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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

LAID TO REST.

Today, September 8, the remalns of
Presldent Wiltord Woodruff were lald
to rest, followed by a vast concourse
of cltizens, of every age and soclal

standing, of dlfferent political affilia-
tions and religlous bellefs, from all
parts of the State. And they were
drawn together, not by a desire to
witngas a gorgeous display or pompous
ceremonies; for they all knew that the
funeral rites of the Church are !n full
harmony with the sublime simplicity
of the Gospel and that the memory of
the departed could best be hopored by
making the 1ast solemn services simple,
us his entire life has been free from
ostentation, They gathered because
they loved and esteemed President
*Woocdruff, “Wilford, the talthful.”
Very seldom It falls to the lot of mor-
tal man to occupy exalted positions
and yet retaln the goood will of all.
But such waa the honesty, integrity,
faithfulness and personal worth of the
departed Prophet, Ploneer and leader
that of him It was often said that he
had no enemies. No wonder, then,
that a vast muititude should gather to
pay thelr last respects to him.

Presldent Wilford Woodruff belonged
to the little band of martyr-crowned
Pioneers to which the nation some day
will acknowledge lts indebtedness. He
was one of the heroes who crossed the
western horder of civilization and fear-
leasly marched a thousand miles into
the wilds of the American deserts,
planting the standard of freedom In
the mountain valleys. He and his com-
panions demonstrated to the world the
possibilitles of a reglon A3 large a8 an
empire and which but for their efforts
would have remained, who knows how
long? —the "great American desert.”
Very few of the present generation
realize what hardships these early em-
pire bullders suffered, while everything
needed for exlistence had to be wrested
from a seemingly unfriendly nature.
But few can form an ldea of the nature
of the faith that sustalned them day
by day In their efforts to redeem this
country. But the results of their
prayers, their faith, their labors, are
now before the world. Wilford Wood-
ruff was one of the chiefs In the strug-
gle carried on here in these valleys in
the interest of civilization, and as such
he is entitled to recognition in the his-
tory of the American Republic.

Among the Latter-day Salnts Wil-
ford Woodruff has of late yedra occu-
pled a distingulshed position; He was
the last living of the Apostles that were
ordalned to that exalted office in the
days of Joseph, the Prophet. In thils
respect he was a link between the
generation that witnessed the rise of
the Church in this dispensation and an-
other generation, which very soon will
know the Prophet of God and his as-
moctates only from history. He was the
Apostle John of this age. There are
others In the midst of the Saints who
Uke Wiltord Woodruff were person-
ally acquainted with the Prophet
'Joseph, and whose presence among
them 18 esteemed precious on account
of thelr long, faithful services in the
Church of God: but their circle is bhe-
coming narrower everyY year, and
thelr activity will before long be in an-
other sphere. In one sense thelr places
emong the Balnts cannot be filled.
Hence it is with Intense feelings that
thelr departure, one by one, is
watched by those who remaln to con-
tinue the labor they 80 well com-
menced.

It 18 a comforting thought, though,

that the Church in this dlspensation
‘has been glven back to the earth never
agaln to be overcome by the adversary.
The Lord Himself has placed all the
safeguards needed arcund the Church
for its perpetuation. It was not thus
in the age following that of the first
Apostles of Jesus. The early fathers
had great disadvantages to overcome
and were favored with but few advan-
tages, comparatively. Many of them
were converted from paganism and had
their minds filled with the notions of
the varloug philosophical schaools. They
were crouching under a load of fables
and falze philosophy which they were
never fully able to throw off.
Very often In their controversies
with the assailants of Christianity they
drew from heathen philosophy the ma-
tertals tor thelr replies, instead of from
that inspiration which had gulded the
Apostles. Thelr ignorance of the
Bible iz most conspicuous. Some of
them rejected books now received as
genuine and accepted spurious docu-
ments in their stead. ‘Their method
of interpretation was often no more
than a mystic allegorizlng by which the

Scriptures were made to teach
anything the imagination of the
déxpounder might happen to Bee
In it. Then persecution carrled

off the best men of the age, leaving the
burden on shoulders not always Strong
enough for the task., All these causes,
and others, operated against the pres-
ervation of the primitlve Church from
error and resulted in the course of time

in the removal of "the child to the
throne of God."”
in thia age all 1s AQifferent. The

Priesthood with all its keys and ordi-
nances and powers remain with the
Church. A falthful record has been
kept and Is accessible. The Spirit of
revelation remains, a true light In the
darkness. So, while the Saints with a
feellng of deep sorrow bld farewell to
thelr leaders, as they depart from
them, they at the same time know that
the work of the Lord is progressihg
both on earth and In heaven.
gratitude to the Almighty for the woh-
>rful work accomplished by President
Wilford Woodruff and for the assurance
they have that it Is an everlasting
one, they bid him farewell. May the
reunion with Sainte above be glorious
and the rest of the body sweet until the
morning of resurrectiont

THE DISTINGUISHED DEAD.

