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of lghts. When the prosecutions
of those who- - bad eutered Into

plural marriage hecame very active,and
thoae who were eaposed to attack saw
the position they were {p and the
dabger there was of their belng de-
prived of their property through fines
und other expenses, Lhere was 1
natural disposition exhibited to take
such precautions as were proper .to
preserve that which they had for the
beunefit of thelr families. Tocarty out
these precautions seemed to beonly
Just to those dependent upon them,
especially 28 many of the men soarce-
Iy kuew what their fate would be and
how far procesdings might be carrled
agalpst them, b maby Inetances,
therefore, men divided their property
among the different members of their
familles, thinkiog it far better for it to
Le dispesed of, im this manner than
that it should be wrested from them
through court proceedings. In many
cases thls arrangement of the property
answered the purp-ge designed, aud
whas satisinctory tosll concerned. The
heads of families were relieved trom
the fear that their famnilies might be
stripped and impoverished, and the
families feit that proper measures had
been taken to preserve to them thelr
homes and some means of sustenance.
In thus trapsferring property many
thingy were done, under the pressure of
then existing ciroumstances, whigh,
under other conditions, would hnve
been imprudent and unsatisiactory.
In fact, there are many illustratione
furniphed, which have grown out of
this action, that iend to the conclusion
that it i8 Dot a wise proceeding for
men under any and all elrcumstances
to distribute their property among the
members of their families and leave
themseives without anything of thelr
own. The obnly good remson assigned
by mauny for having Jene thls was the
situation of affaire at the time and the
apparent necessity for some action to
secure shelter and support for the
women and children. But there have
bven several cases that have come to
my knowledge where men have take:
this course, confiding entlrely in the
pood feeling of their families, where
they have had cause to regret it. In
more than one instance families have
yielded to improper infiuences and
beads of households have found them-
selves almost thrust out of doors and
from houses which they had buillt and
Irom the enjoymentof property which
they had through years of toil and
seli-eacrifice accumulated.

Thousauds of years ago, the son of
Birach wrote some very pertinent in-
structions on this point { Eccleslasticus
33: 19, 20 and 21— A pocirypha), which
were doubtless based on the experl-
ence of that age and time. Observa-
tlon had at that early day shown the
manper in which buman beings were
affected by such section as I have at-
tempted to deseribe. He says:

"‘Give not thy son and wife, thy brother
and friend, power over thee whlle thou
lvest, and give not thy gooda to another;
lest it repent thee, and thou entreat for
the same again,

**As long as thou livesl and hast breath
in thee, give not thyself over to any.

‘*For belier it is that Lhy children
should seek 1o thee, than that thou
shouldst stand to their courtesy.”’

Yet, notwithstanding all that this
wise man eays, and his advice 1y ex-

cellent, I thoroughly believe that it is
a proper thlpg for men who have
means to give a portion of It to thefr
wives for them to use and dispose of as
they please, Or, if they are nol ina
porition to do this, such a portiin of the
enrnings as may be neceesary for the,
expenses of the household should be
given them. Iivery wife and mother,!
if not utterly unworthy, is entitl d to
that much confidenoe und respect.
Bhe should have reason to feel that ahe
hasa full interest in her husband?’s and

‘family’s prosperity  and well.
belng. In thiz wsy she ocan
be taught good management and

economy, And if she be the woman she
ought to be, the means entrusted to
her will be made Lo go us fur as possible
and she will, to sbow that she has
capacity, take pride iun saving some.
thing, it It be ever so little, out of that
placed in her hands. Experlence has
convinced me that, generally speak-
ing, this method of treating women is
a good one. If they are inclined fo be
extravagant, appeals in this way can
be made to their sense of honor, and
she who cannot be reashed by such an
appeal i3 indeed in a bad condition,
Bu{ the women of the Latter-day
Baints have shown themeelves worthy
of great oconfidence, and they have
never failed, when properly treated,
to show a keen menee of honor and a
willlngness to rise to any height of
eacrifice required of them. It will
not snswer to treat them, on the one
hand, as inferlors, or,on the other
hand, to pet them ae children or dolls.
Woman is the companpion of manp; she
stande 8ide by side with bim. Asone
has justly remurked concerning her
creation, she was not taken from man’s
bead to rule over him, nor trom his
lower limbs to be beneath him; but as
a rib from his slde, that she might
walk with him, :

