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ASHLEY VALLEY

while traveling over the mountainsmount alne
through canyons andandand desertsdecerto

during the past few yearsyeara of naymy
formate to reach all theendeavoringhr

of the saints toin the rockybooky
settlements bad reflex

mountains I1 have often
the saintssaintesuppose
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hot have beebeeb located today
fertilecolo counties of missouri saybay a

conslating of aboutof01 countryseape jaenson counbofty milesbleg with
contain andcouldcontrecentretrjr Asae thetee

hsuin aalthe11 we latter day saintsbainte now
upon the earth in an organ

provided that the samegametoad capacity
baverlybavenly blessings and prosperity fol

lowd them which has characterized
tink movementsmove menta in these moun-
taintatus were we thus locat-
ed community itAsaa a compact
would be an ey matter for an elder
with a special mission to viala all the
wardel and organizations of the
church but asan it now is it takes a man

yeatsyears of hard and constant
travel over somegome of jhb worstwont and
nuwt dangerousdanger roadsroada imaginable to
gc akmond to allail the stakesstaked of zion asaa

they are organized at the present time
it seems RBas if the saints are being
gathered in from the different nations
of the earth to scatter again immedia-
tely on their arrival at headquarters
this is undoubtedly all right and con-
sistent with the great plan of jehjehovahavah
ioin the consummation of the latter day
dispensation but the facts in the case
are neverthelesselees as I1 have stated and
they have been deeply impressed upon
my mind during this my firstbrat visit to
ashley valley or the uintah stake of
zion to reach which I1 have had to
cross a wild uninhabited country
which put me in mind of crossing the
plains with teams many years ago

on wednesday the third insel I1 set
outut from heber city wasatch county
with a uneone horse buggy accompanied
by one lady passenger and a child for
the purpose of visiting the saints in
uintah stake five miles traveled in
a southsoutheaster aly direction brought us
to the mouth of daniels creek canyon
up which over a rocky and somewhat
jangdangerouserous roaja J we continued the
journey torfor nearly twenty miles fur
ther which brought us to the rim of
the basin or the divide which separ-
ates the waters that coursecoune their way
through daniels creek the provo
river utah lake and the jordan to
the great saltbait lake from those that
reach the pacific ocean by the way of
strawberry dreekcreek and the Duchduchesseesue
green and colorado rivers the sum
mit of this divide is nearly feet
above the level of the sea and the
traveler at this point finds himself sur-
rounded by forests of pine and quicken
asp and his views out off by the sur-
rounding mountainspromfrom this elevated point the road
descends gently for three miles to
strawberry creek where we camped
for the night after being overtaken
by two teams containing two families
who were to be our traveling com-
panions to ashley the altitude being
so high the night proved cool and the
air was so thin that at least the baby
part otof the company failed to sleep
and instead kept up a regular scream
during the night preventing the rest
of us from getting that rest and repose
which our mental and physical organ-
ization stood in need

op
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thursday the eth we continued
our journey down strawberry valley
which at this time of thehe seasonmason was
dotted with camps whose occupants
were principally rustirusticating salt
lakers who finding the august sun
in the ler valleys hot and the air

sultry had sought a high altitude
where the atmosphere toi cooler and the
mountain breezes purer there were
also a number of indian me
pitched on some of the bendsbend of straw
berry creek evidently their occu-
pants were here for the purpose of
fishing

after proceeding down strawberry
valley for several miles our captain
brother mccarrol led the way over a
cutoffcut off leadleadinging over a very swampy and
springy part of the valley where on
several occasions our horsesbones came very
near miring d own and our vehicles
too audand before kettinggetting across we had
fully determined to take another road
coming back

leaving strawberry valley whichwilloh by
the dav was with
grasleebrasses representing a vast meadow
our road led over a succession of steep
hillbills until finallyy we looked down from
an eeminence upon currant creek a
tributary otof strawberry creek and the
next half hour found us traveling down
one of the rockiestrockiest and steepestateepeet dug
ways that I1 ever drove a team over
but good fortune favored us with a safe
descent and next we proceedededed to
cross several other ridgesri ilges until we at
last reached redbed creek another tribu-tary putting into strawberry from the
north there we encamped for the
night having traveled during the daytwenty eight milesmile

friday jtb our forenoon drive
consistedconflicted of crossing a 28 mile stretchof bad laudslands or desert without
water but abounding with cedar
boverecovererI1 ridges rocky gulches and
dangerous dugways oa one of the
latter which was very steep our young
est driver oame near emptying thecontents of hisbis wagon consisting oftwo women and half a dozen childreninto the rocky abyss to the left fromwhich there would have been no hopeshope
of escaping alive with both man
and animals panting with thirst wefinally reached strawberry creek
which takes a different course through
the mountainsmountain to the one mapped out
for the road and herebore we stopped for
noon expecting trout for dinner but
our captain who was also our chief
hunter and fisherman hadbad bad luck
the fish refused to hook on ja so we
made our dinner on bacon and breedbread
and uss the loaf of bread which wayay
friends in heber city had kindly fur-
nished me for the trip was all gone by
thisthin time I1 had to invite myself to
partake of the hospitality of my travel-
ing companions in the alvernoonalternoon


