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bridge berkshire county mass to salt
lake city presumably as long a wagon
ride as any of the gathered saints have I1

had in leaving my native town I1 had
many warnings iromfrom well meaning
friends who were so fully prejudiced
against mormonscormons as to consider that no
good thing could come to me and my
family by going among them prophe-
cies were plentiful that I1 should lose all
my worldly possessions and promises
abundant that if I1 would write back that
I1 wished to return they would raise
means for my deliverance

though I1 have benbeen peeled robbed
and driven tby a mob I1 have prospered
in worldly thinthingss tarlar more than those
who gave me warnings and the ac

I1 formed with joseph smith
confirmed my faith in the work I1 have
embraced I1 entered considerconsiderableabe
government land adjoining nauvoo
fenced and improved a acre farm six
milismiles out of Nnauvoo built a good sub

t two story brick house with ex-
tensive and good barn and outhousesout houses in
the city

in 1842 1I filled a mission to canada
in 1843 1I tilledfilled a mission to the indian
nation and during that year was elected
member of the city council of nauvoo
and in 1844 by vote otof the council was
elected mayor of0 that city and held the
office ushtili its chacharterrt er was repealed the
samee yyeare r I1 wwass sente t on a mission to
massachusettsassac duringring these years the
threaten ings of mobs nad been violent
joseph and hyrum smith had been
cruelly murdered while under the hedged
protection of the governor otof the state
and in february 1846 1I with manmanyY
others was forced to flee from nauvoo
crossing the mississippi on the ice and
seeking refuge in the wilds of iowa with
snow on the ground we here lost
some of our dearest friends and rela-
tions by the hardships and exposures
they were called to meet among
them my brother witewile daugh-
ter ofat deaconbacon Sain tiel curtis can-
aan columbia county N Y herhei
death and that of others was directlydirectlyy
due to our compulsory exodus from
nauvoo her father mother and kin
dred were according to the light they
hadbad exemplary and devoted christians
to such as these were the western mob
bralsarais appealing for countenance and
awaid while they were hounding their
childrenchildren to most cruel deaths not
many weeks after my brother orson
lostlest his wilewife my wife mary weakened
under the exposures and hardships of
thaejourney and was like many others
laid to rest by the road side none of
their kindred having today any recogni-
tion of where they lay

VI11 wish here to make affectionate and
honorable mention of my brother hy
rum whose litelile before association with
our people and his devotion and loyalty
to the gospel a ter embracing it was
worthy otof the highest and noblest re-
cognition he hadbad left nauvoo with
the first outgoing saints as captain of
fifty in the company of one hundred or-
ganized under my presidency during the
journey iromfrom nauvoo to garden grgroverove
he organized the labor force of the
camp aridand took contracts from the set-
tlers bordering our route otof travel to
chop titiberiber split rails etc thereby
procuring sustenance for the camp and
acquiring other much needed means for
the feeble and ailing the next morn-
ing alterafter his arrival at garden grove he
voluntarily started back to Nu

through great efforts he succeeded in
ememigratingrating from there several poor
families also to sell some of the prop-
erty letleft there by the three spencer
brothersothersor taking payment in stock cattle
but immediately trumped up writs were
manufactured and attachments issued
to hold the property until the mob
which was gathering should come into
nauvoo by almost superhuman efertseff arts
he escaped with the cattle and means
reaching the camp of the saints at
pisgah although he did so as a martyr

his exposures anxieties and labors
had killed him he died some mitesmiles
east of pisgah and his body was
brought there for burial his grave being
fenced and marked by two stones in-
scribed with the letters H S

in pursuing our journey west from
this point we followed the indian trail
across iowa to council bluffs camping
much of the time in close proximity tuto
indians and herding our cattle on their
grounds we had no trouble with them
for while we were suffering so cruelly
from the christian mobs the hearts of
the savages seemed changed and soften-
ed and true sympathy was extended by
them to a most touching degree it was
here proven as it has been oltenoften proved
by our people that having the gospel
they had also with them the power of
god unto salvation

we tarried during the winter of 46
and 47 near the banks of the missouri
river I1 acted as bishop during these
memorable months when the very
esafessencence of manhood and womanhood
was tested and I1 leave this affirmation
that the test was not only heroically
met but met with that divinity of pa
tiencedence and trust that only a people can
show who are divinely inspired

