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altbough as usual not entirely satisfag-
tory, la fina) Bnd 18 abave all criticiem;
In every caue the people generslly
manifested tbeir approval of tbe
awnrds.

I do not tblonk ibe rea:ders of the
NEwS desire nl) the particulars of the
violin contesie, of the nuritone solof,
and the many minor conteets that Bre
only Jnteresting localiy. Tu me the
progrese ot our Ulan represenistives
ure the living 1seuer, a degrae of pride
filla the beart when bher sons Bnd
daughters forge ibemselves to Lbe
iront renks witbout the many alde en-
joyed by tbelr more wealthy competi-
tors in otber citiee,

One of the ceremonies of the Eistedd-
fod was the senling of the successful
poet in the Bardic chair. Tbe chair
wag eald tu be the fpeet aver seen; it
coet 3300, wan made of engraved vak
wilth B carved eagle on the top, The
great cholr wap tormed swpnd sang De-
hind them. A half gircle of men fromx
diflerant points wae formed at the hack
sud the representative o1 the bard, who
by e way Is in New Yurk, was
escorled to the.cbair, and a Welsh eong
wus rendered by Mre. Woodard wbo
by the way ls v lovely elovel, wug part
o7 the ceremony., ‘I'me making of a
public call as to whelher there wus
peace in the laund, wilh a drawn eword
placed nbave the bead was Jispensev
with, rfor It was generslly concgeded
tbat gontle peace doee flll ovr Dorders,
The noly figbt now on iva flnancial
one apnd the ballot b x will setile tnat,

It 18 not genernlly Enowmn that the
Gursedd prayer of the Weleh in ancient
days wae slways offered by the auppit-
cante standing in s gircle niter which
the eacrad olrple was broken, Ap ex-
preeeed is English it was Bs follows:
Grant, O God, tby proteciion;

And In proleclion, strength,

And in strengtb, unders andiog;

And in understanding, knowledge;

And in knowledge, knowledge of the

just,
An(g'lin knowledge of the juat, the love
of 1t;
.And in that love, thelovaof all existence;
And in the love of all axistence, the love
of God.
God and all Goodness,

‘I'be final seselon, which wlll take
the form of a ooncert, will come of]
tomorrow mnight (Friday), This wili
be the last of the iterary and muosicsl
conventions. Itis In vvery way ad-
mwirable; ita aim is 1be cultivation of
musi¢ and poetry, two of the purlfying
influences to keep muaokind elevaieu
in thoogbt and action,

The verdict of the people le that the
coming of tbe Balt Liuwke singers and
musicians was the grand alu to whalt-
evel BUCCess may come out of the
maovement. [f we counid bave had o
big meeting next Bunday ju the tent
with the cnolr to sing and some good
speskers, we Could bave left ap im-
preesion that would never. bave been
orased, and told the people of the an-
cient (Gospel as We underetana it.

C. R. BAvagE,

DOWN IN MEXICO.

Mr. Andrew O, Brixen, one of Salt
Liuke's loremost young bLUsiness men,
bas recently returned from a trip
to Mexico, the favored land to the
soulb of us;, where he has large hold-
lags In gold and sfiver miniog proper-
tles. The gentlemsan Lss an intereat.

ipg sloty to tell concerning the md-
vancement and progress of mining
maltels in that country—sa country,tbe
like of which, Mr. Brixen says, he bas
never bafore In bis exienvive traveis,
caal his eyes npon.

“*Ands’’ as he in familiarly called,
aod his brother-in.law, in conoection
with a Ban Francisco syndicuale, bave
eceived concessions and ‘m grant on
seven miles of piager mining beds In
the Guansjusto river bottoms, The
purpose of tbe Ban Frangisco company
ia to begin tbhe exiraction of ure as
soon B8 proper placer machinery of the
most modern mekecan be pul in place,
negotistiona for the purchase of which
are nyw pepding. Mr. Brtxen i» alao
loterested iu seversl vajuable gold
properites outl of whicb he expects to
make vonsiderable money.

The gentlemnn inapeaking of Mex.
ico’s minlong resources, makes mention
to the 1amous Valencin mine and ite
workinge. For three centuries tbis
miue badbevn a steady and persistent
proaucer, unill thirly years 8go
when oparstions tn ithe prop-
erty bhecams pomewhat jax.
The Valencia bad the reputation uf
{urnisaing (o the world for s long
period two-thirds of the silver used
therein. It bas A main shaft whicn is
2,300 reet deep. [t 1s octagon in pbape
aod MDensures 32 feet aorose, and 1
lined up wilh atone the entire distance.
Up to Jaiy, 1895, thin mine had never
cluped vown even for the snorlust spuce
o1 bime, bul Dud kepl working on con-
tinually nod putiing 118 produgt apnn
tbe market of tne world. At the latter
time, however, great volumes of water
wels encountered in the properly,
meking it 1mpossible to further prose-
cole development work wiltbout the
aid of mmeodern pumping mAachlinelry.
The mine ia uvwned by s Bpaniet
company, whicb contemplutes putting
in tbe hquired machiuery in order to
enuble it to resaome operations and
bring the valoable bidden ore to the
surface,

