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of the human family, and He re.
warded them for their services. [t was
#0 in the days of the Apestles. The
Bavior promised them great hlessings.
On one oeoasion he safd: “Ye which
have followed me, in the regeneration
when tha Bon of man «ball eit in the
throne of his glory, ye also shall sit
upon twelve throues, judging the
twelve tribes of Ierasl,’* What a great
blessing this wasl Whnat dignity! And
Henot only promisead to them these
blessings, but He realed them upon
them, We are also told that the
Baints of God are to be kioges and
prieste unto the Most High God,

Qod gave His ancient sarvants ex-
traordinary marks of favor. He called
Abrabam Hifs friend, and made great
promises to him and his posterity. He
told him that in his seed all the
pztiona of the earth should be bleased,
He repeated this promise to.lpaao and
to Jacob, and their- descendants re-
celved the fulfillment of it. He gave
to Abrahiam a promize that he should
have the land of Canaan for an
everlasting possession, and that his
posterity ebhould inhahit that land.
And through the (faithfulpess
of those men thelr posterity
today sre marked because of
the miraculous care that God has had
over them, in preserving them smid
the vicissitudes that have befallen the
human family, and kKeeping them as a
distinet peopie, {D many rsepects, up
to the present time. I refer now to
the Jews. Thera are also other
branches of the Houae of Israel that
have been in like manner preserved,
and wlll be preserved, through the
promisea which were made (o their
futhers, There was some use In serv.
ing God In thoee days. There were
blesatngs promised that were very
great, and that encowpraged the men
who served Him to endure al! things,
eveu death iteell; for they had the
promise that they should hecomwe kinge
and have dominlon and rnle, and
their posterity should be b'etsed in the
earth, and they shounid have great re-
wards in eterpity.: These'were incen-
tives for them to keep the command-
menis of God. Whele areany peopis
who receive such promises now? Out-
side of the Liatter-uay Bainta, there are
none to be found on the face of the
earth. Why la this? Is 1t because
God is deaa? ls it because He is not
the same today that He always wae?
Is it because He has becomv a re-
specter of persons, and in one genera-
tion He will bestow great blessliogs
upon His servsnts and in another
generation wijl withhold them? No,
it is vot for any of these reasons, It is
becauce the luhabitauts of the earth
have not Jived up to His command-
menisand they have nol exercised the
taiths that the anclents had in order to
receive these blessings. Can you not
all percelve what a Jiffercnce there is
in the world todsy, outslde oi our
Ciourch, frem that which existed In
sncient times when men served (God
And kept His commandments? The
Binle ia fall of promises to them. They
were (avored {ndividuala, favored fam-
ifes, favored races and javored natione,
becausethey keptihe commandinenta of
God, Thbere is certninly sometbing
wrong in thie condition that exists now
in the world. Eitber God bas changed,
or elee He has died, or gone to sleep, or
else the inhabliants of the earth do not

iive so as to receive Hie bleselngs. I
prefer to believe that God lives, that
He bns Dot gone on a journey, and
that He has not gone to sleep. [ pre-
fer to belleve that the failure to re-
celve these greit Dblessings and
promises is due to men.

Now, God has restored the Gospel,
through which these blessings are to
be recelved. How shall they bhe re-
ceived; and whers shall they be re-
cefved? Why, God has commanded
ug to build temples, and we have had
the same anxjety in relation to huild-
ing temples that the children of Jerael
had In the days of David and
‘'of Bolomon; and we have built
temnples and have received bieesings
in them. We have recelved promises,
endowments and keys L5 which we
ean go to God as the ancients did,
exerofse faitly before Him, and obtain
the promises that they received. Itis
for this purpose that temples have been
built. I eald to you the other day that
this is the only people on the earth
that I kpew anything of where
every reputable male memher of
the OChurch held some portlon
of the Priesthood and where ev-
ery man, as fast a3 he was prepared,
received the Melohisedek Priesthood
and the power and authority connected
therewith. Why is it that God has
distributed this power among this
people? Lt ia for-the purpose of ralsing
them up and making them a holy na-
lipn—~a nation of kirgs and of priesta,
Not three men standing between God
and the people. Not twelve men sit-
ting on a platform and being the ora-
clen to the people without the pecple
baving the chance to know whetber
they are the servants of God
or not. Not eeventy men, npor
any number of men.. No caste, no
distinction, no olaxsing of the people in
that way; but every onethat hehaves
himself and setves God, receiving the
pame a8 ail the reet. Where is there
anything on the easth like it? You
cannot flnd it among mren, Itls the
beginning of thal great pewer that
will overshadow the earth,and that
will lift every man near to his Goy. No
man need be afrald, for he will get all
‘that he can besar.It cught to makeus re.
Joice from the hottom of our hearts that
in this reapect we are so biessed, Other
churoches have their preachers, and
they are divided into classes. The
preachers are liited up. They explain
the word of God lo the people, and the
people =it and listen. Do they tell
them that it is their privilege to know

