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But on reflection the~outlook is not
B0 “blue’? for the Republicans as it
seems to eome people. The total vote
is more than a thousand larger than
wan at first supposed. It is generally
conceded, too, that a very large pro-
portion of the ‘‘Liberal’* faction will
be Republican in politice when the
combjvation is dissolved. Some put
the number at two-thirds, others =t
three-fourths of the whole, Thls would
lenve stlll a majority In favor of the
Democrate, which would be ipereased
by the one-third or one-fourth of the
‘‘Liberal’* remainder.

However, a great many citizens
voted for the Democratic nominees at
this election who are not attached to
nny political organization.
them  ddid 80 becausa tbey
thought that ticket the most likely to
win; others because they have Demo-
cratic leaninge, from various causes,
without any deflnite esneluefon in
their minds ae to parties. Here ie a
fleld open fur political labor, Both
partles may engage in It with profit.
And the conditions are such that
neither can fay, positively which will
be in the majority when there are but
the two legitimate national parties tn
contention, and side lesuer are cut off.

The claim that ‘“Liberalism® and
Republicanism are identical, or nearly
80, because the greater part of the
*‘Libetal’? faction have Republican
proclivities, will not stand close ex-
amination. We regard the aims and
methode of that factlon 58 .antagon-
istic to both Republican and' Demo-
cratic principles. It is doomed to die
and its time |8 short. There are still
active and bright men in It who have
Democratic tendencies, and though
the roughest and toughest elements of
society affilinte with that faction yet
when it is defunet the respectable ele-
ment will not all drift one way.

What is needed now in this Terri-
tory, by both of the regular parties, is
thorough and complete organization
with efficlent, yet rational, fair-
minded and gentlemianly public politi-
cal edneators,

The Republican Territorial Conven-
tion will meet {n this ity on the 2nd
of Beptember for the purpose of eflect-
ing s general organization and appoint-
ing committes. The county conven-
tione are to meet on ‘Wednpeaday,
August 26, to velect delegates to tbe
territorial convention. Thils showe
that the results of the electlon are
hopeful to that party, and that the in-
tention ls to make s concerted struggle
for future victory.

The Democrats wili, no doubt, en-
couraged hy thelr late success, prepare
to meet the foe and we may look for
iively political campaigning. We hope

S8ome of

truth will come uppermost and intelll-
gence will be diffused. Mere conten-
tion breeds bitlerness and darknpess,
while eniightened discuesion epreads
freedom and light,

TAXPAYERS INDIGNANT,

THERE is always pome complaint
about taxes. No doubt there nlwaye
was, and the probability s that there
always will be until “‘that which is
perfect is come,’’ then justice and
equity will prevail, and public duties
will be regarded as privileges and be
dizcharged with promptness and
pleasure.

Just now there is a general outbarst
of dlesntiefnetion In regard to the city
taxer. The strong lapguage used is
not so much sgainst the rate ne agalnet
the valuations. That they are excess-
ive and unreasonable is universally
claimed, and we think not without
reason. Of course it is easy to grum-
ble even when there ia little or no
cause, But on this oceasion the cuuse
is ample.

Property is nasessed at fancy prices.
Large advances nre made over last
year’s assessieent withoutany apparent
reagson. Many places are put at figures
far beyond what they are offered at on
the market. Houses are valued at
higher prices than they cost to build.
The city aseessments nre again mueh
ahead of the county assessments, (" And
there is an outery that is very unfavoer-
able to “Liberal’* management.

The only answers we have heard to
the vigorous cowplnints nre, “the
asseseor i8 required hy law to aseess
| property at s cnsh valuation,the fault ie
therefore in the law;** and “you can’t
have public lmprovements without|
money to pay for them.’* Thege re-
plies are open to criticleam. Let us
examine them,

The law has always required proper-
ty to be arsersed at ‘fa cash valuation?
or at ‘“a falr cash value,” which
means the same thing. Bnt the pre-
rent law detines its own meaning and
BRYE:

“Tho terms valno apd frir cash value

it will be conducted in such a way that | The boom burst, bona fide trans

fers are
few, values are much lower than they
were two years ago, and forced asales
would bring but.smnll igures. Yet ip
the midet of all thie, taxpayers are
assessed at speculative prices, and fle-
titious values are placed upon their
property, and there is no wonder that
they emphatically object.

Then the public improvements are
chiefly to be seen in boastiul comments
of the *‘Liberai’ organ, A few streeta
have been leveled and improved;
Bldewnlks have been graded so that
the property adjacent in many in.
stanges has been nearly rulned. Tt jga
either left away up so that eteps have
tn be made to reach it, or solow dowpn
that o ladder must be placed to get
down to it. Some of the most cranky
and utterly ridiculous work has been
done at Immebnse expense and tg
the detriment of adjacent property
holders.

What else? Who can tell? What {g
there to show for the exorbitant tnxeg
recklese expenditure and enormou;
debt which are the result of “Libera]s
municipal contiol? The ery for more
money at the expenee of the over.
burdened taxpayers is impudent apg
outrageous, an: the method of ghtajp.
Ing it ia deserviog of all the odfypg
which it bears.

The system of paying a per, centage
for assesslng property is a premium
upon injustice, Itis an incentive tg
the officer to make valuationsexorpit-
ant. Why should these values Lbe kept
up to makea big per centage for the
“Assessor, and provide more revepye
than is actually peeded for munjcipal
purposes, as the muddled estimntes
show?

The Board of Equalization have a
heavy task before them. It is tp be
hoped they will be considerate to the
taxpayere, even if being so shall cut
down the amount to be reaped by the
Assessor nni Collector. Itis not unjike-
ly tbat the matter wiil be taken jnte
the courts before it is done with. Tpe
law is pla“’.‘l. Its intent and purpoge
have not been cousidered. The en.
deavor eeems (0 have been to get as
much’ out of the taxpayere as possible.
There shonid be a remedy for this, We

mean the smount at whigh property
would be taken in payment of fust debt
due from a solvent debtor.?”?

This deflnition hae been derided by

believe it can be had in the coura,
Last year the pleadinge of the op-
preseed taxpayers were, in most ip-

-some of the officlale interested fo mak-|stances, eneeringly disregarded., This
ing exorbitant aseessrmentr, but every | year, unless they are listened ty with
intelligent person cnn understand it{reason and some attempts at fuirness,
and gee that it i a fair guide. Cush |the aggrieved ehould comnbine to presa
vnlue does nof mean A fancy price Axed their appeals to a legal isene, that
by the Assessor, but what the property | burdens may not be .fastened upon

would fetch on a cash sale for debt. ~{ | them too grievous to be borne.  Mean.

while let all who are over aspessed

It is wel] known that real eslnt: had |, o vethelr applications to the Board

declined in price, evermince the “Lib-|pefore the close of the coming week.
eralst’ captured this city by fraud.| Don’t leéhve-it until it ie too late.