All truly great men are devoid of os-
tentation and affectation. They reallze
Intuitlvely, and the realizatlon grows
with observation, that man In his best
estate s a frajl creature, subject at all
times to perils, paing and strites, either
of which may cut short the tenuous
fabrle which we recognize as life; that
at the most existence In the mortal
estate is a marrow 8pan, and Its best
aspect Is troublous and crowded with
responsibilities, some of these of such
great., moment that we have ‘not
“imaglination to glve them [previous}
shape, thoughts to glve them scope,
or time to act them In."” ‘They feel
also that earhtly honors and rewards,
gratifying and it may be pleasurable
for the time, are after all but like the
product of the chrysalis—beautiful
when floating majestically through the
air, but Its wings socon falter, then

. droop, then decay, after which dissolu-

tion and a return to the worm which
first produced it. Thus consldering, the
superlor creations among our race make
a definitive study of meortality, and

With,

reasoning from cause to ‘effect,
become posacssed of the knowledge that
we are here for some other purpose
than such that ean be rounded out and
finished in this sphere; that all omr
gifts and all the tavors of fortuns which
we have Inherited or acquired, are
simply 80 many alds towarus acquiring
knowledge of and for a condition of life
where all things exist In a state of per-
fectlon, where there is no ending of the
“good, the beaut!ful and the true,” apa
such honors and rewards as may be-
fall here are honorable and admirable
only as they tend to make the possessar
wiser and better and to make thoae
around and about hlm happier and
higher and holier. It is not that places
of trust and profit are despised or that
the applause of admiring throngs 1s ig-
nored; vastly otherwise. These are ap-
preciated at their true worth, nnt re-
garded as Incent{ves to vainglorious ac-
tlons or self-sufficent thoughts.
Looking upon this life in this way,
there can be none of the objectionable
qualities apparent that are flrst herein
spoken of. A lofty position carries with
it an additional appreciation of the pre-
sponsibilities of life and an enlargea
sense of kindliness towards the glvers
and the Giver of the glvers, all Ip-
culeating humanity, philanthropy ana
honesty. Such a man was plaln, hum-
ble, earnest, straightforward, man-lov-
ing, God-worsh!ping Wilford Woodrurr,
From an humble origin he advanced o
the zenith of his earthly hopes, the cap-
stone of all hopmors which t-e worla
could possibly contain for him; but 1n

lowly and exalted station he always
and everywhere kept the people of
whom he was a part in stead-

tast and leving remembrance and was
never an enemy €ven o his enemies,
He was not & warrlor as the world un-
derstands that word, and yet he wagey
unceasing, relentless, untirlng warfare
agalnst sin and vice !n all their forms
and abstalned from persenality or ip-
vidiousness in all hls campalgns save
and except as relates 10 the author of
sin and vice and his agents. Presiden*
Woodruff was ithe incarnation of hon-
esty in all the walks of life, and he was
filled with that feellng toward even
transgressors that, "like the gentle desw
from heaven falls upon the place be-
neath and is twice blessed, blessing
him that gilves and him that takes.**
Like the murdered Pregident, Abratiam
Lincoln—whom he résembled in severa}
respects—he belleved in "“charity for
all, malice toward none and with firm-
ness in the right as God gives us to see
the right."

Everybody hersabout remembers a
yvear ago last March, when the birth-
day celebration was held In the Taber-
nacle. It was observed by all who
were within reach. Peaople of al] ages,
sexes and conditiona In  life, of @il
shades of oplnlon and bellef and repre-
sentatives of many natlons throngea
the great structure, each paylng a
tribute of respect by his presence to
ithe venerable and venerated man In
whose hongr the services were held.
At the close there was a unanimous
and spontanecus desire to reach him,
to shake his hand and say a few words
of congratulation. A great many were
able to do %0, bul mot all, Sgme of
those who were Ithus favored, realizing
the extreme age at which the hooored
host as well as guest of the multitude
had arrilved felt thad it might be the
lagt time and gave as much emphasls
to the greeting as was permissible,
accompanled with a few kind words of
friendliness and regard, to all of which
he gave a reply In kind and caused
those who were previously pot Intimate
to feel as though all at once they had
hecome as well acquainted with the
man and his dispesition as though
there had been a close and unbroken
acquaintance for years. It was his
way. And those who came hut to be



