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EDITOQRIALS.

WEAT IS INSPIRATION?

THE Beptember-Ostober, number of
thé North-Americgn Ileview con-
taine a discussion of the - above
question by six notéd preachersand
Jecturers, They ‘discourse very
learnedly upon the subject, but do
not give very satisfactory or direct
answers to the guestion. They
gseem to have settled upnu"iha no-
tion that remarks in relation to the
Bible will elucidate the whole mat-
ter, as theugh that book contained
all the inspiration with which the

human family has ever been favor-}

ed. True, some of them acccord a
partial fnspiration to a few of the
heathen sages of antiguity; but this
is denied by others;and the'Bible is
made the main object of the inqui-
ry. Woe offer a few words to illus-

trate, in brief, the ‘*‘Mormon’” view

of  this important question:
Inspiration, in its general sense,
is the in-breathing, or action upon
the soul, of the spirit of light and
truth. It is measurablyenjoyed by
all mankind of every creed and
every race. The spirit of life is also
the spirit of light., It is ‘“‘in all
things, and-through all things, and
round about all things, and is the

law by which all thingsare govern-
ed.” 1t is to the spirit of man
what naturgl light is to the eye,tlre
medium through which any prinei-
ple or truth is discerned, as natural
light is the medium through which
are seen the physical objects of
creation. Without light, nothing,
either natural or spiritual, can pos-
sibly be perceived. ‘‘There is a
gpirit in man, and the inspiration
of the Almighty giveth them un-
derstanding.’”” This is ‘‘the breath
of life’? which God “breathed into”
man in the beginning, by which
he became a-living, sentient, per-
ceptive and progressive soul, It is
also the ‘‘true light which lighteth
every man that cometh into the
world.” But as there are different
capacities of physical sight, so
there are of mental and spiritual
vision. The spirit orlight isalways
the same, but the receivers thereof
are various. |
This spirit comes from God and
will lead to God. But it exerts no
compulsory force. It illuminates,
not compels, It suggests that
which is good, but will ““not al-
ways \strive with man.” Those
who yield to its promptings are led
in the way of fruth and strenth-
ened and fortified against evil
Those who habitually resist it be-
come influenced by the spirit of
darkness, which is of that Wicked
One, and become prone to iniquity.
This nataral inspiration is the light
by which grand and lofey thoughts
are reflected. SBomelimes several
individuald far apart geographical-
ly, but similarly constituted men-
tally, bring forth identical ideas.
Each claims originality and per-
haps charges the others with plagia-
rism. But the real author is the
Fatherof Lights, from whom the
intelligence flows which manifests
the principles of every invention,
device or arrangement which is for
ghe venefit and progrese of humani-
ty. The uses to which the intelli-
gence is put, depend greatly upon
the persons ‘who receive it.” The
light is good, but bad men may

pervert the information it imparts

to the worst of purposes,

All men are accountable, because
of that light, and in proportien to
its reception and the opportunities
therefor. The greatest condemna-
tion is for those who obtain the
greatest light. Everlasting, un-
a;rierviug Justice will determine
this.
Moslem, the Christian, the Jew,
the infidel, all have a portion of
this natural inspiration, and t
sages and oracles, philosophers an
poets, reformers and philanthro-
phists of ancient times, among all
nations, who have impressed the
ages with thestamp of Lheir genius
and godlike influence, have all
been inspired by the spirit of light
and truth, and have brought forth
principles and precepts sadapted to
t he period and people among whom
they® lived. The same spirit in the
people bore record of the truth upon
their inward nature, and by that
light will they be judged according
to their works,

The heathen, the Pagan, the

ration, which is general, there has
been at various times a special in-
spiration which God bestowed upon
certain persons for special purposes.
This is called in the seriptures
of the Old and New Testaments
the Holy Ghost. It is a great-
er endowment of the same]|
lght, by which things pertaining
to higher spheres can be perceived
and understood, - By this the Heb-
rew prophets wrote and spoke. By |
it the Apostles knew that Jesus
was the Christ while the world
comprehended it not. By it the
word of the Lord has been declared
to man from age to age.. Without
it, no man can possibly understand
the things of God. I't manifests the |
Father and the Son. .It illumi-
nates the past and unfolds the -fu-
ture, It is the highest light that
man can epjoy, '

Bat while it _is a more™powerful
manifestation ot divine enlighten- |

ment, it does not dominate the
)ersons or faculties of its recipients.
'hey are as free agents as others. It
quickens their spiritual and intel-

lectual faculties, but does not re-|the consent of

ba made partakers of the higi:u-r|
inspiration, the best boon of Al-
mighty God to mortal man amid
the gloom and darkness of this fal-
len world.