1 I fitted out from this camp francis
boggs elijah newman and levi ken
dall with two yoke of oxen wagon
provisions seed grain farming tools
etc and who came as pioneers arriving
on the site of salt lake city the of
luly 1847 and if their testimony be
true these oxen drew the plow that
turned the first sod in utah territory

aber the pioneers left my reorganiz-
ed company olof one hundred started west
in june with ira eldredge as captain of
fi ty following on the indian and trap-
pers trail which led to the north fork
of0 the platte river this journey was
a contincontinuousudus panorama of incidents
only an arms length as it were back
of us was our old new england life
our rewnew england relatives aridand associ-
ates our fine homes and farms and still
nearer only a short drive back lay the
home and farm which we hadbad just been
driven from into exile to have them
back we had only to deny mormonism
before us lay the problem of colonizing
with such people as we were in suan
scattered conditions as the mob had left
us the great american desert of
which the ablest of statesmenstac esmen daniel

rhad said it is not worth accept-
ance of which the great calhoun had

is not worth a pinch of snuff and in
which views benton hadbad acquiesced these
opinions havinhaving birth about 18451845 but
joseph smith tadhad told us in 19421542 that
goolsgods work should stand that his peo
pie should natnot be swallowed udby mobs
that they should become a numnumerousbrous
and mighty host inkiein the rocky mountains
no earthly light illumed the bleak pros-
pects the ablert men olof the world hadbad
pictured here before us morning noon
and night the seemingly boundless

plains red men by the thousands buffa-
loes by the tens of thousands here to
us a new world where for weeks no rain
fell torfor months no dew moistened the
aridand air here the very atmosatmospherepher
seemed to lie ane deceive in all the esti-
mates ot distance objects seemingly
ten miles away would prove to be twenty
or more here an animal could be
killed alevenat even tide jerked hung up by
the wagon side and cured without taint
as we traveled on

those who faced these condi-
tions in the spring of 1847 realized
that in this undertaking they severed
all alignments of the past lifehie
lives otof the dear ones memories of
loved kindred and homes respect-
ability of character all to perish in the 4desert with the brand for ever attached
of fanatics of fanatics there was no
lack of intelligence or discussion of this
matter A disciple of him whosewhole
tongue never uttered guilleguile said faith was
the giltgift of god he gave this gift to
modern israel on the confines of the
desert the merry laughtielaugh the prayers of
thanks the supplicationsions tor those
who had dedespite fully used us
the songs otof praise in the camp
were the acclaims otof prophetic victors
and as we journeyed hope brightened and
gave assurance otof what our children
witness today we had read of the
children of israel in the wilderness but
here were the children otof israel in very
fact those ancient ones were

preserved by god as were we
their famine was fed by manna ours with
quail they subdued enemies with the
sword oursour the most savage of savagessavage
were softened and made in some res
pacts to minister to our wants and I1
wish it here to go on record that the
hand of god was as much or more
visible with this modernmodem israel in bring-
ing and planting anoand successfully sus-
taining them in this then desert land as
it was with ancient israel and when all
the facts come to light it will be the
pleasure and justice of the world to
acknowledge itir and then it will no
longer be said that the lord god
liveth that brought the children of israel
out of the land of egypt but he liveth
who hath bibroughtought israel out of all
countries in the latter days

1 I reached the present site of salt
lake city with my company september

1847 and was the first eastern
emigeemigratingrading company organized vain june
aatt tthe eikA horn to reach the valle yand
to move into what hrshas been called the
old fort

1 I engaged in farming and various in-
dustriesdus tries termingforming at one time a partner-
ship with jacob gates J C lutielittie and
my sonn in opening a ranch in rushvalloValleyY ffromrom which we were unjustly oust-
ed by johnsons army at a loss to us of
many thousand dollars and by members
of whom my nephew howard 0 spen-
cer was afterwards nearly murdered

I1 1I have had the blessings of god in
sustaining a large family in this once
desert having had in addition to the
wives before named emily thompson
by whom I1 had two sons jared and
john D and four daughters aurelia
sophia emma and josepninejosephine decem-
ber 1856 sarah jane grey was
sealed tonieto me who bore me three sons 1

orson mark and grove and one daugh-
ter sophronia elizabeth funnell was
also sealed to me by whom I1 had tourfour
daughters georgiana chloe elizabeth

and henry wilson


