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were all urged wpon the Baints in a
kind yet powerful mannper.

The Baints were nlso instructed to
ohserve the change lately arranged by
the First Presidency coocernlog the
fast day, as well as to sllow the Buo-
day schools to hold thelr regular ses-
-slons unlnterrzpted,

The genera)l and Blake anthorities
weresustalned by the unanimons vote
of the conlerence.

Reports of the Bishops showed that
the people of the entire Btake were in
a fair conditlon, hoth epirjtuslly and
temporally, L. M, BAVAQGE,

Clerk of Conterence.

SECRETARY FRANCIS'S {REPORT.

An advance copy of the rerort of
the secretary of the tinterior, Hon. D,
R, Fraocis, 1p at hand, It 18 a com-
prehenej ve documeut,

Oo the eubject of irrigntion he says
in parl;

I onn pot too urgently Imprese
upon Congress the necessity for legle-
lation upon the rubject of the reclama-
tlon and disposal of lande within the
arid region. When it is considered
that flve-sixthe of the vacant public
landas iiv within 8 reglon wnere the
raintall is not suffiplent to produce
agricultural cropa without artifiotal ir-
rigation, that s compsaratively emall
per cent ol this territory oan be utilized
by resson of the Jimited supply of the
waler fubjeot Lo control, aud that ex-
isting laws are ineffective to regure the
reciamation of the Jandm susceptihle of
irrigation. thedemand for congreesion-
al actior comes to us with irresisiible
torce. It 18 assumed ny persons {amil-
{ar with the eubject that of the
£00,000,000 aorer of arid lande, sbout
100,000,000 acres might be reclalmed
by the most coneervative use of the
watar and by the judicious sejection of
the Jands to be lrrigﬂted. But nuiess
some pian is adopted ‘‘by which the
waters of the parenniai streams which
aro wanted during the widter montts
could be stored and Treservoirs cono-
structed upoo appropriate sites to
impound the storm waters,”” the rer-
cenlege would be very much reduced,

It s impoerible under the laws Dow
In operation, to control the reclsma-
tion of Iands in the arid region so ae to
prevent lhe fmprovident uae of water
over whish tbe general government
bay no eoontrols This can only he ac-
compliehed by a systemm which con-
templales the reclamation of the en-
tire territories Irom A common source
of pupp!y and the wutllization of that
snopply.”

The tollowing fnformetion coucers-
ing Uteb is Incorporated in the report!

“The teport of Caleh W, Weat, late
goveroor of Utah Territory, covers the
1Taoctional part of the year 1885 from
thedste of his laat report up to the
admistlou of the Territory into the
Unlon of Blates, on the 4th duy of
January, 1896, and the inauguration
and inetailation of the Governor and
other Btate officers Lwo days Jater,

“The season of 1895 hrought good
crops to (he farmers, an ordinary
volume of burineas to the merchants,
and, conejderiog the continued Hoan-
olal depressjon all over the Union, a
fairly good output (rom tbhe minee.
The- population steadlly Increases,
eduaeational Iscllitlea improve, and
statebood haos brought the different

rects and ocreeds Into a much closer re
lation fo ench other and the Biate than
ever before.

‘'The all absorhlng topic among the
peopie. was the campslgn, which in-
volved pot only the aaoption of the
Btate Conatitutlon, hut ths election of
all the Btate officare, & congrespanp,
and a legislature goutrged with tue
duty of eleoling two Unlted Blates
Benutore, The result showed the
adoptien of the Btate Constitation by »
vote of 31,806, while but 7,687 votes
were cast axmnst it. Upon the certifi-
catlon of the [scte t0 the Presigent o!
tbe United Btater, and his tntimation
that if the Constitution complied with
the requiremente of the enabling act
he would iesue the proclamation ot ad.
mifslon on January 4,extensive prepar-
atione Were made for the Inaugura)
ceremonies, Asthe Constitation pro-
vided that the Btate officers should
enter upon Lhelr duties on the Monday
lollowing the date of admission, It be-
carne neceasary for the ‘Territorial
officiale to contloiue in office, as pro-
vided in the enabling act, uatil that
day.

“On Batordsy, Japosry 4, 1896, at
about 11 o’cleok in the morning, the
telegraph brought the word that at
10:03 s, m., Washington time ¢8:08 a. m.,
Balt Lake Clty time },thePresident hud
algned the prociamation admitting
Utab ioto the unlon of eatates, The
national sslute wae flreo, fiags were
boieted, boeiness was generally sue-
pended,and the people contented them-
welves with general heartfeit refoic-
log.

