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1aly's First Lady is Extravagant-
Iy Fond of Children and Christ-
' mas is Her Chance,

SANTA CLAUS AS MINISTER.

Little Princesses Yolanda and Mafal-
‘ da Keign Supreme in Quirinal at
Rome Next Week.

{
fi1 ) Correspondence,

{iome, Dee. 8.~Although the real cele.
bration of Christmas, with the exchange
' r1s. comes, for the majority of Ital.
.'”". hildren, on the Epiphany, leaving
i Can entirely religious day, the
roval family keep Christmag as do other

untries. This is a tradition in the
J{ouse of Savoy which the present king
nd queen have maintained,

‘.", :,,“” all 18 movement and lfe at
theistmastide.  Both king and gueen
v nally select the valuable presents
they glve to the members of  thelr
il .;. holds, Thig year Queen Elena will
inke vecullar pains In choosing an in-
r.; ity of gifts, as it is said she gave dis.

fuction last year, through an inno.
nt judging of other people by herself,
FOND OF CHILDREN,

One of her greatest weaknesses s

b

bl n.. She adores her own, loves
,,. 0 of her ladles-In-waiting, and has
Bl than kindly feeling for all young
¢ such, even extending her af.

foction to the eldest gon of the Duke
of Aosta, who will sometime git on the
throae of Ttaly, If Queen Elena has no
boys In the general courge of wenk
human nature she would not feel very
friendly towards him-and in fact she
did not In the beginning—but he con.
wred her as a baby, and that meant

forever,

Last year the queen thought she
could not please her ladies-in-waiting
better than by pleaging thelr little ones,
s0 she arranged a magnificent Christ.
mas tree, swhich she hung with every.
thing that the Infant heart could de.
sire, the presents being most costly and
numerous, but there were only trifles
for the parents, This was too much,
the laments were long and loud, and
reached the ears of the poor queen, who
had Intended so well and had satisfied
o Il With her, one lesson s sufficient,
#0 that thig season the gifts are to be
many and beautiful, but strictly for the

inmas,
GIVINTG OF PRESENTS.

The glving of the presents forms a

regular ceremonial,  They are all ar-
ranged on varlous tables. There are
Jewels for the wives of those decorated
With the collar of the Annunziata, wives
Of cabinet ministers, and ladles-in-wait-
g, Each present has a card attached,
on which Is written the name of the
crson for whom It I8 intended. The
ountess Giucclarding, the chief lady
Walllng of her majesty, has a large
K In which she has written every
1 llst of the presents given hy
o the king and queen, and the names
el reciptents, In this way the giy.
Nk of duplicate gifts 18 avolded. The
ladles-in-walting wear the Jewels pre.
gented them by her majesty for the
first time at the reception given to the
diplomatic corps, on the evening of the
last day of the vear,

Besides this “intimate reception” for
the begtowing of gifts, there are Innum.
erable others, so that the season I8 con.
sidered at court to be the most fatigu-
ng of the whole vear,

QUEEN AS SANTA CLAUS.

This Christmas there i§ to be an en-

ey Intimate Christmas tree for th

Princesses Yolanda and Mafal-

‘i, the former being not yet three, and

! ter having just completed her

Christmus to the babies s

€ lnugh beginning with the mo

met ney open  their. eyes In the

( until they cloge them

U nlght The first thing tney sce |s

m th provoking object, placed go

l teh the attention, Last yean

! Yolunda found a "mgger” doll

Wng on her plllow, and when she

I stuck out ite tongue, She

I laughed until her nurse

o stop, and then ghe

new treusure to her bosom

o paps and mame After

reakt auring  the morning,the shut-

t wsed and the electrie light

1 that the beautiful treos

ith tiny colored electrie

Elot nd - laden  with curious  and

n Ped parcels shown in  full

¥ e view of the open<mouthed

I'his year the tree will be

Rl nd the queen herself will act
. us
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majesties  themselves recelve
vutside the family cirele It
rmitted; but those who feel
tHitude to them, or from theh
ur the throne, have got into
of wending the babies re-
t8, which are accepted
hule of the day of Christmas
Wuirinal Is steietly private, a
vhere the servants are
and where the childyren
I consideration Ax  the
v the princesses are old-
e perhaps others, more
e of this "holyday,” but
\ he entirely Intimate,
#lles Tollow the natlonal
t fi#h dinnr on Christmas
luy before  Christmas, as
ent church festival, |8 a
" day (as the Nallans
to suy, a day on which
touched. But with the
wness of the natlon, ine
regarded as a day of
d upon ag an occaslon
thorate and costly figh
W the invariable rule,

CHRISTMAS EVE,

oman gpends the night
Mg i merry company,
ving tomboels, a kind of
thout one o'clock of tha
Hie Mth the entire party
the fish  market, where
nugnificent display of the
I iater on, immense eels
L eongpleuous, The din-
ning, which beging about
tCowill finigsh  just the
for  midnight mass, Is
Iy of fish soup, and fish
baked, ete, with tomato
Hiflower, Although the
1 do not leave the palace,
Lo thiy program more or
This is followed on
by @ magnificent and
thauet, which, however, han
dish, such ng our Ameri-

'Fposite pole of the Quirinal
are those of the vatican,
nore busy than merry. The
{5 personal greetings to the

uverelgns of Europe—Austria
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" GLIMPSES OF NEW AND MODERN IMPROVEMENTS ADDED DURING 1903
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