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editorials
IT IS UTAH IT IS NOT UTAH

tirTHE territories chabo under teterniterriari
toabrialrlaI1 tuttutelageelade the inhabitants of
the territerritoriestories are not well ppleas-
ed

leakleai
because they have not the fullmil

rights and privileges of amerleanamerican
citizens they cannot deesee any
good and sufficientcleat reasonrenson why a
citizen in a territory is notnob praati
Padlycallypolyoly as completely a citizen agas is a
citizen in a state and why the
former class of citizens are
od onodiori an equal footing with thothetho
lailatteriattertueltWelclassi of citizens and abloallowedwed
the enjoymentenjoymentmint of equal rightrightss with
them v

this subject the people of the
territories cannot refrain from agi-
tating particularly aaas this is18 a much
vvauntedan nfed land of equal rignightsrightslits and
the dominant party prides itself
specially upon its legislation to 1inI
gureauresure equal rights to all classes of

1

its citizensns
the montana papers have been

agitating this subject of late and
in a recent article republished in
the NEWS of monday lastlist the
newmcwnew northwestnorth west is kind enough to
say that one of thiethe greagreatesttest diffi-
culties in the way off idecuringsecuring
more liberalizedliberalized governments for
the territories is utah that thibthe
marriage customs and otherothen theolo
cical politywilty which prevail iiiin utah
adversely affect thisthia and all other
territories

while we must admit that this
acknowledgment of widespread

may flattering to the
vanity of the utah people if they
have any we do not see whywily tilethe
religion of the people herboughhere oughtought to
have any influence upon congress
in relation to its action towards
this or any other territory

let us go down to the bed rock of
the subject marriage ia a religious
institution with most if not all re-
ligious peoplepegie may eoncon-
sider marriage merelmerelyy a chivciviliiiilinsti
aution but Cobcoucongressglessgress can never
cause religious people to regard it
in that tight and it is not within
the province of congress to dedeclareclaieclale
what is and what is not religion
what citizens shall accept as parts
of their religion and what they
shall reject from such classification
of belief and practice cogCohcongresscressgress
would be perfectly powerless to
convince a devout romankoman catholic
that marriage is not a religious
sacrament or that a life of priestly
celibacy or vestal virginity is not a
great religious virtue equally fu-
tile would it be for congress to en-
deavor to convince a devout lauerlafter
day saint and some other religious
devotees that a plurality of wives
is not a part of religion and inn
many instances a solemn religious
duty and a high religious virtue

religion is a matter between man
and his maker not between con-
gress and a citizen or a resident
the constitution espreexpresslyasly and
emphatically provides that con-
gress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exercise there
of this is in accordance with
the whole genius of american libjib
erty therefore congress liashas not
the slightest jjustificationcationcatlon in legis-
lating concerning religious mat-
ters either in utah or anywhere
else either concerning mor
mons or methodists or0r roman
catholics or any other bbody0dy of re

bismarck in accord-
ance with the old iron rule of
prussia may as he is rereportedparted to
have done strictly forbid catholic
teachersteatenchenschera to have prayers or hold
services with regard to eccle-
siasticalsias policy but such guguber-
natorial

er-
natmatororiallailal supervision is entirelyentirely
foreignfo eign to thep irit of americanA erleri n
gogovernment and it would bebo really
revolutionary in Concongressgrep to at-
tempt anything of the kind on
ttaotaetietle other liandhand the reasoning is as
fair as can be that ifit congress can
mkeake no law concerning religion or
Rprohibitingrahirahlbiting its free exercise thatodybody is equally unjustified in refus-
ing equitable and liberal legislation
or legislation of any kind merely
because ofbf the religious faith or
practice of any portion of the com-
munity ocor any number oftf citizens
the statstatementgentment of our montana con-
temporary that mormonism is
the cause of the hesitation of con-
gress to legislate more liberally con-
cerning the territories may or may
not bobe true but it is absolutely true

that congress has bothotb 0t a tiftjit ie10 of
constitutional for any
suchauch hesitancy that boilybolyholy liasfias no

in that
and etheethotaiotiie pleapiea that ututahaeils

i

is
the lionilon in theahe way fallsfalis to wethe
frondground beingbeing utterly untenable
thorh real lionilon10 in the way isii not
utah but something elseelge

UTAH AND territorial
MATTERS

YESTERDAY we endeavored to an-
swer thohe complaint of a momontana
paperydaperl tiletiie neonewadew nortnorf inestwest thatthait
utah or rather Mormonisminiinnlri
uautahtalltali was the cabcahcausee ofodthethe hesi-
tancy of0 congressangress in legislating
moromore

