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In the decision of the suit of the Goi
,nm ATuniifnftturinir Company vk

White, the Supreme Uonrt of the Unit-
ed States has rendered eignalandx lm-torU- Dt

Service to the Igrf;.. o,t Ttv the statute, of 1842. Con-
I WresW authorized the commissioner to
i crant letters patent to thosewhose In- -

- .j.,trV mTih. efforte. - sad ' expense '
. 'should produce new designs for printing,
atafues.bs relievesjin short, for all forms
iof ornamentation. It was the Intent of
this act that the art of decoration should
enjoy the fostering care 4and protection
which has conferred such conspicuous
benefits upon the American, Invention
In th mechanic arte; and in construing
ill is law ii euchl manner as to give
bractlical protection to the designer, the
Court has, doubtless, lent n valuable im-

pulse ta the artistic cultureCJJje, couji- -

i Although passed twentj jear,8?this act has remained srrae4;rlKnj
(lead letterrVery few suits were brought
under; it at . the Circuit,-

- and, nntU the
present, none have- - been earned ta the

' :." --
!
Supreme;Court.

The result has
rbeen that , infringe-inen- ts

of design patents have become al-pao- 3t

universal. No sooner aWa' pat-

tern, devised and introduced at ' great
, Expense, become popular in tbemarKet,

then it was copied by other manufac-turor- m

whrt fhn without riak. ana al- -

njoit without loss of business consider
ationi enjojed the fruits of tb iseniue

v and enterprise f.othe;rvrhU lnwame

utenca of American
design, for no one could afford t employ
a corps of artista, and lncSu? the cost of
brincrinc new cnods into. the market. If
his property in the result was open to be
Shared by all the world.'1 3 1

i This was the state of' the business
which the Gorham Manufacturing Com-

pany undertook to remedy. I They were
as every one knows, foremost among
American silver-smith- s for the beauty
And nnvftlfv of their coods. Undis
mayed by the growing ptactiee of in- -'

fringement which disgraced the trade,
,they kept a large corps of artists ,In
their employ, whose business It was to
devise new and beautiful forms "anq
decorations. 1 TheseTwere, as 4general

- rulc eonied hv others, and the CJoxham
Couipauy resolved to se whether the

- law Which had nromised them, protec
tion iwas adequate to furnish them relief

. this great and serious mischief.
Tlrey have carried on this good fight for

, art and their rights for six years.uuaiaeatavt! by the moral support of; the trade,
and the decision of the Supreme Court
haa kit last crowned their yeourage and
endurance t with brilliant! triumphs
They selected, as the groundlon . which.

. to make their fight, the patent ior me

.FTrflojiit S 40 K.. m.
ft AC n. -

SS p. m.
Uzdn pd Halt lake.

w,Ul Monhrn Settlemeota laJJjJtjj5d
aIx;tc: :3pAarxE3 time. ;
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JSTxJLJDOL&irojLa Patrons
OF

FAIL1L &

i iesign oi the well-know- n coiiage x ai- -'

tern of spoons and forks.1 The infrin-
gers called their goods the Gothie Pat-
tern i and had, also, a patent,- - but the

i i j orham Com pasyi. charged that this
waH Rn evident copy- - of their? design,
varied only for the purpose of 1

escaping
; the law. It was an additional grievance

( in this case that the cottage goods were
in silver; while the imitation was in
ba.o, metal. . ' -

i Tley proved, by nearly all the lead-lin-g,

silver-smit- h of New York, Phila- -

del phia, Boston, and. the WestL that the
defendants' goods were so nearly like the
plaintiffs' thatordinary purchasers would
mistake the one for the other.. They
further showed the great value of their
design, which was pronounced by an

' eminent dealer the best plain pattern he
had ever seen, and which was estimated

r by another leading silver-smit- h to be, in
his judgment worth $50,000 at least. And
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LCI I. CLOTHING DEFABTHEHtthey called witnesses in the trade who
narrated occasions when- - they had
actually mistaken ono pattern for the
other.- - . -

, . 4 . .. - .?

i Kone of these facts were denied by the
defendants, who rested their, case solely

. HAVEIBOOaHT; A' .

, upon the fact, not controverted by the
Oorlism Company, that there" were cer--y

tain ditierenees in, the details of the two

CiTIIIGMlSEliRllSniieGeOODS
lL.arjru ani --Well -

SUITABLE FOB TBB BE&80N;

nd tttoM who re In Atm rttad this oltjr en
br.ai In

L, o k i ng hroijrgii 4iur Mngri

; j
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WE ttwp'i'Iy 1. U Tits ths Pnbllo to

IN P B . AND Kli A BOBAT

designs, which experts and persons ac-
customed t to lock at silverware would
certainly observe. And I bequest ion .was
thus fairly raised whether a patent for a
qesign was infringed li the infringer was
Clever enough to produce upon the eye
ine same artistic eiiecc,.ana yet vary
iroin iie details snown and described In

! the patent. The plaintiffs claimed that
if, to the eye of the purchaser, the re-- '
tem bianco was so close that the pattern
Were the same, then that, in law. tbev
must be deemed tli samei,whUe thedai'4

FOR INSPECTION.
f L

French, English, and America n Suitings, Coatings
anaiuassimeres .imiireai variety ana

nenVfvaa Hoy' Clotilftir li e Latest FaasUIonn,
' Ylie tlilIoascVin IVeV York, Boston, CHICsSo

unci Hau

' fen dants urged that itwas for experts
and designers to determine the identitybf t h patterns! r fl ? 4

k- ?f flff?!
j Tli cause wasj reard in Newpxirtoip

. the summer Jof iSTOand th viws of
; the defendants were sustained by the

pinion of the Court. v.TJiis doctrine w'fent to" the'root ;of the' matter. If it were sound, design patentswere of no value, for it is always easy to
jvary the details . of a work of art,. and
yet preserve the same artistic effect n d
ithe same results on the eye iof the ob-iserv- er.

To such a rule the Gorham
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ami --Orceley snd al, the cwest;;!Sly.W of

company, and, indeed, the rme arts of
the country, could not submit. And
they therefore appealed their , cause to
the Supreme Court,whlch: has jusjb de--
ciaea it in tneir lavor, ana has reverse
the doctrine of the Court below.

The value of the doctrine of this decis
ion to the artistic progress of the country
can scarcely be overated. : Inyentors of
designs now stand on the same level
with inventors of machines. ' The beau-
tiful arts may now go into.buslness and
vie with their mechanical sisters in the
successful pursuit of wealth." 11 will now
become more than ever for the" interest
rftf i tin irrAftf oil tror'amlrKo 4s a I m at 4 K a
production of new and varied wmnosl- -

. .A m. -
uons, ana xo engage corps or. trained
artists to aid them in their completion.
Fostered and sustained by the strone
arm of the law, we may atlength expectto see American manufactures as ad
mirable for their beauty as fur their in-
genuity. ' J ', ;

For this important result the countrymust thank the Gorham ManufactariaK
Company, whose courage and resolution
have brought it about.iVTew. York. Daily
UVTHB.
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