TEAT “EMBRACERY” CASE.. 1

Tue Hodgdon trial, with its un-|
unprecedented incident of the ex-
posure, by the counsel for the de-|
fence, of a juryman who solicited a
bribe as payment for *“hanging” |
the {ury, the particulars of which
we related in our issue of the
16th ipstant, was concluded
in the Fourth District Court
of California on Monday last, Hus-

| selman, the perjared jurory was in

his seat with the rest of the panel.

The Court announced that on ex-
amination of the peculiar case he |
had come to the conclusion that
the jury might be discharged, by

the defendant.

duce them to mere human. ma-|Judge Cawpbell declined giving

chines, It is the very antipodes of
the *‘possession’’ by which people
have been controlled in different

consent, protested against the con-
tinuanecé of the case,un the ground

ages, and by which they were con- | that one of the jurors was disquall-
vulsed, distorted, and impelled ir-|fied to act,and that a juroer could

reapective of their will
gpirit of the
unto the prophets,” so far that they
need not if they wished not

to its influence. They

yield | and the defendant discharg
were not | District Atterney

¢*The | not be brought from jail to el on a
prophets was subject | case, he was not a free agent; aud

moved that the jury be dismisseo
ed. The
beld that the

‘‘medinms,” like modern spiritists, | jury could be discharged and the

mere animated automata. Their
ideas were divine, their language
human. The same Holy Ghost in-
gpired Isaiah and KEzekiel, Peter
and Paul, Yet the style of their
wridngs 18 peculiar te each, and
Peler was seen to be nogrammati-
cal and unlearned, while Pauls
language had the polish of the
schools, |

Revelation may be given by an-
gels, by the voice of God, by divine
visions and dreams and by the
manifestations of the Holy Ghost
in the sou)., But though the last
named is different to the former it
is needed for the comprehension of
either and all. If an angel were to
speak the word of God or a vision
of heavenly ,things were opened to

human view, without the inspira-
tion of the Holy Ghost the siguaifi-

cation of neither the word nor the
sight could be properly compre-
heneed. Those who have the Holy
Spirit in the same manner and de-
gree as Isaiah,can understand every
truth revealed through himj; so with
the writings and sayings of other
prophets and divinely inspired
teachers. |

The higher inspiration is not con-
fined to any particular age. It is as
attainable now as at any former
period. It is always the same. There
are laws and conditions pertaining
to its reception which must be ob-
served by all who wish to ebtain it.
Faith, repentance and baptism pre-
cede its bestowal upon or develop-
ment in the bhuman being. It is
conferred by the laying on of

the hands of persons appoint-
(ed to administer it. Then it
is enjoyed, wunequally because

it must be sought after, invoked,
obeyed and delighted in. As differ-
ent recipients vary in their efforts,
80 they vary in their enjoyment of
its benefits.

Inspiration is not amthority. A
man may be inspired of God to
understand the most exalted prin-
ciples, and yet have no aathority
to actinthe name of the Lord.
Paul saw Christ in His glory. The

| sight struck him blind, and he was

defendant again put on trial, as the
plea could not be made that she
had been placed in legal jeopardy.

The Court overruled the motien
to dismiss the jury and diseharge
the prisoner. Judge Campbell ex-
cepted, and announced ahat he
should introduce no evidence nor
any plea for the defence, as he ¢on-
sidered the whole proceedings,after
what had transpired concerning the
juror Husselman, nothing but a
mockery of justice, The jury
brought in a verdict of murder in
the second degree against Mrs. Dr.
Cynthia L. Hodgdon, whose mal-
practice in eflecting an abortion
caused the death of Mrs. Emma
Downes, Judge Campbell moved
for a new trial, and the time was
set for hearing arguments on the
motion.,

This is a very singular case, and
for this reason we have given so
much space to its history. The
crime with which the prisoner was
charged is common enough} there
is reason to believe that the offence
of the juror—embracery—is not of
great rarity, but the course of the
counsgel for the defence in giviog
information of the juror’s offer
to his client, and the exposure
and punishment of the offender,
also the trial of a pricolr by a jury
one of whom was himself a prison-
er, under sentence from the same
court, sitting in judgment of the
cause at issue,are all out of the
general course of criminal jurispru-
dence, and interesting by way ef
variety. The metives which
prompted Judge Campbell, in the
light of his proceedings on Monday,
look a little more like legal craft
than the genuine honor which
seemed Lo distinguish them when
he ex d the guilty juror. He
saw that the jury would be render-
ed incomplete by the committal of
the offender, and, justly, incom-
petent to try the defendant, and
that thus a loophole would be open-
ed through which he might con-
duet his client to liberty.