I1
liberally towardstOWArdeldEi tilethe
showing that tiletho causechuse thus

alleged cashotwas not
t
a justifiable cause

for any such hesitancy Wwee mean
that it mayor may not boba true that
congress hashis refused legislation of
that kind because of the peculiar
religious practices of the ildrmor
mons iain utah but we hold that
congress has nd right to makeinake
those religious practices or theibe re-
ligious practice of any otherlothers body
a cause for suchbuch legislation
for thelile ample reason that religion
isis apt aching which comes

I1
within

I1

the constitutional cognizanceI
1

ofor
congress as for legislalegislationtio0
or AS affecting legislalegislationtlon except to
be lotteletteloft entirelyirelynely alone 1

we proceed to answer ouourr north
ern contemporary a littfe maremore
fully aejhand ihusulus take note of some
of its statements

1 that the laws of the united
states conflictconflict withwilh certain prac-
tices of the mormon church

we know of only one ja off this
kind the anti polygamy lawjaw of
1862 if congress had not mmadeadeadb
this lawtherslaw therethero would havhavee been nodo
such conflict and the proper waywhy
to end it would be fotfor Concongressiress to
repeal jiejletiethe law and that for a veryviry
good reasonreason because the law is
clearly unconstitutional being a
law forbidding certacertainlu relious9
practiceseb with which congress
rightlylightly has jiojaonothingthinglhing whatever to
dotio if congress were to enactsenact iatl
law prohibiting baptism 3 would
ananybodyybody jn his senses expect the
baptists to obey that law iono
it would be the duty of congress to
repeal that uunconstitutionalconstitutionn rulfil lawjaw
arndarid not the duty of the baptistbaptists toid
renounce the cerecerpceremonyMony
of baptism because of the laithelawjaw the
wrong thetho crime would bedine
law not in the religious actapt

i 1

a2 theseege practices of4 thethet 11 mor
church dryana violations of civ-

ilization
I1

thethenn IS the bible a violation bf
civilization for plural 1 xumarriagearriagearriago
waswag undoubtedly a biblical
tice nowhere condemned but ex-
pressly provided forjor therein if
civilization is not in accord with
thothe bible then civilization mmustast
be unscriptural Gengentile heathen-
ish barbarous then this modern
civilization must be a bastard civ-
ilization a spurious civilization a
bogus civilcivilizationbation for the civiliza-
tion of prophets uapostlesastles and holy
men nudand women agodof god the civil-
ization of the gospel of christ the
civilization that emanates from
heaven it must be conceded is the
only genuine civilization and
there is nothing better established
in biblical history than the fact
that a plurality of wives was a por-
tion of the law and will of heaven
to the people

3 these violations of civilization
can claim no constitutional protec-
tion

wewo yesterday biliEilibillowedallowedowed that reli-
gious faith and practice had full
constitutional protprotectioneption and that
congress constitutionally had no-
thing whatever to do with them
we need not enlarge further upon
this liolpointhitfit

4 the existence and mainten-
ance of polygamy and thetho unity of
church and state in utah success-
fully counteract the administration
of the federal governgovernmentmen V here

so80 much the worse for the fed-
eral government if xereligionligion coun-
teracts its administration with
marriage as a religious institution
the federal government has no con-
stitutional right of contcontroversyroversy As
tojo a unity of church and state or
in other wordia blendinga of spirit

falbalua and termtern at matters whatwb it has
congress to do with that has
congress any right to deninedefine the
line between spiritual and tempo
ral things hishas congress the
right to forbid a mans religion
from giving color and complexion
to his businessbubines his politics his
everyday actsnets sichethe poet says and
says well

I1

Rellrelireligionglongion is lef concern
of mortals herebere below

weve believe ifit is according to na-
tural law that thejhb chief things over-
shadow8 and havehavle effect upon the
things which are subordinate and
afy lesser importance weyve agrenotare not
enamored of what have of late been
termede ed somewhat sarcastically
I1 I1rhchristianast1st lanian ptastatesmen neither do
we kriokiloknoww how it may be with theyX jf wi but we have an idea
that therethero areaard large number of
congressmen as well as other citi-
zens who would be much better
meninerk andund citizenscitliensilens if their daily
course whether in politics or ailyany
otherothen business ave undeniable
evidence that refireilreligiongion pure and
undefiled was their chietchief concern
and was manifestly held by them
to be the paramount consideration
on week days as well as sundays
in the hailsballs of congress or in the
rooms of the store or office as well
aaas in the church or chapel

i if
there had been sufficientsumsufficieficlent of this
overshadowingovershadow ingallailaliall pervading genu-
ine religion we should have heard
less of baekback pay stealing salary
grabbing credit brib-
ery and pacific mail investigation

