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land an account of our travels through
the mission together and how we found
it generally and I1 am happy to say the
work has been progressing nicely ever
since As high as fifty additions have
been reported in a month and our re
port for the year ending december ast
1896 showed a net increase of souls
between thirty and forty europeans
have been added in australia and tas-
mania since elder gardenersgardnersGard ners return a
number of whom have emigrated to
zionmon

I1 have been on the go almost con-
tinually having visited all parts of the
missionaion except the wairaukairau district at
least once and some two and three
times over

there seems to be a general demand
ifor elders we have sixty one EOWcow
booked five more are supposed to have
just arrived in australia and we could
use a goodfood many more if we had them
z

I1 the semiannualsemi annual conference of the
mission has just been held in waikatoWaikato
it had been postponed on account of
scarcity of food twenty three elders
were in attendance and perhaps two
hundred and fifty to three hundred
saints and friends we were blessed
with good weather though it looked
very threatening ten meetings were
held in three days besides the elders
meeting which lasted sixsix hours and a
halfbalf the conference was particularly
noted for the peace and quietude which
prevailed throughout the lord fav-
ored us with his spiritt in rich abund-
ance much valuable instruction was
given and we hadbad a time otof general re-
joicingjoicing and one long to be remembered
A maori band was in attendance which
I1favored us with a number 0off selections
between meetings

elders C H embley and moroni
lazenby were released to return home
by the march boat they will have
been away three and a half and two and
A hillhalt years respectively

the general health of the elders re-
maining is firstrate so far as I1 am post-
ed and they are earnestly endeavoring
to dpdo whitwhat they can to acacquitu t themselves
honorably and acceptacceptablyy before the
urdlord

from the to the aist alt a teter-
rible

r
rain and wind storm prevailed in and

around new Zeazealandlind causing much de-
structionst of property and some loss of
14life trees were thrown down and up-
rooted chimneys fences etc thrown
down and many yachts and other
boats cast ashore A captain was killed
near napier thene first mate got his leg
broken and four of the crew were badly
injured another captain was killed in
auckland harbor I1 happened to be
near te aroha at the time and
fortunately in good quarters the river

ahis higherig h than torfor years crops are badly
damagedmaaz on the lower lands in some
instances being washed out and in other
casescam buried up falling timbers
changed the I1 course otof freshetsfreshets and the
water in some houses was from two to
four feet deep running out of the win-
dows the best of furniture was all
afloat and one man is reckoned to have
been damaged to the amount of
selscete were washed down out otof the
mountain streams in great abundance
snnd peopleople woundaround the streets gathered
them upeorup or food another three days
avdbalnisis trailingpiOtTailing now

tiothe fore part of thehe season was very
dry and people tigan to rearfear their

crops would be a failure from drouth
and they are very light

I1 expect to start south next week and
to attend conferences in poverty bay

mahia and hawkes bay dis-
tricts and reach WairaW aira repa to holdbold our
general annual conference of the mis
sion on april ath ath and ath

my health is good at present and I1
have been greatly blessed of the lord
thus far for the multiplied and complex
duties which I1 have had to perform for
which I1 feel truly grateful to him it
has been indeed a great testimony to
me the manner ilehe has opened up
the way before me and has blessed and
magnified me as circumstances and my
labors and aties have re-
quired

some one was thoughtful enough to
send me a good many papers of differ-
ent kinds this mail some of which I1 sent
to the auckland reading rooms for
which the manager beeme quite grate-
ful E F RICHARDS

DOMESTIC SCIENCE

be firm one constant element in luck
Is genuine solid old teutonic pluck

with the bright spring sunshine irra
biating every lurking bit of dirt or dust
in the housebouse every speck on the window
panes or on the curtains the chate-
laine feels a stirring of the spring lever
that threatens to break out at anany mo-
ment in a virulent attack uponon her KOUhouse-
hold

se
redoubts

already for her the air is filled with a
vague shadowingforeshadowingfore of carpets up and
out curtains down and washed book-
cases emptied and dudustedsted furs whipped
and packed away and flannels relegatedmed
to their summer quarters

