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BIG VESSELS OF THE ANCIENTS.

We moderns are justly proud of
the wonderful and magnificent
specimens of mnaval architecture
that crowd ihe great ports of the
world, If there ie anything new
under the guu, a first-class ocean
steamer, it is believed, is that rarity.
In our conceit we recall only the
galleys aud trirenies of the ancients,
thuat scarce ever ventured beyon
the coast Jine, and tbe small barks
in which Columbus and those that
followed him conguered the new
world, and gave commeree its great-
est fBeld. But the ancients built
many goodiy sized crafis, and
made luxury a study oo some of
them.

That much controverted craft, the
ark, is an example of bigness. Her
tonnage ie estimated at about 15,000
tons, smaller, it is true, than that of
the Great Egstern. No less an au-
thority thau Lindeay thinks ttat
she wus simply a ratt of stupendous
size, havipyg upon it & atructure re-
sembling a huge warehouse. As no
means of propulsiou were necessary,
this description may be correct. The
cargo, however, was unique, and
probably the largest and most valu-
uble ever carried.

The desceiption of the ark, as
given in the Seriptures, makes the
vesgel about 450 feet in length, 75
feet in breadth, and 456 feet in depth
—sproportions similar to those now
in use today for great vessels. But
.as the agnoustic is nvt sure that this
lifeboat of the humau rzce ever ex-
Jsted, and as the materialist is sure
she never wns buils, let us take for
example of- big ancieul vessels some
other craft vouched for upon the
authority of profane sod not sacred
writers. The Egyptians, fond of
larze things and big dimensions,
made the big tonuage vessels of an-
cient btimes, .

Ptolemy (Philopater) would
have appreciateJ the Great Eastern.
He was fond of building big boats,
One of these iz said to have been 420
feet loug, 57 feet broad, and 72 feet
deep from the bighest point of the
stern. This vessel had four rudders,
or what spme would call steering
oars, as they were not fastened,
each 45 feet long. She carried 4000
rowess, besides 3000 maricers, a
large body of servants under ber
decks, and stores and provisions.
Her oars were 57 feat long, and the
handles were weighted with lead.
There were 2000 rowers on a aide,
aud it is rupposed that these
were divided into five banks. That
thie extraordinary vesselever putto
pes I8 doubted, but that she wag
launched and used at times, if only
for dieplay, several historians are
agreed,

Another ship, the Thalamegus,
built for (ne of the Ptolemies, is
paid to have been 300 feet lony, 40
feet broad, and 40 feet deep. This
was a (ar more magnificent vessel
than any previous one. An Alex-
andrian historian, Catlixenus, ip
describing her, apeaks of her having
colonnajes, marble stairs and gar-

dens. Amnother great vessel, histori-
eal by reason of its size, 1s one built
by Hiero, King of Byracuse. Her

dimensions ure estimated to be large

from fthe deseription of her cargo,
and the number of her decks and
honges. Bhe is supposed to have
been sheathed with. lead, and ae-
complished at least one successful
Lrip.

A full description of her would
resd somewhat Jike that of one of
our Long Island Sound or Hudsin
River steamboats. Bhe had three
entrances. the lowest leading to the
hoid,the second to the eating rooms,
and the third was appropriated to
the soldiers. There were thirty
rooms, each having four couches,
fur the soldjers} there were fifteen
couches in the sailors’ upper room,
and there were three more cabins,
each bavipg three couches. The
floors of all these rooms were laid in
stone mosaic work. ‘There was also
a temple of (fiepres, inlaid with
ivory and dedicdted to Venus. The
mainmast was composed of a single
tree, and the wvessel carried four
wooden and eight iron anchors. .

As a freight carrier she would
rival the Iargest of our ouean
tramps. LIt is recorded thut one or
two of the launches belonging to
her would carry about eighty tons,
This vessel is said to have carried
60,000 measures of corn, 10.000
jars of Hicilian salt fish, 20,000 tal-
ents’ weight of wool, and of other
cargo 20,000 taleuts, all of which
was in addition to the provision re-
quired for thecrew.”” These are the
notably big vessels of ancient times,
but the aupposition is that, as rulers,
whether king or people, were as
emulous in those days as these,
other big craft were also built.
From the foregoing deseriptiou the
thought is suggested that the first
designers of our owp river steam-
boats may have heard of the Egyp-
tian and Syra-usan. vessels and
taken a hiot from them in building
floating palaces.— Maritime Jegis-
ter.

ST. JOHNS QUARTERLY CON-
FERENCE.

The quarierly conferehice of the
3t. Johus Btake of Zlou convened
at 8t. Johns at 10 a.m. December 7.
Present on the stand: President
David K. Udall, Counselors Elijah
N. Freeman and William H. Gib-
hoos; members of the High Couucil,
Bishops of most of the wards, and
Elders from various parts of the
Stake. The President’s report
showed the Btake to be generally in
n healthy and prosperous cendition.
Bpiritually the Baints are feeling
well.

The Bishops,with two exceptions,
reported fairly good crops and the
RBaints ars feeling and doing well.
in the Alpine and Heber wards
there has been such a heavy rainfall
that a great deal of the grain
gprouted la the shock, thereby ren-
dering it almost worthless, and hay
that was cut lay upon the ground
and rotted.

The principal subjeets dweit upon
by the speakers were prayer, the
proper careand training of children,
the necessity of seeking to under-
stand the power and authority of the
Priesthood, the proper training and
education of our children, and the
necessity of so llving that we may

—

enjoy the Holy Bpirit at all times.
Although the weather was quite
stormy, there were crowded meet-
ings.

On Sunday afternoon the general
and Biake authorities were present-
ed and nnanimously sustained. The
qu .rterly statistical report was also
read, which showed increasing
numbers.

Wethink the tide is turning in
our favor, and by means of reser-
vuits now in progress we expect to
have plenty of water.

BAMUEL D. MOORE,
Btake Clerk,

—

IN THF SHADOWS.

We find in the sprightly little organ® of
the Canocists. Sail and Paddle this gem,
whirh is credited by the London Academy
to Songe of the Great Dominion. The author
ia said to be the cultivated danghter of an
Indian chier, which lends an added interest
ta the charming song.

1 am sailing to the leeward,
where the current runs io seawuard
Soft and slow;
Where the sleeping river-grasses
Brush my paddle as it passes
Too and fro.

O tho shore the heat is shaking
All the gotden sands awuking
In the cove;
And the quaint sand-piper winging
O’er the shallows, ceases singing
When I move.

On the water’s ldle pillow

Slceps the overhanging willow,
Grecen and cool;

Where the rushes IIft their burniehed

Oval heads from out the tarnished
Emeruld pool.

Where the very water slumbers
Watcr-lilies grow in numbers,
Pnro nnd pale;
Ali the morning they have rested,
Amber-crowned and pearly creasicd—
Fair and frail.

Hecere impossible romances,

Indefinabiec rweat fancies,
Cluster round;

But they do not mar the sweetess

Of this still 3eptember llcetness
With a sound.

I can searce discern the moating

Of the shoreand stream retreating
20 remote;

For the laggard river, dozing,

Only wakes from its reposing
Whare I float.

Where the river nilsts are rising,
All the fonage baptizing

With their spray;
There the san gleams far and faintly
\Vith a shadow soft and suintly

In its ray.

And the perfume of sgome burning

Eur-off hrushwood, ever turnlng
To exhale;

All ita smoky fragrance dying

In the arms ef evening lyiog
Where T eall.

MY canoe 15 growing lazy

In the aimosphere s0 hazy,
While I dream;

Half ip slumber T am gniding

Eastward, indistinetly gliding
Lown the stream.