for themselves? No, they do not, be-
cause It hns become a profesaion to
preach the GQospel for money and to
divine for hire, Men are educated
in colleges aud In universities to give
them these distinctions and to lift them
‘above their fellows. That is not God*s
way, and that ia oot His design con-
nected with tbis people. He intends
to make usa great and mighty people,
and He wants to get us to realize—and
the servants of God are striving to that
end ua fast as they can—our own fim-
portaned acd our own privileges. The
First Presidency andp the Twelve do
not want the people to thipk that
everything depende upon them. They
are trying to infuse into the hearts of
sli the men and women of this Church
the dignity of thelr calling and the
closeness of their relationship to God,

and to have them feel that they are
important in His sight,

- We are building templea for the ex-
press purpose of bestowlog blesalngs
upon the people and preparing
the people for eternity, We have
come to the earth for that purpose,
We have not come here to be
like 8o many abnimale—to eat, drink
anid die. That is not the purpose that
(Jod bad in view in eerding us here,
We are fllled whth the aspirations of
Delty. We have great and godlike
qualities lying latent and undeveloped
within ue; but they will be developed,
tor we are the offapring «f God, and He
wants to maks us like Himself, That
is why He has sent us here; not merely
to eat and drink, hut to prepare our-
selves for eternity, How shall we
live ln eternity? I said In the begin-
piog of my remarke that the religlous
world did not tell us anytbing about
this, for they dJdid pol koow. WIili
husband know bhis wife? Will wife
know her husbanu? WIll there be any
closer tie between the husband and
the wife in eternity than between the
husband and a strange woman or the
wife and a strange man? ‘[ think
not,* the relliglous man will say; “The
Bavior eays there Is Do marrying
or giving in marriage Iln the res-
urrectlon, and I think, therefore, that
we will al] live separately.’* Waell,
Low about these delightful wesoslations
tuat we have in this life? How is it
that when men are separated from Shelr

wives, or when women are separated
from thelr husbands, they frequently

Jdie themselves? How is 3t that mothers,
when they lose a loved child, almost
feel as though they wanted to die, too,
and dJo soroetimes dle through grief?
Are these aflectione anything? Are
they to be obliterated? Are none of
them ty survive the resurrection? Are
we to be mixzed like so many cuttle In
eternity? Is that the fate whichaw.its
men anJ women, created In tbe image
of God? Istbe procreative power to be
lost—that gitt which 1s the greatest that
God hasgiven toa human being? Are
all these affections that are so dellght.
ful and so tender to be crushed opt
and pever have room for expansion?
Why, itis the most hideous {hought
that ¢an be presented fo reflectiog men
and women. No; God has taught us
betier than this, He has reveajed to
us that these relatiouships that aze so
tendsr and that make life so Jdelightful
will exlet beyond the grave. Wife will
be united to hnsbard. Children wiil
be united to parents, The family rela-
tlonship will exiet in eternity, and the
glory of a msn apnd a woman will be in
Jdwelllng in the midst of thelr pesterity
and seeing that posterity inereass. For
after God seemulngly bhad exhsusied
avery blesslng that He could give to
Abraham, or that human heart could
desire, He took him out aud showed
him the stars of heaven nnd eaid to
him: *In hlessing I will bless thee,
and in muitiplyiog I will multiply thy
seed ns the stars of the heaven,
and a8 the s8sand which s
upon the swa shore.’” That ssemed
to be the crowning blesing — the
nlessiag of all blessinga—that Hs pro-
nounced upon His faithful sersant
Abrahum. after he had expressed a

wlilingness to sacrifice his son Isaao, |

And this is the blessing that God haa
promised i{o svery falthful mau apnd
woman—that to the inorease of their
seed there ehall be no end. This will

constltute the great glery of eternity—
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