We think that the pest cotrse
would have been to discharge the

healed of his blindness by divine | jury, holding the prisoner for trial,

power. Buthe had no authority to
preach or act in the name of Christ
till he was called and erdained for
that purpose. But no one in that
authority can properly officiate
without inspiration. It iz neces-
sary for the proper preaching of the
word and tosanctify all ordinances,
cerenconies and observances in the
Church of Christ.
Our limited space forbids further
resent enlargement on this sub-
ect. The light of God is wuniver-
sally dffused like that of the sun.
But men may close their eyes to
the latter, and shut the windows
of their seuls against the former. It
exists all the same. But as natural
light is sometimes latent, so
spiritual ~ light is often: dor-
mant to us. But when the
conditions are right it shines
forth in the midst of the darkness,
and guides always aright. And
those who will be led by the glim-
merings of the light of nature, and
lay hold upon the truth can, by
obedience to the ordinances, come

| the

up into the heavenly effulgence of

for which the Court could have
found precedents in the reports of
other States if not in the judicial
annals of California, The defend-
ant now is justly entitled to a new
trial, by a jury against which such
a glaring fault cannot be found as

| that which damaged the first in

this case, through the infamy of
perjured Husselman. We will
chronicle the issue.

—— - —————————

AN ANCIENT MONOLITH.

R e e

AT Jast London has set up its
Egyptian monument,and the mon-
otitte which for ages graced the soil
of the Pharoahs now points to the|
murky skies which overhang the

modern Babylon, Moses from the| ;¢ may beclaimed that it is im-

Minories and Beaconsfield from the
House of Lords can gaze upon a
stone whose shadow has fallen up-
on the ancient lawgiver of their

race, and sheuld prize the liberty

bondage from which the ‘‘meek

man” rescued their anecestors; and
remember that Jehovah who
brought them forth with a mighty

| band and ;gave them the land of

Canaan,

This was one of the monuments
which was set up at Alexandria,
before the temple of , Augustus
Caosar, in the first century of our
era. 1t was brought from Heliopolis
—called On in the Bible—where it
had stood thestormsand changes of
time for at least sixteen centuries.
[t is called Cleopatra’s needle, after
the Jast Queen of Egypt and the
last monarch of the dynasty of the
Ptolemies. @ Another of these
obelisks adorns she Place de la
Concorde in 1the beautiful capital of
France. The lalter was taken to
Paris at the expense of the French
government and at a cost of about
$4,000,000, while the former, which
was presented to England in 1819,

but suflered to. remain because of
the great outlay which wou'd at-

tend its reraoval, was rescued from
its recumbent position on private
ground and conveyed to London by
the munificence of Dr. Erasmus
Wilson, the celebrated writer on
cutaneous diseases, at & cost of
$75,000, which shows the diflerence
between public contract and pri-
vate enterprise, ~

The Liondon acquisition has met

with an adventurous career since|p

it was brought out of its undeserved
Obscurity.
vessel construc for the purpose,
and floated ip tow of the steamship
Olga, Sept. 21, 1877. But when
reaching the Bay of Biseay, a vio-
lent storm arose and it was cut
adrift on the 17th of Oetober and
left to sink or swim as fate might
decide. But it was found by the
Fitzmaurice, and taken into Ferrol,
Spain, where it was held for salv-
age. The sum of $10,000 effected
1ts release, it was safely towed into
the River Thames, and on the 12th
inst,, was erected on the Viectoria
Embarkment, facing the Temple
(ardens, between Blackfriars and
Waterloo Bridges, |

It is eighty feet high and six feet
square at the base, and is mounted
on & handsome pedestal, Its com-
panion needle still stands at Alex-

andria, and should the ambition of
Beaconsfield be gratiffed and Egypt

pass into the deminion of Great
Britain, the monoliths named aftar
the ancient and dissolute Cleopatra
will both belong to the Queen of
Great Britain and Ireland and Em-
piess of India, and may be known
in future history as t virtuous
monarch Victoria’s needles.

—

THE FRUITS OF FICTION.

ANOTHER case of the pernicious ef-
fects of the Dime Novel style o
Juvenile Jiterature, which disgraces
our book steres and pollutes many
househclds, was developed in Phil-
adelphia, a few days ago. Two
New York boys aged, respectively,
twelve and fourteen years, on their
way west, were arrested by the po-
lice at the Pennsylvania Railroad
depot, in the first named -city,

‘Where they had bought tickets for

their journey. They were each
armed with a big revolver and
carried two boxes of cartridges and
a bowie knife. They confessed,
after conversation, that they in-
tended to *“kill Injuns and rob
stage coaches,” in the style they
had read of in yellow covered
story books. Their cash capital
amounted to $13. The money for
their journey they had stolen.irem
& milk dealer in Williamsburg.
T'hey were forwarded to the police
at- New York. ”

