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bridge, Berkshire county, Mass., to Salt
Lake City, presumably as long a wagon
ride as any of the gathered Saints have
had. In leaving my native town I had
many warbings from well meaning
friends, who were so fully prejudiced
against Mormons as to consider thatno
good thing could come to me and my
family by going among them. Prophe-
cies were plentilul that | should lose all
my worldly possessions and promises
abundant that if I would write back that
I wished to return they would raise
means for my deliverance.

“Though [ have bezn peeled, robbed
and driven by a mob, I bave prospered
in worlgly things tar more than those
who gave me warnings: and the ac
quaintance I formed with Joseph Smith
confirnied my iaith in the work I have
embraced. I entered considerable
Government land adjoining Nauvoo,
fenced and improved a 160 acre faim six
miles out of Nauvoo, built a good sub
stantial two story brick house, with ex-
tensive and good barn and outhouses in
thecity.

*In 1842 I flled a mission to Canpada;
in 1843 I dlled a wnission to the Indian
nalion, and during that year was elected
member of the City Council of Nauvoo;
and in 1844, bv vote of the Council, was
elected Mayor of that city and held the
office unlil its charter wasrepealed. The
same year I was sent on a mission 10
Massachusetts. During these years the
threatenings of mobs had been violent.
Joseph and Hgygrum Smith had been
cruellymurdered while underthepledged
protection of the Governor ot the State;
and in February 1846, I, with many
others was forced to flee from Nauvoo,
crossing the Mississippi on the ice, and
seeking refuge in the wilds of Towa with
snow on the ground. We here lost
some of our dearest friends and rela-
tions by the hardships and exposures
they were called to meet, among
them my brother Orson's wue, daugh-
ter of Deacon Samuel Curus, Can-
aan, Columbia County, N. Y. Hes
deaih and that of others was direcily
due to our compulsory exodus from
Nauvoo. Her father, mother and kin
dred, were, according to the light they
had, exemplary and devoted Christians.
To such as these were the western mob-
erals appealing for counlenance and
aid, while they were hounding their
children to most cruel deaths. Not
many weeks after my brother Orson
lost His wile, my wife Mary weakened
under the exposures and bardships of
the journey, and was, like many others,
laid to rest by the road side, none of
their kindred having 1oday any recogni-
tion of where they ay.

I wish here to make affectionate and
bonorable mentlon of my brother Hy-
rum, whose lile betore association with
our people, and his devotion and loyalty
to the Gospel a ter embracing ir, was
worthy of the highest and noblest re-
cognition. He had left Nauvoo with
the first outgoing Saints, as caplain ut
fifty in the company of one hundred, or-
ganized under my presidency, During the
journey from Nauvoo to Garden Grove,
be orgamzed the labor force of the
camp, and took contracts from the set-
tlers bordering our route of travel, to
chop tin ber, split rails, etc, thereby
procurning sustenance for the camp, and
acquiring other much needed means for
the feeble and aiiing. The next morn-
ing aiter his arrival at Garden Grove he
voluntarily started back to Nauvoo.

Through great efforts he succeeded in
emigrating from there several poor
families, also to sell some of the prop-
erty left there by the three Spencer
prothers, taking payment in stock cattle;
but immediately trumped up writs were
manufactured, and attachments issued
to hold the pioperty untit the mob
whichh was gathering should come into
Nauvoo. By almostsuperhuman eff irts
he escaped with the cattle and means,
reaching the camp of the Saints at
Pisgah, altbough he did so as a martyr,
—his exposures, anxieties and labors
had killed bsm. He died some miles
east of Pisgah, and his body was
brotight there for burial, his grave being
fenced and marked by two stones, in-
scribed with the letters H. S.

““In pursuing our journey westfrom
this point we followed the Indian trail
across lowa to Council Blufls, camping
much of the time in close proximity to
Indians, and herding our cattle on their
grounds. We had no troubte with them,
for while we were suffcring so cruelly
from the Christian [?] mobs the hearts ol
the savages seemed changed and soften-
ed and true svmpathy was extended by
them to a most touching degree. It was
here proven as it has been olten proved
by O‘Ir people, that having the Gospel,
they 'had also with them the power of
God unto salvation.

“We tarried during the winter of '46
and 47 near the banks of the Missouri
river. 1 acted as bishop durnng these
memorable months when the wvery
essence of manhood and womanhood
was tested, and I leave tnis aflirmation
that the test was not only heroically
met, but met with that divinity ot pa
iience and trust that only a people can
show who are divinely inspired.

“] fitted out from this camp Francis
Boggs, Ehjah Newman and Levi Ken
dall with two yoke of oxen, wagon,
provisions, seed grain, farming tools,
etc., and who came as pioneers, arriving
on the site of Salt Lake City the 24th ot
luly, 1847; and, if their testimony be
true, 1these oxen drew the plow that
turned the first sod in Utab Territory.

