertaining a large propor-
tion of friends whose experience and
sacrificer were hrought home more viv-
idly by the famtllarity of conversatlon
In the soclal gatherings indicated.
As was sald, the facilities of transit
should be mnde to conduce to an in-
crease of unchangeable good fellowship,
for a hlock or two or more are of small
account wherever the electric cars
imove to and fro, particularly if the
adoption of public control or regulation
could reduce the rates to a less onerous
charge than they are at present,

But these facilities can be enlarged
in Utah so that the publio could be ac-
commodated with less sacrlflce than is
required by raliroads; the project to
unite Ogden and Provo by the electric
current and cars, is capable of easy
extension from Southern Idaho to St
(eorge. The immediate settiements are
all upon the streams which maijnly ls-
sue from the eastern side of the several
valleys., Water power is In excess, and
some system of creation could be
easlly devised by which not only elec-
tric pasenger transportation could be
realized, but electrical lighting could
make a continuous line of light; reach-
ing at both ends beyond the limits of
our glorious and ever-growing State.
The localization of industries In over-
grown centers would be in some meas-
ure prevented, and each locality would
soon quicken Into new (perhaps ori-
ginal) life; the providential resources
peculiar to itself. Nor ls this the dream
of an enthusiast or a crank; it will
come to pass; and the denizens of both
extremes and jntermediates will become
as familiar, and as much Interested
in each other’'s plans, work and suc-
cess as the susceptible part of this
central city's population has been, and
will again be, when thelr eyes and ears
and hearts are open to the folly. of
| 1splation and individuality, as it ap-
pears on the opening of efghteen
ninety-eight. Good statesmanship aims
to give life to the extremities of its
control, as well a8 to what might be

deaignated its head or heart.
The pulsations of industry are
as much needed in the

toes a8 In the fingers, and this glant
torce of the universe (electricity) di-
rectcd by sagacity and Intelligence,
can be made a wondrous agent in
harmonizing the clalms of that great
trinity of progress--brain, muscle and

capital, until all the controversies of |

today will be settled for ever and ever.
A visit to the new, compact and al-

most noiseless grist mill lately erectedl

by the Peery Bros, in Ogden, with all
modern improvements and appilances,
and running by eleetric force, 1s a les-
son for loday. Combination can dupli-
cate this where needed from the un-
utilized resources of Utah's streams,
toll and enterprise, and factories of all
kinds, under the same power, would
malke this State a veritable hive ot
production for hoth home use and ex-
portation. The methiods for this indus-
trlal revolution were graphleally pre-
sented in the “News” the other day, in
the contrast made between bullding
the Temple and bullding the city and
county palace, by the mortgaging or
"hypothecating of the people’s posses-
! sions for a long serles of years: and
the facts are that there i8 no limit to
the application of this principle if the
jpeople and their leaders only work to-
igether, It was originally intended to
found Z. C, M. 1. upon this principle,
but lack of education In an emergency
compelled that compromise which has
]been almost barren of results com-

pared with what it might have been
had the first grand conceptlon erystal-
ized in fact and action, as was indicat-
ed of the Spirit. But there will yet
'come a consolidation of the business
intereats of this “peculiar people,” an
amalgamation of sections, a unity of

action, a combination of their energics
and thelr resources such as shall dwart
all the past, grand though that might
have been, and beneflcent as deslgned.

The new year is full of promise,
great changes are possible and sure}
man's wisdom wlill not be able t0 cope
with the complications and conditions
plready at the door. Only the genium
of inspiration, the yoice of authority,
the power of God and His Priesthood,
will be able to pregerve in the general
wreck the semblance of order, unity
and peace, and this only through a
prepared element—a peonle united by
susceptibllity to this inspiration, and
“made willing in the day of His
power,” There may and will be a
period when the same people will have
to “stand still and see the salvation
of God.” That 'emergency has not yet
arlsen. Now is the time Ol prepart-
tion, demanding efiort, actlvity, per-
slctence. unity, consolidation, that the
former promise may not come "un-
awares,” because the splrit of intelll-
gent obedlence ls suffered to do “its
perfect work,” in moulding all things
for the advent of “the great dav of
the Lord!"

LUNCHEON FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN.

The following paragraph is clipped
from the Cleveland Flaindealer:

“Presldent E. Benjamin Andrews of
Brown university, in his address before
the Illinois State Teachere' association

last week, made the suggestion that
school authorities should supply the
puplls with an ‘esthetlc, high class

hygienic luncheon,’ He painted a glow-
,ing picture of the good results which
he belleved would follow the general
adoption of the plan, saylng that ‘four-
teen years of school life of this sort
would change our natural conception
of what it is to lve.” "
I In the beginning, an Ameriean citi=
zen was proud if, at his own expense,
he succeeded in giving his children
ysuch a knowledge of the common
branches of an eduecation as made it
within their power to achleve further
| progress by thelr own efforts, if they
|had any euch. ambition. After a time
he doctrine began to prevail that the
children of the state ivere its wards,
ind that taxation should ald in their
| education in the common schools; and
taxes were levied to help bear this bur-
den. A little later the common schools
were supported entirely by taxation,
l.md the tuition fee system was relegat-
»d to that past to which belonga the
wooden plow. .
Then high sachools were built,
equipped and supported by taxation.
J'l‘he.-n colleges and universities arose
and fAourished on the same plan, with
or without slight modification. Then
with the taxes pald by the people,
school books, and costly edueational
'apparatus were purchased. The sug-
cestlon of Prealdent Andrews, that
school children should be supplied with
an ‘“‘esthetic. high class, hyglenic
luncheon” ls incontestibly in line with
the onward and upward policy the
Amerlean achool system has heen pur-
Bulng.

dure cnourh! Why not feed the
school. children at the expense of the
schoo! fund? Why not also see to it
that they have shoes, and comfortable
elcihe#? And when they graduate why
not give each n pension, all at the ex4
pense of the schodél fund? Why not

make, at the expensc of that fumd,
:ample provision tor the life-long
maintenance of the “wards of the

State,” and for insuring them against
want or poverty, and in¢ldentally, the
neceseity to work for a living?

It 18 inevitable that the rapid ten-
dency of the American 8chool Bys-
tem. If not checked, should reach an
tabgurd elimax, which has come in the




