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57 7 of the Post Office
¢/ Department ot
7 |the United States
‘are biotted with
lerime, More than
one hundred post-
. Y . ~Mmasters gowrong
every year. Over one thousand per-
sons are annually arrested for trying in
some way of other to pilfer ftom the
mails, and on the average more than
two post officers are robbed every day
year in and year out. Last year there
was an increase ot 35 per cent in post
ofhice burglaties, there being 426 more
such crimes during that time than the
year preceding, and within the past ten
years there has been an increase of 247
per cent in postal robberies. The indi-
cations are that the present year will
break the record, and that it will show
more burglaries than any in our history.

The robbing of post offices is now re-
duced to a science. It is known that
there are in the country a class ol pro
fessional burglars who devote them-
selves to robbing post offices. They are
experts in their line, and their steahngs
equal fortunes. They have their jences
through whom they getrid of the stamps
they steal, and everything connected
with them seems to be systematically
organized. They operate in all parts of
the country, though the headquarters ot
one of the biglgest gangs seem to be in
New York. uring the past two or
three years they have become bolder
ithan ever. The Post Office Depart-
ment has for some time known of their
.existence, atd the inspectors are work-
ing night and day to wipe them out
Two years ago the matter was taken up
by Congress and an appropriation of
$10,000 was made to be used by the
Post Office Department in the shape of
gsewards for the arrest and detection of
such robbers. Last year this appropri-
ation was increased to $25,000, and the
result is that the department now has
standing rewards for noted postal bur-
glars. They are now sending bills an-
mouncing such rewards to the different
detective offices of the cauntry, and two
which were lately issued lie before me
as I write.

One of these bills offers 3,000 for the
capture of the tlhiree great post office
burglars—Killoran, Russel-and Allen—
who escaped from the Ludiow street
jait in New York on the 4th of last July,
.and the othér ofters $1,000 for the arrest
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and conviction of Sidney Yennie and
George Carson, two other celebrated
post office theives. It is thought that
all of these men belong to the greatest
of these gangs of protessional post office
burglars. The posters describing them
contains halt-tone portraits ot the men
As the rascals are still at large, it is in-
teresting to know how they look. Take
Yennie, for whom f50u is offered. The
poster says his name is Sidney Yennie,
and that be sometimes goes under the
alias of Sidnev Manning, and at others
of Stepuen J. Roberts. “He is a pick-
pocket and a general thiefand is wanted
on the charge of post office robbery. He
is lwenty-eight years old, five feet seven
inches high, and he weighs 165 pounds.
He 1s of medium weight, dark com-
plexion, and his brown hair is thin on
the top of his h ad. His lett eyelid
droops and his eyes are dark brown.!’

Carson is described as follows: ' Geo.
Carson is known as a baok sneak and
general thief, He is wanted for post
office robbery. He is torty-one years
old, five feet one and one-half inches
hign and he weighs 165 pounds. His
head is very bald, his mustache blonde,
his complexion florid, his eyes hazal,
and he has a dot of India ink on his
right hand.”

The other poster offers rewards of
$1.000 each for the capture of Joseph
Killoran, Harry Russel and Charles
Allen. These men are the princes of
post office burglars. They stand at the
nead of the profession and belong to a
gang of which Killoran is supposed to
be the leader. Killoran has been rob
bing post offices lor years, and it is said
that he has stolen from two post offices
alone within the past six months more
than 50,000, He was arrested for rob-
bing the post offices at Springtieid, IIl ,
and at Hoboken, N. J., and Russel and
Allen wete taken at the same time. The
three men were entombed in the Lud-
low street jait May 31, 1895 They es-
caped on the 4th of last July, and the
Post Office Department is searching tor
them everywhere. There is no doubt
but that these burglars have a large
amount of money at their command.
They bave many confederates, and their
capture will probably be exceedingly
difficult. During their stay in the jail
they tried again and again to bribe their
keepers, and the manner of their escape
has led to 1he belief that they may pos-
sibly have succecded. They offered the
jail cleaner sums ranging from $500 to
$5000 to aid them in their escape.
Tney told one keeper they would give
hin #1,500 if he would allow them to
knaock him down and thus get out This
man was promised $5000 nmore if they
succeeded in making their escape. They.
offered one of the jail servants §500 for a
revolver, and they tendered several
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other bribes. In some way or other
they did get revolvers, They covered
the jailors with them, seized the. keys
from the hand ot one of them, and jock-
ed him and his assistants _in the recep-
tion room of the jail. They then ran
out of the corridor into the street witly a
great crowd after them. They donbled
this way and that. Two of them —Rus-
sel and Allen took to the roofs of the
houses of some of the New York side
streets and thus eluded their pursuers.
Killoran distanced the men who were
after him until finally he was pursued by
on y three. He drew his revolver on
them and warned them to go back. They
left. He then went to the elevated
railroad and took a train going up town,
:pd this was the last that was seen of

im.

These men are worth a thousand dol-
lars apiece. Uncle Sam will pay that to
any on¢ who will arrest them and hand
them over to the government officers.
The pictures on the posters are good,
but the men were shaven just after their
arrest, and this will increase the diffi-
culty of identifying them. The govern-
ment, however, is very full in its des-
criptions, and it is_probable that they
will be captured. Killoran is described
as an Englishman, of fifty-six years of
age. He is about five leet uine inches
and a halt high and he weighs 160
pounds. He bas dark brown hair, a
light beard mixed with gray, and his
complexion is fair. There is a letter
*P” and a round dot on his right fore-
arm and there are three dots on his
left forearm, which are partly burnt out.
He has a slightly pockmarked dot be-
tween his thumb and the first finger on
his right nand, The description of the
other men are equally full, and the post
office inspectors are scattering these cir-
culars throughout the police and detec-
tive offices of the country.

These circulars are signed M. D.
Wheeier, chiet P. Q. inspector. The
inspectors may ne called Uncle Sam’s
postal deteclives. There are about one
hundred of them, and they are scatter-
ed all over the country. They have
charge ot all crinles connected with the
post office, and may be ordered by the
Postmasier General to go to any part of
the country at a moment’s ootice. A
number of them are on duty along the
line between the United States and
Canada, and they are especially busy
just now in keeping track of the rob-
beries in the western stales and tefris
tories. Every day or so there is a
telegrani lrom QOklahoma or the Indian
Terntory asking for the detection of
some new post office crime. The in-
spectators are under the charge of Mr.
M. D. Wheeler, who directs them frgm
the Post Office Department here.  Mr.
Wheeler is 4 “blue-eyed, gray-mustach -



