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ward lais ninety eight families or
soulsroute samuel claridge presides anaa
bishop with hans N chlarsonCb larson and
francis W moody as counselors
thatcher was first settled in 1881 and
organized as a ward in may 1883

layton ward thus named in honor
of Preppresidentident christopher layton lies
immediately east of thatcher be-
tween it and Solomonville it includes
also the old town of safford which is
still the name of the postofficepostoffice in
layton proper nearly all the inhabi-
tants are paints while in saflora the
population tois halthalf mormon and half
gentilesgentile with the exception of a
small cluster of houses in the center of
safford the people in the layton ward
live on their respective farms layton
has a fine flouringfloeringflou ring mill extensive or-
chards good farming land a commodi-
ous meeting house a modern school
house a social hall and several other
distinguishing features the distance
from the center of layton to the coocen-
ter of thatcherThatober ward is about three
miles john welker abraham per-
kins and austin evans constitute the
bishopric layton was first settled by
latter day saints in 188331 and the
ward organized november 4 1884
seventy three families or souls
constitute the present membership

central ward comprises the saints
in a scattered condition on their

farms between thatcher and pima
like thatcher it embraces a strip of
country three miles wide extending
from the gila river on the north to the
graham mountain on tilethe south
thirty five familiesmilieafa or souls con-
stitute the mormon population and
there are only two other families lain the
district the central meeting housebouse
Isie nearly three miles northwest of
thatcher joseph cluffauff is bishop
with wmwin george clemens and geo
coombscoombe as counselors this place was
first settled in 1883 and organ zadz ad as a
ward in the fall of the same year

pima formerly called smithvillesmithville
in honor of president jessejease N smith
isin the oldest mormon settlement on tilethe
gilaaila river it was settled in 1879 by
an organized company from the
eastern arizona stake of zion joseph
K rogers being the first pred luing
elder for several years he presided
over all the saints in the valley and it
mayday be said that all
theme other settlements ou the gila
river are outgrowthsoutgrowths of this first
colony pima is five miles by nearest
road northwest of Ththatchersteber tourfourteenteen
miles northwest of SOlOmOnSolo monvillevillO
twelve miles southeast of thomas a
non mormon town ongo the gila about
futyfifty five miles by road or twenty five
milesjailes by trulltrail over the grabgraham moun-
tain north or fort grant and seventy
miles south of portfort apache toethe
towtownsiteof pima is18 regularly laid out
into blosblocks shirts two rods equart
separated by streets eight rods wide
nearly all the inhabitants live on the
townsite they are all romembersembers of the
church except four families pima
hasboo the best and moot commodious
meeting housebouse in thetae st joseph stake
of zion two district school houses two
social balls four storeystorer a roller flouringfloeringflou ring
willmill in course of construction two
aw mills and a shingle mill located

about seventeen miles southwest of the
town fineboo brick beautifulfill
hade trees fine orchards and flower

gardens it was formerly the nead

quarters of the stake and the quarter-
ly conferences are still heldbold here itIs
isIB yetvot the largest ward jnin the stake
as it contains latter day saints
divided into eighty eight familiesmiliesla
john taylor is bishop and his coun-
selors are james foster and james A
mcbrideMoBride among pimia most enter-
prising citizens Is john 11 nuttall a
member of the high council

matthews ward embraces the saints
residing iuin a tract of country lying
west of pima onoa the same side of the
gila river the settlement is a
scattered one wsas most of the people live
on their farms or homesteads and
along their main irrigating dicob
thus the place tois a sort of a string town
extending east and west about two
miles the center of the ward or the
point where the meeting house stands
isis about one third of a mile from the
river and four miles northwest of
pima the settlement was first
founded by joseph matthews one of
the utah pioneers of 1847 and others
in december 1880 and organized into
a ward april 28 1888 too present
bishop toIs david H matthews a son of
the pioneer mentioned his counselors
are lehilebi larsen and francis kirby
the numerical strength of the ward is
at present nineteen families or
soulesoul