At one time doring tbe itbres cen-
tury period, tbe owners of the bonanza
had 72 reduction plants in operation,
but latterly only about 20 or these
were operated, At onetime alwo the
sllver ore (rom the eurrcunding coun-
try was carrled on tbhe backs of bur-
ro#, for a distance of 100 miles in every
direction, for tbe purpoes of belng re-
duced Bt these planie. Wuile untold
millions bave been taken jrom the
depthe of this most wonderful mipe, its
riches ute by Do 1oeans exhausted and
tbhe poesjbititles for future production
are believed lo be ulmost «s grest Ba
ever, When itis remembered thal of
the milliona of tons ot ore Iaken from
tbe Jdark recesses of Lhia property, mosl
of it bae been broaght to the surface on
the backe of Peon laborers, the magni-
tude of the mine and the amount of
labor it bae furaiebed can purtially be
fmwagined,

The owners of thls mine, llke the
ownels of otber large mining proner-
ties In thal sectlon, get tbeir labor-
vra Irom Itbe stales of Guaoajustu,
Querstaro, and Jalisco, ss the
men residing In there states
swte very large, of splendid pbyeique
and wuch beiter capaoitated for tDe
work of mining than are those reeid-
ing in other sections of the country,
Tobw altitude in thal eection Iz much
the same ae oar own, and is of course

conducive of the makipng of etrongs
bealtby, robust peopile.

Mr. Brixen in bighly impressed with
tbe Mexican country anud belleves it
hus B great lature betore it, The aoll
for the most part is very fertile and
produces vegetatlon ubupdantly.
Liucern can be cut every five weeks,
thue ensbling the farmer to get about
len orops every sesson. Many of the
distrigta of Mexico tbat bave bersto-
fore been almost lotelly unexplored,
are now being colonized and thriving
communiiies sre fast teking the place
of barren deserts, Mr, Brixen expects
to returu lo (he promieing country
some time during the wontn of Octe-
ver,
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SAN JUAN CONEERENCES.

M aNoos, Colo., Auu‘usl 26, 1896.—
Qur Biake conterence ;has just closed,
s0Od we bave hed a very enjoyable
time, Confereoce convened here on
Baturday, the 22ud Inst. Being s vely
busy time of the Yyear, tbe uttendance
wal nout ae large a8 ueual, A mong
those present were President F. A.
Hemmond, Counsslor William Halls,
three Bishops and quite a pumber of
tbe High Council,

We had expected vieitora to oar con-
ference from #Salt Lake, hot as none
nsd arrived at 10 o’clock Buaiaruay
morning, it Jooked as Ihough we were
doomeu lo dissppointment.

Elders Hammond snd Halls ouou pted
tbe ¢ime Balurday forennou, exborls

ing tbe HBalnts in  Fegara to thelr
duties,
Bawurday alflernoon reporte were

called ior trom the Blehops of the sev.
vral wards, While these were belag
glveu, ahd ahout 3 p. m., we were all
very agreeably surprised to ses Brother
George Qoddard comwe walking up
the nisle to the stand, He not
belog aware of having to luy over at
Rico, bad pot reckoned on being 80
ioog on the road, and consequently ar-
rived here jost tweniy-foor bours later
tban he expegted. Atter ine reports
were nll given, Brotber Goddard spoke
u sbort (lme, explatned the guuse of
nis late appesrance, aud filnisbed by
sloging ue m song out of bis Httle bhook.
How that book andthat well weli
Lnown volgce carried us back to child-
bnood dayes, when many s time and oft
we have Jistened wilh rapt stiention
to those very soDnge, Bung in the same
familiar tonee.

At 4p. m. Baturday the Bilake quar-
eriy cunlerenceé adfourned sine die to
zive way lor the apnual Bunday SBchool
Conference,

Haturday at 7 p. m. a Prieethood
meeling was held al the mceting
nouse, and & meeting of the ocfficers of
the Rellel Boclety and Y, L. M, 1. A.
al the residence of Bitbop (Feo. Halls,

The Bunday scbool conlerence com-
mesced at 10 a. m. Buodwsy, after the
opening exerciees were over and the
Saorament wae administered the Arll-
cles of Fulth were reciled in yconcsrt
vy tbe sachool, sfter which cume reports
Oom Bteke anil wWard superintenuents;
‘hen the Lord's prayer wae recited In
concer!, which was followed by a class
exercisse by the pecond ijuvlermediate
cines, conducted by Brotber H., M,
Tayior. They have besn studyiog the
Buuday school leaflels the past few
montbs, apd thelr exerciss consisted
of u review of thelr work and was



