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lous changes scientific men call
these processes the metamorphoses
of insects 1 the big word meaning
changes let us endeavor to ob-
serve the wonders of nature for
indeed they are transpiring all
about us day after day and inin
contemplating these miracles of be-
ing reverently think of the wis-
dom and might of him who made
all such

regeneration
the conversation of the re-

deemer with nicodemus the
rabbi recorded by john in his gos-
pelrel is concerning one of the most
important subjects ever chosen for
consideration in it we learn that
every man must experience a certain
entire change and that without this
change no one can either see or
enter the kingdom of heaven we
are also told how this all important
change takes place this conversa-
tion can therefore be studied with fta
view of ascertaining whether or not
we are in a condition to become
members of this kingdom

although I1 have seen many
notes and commentaries upon

this passage yet I1 do not remember
ever to have heard or seen one that
would give satisfaction in every re-
spect theythe haveh ve all been more or
less successsuccessfulal atattemptsapts at fitting the

of Cchristhrist ininto the religious
ideas of modernm0 dern timestim a fault too
common among both theologians
and laymen it seems to be forgot-
ten among many bible students
nowadaysnow a days that the expressions used
had all their distinct significations
at the time of our savior the
kingdom of god or of heaven
the world to come and the

heavenly jerusalemJerus ilem all signified
in the jewish theotheologyloky the same
thing namely the reign of thefihe
messiah to be born again was
the deschidescriptioneption for becoming a prose-
lyte or disciple it is clear that an
oversight of these facts must bring
confusion and disturb the harmony
of the questions and answers of
which the conversation consists

two notorious errors have been
supported by this passage one
teaches that the really regenerating
power lies in the water of baptism
and that through thisthi watersWater man is

bornbora again promfrom this view
springs the practice of baptizing or
sprinklingrink ing infantsinfanta they must be

bornrn again and can be soBO only
through the water of baptism now
there is do doubt that this practice
is anti christian and we may well
conclude too that the doctrine on
which it tois founded is false as an
anti christian practice cannot possi-
bly grow out of a true doctrine

the other error ts that regenera-
tion is a mome nUry act synoni

with conversioncon vereion thisale view
is held by all its of all denomi-
nations they require that a re-
generated person shau be at once
totally changed they claim to be
soBO themselves hence their rigid
judgmentsjudgments of their fellowmenfel their
intolerance and much of their

church discipline which arean

nothing but outbursts of spirituals ritual
ignorance and pride ugly in their
consequencesen ces anand damnable I1inn tbtheirair
essence according to this view
regeneration ought really as the
baptists maintain to precede bap-
tism but the whole position is

and must as such be
given up

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

at the time of our lord the jews
generally expected the appearance
of the messiah the time set hv
daniel was certainly up for this
prophet chap ix clearly says that in
seven weeks ie forty nine years
reckoning from the decree of arta
xerxes B C the walls of jeru-
salem were to be rebuilt in sixtsixty
two weeks years christ should
appear in his ministry and in the
middle of a week after three years
and a half be cut off now this
time was up and every believing
jew waited for the appearance of
the Me

it was thought that when he came
he would come a deliverer the
jews suffered under the bondage of
the romans their liberty was
gone they had even had to sub-
mit to the interference of the ro-
mans in their ecclesiasticalical affairs
inasmuch as these had put the old
sinner hannas out ot his high
priestly office and put in caiaphas
an infidel in his stead the
oppressionsoppress ions of thealie roman of-
ficers were great and intolerable
and every jew hoped and expectedexpecteci
at this time that the long promis Ad
messiah would come and cause a
rising against the romans liberate
the people and establish his own
kingdom on the ruins of the king-
doms of all the world A kingdom
was expected the kingdom of hea-
ven or the kingdom of god inin
which a new Jerujerusalem a hea-
venly jerusalem was to be the
glorious capitaliaapital

were not the jews right in
this expectation certaicertainlyaly for
of the messiah it was predicted
that he should be a king over
the house of jacob forever and
of his kingdom here should be no
end christ never contradicted the
idea that he should be king and
reign he explains thatthat his king-
dom was not of the world
should not be originated from or by
this world
18 8636 and he says that the kinking-
dom

9
was not yet at that timetimetoto be

established the king must first
depart into a farawayfar away country to
receive the title or right to the gov
ernment in the same way as herod
had been in rome to be confirmed
in his office bytheby the emperor while
he was absent the citizens should
hate him and lay plans for taking
his crown away in this however
they should not succeed but when
the king came back vested with
full authority to reign the enemenemiesleis
should be slain before his eyes
luke 19 122712 27 here christ very

cearly declares that he should be a
king to reign over a kingdom with
the authority from heaven and he
teaches the truth that it was not to
be established at his first presence
here but on his return

here was the only but

take of the jews in relation to this
question they expected a messiah
who should come to reign and not
to suffer first they overlooked and
explained away all the passages
which speak of a suffering dying
and humiliated messiah and they
expected one who could be exalted
without previous humiliation they
had a one sided view of the sub-
ject as in our days many christiana
have got0 t a one sided view of the
other sadsidee looking only at the suf-
fering and death of christ and forforget-
ting

t
all about his exaltation cfbut

crude and one sided as the
ideas of the jews then were theythe
were interested in the subject taltalked
about it and discusseddicussed it with 0onene
another it has even been asserted
that a widespread plot had been laid
by some of the rabbisbabbis to establish
the messianicMessiaMessiahle kingdom and that
jesus had been secretly asked to co
operate luin the plot

nicodemus was a great rabbi a
teteacherachler among the jewsjew s he was
as a member of what
you could call perhaps a justice of
the supreme court a ruler this

consisted of seventy
two members twenty four of whom
were priests and 24 elders the rest
were made up of the scribes of the
afpfpeople see I1 chronicles 27 32
this great body had power to pass
sentence upon certain criminals and
otherwise act in a judicial capacity
among the jews it is not known
whether nicodemus became a con-
vert openly or not but as we find
minhim at the death of christ bringing
his liberal gifts for the embalming
of the body the inference is that in
heart he was a disciple and it is to
be hoped that hebe did not give his
vote to the death sentence of our
lordrd perhaps he was not present
when the sentence was pro-
nouncednoun ced

this nicodemus then paid our
savior a visit in the evening in
order to have a long quiet talk
with him concerning the susumeetb
deardeaf to the heart of every true jew
and much discussed the expectexpectedted
kingdom of god

TO SEEBEE THE KINGDOM

in the very first sentence uttered
by christ upon the subsubjectact we find
Himlaying down a
and humiliating to a great jewish
rabbi particularly except a man
be born again he cannot see the
kingdom of god the jewsjewa
thought that they as born jews
were certainly in a fit condition
forthe foundation of the kingdom
but christ says that every one must
be born again it does not mmatterater W

who he is by birth jew or tengen-
tile man or woman everyone must
actually be born aagainain 11 bebecomee
new from head to boffoot before homhe 0orr
she can see the kingdom

to see the kingdom of god I1
take to mean to live in it under its
laws and regulations for what
else can see a kingdom mean
it cannot mean to see with the
bodily eye since that organ by no
known means can be made to see a j
kingdom unless upon a piece of
paper it must therefore signify to
perceive its nature laws and opera


