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LETTER FROM PALESTINE

the following communication from
elder don C W musser president of
the turkish mission to hishia brother
elder joseph W musser of tolathis city
will be read with interest by the young
mans numnumerouserous relatives and friends

JAFFA paiepalestinestines dec
dear brother josepnjosepa 1892 is about

in its checks three hundred
and sixty anvefive days have come and gone
since 111 sent my christmas greetings
from berlin these lines if all is well
will reach you about christmas time
and though they are a Idreased to you
they are meant for all who write their
name with a big M because I1 will
not hilvebave time to write again for a week
or so 1I am kept very busy preaching
thehe gospel in german and english

besides efustudyingdying arabic the lord is
blessing me so much that I1 feel I1 cant
boginbegin to thank him as I1 should the
more I1 do the more I1 am blessed and
the more I1 want t do the time flies
along soBO rapidly that I1 eancan hardly keep
account of it days weeksweek and months
wout as seconds0ends minutes and hours
andl coklfear I1 cannot accomplish what I1
should my becomescomes since
brobrother death I1 have baptized
anye boulb raaann expect in a few daysdaya to
baptize asag many more among them a
adijew myy heart isIB emming fullom
lovolove and gratitudelatituderAti tude to my heavenly
father 16for me soas unworthy
as I1 am to perform thia work it
scents totomerae thejho jews sireare preparing to
receive 4 the true gospel of christ I1
have to a number of their and
when 1I1 teh them of our people they
confer their belief A few days ago rf
met dhaone aad hebe asked weme what I1 was
here for 1 replied by readreadingfrig owour
Artarticleslefea ofof faith after finishing he
told me hehb had never before met a
christian that he could invite to his
housecouo butbat that he would like to havebeweme come and teach his chilchildrendrene he
afterwards told me he would like to be
come 1A member of our church b jtit he
feared the persecution that would
surely follow he said hisbis life antiand
the lives of his children would be en-
dangereddangered by hishia being baptized I1
told him he need n19 expect to get off
without being persecuted for this was
something the saints of god hadbad al-
ways had to contend with butbat saidmid
I1 tfit you will humble yourself before
god seekingeking a forgiveness of your
iff and pledging yourself to live a

bettor life and to obey the gospel call

you will receive blessiblessingsbleesingsjigs from heaven
you will have strength enough to
withstand the perseoutings and will
even findbud pleasure in being persecuted
for christschristit sakebake and even if you
were called upon to layjay down your life
that be any more than our
saviour did and would die with a
knowledge that eternal life was yours
and you would show to the world that
you loved and feared god more than
you do man I1 talked with hisahim a long
time showing him the blessings a true
christian receives and though he said
be believed all hebe had not the courage to
forsake the world by becoming a
latter day saint this Isia only one

instance inia many there are thou-
sands upon earth of apparently good
people in the world who would like to
become members of our church
but they are braida raid to
for sucheboh we should pray
dear joseph I1 am so happy in my
work I1 dont fear persedation in the
beasl I1lau fact when it corneacomes for my

sake I1 glory inia it I1 feel
sorry for the enemies of truth but I1
glory in the fact that I1 representprentre a
cause worthy the persecutions of the
power of darkness I1 find a great
many friends and have been blessed
with opportunities of bearing my hum-
ble tb a number of palspalos
tines loadingleading men among them the
0 8 consul at jaffa several mission

the church of Englanda wellbell
informed and very intelligent presby-
terian missionary sadand baay others
this class of people are not friendly to
thehe truth as a rule when you prove

to them from the bible that they are
not christians they don 16 lika it mutt
theyhey jodo everything I1ina their power to

stop the progress of govegods walkwaft itif you
try to convince them of the falsity of
their doutridootrineanee and of the fact that the
true church of christ hasham again been
restored in all its simplicity andaad
beauty they will say they
titimeme to ddiscusscocu so the questionn anandd ohshow0 w
bby their sotsacts that they have no desireclearn6 learn the truth

it thebe lord conticontinues to bless mgme in
the future as he has done in the past
I1 will not care how long I1 am kept toin
this part of the vineyardsvineyard for I1 have
time and time again dedicated my life
to illshis service and what matters it
which part of the vineyard I1 am called
to labor in I1 should toolfeel very much
disappointed were I1 to be called home
at the present time for I1 feelfed thathat I1 am
just beginning to be of use

you ask me for a description of the

holy land and its people and I1 am
very sorry I1 am not better able to pen
one there is plenty to write about
but I1 am such an exceedingly poor
handband with a pen that I1 find it would
be impossible for me to rivefive a descrip-
tion orthisof this land of antiquities justice
the arabs are a peculiar people
every move and act of an arab laIs so
entirely different from those of other
people that one cannot help be
ing amused and interested even if
he disapproves of what he sees their
customs and habits are as old nearly
as time and if the arab had his way
they would be older than timelime for if
there is one thing that arabs dislike
more than another it tois progression
they dontdonitdon it want the telegraph the
telephone the electric light or the
railroad they have no use for a
printing press and education Is entirely
u aunnecessarynecessary if you ask an
arab how old hebe is he
will answer god knows he
cantcan it understand the use of burdening
his mind with the date of his birth
ask an arab womanwaman the age of her
child and she will contentedly reply
god knowsknown 02 ask an arab how

many inhabitants this city has he
will shrug hisshoulderaag he answers
6 godagod knows arabs do everything
backwardsbackward at the same time laughbaugh at
usua for doing it front wards they
worship with their hitshats on and shoes
off they read and write from right
to left when a husband bids his wife
goodbyegood bye before startingag on a journey
be kis her he simply gives
herbar himhia handshand shebe kisses it and some-
times weeps over it and the parting
acene is over A son does the same
way with hishim mother and sisters but
father and son embrace and kiss each
other three times once on either cheek
and once right smack in the mouth
if a man meets a friend he seen
for some time be kisses him just the
kameassame as he kisses his son or father it
nearly makes me nick to see a friend
remove the cigarette from his mouth
to kiss another friend but one can see
such scenes at anyaay timefeime itif he is walk
ing in the city

I1 will if all isin well spend christchristmasas
in bethlehem where the wise men
of the east were directed by the stirstar
1800 years ago affectionately

DOSdom C

the unpleasantness between the14 and itsita late employee still ooncon
unree


