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lous changes? Scientific men call |

these processes the ““Metamorphoses
of Insects;?” the big word meaning

™ | essence.

notbing but outbursts of spiritual
ignorance and pride, ugly in their

| consequenees and damnable in their

According to this view,

changes. Let us endeavor to ob-|regeneration ought renlly, as the

serve the wonders of Nature, for,
indeed, they are trapspiring all
about us day after day. And in
contemplating these miragles of be-
ing, reverently think of the wis-
dom and might of Him, who made
all such.

REGENERATION.

The converaation of the Re-
deemer with  Nicodemus, the

Rabbi, recorded by John in his gos-
I)el_. Is concerning one of the most
mportant subjects ever chosen for
congideration. In it we learn that
‘every manmust ex perience a certain
eutire change, and that without this
c¢hange no one ean either see or
enter the kingdom of heaven. We
are also told how thls all-important
chauge takes place. This conversa-
tion can therefore be studied with a
view of ascertaining whetber or not
we are in a condition to become
members of this kingdom.

Although I have seen many
“‘notes and commentaries'? upon
this passage, yet I do not remember
ever to hiave licard or seen one that
would give satisfaction in every re-
speet. They bave all heen mote or
less successful attempts at fitting the
worls of Christ into the religious
ideas of modern times, a faulé too
coinmon amor¥ both theologians
and inymen. It seems to be forgot-
ten among many Bible students
now-n-days that the expressions uscd
had all their distinct significations
at the time of our Savier, *“The
kingdomn of God?’ or of *heaven,”
“Fhe world to come’ and **The
heavenly Jerusilem,’ ali signified
in the Jewish theology the same
thing, namely, the reign of the
Messinh. To be “born again’’ was
the description for becomiug a prose-
Iyte or disciple. Itis clear that an
oversight of these facts must bring
confusion and disturb the harmony
of the questions and answers of
which the conversation consists.

Two notorious errors have been
supported by this passage. One
teaches that the really regenerating
power lies in the water of baptism,
and that through this water man is
“Lorn  again.”? From this view
aprings the Pructice of baptizing or
sprinkling infants. They must be
“born again,” and cap e soonly
through the water of baptism. Now,
there is do doubt. that this practice
is anti-christian, and we may well
conclude, too, that the doetrine on
which it is founded is false, as an
anti-christinn practice cannot possi-
bly grow out of a true doetrinue,

'The other error is that “regenera-
tion” is n momentary act, synono-
mous with conversion. This view
is held Ly all pietists of all denomi-
nations. They uire that a re-
penerated person shall he at once
totally ehanged. They claim to be
80 themselves. Hence their rigid
Judgments of their fellowmen, their
intolerance and mueh of their
‘‘chureh  digeipline® whieh are

{ Baptists maintain, to precede bap-

tism, but the whole position is un-
deferidable and must, as such, be
given up. ’

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.

At the time of our Lord the Jews
generally expected the appearance
of the Messinh. The time set by
Daniel was certainly up; for this
prophet{chap. ix)elearly says thatin
seven weeks, i.e. forty-nine yuars—
reckoning from the decree of Arta-
xerxes, B. C. 467—the wallsof Jeru-
sulem were to be rebuilt; in sixty-
two wecks (424 years) Christ should
appenr in His ministry and, in the
middle of a week, after three years
and a half, be eut off. Now this
time was up, and every believing
Jew waited for the appearance of
the Messinh.

It wasthought that when He came
He would come a Deliverer. The
Jews suffered under the bondage of
the Romans. Their liberty was
gone. They had even had to subr
mit to the interference of the Ro-
mans in their ecclesiastical afthairs
Inasmuch as these had put the old
sinner, Hannas, out ot his high-
priestly office, and put in Caiaphas,
an iufldel. in bis stead. The
oppressions  of the Roman of-
flcers were great and intolerable;
and every Jew hoped and expected
at this time that the long-promis.d
Messinh would come and cause a
rising against the Romans, Hberate
the people, and establish His own
kingdom on the ruips of the king-
doms of all the world. A kingdom
was exeeted, the kingdom of hen-
ven, or the kingdom of God, in
which a ““New Jerusaiem,?’ a “hen-
venly Jerusaleni’? was to be the
glorious ~apital.

