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with other records baving

Jume
O g to Utab and ocaretuily

been brought

ved. )
p“';‘!;;t the original letter written in

i ai}, March 20, 1889, had also
#;::rltj{esjerv:ad, and waeron file iu the
Historian’s office, bearing the peraonail
ajgnatures of Joeeph Bmith Jr.,, Hyrum
Bmith, Lyman Wight, Caleb Baldwin
and Alexander MoeRae.

That critioal compatison of the origi-
nal leiter with the copy in the DEs-
ERET NEWS and Miijeunial Bisr
showed them L0 he esrentisily the
same, the only differences being in the

n few WOrJB.
np;{“q:::go:dmiued that the lstter as it
appested 10 the Times and SBeasons of
Muy, 1840, was 8bbrevisled and euited,
but i:. was not admitted that the edltors
of the Timea sbd fenasons had a desire
to $wilfully »nd roaliolously?’ corruot
the worde of Josepn Bmitn; that prob-
ahly the ohaunges wWare made for pru-
dence® raké, and the abhrevisticos to
save space i0 B smnall periodics). Toat,
however, was & mere matier of coojec-
tu:;;.nt it nppesars that these proofe do
not satisfy the editor of The Bealnte’
Herald, In the lseueof Juls 15, 1898,
& lengtny reppoDBe Bppears, in which
it 1& srgued that B seotimenl Jo the orl-
ginal letter. B8 pobitsbed in the Btar,
containe fust elgnteen words, w‘hlle ua
it appenred in the Times and Beavons
it bae juet pinateen worde, and Lhe ob-
jector induiges jn an atlemplt Rt sur-
crem over Lbe greal condelnsolion ex-
bibitey in the chAUEE.

All that I3 necessuty toray iu re.
ply to this emall quibhle, i3 tbat the
abbreviation clnimed was ool in refer.
epnce to a solitary sentiment, but 1o
reference lo the whole letter, wnich
the wuitor of 1be Herald admite con-
taips in the Btar “hh'tiul- rix hunpured
and eixty worde more'’ than in the

d Bua’sone.
Tlg:-c:l[;]phma further that an jm-
portant doctrinnl  point  was also
changed. Ho88ye:

r. and if Mr. Richards 1s
ﬂgﬁt tihna glt:o’rlglnal letter, those words
are used: ‘tIn the midet of the council
of the Eternal God of sll othet Gods, be-
tore this wortd was," ece. In tho Timen
m it is ghl'enr tt:ma: "Iin ng

i 1he council of heaven iu the
c]I)nrle(izlnc‘;tof the Etarnal God before Lhe
world was.’?

Suppueing that o be correct, the
reepunsibility 10F the change does oot
rest -upon Lne editor ot the Biar or
the eaitor cf the DERERET NEWS, who
publisbey the Jeiter a8 1t appesared in
the original. FPosaibly it wue one ol
the changes me#de ftur prudence’ suke,
nt which tbe Herahi edlior jeers so
Aippantly, the doctrine of the plurality
of (Gods mnot heingdlhenl!:o fully anu

] rocisimed as wae pabse.
23223; b? the Propbet Joseph Bmith.

At the April Coufereoce of 1644, the
minutes of which sppest in volume 5
ol the Times and Heasnns, and al a
meeljng in Lhe Grove, Nauvoo, Juue
18, 1844, Joseph Bmiin explained this
docizine, guoling trom the Hebrew,
and showing thal toe heginning of the
Hihle reade, “The bend one of the
Gods brought forth the Gide.? Iu the
transistion of the Book of Abraham,
published in the Times and Beuwsous of
March 15, 1842, the plurality of Gods 1r
set lorth in unmisiakable language.
This was publisned, not only In the
Jifelime of the Prophet Joseph, bug

ander his direet and personal edi-
torebip, as appears by the following in
that paper, pa 710:

TIMES AND SEASONS.
Clty of Nanvoo.
Tuesday. Mareh 15, 1842,
To subgerihers.

This paper commences my editorial
career. I alone stand responsible for it,
and shall do for all papers having my
signature benceforward. 1 am not ro-
aponsible for the puhlication or arrange-
ment of the former paper; the latter did
not come under my supervision.

JosEPH BMITH.

The editor of the Herald says the
charge of *'cowardice’ s implled in the
suprosition thatrewe ihinge contalned
tn 1bearigina) letter from Joseph Smith,
etul,werewitbheld for the tlwe being far
pradentia] reasons, declares *'the very
mention o! It s conlemptible,’* and
lurther EBaye, ‘*weo are not couverls to

the theoty that prudentiai or otber
reasops justify the wupptession of
truth.??

Is 1t not sbsut time that the writer
of those pentiments hecarme converted,
not only to the doctrine of the wisdom
of withhulding advanced truthe L] the
ttme is tipe for their puclieatioo, but
also Lo many other doctrines promul.
gated by Joseph the Beei?

Were not the first Elders ol the
Cbhurch commanded ‘‘lo boid their
peace’? concerning many things that
were revesled until the time should
gome When they could be aanfely pro-
glaimed? For nstunce:

And I commsnd you that you preach
naught but repeuntance, und show mnot
these things unto the world until it is
windom in me, for they caonot hear
meat Dow, but milk they mnst reccive;
wheretore they must Dot know these
thtngs lest they periab. (Doc. and Cov.
Sec. 19, v. 21, 22.?

