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winter is over ana gone; oars Is when
the strange, wild note of the cuckoo is
heard a note that tells of solitude and
far awajr dime so plainly that one doe
not marvel at the many superstitionswhich hare -- Invested the bird, which
some, even now, regard as a lost spirit,or a kind of Wandering Jew or birds.
The naturalists haYe aided these super-
stitions by their account of its queer
habits; how It never builds a nest of Its
own, but Uyg its efji In that of other
birds chliily the titlark and the hedge
sparrow, n which latter it seems to lay

. spell, so that It will shore its own off-
spring oat ef Its seat to perish, in its
anxiety to guard and nourish the deposit
which the cuckoo has left with it. It la
a pugnacious bird, too, this cuckoo.

t Sometimes two of them get to fight ngover a nest they hare found, and the
iael Is fierce, never ending till one lies
dead at the feet of the other.

The cuckoo Is fourteen Inches In length,
and twenty-fiv- e Inches from wing-U- p to
wing-ti-p: has yellow eyes, pale blue
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