Were not the Jews rigbht in
this expectation? Certainly; for
of the Messiah it was predicted
that He should be a King over
the house of Jacob forever, and
of His kingtdom there should be no
end. Christ never contradicted the
idea that He should be King, and
reign. He explains that His king-
dom was pot of “the world,”
should not be ori%inated from or by
this world {ek-tou kosmon foutou,Johu
18: 38); and He aays thafb the Ling-
dom was not yet, at that time, to be
established. The King must first
depart into a far away country to
receive the title or right to the gov-
ernment, In the same way ns Herod
had been in Rome to be confirmed
in his office by the limperor: While
he wax absent the eitizens should
hate Him and lay plans for taking
His erown away. Ln this, however,
they should not sueeeed, but when
the King came back, vested with
full authority te reign, the enemics
should be slnin before His eyes.
{Luke 19: 12-27). Here Christ very
cearly declares that He should be a
King, to reign overa kiLgdom, with
the authority from heaven, and He
teaches the truth that it was not to
be eslablished at His flest presunce
here, but on His return.

Here was the only, but fatal,.mis-

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

take of the Jews in relation to this
guestion. They expected a Messiah
who ghould come to reign, and not
to suffer firat. They overlooked and
explained away =all the passages
whieh speak of a suffering, dying,
and humilinted Messiah, and they
expected one who could be exalted
without previous humilintion. They
hud a one-sided view of the sub-
Jeet, as in our days many Christians
have got a one-sided view of the
otber side, looking only at the suf-
fering and death of Christ and forget-,
ting all about His exaltation, But
crude and one-sided as the
ideas of the Jews then were, they
were intercsted in the subject, talked
about it, and dieussed it with one
another. It has even been asserted
thata widesprend plot had been laid
by some of the Rabbis to establish
the Messiahie kingdom, and that
Jesus hiad been secretly asked to. eo- -
operate iu the plot.
NICODEMUS.

Nicodemus was a great Rabbi, a
teaclhier nmong the Jews. He was,
as n member of *“Nanhedrim??, what
you couid eall perhaps a Justiee of
the Bupreme Court, a **ruler.”? This
“Sanhedrim?’ covsisted of seventy-
two fuembers, twenty-four of whom
were priesta and 24 elders; the rest
were mitde up of 1the scribes of the
Il)‘eople {sc@ 1 Chronicles, 27. 32).

his great body had power to pass
sentence epon certain criminals and
otherwise act in n judicial eapacity
among the Jews. It is not known
whether Nicodemus became a con-
velt openly or not, but a8 we find
him at the denth of Christ bringing
bis libern] gifts for the embalming
of the body, the inferenee is that in
heart he was a diseiple, nnd it is to
be bhoped that he did not give his
vote to the denth sentenee of our
Lord. Perhaps he was not present
when the seutence was pro-
nouncetd, ‘

This Nicodemus, then, pald our
Savior a visit in the evening, in
order to have a long, quiet talk
with Him concerning the su?ect
dear to the heart of every true Jew,
and much discussed the expected
Kingdom of God.
| TO “SEE’ THE KINGDOM.

In the very first sentence nttered
gir Christ upon the gubject, we find

imnlaying downa pri ne!ple,stmngﬁ
aod humiliating, to a grent Jewis
Rabbi, particularly: **Except a man
be born aggin, he cannot see the -
Kingdom of God.”? The Jews
thought that they as borun Jews
were certainly in a fit condition
forthe foundation of the kingdom.
But Christ says that every one must
be born agnin. 1t does not mgtter
who he iz by Lirth, Jew .or (en-
tile, man or woman; everyone must
actually be “born aguin,”? become
new from head to foot, before he or
she can “see’? the Kingdom.

To “see” the Kingdom of God I
iake to mean to live in it, under its
laws and regulations. For what

slse can “see’? o kingdom mean?
{it eannot mean to see with the

| bodily eye, rince that organ by no
known nwans can b made to see &
kingdom unless upon a plece of

paper. It must therefore signify to
perceive its nature, laws, and opera-