Agaln:

Thou shalt ask and my seriptures shall
be given a3 I have nppointed, and they
shall be pressrved in sulety; and it.ds ex-
pedient tnat thou shiculds. holdiby peace
concerning lbem and not teach them
aotiit ye bave received them in fuil.
{Doc. aud Gov. Sec. 42, v. 56, 57.)

And agnaipt

And let all my people who dwell in the
regions round about be very [aithful and
prayerful and bumhnle before me, and re-
veoul not thethings which I have revealed
untoe them, untii it is wisdom in me
thut they should he revealed. (Duve. and
Cov. Sec. 125, v. 23.)

Dovs vot everyuody seuppress Lhe
lrutu wheth urudeunce diotates? Do
parenis tell their ohiidren all the truth
when Bsked Questions nol proper Lo
noswer In full?

Tue editor of the Baints’? Herald
offers anvther objection. He wunla to
know why Jorepbh 3mith and bis com-
panlons “would write from jall, wherse
all dopuments wrillen by lbem WwWerle
suhfect to offieial inepectien, thinge
uod prudent to make publie??

1t ne wers more tamilisr with the hie.
lory of tbe Church sod ol the times
when the Prophet wus ln ptison, he
would perhaps understand that the
communications eent tv the Church
wod to friends At that perind were not
submitied to v felsl inepection, but ¢n-
trueted to safe Lands tor private cou.
veyance,

There are some otber puerilities in
his articte which require no sillention,
but he retarns Lo bis former spirlt of
ageuaatiol, and says:

In so far as the editor of the Millen-
ninl Star copied from the DEsERET NEW=
In good faith, snpposing the NEwWS Lo he
corrael, he is exousahle, and can only he
charged with careleasness,

That ia tosay, when the editor of a
perfodical coples an article, verbatim,
in good faith, from anolther puhlica-
tion, eupposing It 18 correct, be ls Lo
be eharged with carelessnese]

But changing histoos while main-
tplning the same aplrit, be exclaima:

Aftor the death of an author to go

of his pnhlished work and hugb g?k
mannscript that has subsequently been
revised and correoted, is questionable
journaliatie courteay, whelher the Mil-
lennjal Star or the DESERET NEWS 18 re-
sponsible.
Oun this Lheory it !a a violation of
journalistic courteay, wnen publishing
a letter writlen hy u prominent Cbhurch
leader apd slgned by blmself and four
others, to tuke the original dosumest
88 copy iuelead of an abhbreviated and
modifted version. The conception of
Yjournallstle courtesy*” wilth which
the sditor of tbe Baints’ Herald ap-
pears lo ne pregnant,is 8o grest Lthat he
rushes oo ptint . with san sccusation
agsinst tbe edilor of the Mililennisi
Biar, of obaoging and ecorrupting
the wordes of Joseph Bmith sluce
hta death; of willully ana .ma-
leiously puttilneg inlo the mouths
of the martyred dead words
never ueed by them; of using duplle-
ity and deceit. Wheo proofsare given
Lhat Lbe editor of the Biar slmply
copled from another perlodicsal in good
fulth that which appeared ashsolulely
cotreoct, the agcuser,iustead of acknow -
edgiog thuat these cbarges were umn-
founded, continues his atlack, and vir-
iaslly repeate hin charges, and then
talke mbout 'journalielic courtesy.?’

Respectiog the origlnal letter in dle-
pute, Lhe reguesl Is madJde Lbat a com-
mittee, apporoled hy the editor of tne
Hersld, ehall examios the yocument
and the s:guatures it hears. Without
roplying to ni« atloruey-like queries, 1
wtil say, that I sam willing tv submit
wne¢ dooumert Lo the inespetvtion of
any geullemun porseseod of ordioary
courtesy, who may be appointed hy
the preeident of tne *"*Ru.vrganizeq?”
church for the putpose, if Lthe object
is to obtain information; the letter to be
exsmined In the pressnce of others,
and s tailbful and correot report of the
juvestigation to be made, Thls, bhow.
ever, 1s bot 1o be conslyered se a pre-
crdeot for the exhivition of histotde
Jocuments snd relics aod recorda in
{he possession of the Churob of Jeaua
Cnrist of Latter-day Balnta.

FRARKLIN D. RICHARDS,
Historlan spd Gevernt Cuurch Re-
corder of the Cuorch of Jesus

Chrlet of Liatter-day Balnis,

= =
JF BPAIN, s¢ » Duavaua papor asserte,
la 10 che predicsment of haviog Lo
make war on the [Foited Btaies Ip
order to eave her honor und prevent a
tevolution at bome, ebe mMAy aR well
sacriflos her honor and acosptl Lthe rev.
olutlon without w disastrous foreign
wuar. In such a contest Bpsin would
be defested and the revolution that
now is only toreatening would be ger-
tnin Lo break oul, Aod the goverumemt
would be ewept sway belors it us &
hayatack helote a twrondo. It tha
Bpanlish governtaent cuntemplaies
cominiliing eulcide tn otdur Lo save it
honor, it snould lesd the counfry on in
u hrief contest with tbhe Uulied Biates




