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THE DESERET

the fund derived from taking ‘a Ispondent setting up that mandamus

large amount of property
a church.** Messrs. Zane & Zane
and a few other active politicians—
Joined with the trustees—were the
sole cause of the investigation, which
resulta in little more than o scandal
and expenees to the tunwe of prob-
ably about $4000. And this is the
modus operandi by which these dis-
interested patriote protect the school
fund from being depleted.

2

LAW AND LOGIC IN IDAHO.,

Br 18 hardly fair to be continu-
ally pointing out a neighbor’s oc-
contricities and irregularities, and
it ia for that reason, among others,
that we refer to matters and things
in Idaho only now and then.
There 1s generally enough to talk
about to make it an endless talk, but
that would be uscless. It isn very
safe thing -to say that the “*Gem
of the Mountaing” is a political
peculinrity, and that the evidences
of it tread upon each other’s heels,
so fast they come; it is never safely
off’ with the old absurdity hefore
being fairly on with the new.

This paper took oceasion to rofer
to the manner In which the Iate
Legislative Assembly of that Terrl-
tory recently got together after it
had dissolvel and its membors were
private eitizens, and in the latter
capacity went to work making so-

called laws ngain the same as though-

they were n Sona fide legislative body.
Perhaps this boy-play would have
ggone on without notice therenfter
had it not been for the determina-
tion of some of the participants to
not let their lght go out in any
such manner. After the Presldent
of the Councll and Bpuaker of the
Houre had declared their respective
departments duly adjourned by
limitation, they of course stepped
down and out, and the persons who
were chosen to these places by the
“moot’* legislature took their
seats, pot through with what
work the bodies had on hand
and then proceeded to sign the
Journals containing the records of
the whole proceedings of the six
weeks? sitting, denying to the offl-
cers who had preslded during the
whole of that time the right to affix
their gignalures In their ofiteial ea-
pacity! These latter did not ‘idis-
perse” with the solons, they re-
mained in Boise and appliel to the
Bupreme Court for a writ of manda-
mus to compel the custedian of the
books-to let them get their auto-
graphs thercon. The case is now
being heard on demutrer, the re-

from | will not lie and that the court has

no jurisdlction. What the outcome
will be no one can tell.

One of the points raised by the
attorney for the respondent wns the
fact that the terms of members of
Congress expire on the Brd of
Mareh, but they generally sit on the
4th till about nuon.

The aptness and force of this
“point*? will doubtless make it tell
in Idaho, certainly nowhere elge. If
after the Spenker of the House at
Washington has tormally declarced
that body adjourned without day,
the members were fo get together,
reorganize, pnss a few aets, then
order the functus officio clerk to per-
mit their man-of-straw Bpenker to
sign the session’s records and refuse
to let the regularly chosen officer
do so, and upon a test this had been
held to be proper, there would bc a
precedent for the Idaho luminary
that would win his case without
further effort whatever. But
none of these are present and he
relles solely on an assumed eor-
relative eircumstance which does
not figuere even as an Ineident of
tho procecding In chief, let alone
fill the place of a parallel, and
hands it up to the court with an as-
sumned alr of trinmph, in blissful
ignorance, no doubt, of the fact that
he isnll the time arguing another
case—fhat the bird he wanis to
bring down is in onetree while he
is firing away at another.

It is not to be wondered nt, after
all, that the lenrned advocate is so
much at sen in the matter of au-
thority for his case. Nosuch Lhings
ever happened before, not even in
Idaho, and therefore precedents nre
not to be had, so he has to rely upon
casesin which the law-making power
fizures, albeit in an entirely differ-
ent ceapacity. He must say
thing while upon his feet and do the
best he can, perhaps as well as any
one else would try to do under
similar circumstances.

ATTEMPTED ROBBERY.

THE famliliar adnge that “patriot-
jsm is the refuge of scoundrels’’ re-
ceives many exemplifieations in thls
Territory. Tho “aclive pollticians’?
who have operated on the line of
anti-*“Mormonism’* in Utah have
persistently denicd that their chief
object was the spoliation of the Lat-
ter-day Baints. Current events con-
stantly arise, streteh up their hands,
nnd tear the masks from the faces of
the hypocrites.

WELRKI.Y.

Through the eflorts of that olnss
aided by n popular sentiment which
they created by the spread of false-
hood, Congress was Induced to pass
the Inw which confiscates the prop-
erty of the Churchi. They have at-
tempted to deny that this waos the
result of their work. Rut the truth
will not down. They have made it
manifest by their own subsequent
actions as well as their previous
operations.

Since the beginning of the en-
forcement of the eschenting eliuse
of the Xdmunds-Tucker law the
political cormorants have been
gnthering around the carcnss—rep-
resented by the property of the
“Mormon?®® peopls—endeavoring to
help themselves to portions of it
snapping and snarling at each other
erstwhile, making a sorry spectacle
of themselves. While claiming 10
protect it they hnve been making
dashes at 1t inorder to obtnin the
largest possible mouthfuls, All this
and more has been manifested bY
the recent investigntion before f
Examliner.

The same class have resorted in
the past to every conceivable device
s0 ns to obtain political control iD
this Territory, both as a whole. and
in part. By what we have good res-
son to believe to have Leen fraudu-
lent means, the party to which
they belong recently gained the us-
cendancy in the City of Ogden-
This tesult was ratifled with grent
characteristic rejoieing, In which
whisky und boisterous uproarious:
ness conspicuously figured. At the
outset of their dominion in that
municipality highly colored prom~
ises were made with respect to the
zreat things which were about t0
be done in ourunfortunate neighbor-
Ing city on the north.

Of coursu u spirit of fairness was8
to pervade the doings of the new
officers of the corporation. What
this means will bo apprehended
when the nctlon of the Mayor 0B
the evening of March 1 is taken into
consideration. At a meoting of
the Council he left the chair, &
membet of the corporate body pre-
siding in the interim. This eccent
ric functionary, ncting on what ap-
pear to be his ideas of justices
moved for the frnming of 8¢
ordinance so constructed .as to el
able the corporntion to steal a cel”
tain block of land.

The property referred to is the
picee of ground on which stand®
the Tabernacle in which the LatteT
dny Baints of that section meet fof
divine service. That lnnd was 8¢
apart for  rellgious  purposs



