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A DARK PICTURE OF THE UNITED

STATES

the subjoinedsubjoined article tola from a recent
number of the weekly scotsman a
contemporary from the other side
and will be perused with some interest
as showing the views of one who
evidently takestaken a pessimistic view of
the world in which nelie lives

all members of the english speak
ing race are directly interested in the
future of the unitedjolted states of america
the letter written baylord macaulayMao aulay to
the Hhonon H 8 randall lain 1857 is well
known his forebodings were ominous
the state of affaire predicted by lord
macclay has come to paepasandseand the gov

6 of the united states has to
grapple with difficulties she has hither-
to been free from

free homesteads are a thing of the
past land tois held at prices far beyond
what farmers and can
afford to pay audand the prospects for the
future are discouraging the larmerfarmer
has to compete with the foreign ele-
ment and must be content with a life
of sordid tolltoil andaad poverty or quit toothe
new generation growing up has
neither land nor the means to procure
it the cities are overcrowdeLl full of
the worst elementelemente sandand labor is arrayed
against capital in a war that can never
cease until definitely settled

therhe past summer hips exhibited the
singular spectacle of labor and cicapitalpital
nothot first appealingppealing to the law I1 ut simp
lyay ignoring its power and raising
bands of armed and even disciplined
men to settle own differences
and blood has been shed in what waymay
properly be called open conflicts or
battles insin at least three different
states pennsylvania idaho and
wyoming the combatantscombatanto each claim
nang to represent the party ot01 law and
order the central government shirks
responsibility when and
in one asee that of the in
new Ororleansitans pleaded inability and
lack of authority in itsita own territory

the baby act iniii short
the statement that anarchy would

findand no ground for existence in the
united states has proved tuto be a myth
it justifiesJ itsita presence in the ineffect-
iveness of the government and
flourishes toin its weakness the powers
in authority retort by spasms otof
cious severity followed by lapses into
neglect of ordinary prudence the
state governments are jealous At the
authority of the central governmentsgovernment

resent all interference and at the
samegame time are either unable or unwill-
ing to do what isin necessary them-
selves

the foreign population is rapidly in
creasing by immigration the quality
meantime deteriorating it does not
assimilate with the anglo saxon ele-
ment but endeavors to replace ameri-
can institutions by its own habits and
customs and has already abolished the
american sabbath as formerly under-
stood and is18 now engaged in attacking
the public school system the control
of the country districts ustie well as the
larger towns and cities is either
already in the handsbands of the worst
american elements or of foreigners to
a very great extent or is driftingdrift ng in
that direction the Aangloanglo saxon
seems to be losing hisbis grip and will
have to make a stand in the near
future or step down and out

turn where you will the laws are
not enforced properly Lynch ings and
burnburningsdge at the stake arere the best proof
orthisof this lynchinglunchingLyn ching seems to be a settled
institution to take theibe place of the law
assumed to be uselessuselebBlebs rho state gov-
ernmentsernorn ments initiate the policy of master
ly inactivity set them by the supreme
government when called on for atoaiu
their first proceeding is to shuffle out
excuses an important part of the
duty of the state legal officials seems
to be to supply precedents torfor inaction
the county officials have no author-
ity beyond a few ill paid or unpaid
deputies or a posse who propose to take
no risks to back them and like their
superiors are hampered by the fear otof
losing votes or office

in case of any angeneraleral disturbance
and the signs point to such at no very

distant date it looks as itif the con-
testantste will make a claim of each being
the representatives of lawjaw and order
this being the line hithithertoherto adopted 01

late the government power itif not
absolutely divided in will have
to setact raM a partisanpart isaB otof one sidebide or the
other anuand this with little force to back
it anaa the regular army tois weak and
scattered and the militia or local
corps composed of cicitizeni will natur-
ally adopt the side most to their advan-
tagetage

the situation isin a very curious one
and interesting development may be
expected sooner or later

american citizens of the better class
as is well keown generally lake no
interest active at least in public
affairafiairs the baser elements or foreign

population have practically full con-
trol a d a glance at the large cities at
allail eventsv ats will demonstrate thisthie the
country districts are following suit
the country laIs honeycombed with
secret societies and this in soBO con-
glomerate a society is in itself an ele-
mont

ele-
ment of great cadger amid so many
conflicting there are rollreli
bious elements also at work whose
interests are not conducive to the
welfare of a republic the anarchists
are espeespeciallychally dangerous asan it needs a
concentrated and powerful govern-
ment to deal with them and here
such does not exist

an election is becoming more and
more to be a signal for arranging the
different nationalities under their re
spec tive flfi goage to vote for their own
peculiar interests formerly it was
Mmainly the irish or german vote
now it is beginning to be the italian
scandinavian polish mexican or
others as well antiand self interest as-
sures every effort being made to keep
each nationality segregated a pro-
cedure entirely opposed to american
institutions

the public school system broadly
speakingspeakins tois a failure due mainly to a
want of proper supervision ana the
assumption that the people will look
alter their own interests butbill what is
everybodyPs business is nobnobu odysdyle
these schools do not educate generally
at least in the country most of the
children acquire a feeble knowledge of
reading andana writing which in the
hard struggle for existence comcommenc-
ing

meno
early is forgotteniten or turned to no

practical account tb mass of ibe
people get both their relireligionkion and po-
litico secondsecondhandhand and usually iromfrom
incompetent and interested sources

A large proportion of the yung peo-
ple have grown up practically with
no religion and no education statisstalls
ties assert this and observation con-
firms the truth A return shows that
out of seven million young meumen in the
united states 75 per cent never
attend church at ailsall 9695 per cent belong
to no church and 97 per cent do
nothing to further the spread of
christianity 67 per cent orof every
hundred crimin are young men
and they are the chief patrons of the
saloon the gamgamblinggamblinblit g house and worse
places

the death rate steal lilyily increases
from fourteen to ttv euty five years of
age

robert ingersollIngenoll is the prophet of the