in her dreams she hears the swish of
the scrubbing brush the resounding
blows on the swaying carpets and the
pleasant rat tat tat of the tack hammer

she sees her windows crystal clear
the pantry shelves immaculate and
ordorderlyerIv her soft bankets audand fresh
counterpanescounter panes as white as esnow the new
position in which the bed is to be turn-
ed the interchange olof places betbetween
the bookcase and the couch the revers-
ing of the carpets the sweet order of
drawers and closets and cupboards she
breathes in anticipation the wholesome
sweetness of a house as fresh iromfrom cel-
lar to garret as soap and water and
blossom laden air and sunshine can
make it and she can scarce restrain
tierher eager soul from erterinaert ering the lists at
once

to all such a word otof advice is
wait if your house is dusty you

have plenty of company torfor your neigh-
bors is doubtless the same if your

perched up alokaloft areaie a trifle
dingy never mind better for them to
wait until warm days are assured than
the attack of pneumonia or rheumatism
that is only too apt to wait upon the ex
tra ambitious housewife in this climate
it is seldom safe for a family to cut
themselves locse from the base of supsap
plies of fires and flannels before may i

in the interim however much may be
done that will expedite the final attack
closets may be cleansed and straighten-
ed boxes bundles drawers and trunks
lookedover the fresh covers
and draperies made ready and a gener-
ous supply 61 munitions for the general
fray be laidid iuinbathen allA I1 aw adjusted witti

the blooming cf the cherry trees the
work otof restoration and readjustment
may be pushed forward with no delay
and no menace to health

the much derided pruneprone long and un-favorably known inin conjunction with the
cheap boardinghouse or do the boys
halls is receiving recognition at the
hands of expert cooks under whose
ministrationsmini stations it emerges a totally diner
ent result

it is now believed that the prune tobe at its best and sweetest needs icoBO
sugar only the long slow cooking to
develop itits own flavor miss parloa de-
clares that against tradition it should
not be soaked over night whichwhich causes
the prune to break and the juice to be-
come cloudy her method is to wash
the prunes carefullycare tully one by one in luke-
warm water leaving them in four or
five moments to plump out the folds
wash in this way through two batem
and put in a granite or earthen bafostew allowing to each cup otof prunes
one and a half cups of cold waterwaller
cook at least two hours longer is bet-
ter and the prunes will emerge juicy
sweet and possessed of their own unafine
flavor in this connection it is pleasant
to know that miss parloa commends the0california prunes as far more satisfactory
and much cleaner than the foreign fruitt

among the new inventions which toin
creasing vigilance on the part afpfof the

health Protectprotectiveiv e assoria d
has called into existence is a novel ach
barrel this if found feasible in 4att
workings and is accepted by the chyity
fathers promises a revolution inia the
usual dusty transit of ashes from cellar to
dumping ground

A galvanized bottomless can stands
in a heavy denim fitted cover with
asbestos bottom and stout draws1 rawabout the top when full the plan istois to
lift the can out leaving the ashes in the
bag which is then ready to have Athe
drawstring tightened about itsit neck and
be carted off with its fellows umeso
many bags of meal to the d am

ground here they are to be opened
and emptied aaterter which each numnumbered
bag may be returned 1to its rightful11
er

another invention of one of the large
department stores is intended to orere
vent the littering otof doorsteps and ante
walks with the straw or excelsior packock
ing that usually accompanies the WMtrans
por tation of crockery this is a busheboshe
basket with a capacious cover of burbar
laps fitted over the top which draws uplp
like an fashionedold workworkbagbabag
its recesses each article maytemay be shaken
loose from the tackingpacking without thedie
asuausuausualI1 shower of yingflying straws that ate
such an eye sore to the order loving
householder

regarding the absoluteibsolute necessity for
ventilation a warning sent out by a san
itargitary inspector is to the effect that a
wedwell built housebouse with special
means for the inflow of fresh air is from
the very completeness of its cconstruc-
tion a greater source of danger than
one more shabbily constructed in the
latter ill fitting doors and windows allow
torfor the constant passage of a consider-
able quantity of aitair while in the former
other meu must be provided
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