56 where the laws of the united
states conflict with the practices of
thotheeno actmormonlormon church the united
states authority has been set at de-
fiance I1 I1

wedove do not know of any defiance
in the mormon church of the
united states the
ticeticeenof plural marriage is followed
in obedience to a sincere convic-
tion that it is the will of heaven
and not in defiance ofor the authori-
ty of tilethe united states polygamy
was pmpracticed in utah as a religious
order fifteen years or BOso before con
gres made any law upon the mat-
ter it is the truth to
saypay that the larlayr in question was
made in dedefianceflance 0off the AAIformenormen
religion and of the federal constitu-
tion we do not suppose that one
polygamist in a hundred ever
thinksthin s ofor the united states or its
authority much less of defyingdefying
either when he engages in that
order of marriage it is wholly a
religious act of the highest and

character it is done
as unto the lord the supreme
ruler of heaven and earth as in
accordance hisbis mind and will
andano law and command and there-
fore any such infinitely lesser and
altogetheraltogether irrelevant consideration
aaAs deflancedefiance of the authority of the

i united states is entirely out of the
question beshbesideslesitisit is very diff-
icult to discover how the authority
of the united states can be defied
in a matter wherein its own con-
stitutionution which is the supreme law
of the land does not recognize that
it has any authority to be either
respected or defied

60 conCoucongressoresscress will not enlarge the
organic privileges of the utah peo-
ple until polygamy shall have been
discontinued and the federal au-
thority recognized and obeyed as
in other territories

we are not responsible for what
congress will por will not do the
responsibility rests with itself

we do not know when polygamy
will be discontinued or whether it
ever will be it always liashas existed
it prevails with four fifths of the
human race todayto day and we are in-
clined to think that it always will
prevail in fact we soberly believe
it iais a true and eternal principle
we do not think any genuine

mormon would abandon it to
please the united states or any
other body of people for any one
who would so repudiate any prin-
ciple of his religion would prove
that he had not the root of the
matter in him and that he did not
believe that it was better to obey
god than man

we are glad to learn that other
territories obeyaey the laws both in
letter and spirit we hope they
will continueini n well doingdong anand
not weary i anxa due time they will
reap if theyTaint not meanwhile
I1if we were people that laid wagers
we would wager chatas an orderly
law abiding territory utah with
all her faults stands in the very
front rank of all the territories
though she does not wish to boast
about it

7 utah would have to be speci-
ally excepted from liberal legisla-
tion

we are getting used to that
but we cannot helpheip it utah will
be known as the great excepted by
and by after that shesho may be-
come the great accepted the ex-
cepted first and the accepted
afterward the stone that the
builders rejected afterward became
the head of the corner if we mumustst
be the objects of stingy illiberal
legislation so be it all is well
that ends wellweil these light afflic-
tions etc readbead the scriptures
for they testify of us and particu-
larly of the principles we advo-
cate

8 utah is a great if not the
greatest and insuperable obstacle
in the way of the other territories
procuring their just deserts

if it is so sorry we are for it but
we have a dim recollection of a
certain lamb down the stream be-
ing the alleged great and Juinsuper-
able

super
obstacle to a certain wolf up

the stream obtaining a drink of
pure water however never mind
we do not wish to stand in any
bodyblodys waysway we came a thousand
miles into the trackless desert that
we might be out of
way and our territorial neighbors
ifir we are now in their way are at
perfect liberty to travel just as
far or further away from usu
that we may continue to be out of
their way

9 the people of montana know
that in utah is de-
trimentaltri to all the Territerritoriestories

again we are sorry very sorry
it is really regrettable that any
mans religion should be a detri-
ment to him or his neighbors nearsear
or remote religion wwasas designeddeigned
for a help not a detriment

10 in the territories there is re-
cognition of the fact that thothe saint-
ly sinners of salt lake bar our
progress and liberties that is the
progress and liberties of thothe other
territories

weW have no undue sympathy for
saintly sinnerspinners either of salt lake
or montana or anywhere else none
whatever on the contrary we
hold them righteously in abhor-
rence does the JV JN IV mean
the rascally carpetbaggercarpet bagger ring
they are the greatest sinners at
saltbalt lake by far

11 polygamy is a vile dreg of
barbarism

this is only a borrowed botten
plank from anau old political plat-
form too stale an idea too anti-
quated for further consideration i

12 we know polygamypolygamy is in ab-
solute and wicked violation of the
laws of the territory of utah

indeed how which when
where point out the indentin leilicil
laws so violated

13 it is in similar violation of
the commandment of the morrMorinoilnori

biblebibly
Is it we have read the bible

from our youth up and have never
seen where that violation comes
in the Amormonformon bible Is the
christian bibiebible does our montana
friend mean the book of mormon
if so has liehe ever read it has he
ever seen it certainly he has
never read it attentively