¢On Monday, January 6, 1886, altler
imporing ceremonies, the new Biate
- flleera wepe duly lnetalled in office.
Immediately thereafter. the Biate Lieg-~
islature met and organized, the Hu-
preme gourt and district courte began
to tranaact business, snd the new Btate
government wae ln perfect operationin
all ite departments.®

©“The Uncompahgre Indian reserva.
tlon has been the subject of contiuuved
discuesfon in the department as well as
in the balle of Congress during the
past three yenre or more.

“The Uncompahgre Utes of Colo-
rado, by sn sgreement made with the
Ute tribe, and rstifled hy Congress
Jane 15, 1880, were removed from their
repervation in that state toJande in
Utab set apart Irom the poblic domain
by executive proclamsilon for their
use, Bubsequentiy deposits of *“gil.
aonite® or asphaltum wure discovered
in psylng quoantities within the
boundaries of the reservation, and ep-
plication wae miade to the department
to throw the snme open lo entry. The
agreement of 1880 provided thut a sul.
ficlen! rum, or its equivalent In bonds
of the United Biales, be set aside (say,
$1,250,000) In the treasury of Lhe
United Stiates, which, at 4 per ceni
interest would anouslly ylela
$50,000 for the beneflt of the
Utes ue part conslderatlon or compensa-
tion for the Qolorado lands relin.
gulshed by them, It was estimated
tonatthe area of there Colorado Jand
wae 1n excera of 10,000,000 acres, The
agreement further provided, ae an ad-
ditionsl ooneideration for these lands,
that the Uncompabgres should be
given agricultural lands on the banks
of the Grand or Quowuison river in
Colorado, or in the Territory of Utah,
The Uocompahgres were gemoved lo

*

the Jast named reection spd are now
focated there. .

“The Indlan appropristios aot of
August 15, 1894, provided in rections
20, 21 and 22 tbat agricuitoral land
vhould be allotted in severalty to the
Upcompehgre Indlane, but that they
shonld be reguired to pay $1.25 per
acre for the same, A commission was
appointed to allot the lands, apd was
instructed to totorin the secretsy ofthe
fnterior what portion of the Uncompab-
grereservation inUtab was not required
for allotment or was unfit for =agri-
ouitaral uses,’in order that the same
might be reatored to the public domain
and opened for settlement, That com-
missjon wos duty appointed, but bhad
difficulty ino fioding sufficlent agri-
cultura] lands within (he reservation
to meke the allotmente and was totally
worucceseful In pereosding the Un-
oomifahgres to agree to pay $1.25 per
aote lor Lhe same,

]t appears [rom an examioation of
the agreement of 1880 that ‘the
Colorado land relinguished by the
Utes was to he aold for thelr beneflt
and the prooeeds to be applied, Arst, 0
relnbureing the government for the
e¢expenee incurred in removing the
Iouisns from the reservation to the
Jande serigned them and for the farm-
ing implements [(urnjshed them;
second, to relmburee the government
jor the 31,260,000 above men-
tonea; third, to puying the gov-
ernment $1.26 per aore tlor the
agriculiurs! lspus saljotted to them;
fourth, the remainder as s trust
fond for the Utes, to be held by the
goveroment, The charge of $1.26 per
ucre, theretore, for the agriculiarsal
lunde allotied is not to he pald by the
Indisns until suffictent money 18
tealized from ths sule of their Colorado
lands to permit such payment witbhoot
interiering with their trus fupnd of
$1,250,000, bearing 4 per cent jotsrest.

U The commirsion seot to negollate
with the Uvcompahgres seeme nol Lo
have upuerstood the terms of the
agreement of 1880, ma in ite report it fa
sinted that the Uncom psbgresduci ned
to pay $1.25 per acre for their new
lapds because they bad eold thelr for-
mer lande, which were of hetter qual-
iLy, to the goveroment at 124 cenls per
uore. If the Indians uoderstood that
$1.25 per acre [or the new lands aljotted
them was to be taken out of thelr
interest-bearing truet fnind, they were
justified fo deciining ko accept suob m
proposition, as tne sagreement oclearly
atipuiates that the trust fund la s per-
msnent one from which the Inudiaus
shall receive $50,000 per aonum [or-
aver.

sThe records of the !land office give
the Colorado Jands relinguished by the
Uten ae containing 12,467,200 acree. OF
this 698,086 67 noren have been eold,
realiz ng $1,328,870.10. Thue ocvat of
removing and settlitng the Ules and
providing agricultural implemente,
bulldinge, stock, eto.,, was $429 557.25.
Consequently $1,679,6567.25 must be
realized ffom the sale of the Colorado
lande belore the Uncompabgre Utes
can be reqguired to pay $1.256 per sore
for the Jands allotted them and to pay
§1.26 therefor when asufficient shall
have heen renlized out of the sale of
their Colorado landa to permit such &
payment without Interfering with
tbheir traet fund.

“"The commnission segregated from



