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THE EDITORS COMMENTS
LAID TO REST

today september 8 the remains of
president wilford woodruff were laid
to rest followed by a vast concourse
of0 citizens of every age and social
standing of different political affilia-
tions and religious beliefs from all
parts of the state and they were
drawn together not by a desire to
witness a gorgeous display or pompous
ceremonies for they all knew that the
funeral rites of the church are in full
harmony with the sublime simplicity
of the gospel and that the memory of
the departed could best be honored by
making the last solemn services simple
as his entire life has been treefree ffromrom
ostentation they gathered because
they loved and esteemed president

druff wilfordWll tord the faithfulvry seldom it falls to the lot of mor-
tal man to occupy exalted positions
and yet retain the glood will otof all
but such was the honesty integrity
faithfulness and personal worth of the
departed prophet pioneer and leader
that otof him it was often said that he
had no enemies no wonder then
that a vast multitude should gather to
pay their last respects to him

president wilford woodruff belonged
to the little band of martyr crowned
pioneers to which the nation some day
will acknowledge its indebtedness he
was one of the heroes who crossed the
western border of civilization and fear-
lessly marched a thousand miles into
the wilds of the american deserts
planting the standard of freedom in
the mountmountainaln vallvalleyserys he and his com-
panions demonstrated to the world the
possibilities of a region as large as an
empire and which but for their efforts
would have remained who knows how
long the great american desert
very few of the present generation
realize what hardships these early em-
pire builders suffered while everything
needed torfor existence had to be wrested
frombom a seemingly unfriendly nature
but few can form an idea of the nature
otof the faith that sustained them day
by day in their efforts to redeem this
country but the results of their
prayers their falthfaith their labors are
nwnow before the world wilford wood-
ruff was one of the chiefs in the strug-
gle carried on here in these valleys in
the interest of civilization and as such
he is entitled to recognition in the his-
tory of the american republic

among the latter daydlay salsaintsts wll
lordford woodruff has of I1lateate yeyearsrs occu-
pied a distinguished position he was
the last living of the apostles that were
ordalordainedned to that exalted office in the
days of joseph the prophet in this
respect he was a link between the
Seniegenerationration that witnessed the rise of
ate church in this dispensation and an-
other generation which very soon will
know the prophet of god and his asaa
mooctavesclatesoctates only from history he was the
apostle john of this age there are
others in the midst of the saints who
ukeluce wilford woodruff were person-
ally acquainted with the prophet
joseph and whose prespresenceenbe among
them is esteemed precious on account
of their longloag faithful services in the

of god but their circle is be-
coming narrower every year and
their activity will before long be in an-
other sphere in one sense their places
awig the saints cannot be filled
hence it is with intense feelings that
their departure one by one isin
watched by those who remain to con
tissue the labor they go well com-
menced

it Is a comforcomfortingUng thought though

that the church in this dispensation
has been given back to the earth never
again to be overcome by the adversary
the lord himself has placed all the
safeguards needed around the church
for its perpetuationon it was not thus
in the age following that of the first
apostles of jesus the early fathers
had great disadvantages to overcome
and were favored with but few advan-
tages comparatively many of them
were converted from paganism and had
their minds filled with the notions of
the various philosophical schools they
were crouching under a load of fables
and false philosophy which they were
never fully able to throw oftoff
very often in their controversies
with the assailants of christianity they
drew from heathen philosophy the ma-
terials forfair their repliesreplica instead of from
that inspiration which had guided the
apostles their ignorance of the
bible is most conspicuous some of
them rejected books now received as
genuine and accepted spurious docu-
ments in their stead theirthedr method
of interpretation was often no more
than a mystic allegorizing by which the
scriptures were made to teach
anything the imagination of the
expounder might happen to see
in it then persecution carried
off the bestbeat men of the age leaving the
burden on shoulders not always strong
enough for the task all these causes
and others operated against the pres-
ervationer of the primitive church from
error and resulted in the course of time
in the removal of the child to the
throne of god

in this age all is different the
priesthood with all its keys and ordi-
nances and powers remain with the
church A faithful record has been
kept and is accessible the spirit of
revelation remains a true light in the
darkness so while the saints with a
feeling of deep sorrow bid farewell to
their leaders as they depart from
them they at the same time know that
the work of the lord tois progressing
both on earth and in heaven with
gratitude to the almighty for the won

irful work accomplished by president
wilford woodruff and for the assurance
they have that it is an everlasting
one they bid him farewell may the
reunion with saints above be glorious
and the rest of the body sweet until the
morning of resurrection