curtis thus named in honor of a
family by that name who were among
its first settlers is situated on the north
sideide of the river and nearly oppositeVatmatthews nearly three fourthsfourtha of the
inhabitants live on and near the town-
site which is about four wilesmiles north-
west of matthews and twelve miles from
rhkhatcheratcher the people irrigate from
two canals which imptap the river seseveral
mmilesiles above the townsitete but splendid
Wwaterater perhaps the best in the valley
is obtained from some beautiful
located adjacent to the townsite the
natural advantages of curtis are very
similar to those on the other side of the
river and there is room hereher larfor wantganv
more settlersett lark hence are ex-
tended to latter jayday saints who are
looking for homes to come here and
see for themselves before settling else-
where the same invitation id ex-
tended by the saints I1iaa all other settle-
ments on the gila hundreds and I1
may say thousands of families can
still be accommodated with homes in
this land

curtis was first settled in 1881 and
organized into a ward may 10
18881883 it has quite a9 history at
present the ward isin not fully organized
but brother jechoniasLechonLechoniaslas halvin hashae
charge as presiding elder the ic
habitantsbabi tants consist of 2823 mormon fam-
ilies numbering souls

bryce ward consists of 18 families
souls of saints residing on the

north side of the gila river and opposite
from thatcher they all live on their
respective homesteads and no00 townsite
has yet been laid but the parcel of
land on which the meeting housebouse
stands in the northwest quarter of seesec
tiou 7 township 6 south of range 25
east of the uila and saltbait river meridi-
an tois considered the center of the
ward this point is two miles north of
pima five miles southeast of curtis
seven miles northwest of graham and
nine miles northwest of thatcherTha
most of the lands under cultivation are
watered from the bryce ditch which
taps the river about four miles above

the center of the ward this place
was first settled in 1884 by the bryce
family after which the place was sub-
sequently named and others it davwa
organized anae a ward march 19 1890
and the present bishop is alma nepal
bryce hishie only counselor is thomas B
nelson

graham is a scattered settlement
situated on the north side otof the ails
river opposite thatcherTha it extends up
and down the river about four alimilee meaa
the people nearly all live on their
respective quarter sections A town-
site has been partly surveyed but only
five families live on it the meeting
house which is built on the townsitetow te
is two miles northeast of thatcher by
nearest road and nine miles northwest
of Solomonville named
after the county and the mountain ot
that name was first settled in 1881 and
organized as a ward in may 1888 itsit
present numerical strength is fourteen
families or 80 souls and george
skinner is the presiding elderbider bishop
peter 0 peterson having resigned hihis
position

I1 am now bound for st davidon theethe
sab pedro riversriver

ANDREW JENSON

RETURNED ELDERS

elder john Q critchlow of ogden
made a call on the NEWS he
returned home last week from a mis
asionion on which he left may
his field was in the northern
states mission where he was neas-
signed to labor in the pennsyl-
vania conference his time was
about equally divided between the
states of pennsylvania and west vivir-
ginia

r
he had fair health and enjoyed

himself in the performance of hisni
missionary duties the treatment he
received iromfrom tuethe people generally
was very good there were some
threats on the part of persons inclined
to be lawless butb it nothing of a serious
nature the people do not show much
interest in religious affairs their attatten-
tion

on
being occupied chiefly by worl adly

mattersmatter especially in the present v ery
dull time

elder august carlson also calle d tto-
day

0
he returned to his hom e in

oden about three weeks since fr ovaom a
mission to scandinavia he left b ome
jan 23 1892 and on arriving at
copenhagen was assigned to the stock-
holm conference afterAtier a few waweekabeeks
there he wasiwas calledallea into the copenha-
gen office to labor on the

an where he remained several
months he was agala called to the
confereconferenceinces over which hebe susubsequent-
ly

bent
was made president
elder carlsoncarleon gives a most encou-

raging report of the work in the lacallocal-
ity wherehere he has labored there Is1

a great deal of interest manifesto d by
thebe people an J many requests cocomeme
for elders to preach meetings are
held without ninhindrancedrance and good
hallsballs can be obtained where for merly
it was notdot possible to hire them there
has been no opposition to me otinus
since the efforts sometimesome time sinesincee of a
minister to close up the sunday school
bible classes mutual
association and beliet society meet-
ings and gatherings of the saih ts are
held regularly now and every thing
tois inain a most prosperousroub and encourag-
ing disposition


