THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE TERRITORIAL WOOLGROWERS'
ASSOCIATION.

There wae s meeting of the Terri-
torial Woolgrowers’ Association in the
A.0.UTU. W, Hall, on West Tempie
Btreet, Baturday, Feb. 27. The meet-
ing was called to order by President
Charles Crane. J.E. Clinton acted a8
gecrelary.

President Crane delivered the fol-
lowing addrese:

Geuntlemen and Woolgrowers of Utah:

We have mot today to protest in no un-
certain terms against a 1monstroiis wrong
which the Territorial Legisiature is at-
tempting to perpetrate upon us as wool-
growers. 1
= A bill has passed through both
branches of the Legislatare, and now
awaits the Governor’s signature, which,
should it become 8 law, will drive every
woolgrower and hi flock from the Terri-
tory of Utah. It isa bill to amend sec-
tion 2204 of the Compiled Laws, making
it a misdemennor t0—

First—'*To construct or maintain any
corral or yard to be used for the purpose
of shearing or dipping of sheep within
two miles of any stream of water, used
by the nhabitanis of any tOWB; city or
settlement for domestic purposes,”

While this bill is a great wrong to us,
and its aim is to drive us from the public
domain, yet, compared with section 5 of

_this amendment, it 18 comparatively
harmless. Section 5 reads thus:

“To herd caitle, horaes, or sheep, with-
in one mile of any stream of water used
by 1he inhabitants of any town, city or
setilement for domestic purposes.’” _

This, gentlemen, i8 the clause that will
annihjlate us; note the cunning words of
this line: ©“To herd caltle, horses or
sheep,’” Now Lo those who know noth-
ing of the methods ot handling all kinds
of stock it reads fair enough, but to us,
who underatand this matter,it is desirue-
tion.

You know, and the cunning author of
this bill knows, cattle and horses are
never berded, but are turned on the
range to roam at will, and can always be
found pear or else stauding during the
day in the stream, their droppings falling
into the water thereof. . Sheep onthe con-
trary munst be constantly under the eye
of a herder, and, while not corralled or
yarded, have by conetant custom been
taught to resnain near the tent or wagon
of the shepherd until taken to feed next
morning.

This bil], should it become a law,would
prevent our flocks from going to their
summer range. for we must follow some
canyon (in swhich thers is generally a
stream) to reach our lambing grounds
shearing pens, el¢., and even if permiued
to reach our summer range, no matter
how far distant {rom a village, we could
not remain, for water is essential to ns
and our flocks and no matter where we
find it,it flows persistently down bill and
though we fortunately own a gpring, if
of any uize, it, too, will flow downward
into Eome Inrger stream that eventually
flows into the valley below. Wae cannot
escape a stream and would not if we
could,

It is ciass leglslation for this reason: It
gives 10 horsemen with their cayuses und
cattlamen with their long-horned Texans
two miles on every stream in Utah,

The sheep men (like Moses on Mrf.
Sinal) may view the *‘promised land,’’
bat thejr feet must not press the sacred
80i].

Why is this amendment necessary? The
section which this measure ainis to
amend protecis now and throws alone
cvery stream a safeguard, and preveunts
the waters from being befouled. 1t makes
it & misdemeanor—

First—To conducl or maintain any cat-

tle or horseyard, sheep pen, stable, pig
pen, chicken coop, or other offensive
yar(’i or outhonse where tha .wash or
drainage theretrom shall flow directly
into the water of any stream, well or
spring of water used for domestic pur-
poses,

Second — To deposit, pile, unload or
leave any manure heap, oﬁ"ensive rub-
bish or carcass of any dead animal where
the drainage therefrom will flow directly
in the water of any stream, etc.

Third—To yard, camp or corral any
loocse cattie, borses, mules, sheep or
swine where the waste or drainage there-
from will flow directly into any stream,
well or spting of water used for dotnestic
purposes.,

You will observe, gentlemen, this sec-
tion more than fills the bal{; it = equila-
ble to all, and prevents horse, cattle and
sheep men alike from maintaining a
nnisance on any stream. Then why,
you will ask, I8 not this sufficient? Be-
canuse, gentiamen, you and they k-ow
that almost every corral in avery village
and town is directly on the stream that
flows past their own and their neighbor's
door, not miles away in the mountains
but within a rod of thestreatn from which
they and their neighbors huve to dip the
water for domestic purposes. .

This amendment is ainied at our indus-
try and no other. It is not to give the
the people better, clearer or purer water,
but to destroy thef@reatest industry, with
one exception, in our Territory.

The number and valuation of sheep
within oar borders is given as follows.

Number. Value.
Bheep,ce.ccciiiaanniaa--o LRIO03]  $2.947,547.25
Pounds of wool......... 74531202 1%220.456.58
Giving 4 grand valuve of...... $4,177,033.83

Truly & magnificent showing, and cne
that not oniy woolgrowers but every tax-
payer within our Territory shounld e
proud of, for our sheep occupy our moun-
tain ranges where no other stock can
exist, or at least which they have not
herctofore occupled. Wool growing
brings 10 our people more money than any
other single industry; is more diversified
and of all the produects of ranch and range
is 1he most valnable.