“Af.er the pioneers lefi, my reorganiz-
ed company ot one hundred started west
in June with lra Eluredge as captain of
fi ty, tollowing on the !ndianand trap-
pers’ trail which led to the North Fork
of the Platte river. This journey was
a continugns panorama of incidents.
Only an arm’s length, as it were, back
of us, was our old New England life,
our New England relatives and assuci-
ates, our fine homes and farms, and sull
nearer, only a short drive back, lay the
home and farm which we had just been
driven from into exile, to have them
back we bad only to deny Mormonism.
Belfore us lay the problem ot colomzing
with such people ss we were, in sucn
scaltered conditions as the mob had ieft
us, the ‘Great American Desert’ of
which the ablest of statesmen, aniel
\Webster,had said 'it 18 not worth accept-
ance;' ol which the greal Calboun had
said‘1tis not worth a pinch of snufty and in
which views Benton had acquiesced,these
opinions baving birth about r¥45—but
Joseph Smith had told us in 1342 that
Goua’s work should stand, that his peo
ple should not be swallowed up by mobs
that Lhey should become a numerous
and mighty host inkthe Rocky Mountains.
No earthiy light ilfumed the bleak pros-
pects the ablest men ¢l the world had
pictured—here before us, morning, noon
and night the seemingly boundtess
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plains, red men by Lhe thousands; bufia-
loes by the tens of thousands; here to
us a new world wliere for weeks no rain
fell, lor months no dew moistened the
arid alr. Here the very atmosphere
seemed to lie an{' deceive in all the esti-
mates ot distaiive, objecis seemingly
ten miles away would proveto be twenty
or more. Here an ammal could be
killed at even nde, jerked, hung up by
the wagon side, and cured witnoul taint
as we traveled on.

“Those who faced these condi-
tions in the spring of 1847 reahzed
that in this undertaking they severed
all alignments of tne past lile;
lives of the dear ones, memories aof
loved kindred and homes, respect-
ability of character, all to peiish in the
desert with the brand, for ever attached,
of fanatics, of fanatics! There was no
lack of intelligence or discussion of this
matter. A disciple of Him whote
tongue never ultered guilesard *faith was
the gift of God.'" He gave this gift to
modern Israel on the confines of the
desert. Tie merry laugh,the prayers of
thanks, the supplications for those
who had despite {nlly used us,
the songs ol praise in_ the camp
were Lhe acclaims of prophetic victors,
and as we journeyed hope brigntened and
gave assurance ot what our chiidren
witness todav. We bad read of the
children of !srael in the wilderness, but
here were the children of Israel in ver
fact. Tnose ancient ones were SCiCIlll"-’
icially preserved by God, as were we;
their lamine was fed by manna,ours with
quail; they subdued enemies with the
sword, ours, the mostsavage of savages,
were sofiened and made 10 some res-
pects to minister to our wants, and |
wislt it here to go on record that the
hand of God was as much or maore
visible with this modern Israel, in bring-
ing and planting, and successfully sus-
taining them in this then desert land as
it was with ancient Istael; and when ali
the facts come to light it will be the
pleasure and justice of the world to°
acknowledge i1, and then it will oo
longer be said, ‘ihat the Lord God
ltveth that brought the children of Israel
out of the land of Egypt,’ but He liveth
who hath brought israel out of all
countries in the latier days.

**] reached the present site of Salt
Lake City with my company September
23rd, 1847, and was Lhe {irsL easlern
emigraiing company organized in june
at the E.k Horn, to reach the valley,and
to move into what has been calied the
‘old fort.!

“| engaged infarming and varipus in-
dustries, forming at one time a partner-
ship with Jacob Gates, J. C. Lutie, and
my son, 1n opening a ranch in Rush
Valley,ftom which we were unjustly oust-
ed by Johnson’s army, at aloss to us of
many thousand dollars, and by members
of whom my nephew Howard O. Spen-
cer was aflterwards nearly murdered.

] have had the blessings of God in
sustaining a large family in this once
desert, having had in addiiion to the
wives befure named, Emnily Thompsou,
by whom [ had two sons, Jared and
John D, and four daughters, Aurelia,
Sophia. Emma and Josephine. Decent-
ber zyth, 1856, Sarah j‘:me Grey was
sealed to mie. who bore me Lhree sons,
Orson, Mark and Grove, and onedaugh-
ter, Sophronia. Elizabeth Funnell was
also sealed to me, by whom I had tour
daughters, Georgiana, Chloe. Elizabeth
and Coidelia, and one son Henry Wiison,
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