Parents and guardians of the
young cannot be tvo careful in their
inspection of the reading mnatter
which comes into the ion .of
boys and girls under their charge.
Large quantities of magazines,
novelettes and illustrated papers
are imported into this Territory
which are a disgrace to those who
deal in them,and cannot have any-

| thing but the most pernicious ef-

fects upon the young people who

read them, BSuch publications are

fit only for the flames. They ghould

be destroyed without hesitation,

:p mental poison and moral corrup-
ion,

possible to stifle the desire for light
reading wh'ch is felt by many of
the young and the old in_every
part of the eivilized world. Grant-
lng this, and also the proposition
that it is better for people to read

In addition to this natural inspi-|the Holy Ghost, the Comforter,and | they now enjoy compared with the | works of fiction than not to read at

It was put toseain a

Oct. 2
all, would it not be wise to select
for the young and point out to the

old, such works, by good authors,
a8 present true pietures of secial
life and facts in history, and which
tend to refineand ennoble, rather
than to degradeé and animalize?

There 'is no mere real harm in
eading a bpok which is merely a re-
presentation of occurrences,but not
of actual facte,than there is in Jook-
ing upon a picture which was
drawn from the imagination of the
artist, or in witnessing the per-
formanece of adrama, which is no-
thing'but a novel personified and
made more realistie. The injury
done, if any, arises from the unna-
tural exaggerations and false color-
ing in the baser sort of either, and
the eultivation of the lower pas
sions which those classes of written,
pictorial, and acted fiction tend to
promote,

The parables of Christ, the ima-

gery of oriental writers scriptural
and esecular, the jillustratiens of

preachers and orators, all partake of
the imaginative, but are employed
to present trath in a striking and
attractive form. This is the object
of the works of sueh autbors as
Dickens, Bulwer, Scott, Thackery,
Hugo, Eliot, Bronte and many
others, the standard poets and the
most cultured dramatists. There
are minds which ecannot be ap-
roached with a sermon or a lecture,
that muay be deeply impressed with
an interesting story conveying the
very same moral as intended by
the eral instruction. Others can
be touched with a play or a poem,
others still by the glowing tints on
thecanvuss., If either method is
successful in creating or ecultivat-
ing a love for virtue and a hatred of
vice, the main otjeet in view is at-
tained; and many who could not
in the first place be attracted by re-
ligious  influences, may be
led to submission to them
in the end through ageneies which
some people incorrectly view as ir-
religious. ' To be e¢onsistent, if no
writings must be read but those of
absolute fact, no paintings should
be looked upon but these which de-
pict realities, nor plays be witness-
ed but those which represent ac-

tual occurrences.
[n our wiew, the popular and
juvenile taste should be cultivated

and the mind led to diseriminate
between the good and the evil in
literature, science and art, so that
the gross exaggerations and gaudy
colorings of either will come to be
despised, and their false teachings
or insidious suggestions become ab-
horrent and disgusting. There is a8
much harm done by the horrible
¢‘cuts”—which ought to be cut to
pieces—in such magazines as ““The
Boys and Qirls Weekly,” “Boys
and Girls of America,” ‘Police
Gazette,” &c.; as by the reading
matter which accompanies them,
and is to be found in other trashy
weeklies and in what is eall-
ed ‘“yellow covered literature,”
Yet these abominable works
are posted up with their flar-
ing horrors in shop windows
in Zion, and volumes of such mon-
strosities are occasionally brought
to the NEws Office to be bound.
Shame on the parents of children
who devour this species of literary
garbage! The fault is ehiefly theirs,
and much of the responsiovility for
the vile fruits which will grow out
of such culture, will devolve upon

those parents.
Great evils result from over-in-

dulgence in the very best of light
reading. The chief of {hese iz the
resulting incapacity for studying
works requiring deep and steady
thought. Little effort is necessary
to follow and catch the meaning
of a writer of fietion, unless it be
the chief works of philosophical and
metapbhysical authors.  Those,
therefore, who make fiction their
common mental pabulum, lose
their power to grasp ideas that are
only reached through a process of
reasoning,and consequently remain
shallow, superficial, smallsminded,
and often small-souled. )

Light reading should only be in-
dulged in by way of recreation,and
then very temperately, and the
young should not be permitted to
peruse anything of the kind which
has not been seleeted , for them by
older and wiser persons. We believe
that judicious discrimination,
pointing out the good and discard-
ing the evil in worksof fiction,
would accomplish more than their
wholesale denunciation and general
condemnation. And we hope that
this brief article may prove the
means of awakening reflection en
this subject, and inducing some of
tbe natural guardians of our youth,
who heretofore have been thought-
less and negligent in this_ particu-



