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not have compassion upon the son of
ber womb? 'Yen, she may forget, but
1 will not forget Zion. I have en-
graven her name upon the palms of
my hands; her walls are continually
hefore me.”’

What I want this congregation to
believe is that God reigns and not
man. I want you to understand
that the history of this earth is

there was an organized ecclesiastical
order of both true nnd false worship
among the Jaredites is shown from
the record, for *There frequently
came prophets in the land crying
repentance unto them.” It is also
shown that they had among them
wicked and seeret combinations,
copied from olden times, “Even
from the time of Cain.>> The

alrendy written; that it exists in the | characterand aims of these wicked

archives of eternity as n prophecy,
and that we with all our free agency
and volltion, our boasted freedom
and Independence, are but retracing
the charncters that glitter on the
eternal page, I want you to sce that
man’s highest duty and greatest
privilege is to glorify the God who
made himj and as the moon and
atars retlect the light of the sun, so
ghould man, ro dees man, reflect the
glory of God, the 8un of Righteous-
ness.  And if I have sajd anything
that will cause you to carry home
this impression, my humble desire
will be more than gratified; for I
speak for your welfare in the naome of
Jesus Chweist, and, I trust, unto
the bhono and the glory of cur Gotl.

At the elose of the lecture a most
hearty vote of thanks was accorded
Bishop Whitney for his Interesting
and instructive address.

UNWITTING WITNESSES.

Iv.

An to the requirement of an “es-
tablished Priesthood,’? the remark
applies, of course, to the sucond, as
woll as to the flrst colony of settlers
on American soil. The history
given in the Book of Mormen of
the social and religious status of the
Jaredites Is very meagre and frag-
mentary. This is necessarfly the
ease, 18 in that volume the annals of
fouttoen centurier are comprised
within thespace of 138 pnges, and
some incidental referenees; still
there is suflicient evidence. even in
this abridged register, to mect the
Maryuls? requirement.

institutions consisted of “secret
plans, oaths and conspiracies to com-
mit murder, to obtain kingdoms and
great glory.” 8ev Book of Mormon,
page 586, 8th ebapter of Ether.

That these institutions were of a
priestly or sacredotal character Is
plain from the fact that such offices
are mentioned often; and one—a
high priest—was a regicide. In the
latter decllne of the nation, Gilead,
a warlike and ambiltious king,
usurped the the throne of Corian-
tumr. ““And it came to pass that
his high priest murdercd him as he
sat upon the throne.” {Book of
Mormon, page 608.) "

Besides these evidences of an or-
ganized Priesthood, there are refer-
ences to Idolatry buing practiced; a
practice inseparable from such an
established order. But when we
come to speak of the Noephites, the
evidences upon this point will be
atill more conclusive.

The charge of fraud made by un-
informed and prejudiced persons,
upon the Book of Mormon record, is
lacking In reasonableness, It is
sixty years since Joseph Smith was
engaged In translating the plates.
All the discoverics tending to prove
the antiquity, works and civiliza-
tion of the native Americans, and
which have electrified the scientific
world, bave been published since
that date. The works published by
Baneroft, Max Muller, Humbokit,
and others, written previous to that
date, do not contain accounts of
those discoveries. Those writers
trented of the probahle origin, class-
es, manners, languages, efc., of the
present tribes of redmen; but there

The American mound and Lumplcl was pothing sent out to the worid

builders were moved by a powerful { before i827—the date
religious motive. It was this potent |

devotlonal feeling that Influenced
Jared and his brother and friends
to move away from the asso-
clation and Influenee of the Impious
Tower Buoilders and migrate to
another country. A service of
pious dedication of themselves to
Gol was their first act on Innding.
That this deep interest in sacred
matters was perpetunted I8 certain
from the numerous allusions to re-
ligion thronghout the history. That

that the
Prophet recelved the plates—that
could have furnished him the datn
which his translation contains; and
if there had been materials in liter-
ary form from which a fctitious
fabric ¢ould have been formed, he
was in no way qualified for such a
work. Joseph was neither educated
nor of n romantic trend of mind.
He was only twenty-two when he
wis engnged upon his inspired com-
mission. Up to this period he was
a humble farm-laberer; living in an
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obecure village, far away from
libraries and centers of liternture.

The notion that this work is a
romance or fabrication of impos-
ture is foolish and absurd. All the
elements of fraud, and all incen-
tives to impose on anyone are ab-
sent, both in publishing the Book of
Mormon, and in the subsequent
carcer of the translator. Like the
Savior and the apostles of old, at
the very comunencement of his di-
vinely appointed eareer, lie enteretl
the deep wnters of persecutive tribu-
lation. Fifty times, save one, he
was enlled before prosecuting tri-
bunals; and fifty times, save one, he
was acquitted. And when he was
npon his way to the fatal goal at
Cnrthage, heremarked to his friends
—Lo kis fricnds—1 am going like n
lamb to the slanghter; but I am as
calm as a summer’s morning.” Is
this the deportment, is this the
language ot an impostor?

No #ne, ilevoid of prophetie and
supernatural gifts, could have writ-
ten the Book of Mormon, or matter
whiech harmonizeg so completely
with the present nspeet of the In-
dian races, and the ancient rulns
that cover the face of the country.
He must have been acquainted
with, not only all that had been dis-
covered up to 1827, but aiso with all
the startling revenlments made
since.

Muller declares that philology is
the chief handmaid of archeelogi-
cal science; nnd that it has con-
tributed more than any other agent
to the sucecess of ethnologieal re
senrches. The remark was made
with special reference to the antiq-
ulties of the “0ld World;?* hut it Is
just ns true of the “New.”” Lan-
guage, by which is meant the means
adopted by indjviduals, and com-
munities of individuals, to express
their thoughts, feelings, desires or
Information, is not an arbitrary and
inflexible provision or structure,
which, like a stone monunient, re-
mains without inherent power to
bend or change ifsclf, Languages are
liable to continual change. As the
human features alter by growth
and development of the frame, 8o
also does the lanngusge of a people
change by the circumstances and
vicissitiides that attend their eareer.
If the career of the mice-is pro-
gressive and leads to prosperity,
their fanguage will accompany their
growth and improvement, and as-
sime the features of refinement,
beauty and elegance. But if the
coursc of a people is retrogressice
and declining, their language will
loose its healthy vigor,its ornaments