THE SHEEP INTEREST QOMFPARED WITH
OTHER PRODUUTIONS OF RANCH AND
RAXGE.

Thae value of all the other productions
of 1the ranch and range in 1860 were only
#566,767.87. This includes wine, cider,
vinegar, sorghum, butter, cheese, honey,
apples, peaches, apricots, pMms, etc.
Stockgrowers throughout our Territory
will be surprised to know that the valua-
tion on sheep in 18%0 was greater than
the eattle interest by $615,133.83, and
greater than the ecattle and swine interest
combined by $451,845.83, and greater
than the catde, swine, mules and asses
combined by $246,300.83, and throw in
all goats and our sheep intereat still has a
surplus or $242,530.83, and greater Lhan
all our horses by $146,908.83, and that by
placing a value on the 80,602 borses of $30
per head,s valustion far in excess of their
real value.

Surely these are the ‘‘times that try
men's souls.’’ for, on the one hand, is 2
Democratic Congress seeking to place
wool on the free list, and saying to us,
“If you cannot suppori your family,
educate your children, pay the freight to
New York, and sell your wool cheaper
than can the barbarian who herds his
flock on the heights of Thibet, or in the

lowlands of Africa, then weare going to;

give our patronage to the naked wretch
of south Africa or the bareditary paupers
in the {oothills of the Himalawvas;" and
if that is not enongh, the Utah Legisla-
ture, which is{as one of them was
pleased to inform me) also overwhelm-
ingly Demooratic, seeks lo further in.
crease our woer by preventing us from
pasturing on the public domain, ap-
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parently blind to the fact that of the
52,601,000 acres of land in Utah, icas than
1 per cent. is agrioultaral, the balance fit
onlljy for pasturage for our flocke.

very session of the Legislature some
sach bill bas been passaed. I well re-
member in a discusaion before Governor
Muarray one member of the Legislature

gave the astonishing information
that a herd of 2200 sheep and
lambsy, in May, drank the entire

stream used by his settlement for irrigate
ing purposes; and when I showed him
that & streann as large as a lead-pencll
would water 10,000 sheep, be frankly ac-
kumowledged he knew nothing ahoat
what he was talking, Atanother session
a bill ?aased both Houses prohihiting
sheep from coming within two and one-
half miles of any public road, village or
stream, or within two and one-hall miles
of auy dalry or oheese factory where
fity cows were milked, tbhus giving a
littla cow-rancher almost ohe whole
township; hence, we may consider our-
selves very fortunate this bill did not in-
clude the right to hunt and kill sheepmen
on sight, Do you wonder the general
government has placed a guardian over
such a body of men in the person of our
Governor?

But, gentlemen, we must not despair;
there aurely is a silver hning to the cloud
which seemingly bangs over us, Wa are
told the magna charta is the bulwark of
Englich liberty, and I say to you, gentle-
men, we also have a Mmagna charta in
Governor Thomas, who never yet has
been found wanting in all actsof justiceto
the whole people; while many members of
the Legislature may be ignoranily blind
to the greatinjustica they have done us,he
will not; thereis an excuse for many of
thein for their ,shortaightedness, for I
feel contident they havenot given thia bill
a second thought, We can say tothem as
did the Great Shepherd of old—*‘Lord,for-
give them, for they know not what they

-
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In all States outside of Utah sheepmen
are protected and woolgrowing fostered
by wholesome laws.  Bounties are paid
for scalps of destructive animals, and all
sheep killed by dogs are paid for irom
the county funds, but the wise (?) solons
of Utah know what js best, and their
peculiar acts only confirtn me in the be-
lief that “*we area peculiar people hving
in peculiar times.”

@ must today, gentlemen, protest to
& responsible governor againat the unjust
and wrongful acts of un irresponwible
legialature, and I feel confident that we
shall not appeal to him in vain. e will
vato this unjust measure as surely as his
great chief in Washington will veto the
Springer bill,

Btirriug speecher ogainst the sheep
bill were made by Mesare. H. J. Faust,
L. E. Hal}, Heber Bennion, Barlow
Ferguson, Major Silva, Elbridge Tufts
and othera

PROTEST.

The following protest was unani-
mously adopted:

To his Excellency, Arthur L. Thomas,
Governor of Utah:

The Legialative Assembly of Utah
Territory has passed a bill, H. F. No. 3,
entitled an act to amend section 2264 of
the Compiled Laws of Utah, 1888, by in-
serting at the ead of said section, after
gubdivision 8, the following subdivisions,
to be nnmbered 4 and 5, as follows:

“To ¢onstruct or maintain any corral or

ard to be used for the purposs of shear-
ing or dippiug of sheep within gne mile
of any stream of water used by the in-
habitants of any town, city or selilement
for domestic purposes, where the refuse
or filth from said corral or yard.would
naturally find it8 way to said siream
of water throuyh the action of the ele-
meuts.”