14 the confiding simple easily
gulled followers of brigham young
accepted plurality bff wives because
he wanted and had taken another
woman

did they this will be news to
them and nonsense too

15 iff the NEWS wishes to do
light and help the territories to
fuller civil liberties it should dis-
own polygamy profess fealty to thetiie
united states faithfully and pat-
riotically obey and support the laws
of the land and suggest to con-
gress the best method of disposing
of great sin

the NEWS does wish to do nightright
and if it can help the territories
to fuller civil liberties but to dis-
own marriage of any legitimate
kind or any other true principlepla
the NEWSNE vs is not ready to do liber-
ties or no liberties for fealty
patriotism and obedience to con-
stitutional law the NEWS has al-
ways been famous if the NEWS
were egotistical enough to think
that congress would be influenced
for good by its advice it would
take pains to advise that honorable
body every day in regard to many
things which we believe would be
good for the territories and for the
whole union and especially if the
NEWS knew of any great sin inin
utah would it advise congress as
to the best method of disposing of
it that is if it was the proper buiabuso
ness of congress to attend to it
but not without

1610 if the NEWS wont do tillsthis it
must not tantalize and vex thethe
other territories by favoring their
projected reforms which utah

mormonism does mostmoa obstruct
and bar

the NENEWSvvs designs to do all the
good it can and as bittle harmbarm as
possible but it cannot bind itself
Procrusteanly to thetho JN N IFV 18s
beastbedsteadeadcad bbyy any means this isais a
free country a country where free
religion freefreo speech and a free
press are insuredd by specific consti-
tutionaltutional guarantees therefore we
must be allowed to advocate such
reforms as we consider most bene-
ficial and in the way that com-
mends itself to us as the best if
thereby we happen to tantalize and
vex any of our fellow citizens we
shall be sorry for them very sorry
for them but we cannot give up
our constitutional right to do good
to advocate useful measures or to
coincorncommendmend promising reforms not
even when they are proposed aid-
ed or abetted bbyy our terterritorialratoria
neighbors

in conclusion we would say to
the new northmorthnorthwestwest and anany others
of our territorial neighbors inter-
estedsted if you think utah is
inin the way of your prosperitytk
never mind just bo good enough
to consider her practically out
of your way and she will not
be offended about it As for con-
gress that honorable body is under
no0 otobligation whatever to except
utah from any liberal or otheotherwise
beneficial legislation affecting thehe
territories utah only asks equal
constitutional rights and privileges
with other commonwealths and
these she thinks her just due as
much as if all her citizens hereof
african descent instead of cau-
casian but in a woid in regard
to illiberal or otherwise unfavor-
able legislation the highest wis-
dom in the federal legislators and
the greatest favor to utah would
be to let her alone

A RAILROAD TO THE PR nilTIL
montana wants better communi-
cation with the world outside and
various plans are suggsuggestedbested foror ef-
fecting

f
that much desired end tretietle

improvement of the navigation of
the missouri and the Yellowyellowstonetone
are agitated this water communi-
cation with the states east beingbelfie
considered the natural one for
freight and the best that is imme-
diately practicable but norforcorpasas

the river is slowsiowr and for
freight it is not altogether satisfac-
tory hence a railroad i1 looked for-
ward to the northern pacific is
not regarded as very hopeful abpieat pre-
sent there remainsremains connection
with the union and central paci-
fic roads the extension of the
utah northern northward and the
junction with that of a roadrodd from
montana southward is one promis-
ing plan another road is also urged

froni the union pacific at chey-
enne and this Is what the avant
courier says of the last named pro
lectact

therethero lais a company organized to
build a lalltailrailroadroad from cheyenne to
helena montana and the citizens
of cheyenne are just now agitating
the building of that road they
propose to issue bonds the interest
on the same being provided for by
the taxes collected from the union
pacific that road runs B2090 miles
through wyoming and the assessed
value of that portion of the road
reaches to several million of dollars
and the taxes from that source
amount to a very largejarge sum all of
which goes into the treasury of
wyoming this fund the people
of that territory want applied to
constructing a road to Montanavia
sweetwater and the wind niverbiver
mountains As the completion of
this road umill11 create a large and
profitable feederneeder to the union pa-
cific it is believed that the latter
company will aid liberally in com-
pleting the branch to its road but
ala 1 I these matters will be thoroughly
investigated before any decisive
action is taken in montana we
are for an early railroad connection
and the most feasible pianplan shouldshould
be adopted

vigilantes ON tleTIETHE COAST

california hashaa not done with vigil-
ance committees yet oakland
says the transcript hashaa organized
a committee of that kind for the
preventpreventionloulon of crime and a san
francisco paper thinks that judg-
ing from the character of the parties
belonging to the association any
person who is caught stealing at
fires burglarizing robbing or en-
gaging in any nefarious transaction
may as well say hisbis prayers and
prepare for a speedy shuffling off 0 f
this mortal coil