THE distinguished DEAD

all truly great men are devoid of os-
tentation and affectation they realize
intuitively and the realization grows
with observation that man in hishia best
estate is a frail creature subject at all
times to perils pains and strafesfes eithelthorr
of which may cut short the tenuous
fabric which we recognize as life thatat the most existence in the mortal
estate tois a narrow span and its bestaspect is troublous and crowded with
responsibilities some of these of suchgreat moment that we have not
imagination to give them previous

shape thoughts to give them scope
or time to act them in they feel
also that honors and rewards
gratifying and it mayanay be pleasurable
for the time are after all but like the
product of the chrysalis beautiful
when floating majestically through the
air but its wings soon falter then
droop then decay after which dissolu-
tion and a return to the worm which
first produced it thus considering the
superior creations among our race make
a definitive study of mortality and

reasoning from cause to eeffect
become possessed of the knowledge that
we are here torfor some other purpurposepom
than such that can be rounded out afi
finished in this sphere that all ftcgifts and all the favors of fortune
we have inherited or acquired are
simply so many aids towards
knowledge of and for a condition of fifeata
where all things exist in a state of per-
fectionfec tion where there is no ending oatlie

good the beautiful and the true andaad jsuch honors and rewards as may be
fall here are honorable and admirable
only as they tend to make the possessor
wiser and better and to make those
around and about him happier andland
higher and holier it is not that places
of trust and profit are despised orop that f
the applause of admiring throngs tois ig-
nored vastly otherwise these are ap 4

preciapredatedted at their true worth not re-
garded as incentives to vainglorious ao- iaa- i
eions or self thoughts

looking upon this life in this way
there can be none of the objectionable
qualities apparent that are first herein
spoken of A lofty position carries with 1

it an additional appreciation of the re
of life and an enlarged

sense of kindliness towards the gilem
and the giver of the givers all lnin J

humanity philanthropy ana
honesty such a man was plain hum
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ble earnest straightforward man lov I1

ing god worshiping wilford Woowoodruffdrue
from an humble origin he advanced to J
the zenithzedith of hishia earthly hopes the cap
stone of all honors wiloh thete worta
could possibly contain for him but in 1
lowly and exalted station he always
and everywhere kept the people of0
whom he was a part in stead
fast and loving remembrance and weawa
never an enemy even to his enenemieseadeshe was ndnot a warrior agtheae the world un
derstands that word and yet he waged
unceasing relentless untiring warfare 3

against sin and vice in all their forms
and abstained from personality or in v

in all hlahis campaigns save i

and except as relates to the author of
sin and vice and his agents president
woodruffW was the incarnation of hon-
esty in all the walks of life and he waswa
filled with that feeling I1towardtoward eevenven i

transgressors that like the gentle dew
from heaven falls upon the place be-
neath and laIs twice blessed blessing
him that gives and him that takes
like the murdered president abraham
lincoln whom he resembled in severalseverarespects he believed in charity garfor
all malice toward none and with firm
ness in the right as god gives us to eee I1
the right

everybody hereabout remembersyear ago last march when the blibbirth
day celebration waswaa held 1inn the tabertabar 4

nacle it was observed by all ibowere within reach people of all ages
sexes and conditions in life of AB 1

shades ofof opinion and belief andana
senta tives of many nations throngedthronged
theothe great structure each payingpayer
tribute of respect by h pirle sence iq
the venerable and tM man tn
whosewhom honor the services were heloatalt the closecloe there was a unanimous
and spontaneous desire to reach himhanl
to shake his hand and say a few aroa d

of congratulation A great many wereweft j
able to do so but notmt all some itthose who were thus favored dealtboemethe extreme age at which the honoredhost as well asa guest of the multitude
had arrived felt that it might be the
last time antiand gave as much empemphasishadleto the greeting as was peairpeapermissibleir aible
accompanied with a few kind worp qtC
friend linew and regard to all of which
he gave a reply in kind and causer s
those who were previously not InUmaite r

to feel as though all at oweonce they haa
become asae well acquainted withwill
manmain and his disposition as th
there had been a close and uza
acquaIntacquaintancearwe torfor years it wW
way and those who oameam but