There are cpees where extravagance
prevails in housebolds, and the heads
of the families are constantly in debt,
sometimes dJodging creditors and re-
sortlng to various shifta to pinob along.
[tis frequently that men in this condi-
tlon are easy-going, indulgent, or
proud and senaitive, ’hey do not con fide
iporappeal to thelr wives and children
a8 they should, They conceal from
them the true condition of their affairs;
for it Is somrcely posslble that any
right-feeling, loving wife would gratify
her taste or whims at the expense of
ber husband’s self-reepect aud honor
ampong bis brethreu,

Thet is ene extreme. A nother
‘extreme is for s wife to be compelled,
on every occafiou when she needs n
little mouey, to ask her unusband for it
and perhaps be questioned as to what
she did with the last money he gave
her; or If she desires to muake a donation
to the Relief Boociety or for any other
purpcse, not be ahle to do 8o until she
goes to ber husband aud asks him for
the necessary amount. For a wife to
be in such a position 1s bumiliating,
and s spirited wownan must feel such a
condition quite galling. If she were a
'hired girl in the house she would at
lenst have her wages at her own oon-
trol to do with as she pleased, and &
wife ought certainly to be sl least as
independent In her sphere as her hired
glrl e in here,

== "'
only ordinary Justice that, If e
clrcomstances of the hushand per?-

mit, the wives should have thelr
own homes deeded to them; but j

doing this a man should pot girj

bimself entirely of the control of
his property. It is not a wise thipng
for men who stand at the head of fami
ilies to make themselves dependengq
upon wives or children. Toretain hi;
proper Influence in his family, a myp
sheuld be the fountain from Whenq
the prinelpal materinl aid should 1, 8
When he gives his means to others, b
is not so likely to be looked up to apq
respected as he would be if he retaipeg
the power in his own hands; for mespg
ls power, and the possesslon of proper

ty carrles with it influence and power
and that is felt in the famlly oircle g3
It is in wider spheres. It fs tpg
Almighty’s power to confer blesgin g
upbn those .who approach Him whigp
caunses Him to be the ohject ot cur rev.
erepce and worship. Human beingsg

88 a rule, place value upon and Appre.
oiate the power which can protect and’
bestow benefits. The sun, whigh is
called the glorions orb of day, bring
light and warmth, 8o much so that (p
has been an object of ndoration Amoy

different peoples. Take from it (e
power to shed heat and light, ang it
would cease to oall forth the admir,.,
tion which it now exoltes.

Brother Lorenzo D. Young tells &
zood story illustrative of the principleg’
upon which I am speaking. A farmeg
in the early days in Vermont—so lgp
ago that the Jater practice of recoryy
ing deeds had not come into the vogue
and importance now attached toit—phgy'!
a good farm and only one son, Whej
the son grew to manhood he mgpt
rled. The father being s widow.
er, the young couple palnrgljy
made their home with him. TR
son and hia wife soon became "‘""l
solicitous that the old gentlemaig
should cease to labor and be relievegs
from the cares and burdens whigl
rested upon him. They proposed "
him, therefore, that he should deegdi
bis place to his son, who Would gpeg
that he was taken care of for the rest off
his life and have no oceasisn to work,
The suggestion pleased him, and hg
deeded his farm to his son, But thy
old gentleman used tobscco and hadg
been 1o the habit of epitting on thé-
floor occasionnlly. While the title ty
the place was in himself, this Practicé:
had not been obieotsd to; it was ot
long, however, after the deed hag
been mo.de to the son before the young:
wife objected to this hdbit, saying
was a dirty practice. Bhe requesteg;
him to spit in the fireplace. But oni
day, beiug oul of texnper,she expressed’
herself as being tired of his spittingl
around as he was in the hablt of doing?
and shedesired him to stop hisspitting¥
fu the fireplnce. Her remarks woundgey
him very much, but he said nothing in
reply. A few hours afterward he said™
to her: “‘8ally, it seems to me there i3
something wrong in that deed that I
made for Jobhu, Will you let me look
at it??? Bhe willingly brought him mz-
deed to examine, and, after looking it
over very carefully, he stuck it under
the {front log and burped it up, and’
turuiog to her, said, “Now, Bally, I
shall, hereafter, epit on my own floor
whenever I Ilke,

Iu ceses of plural families, 1t seems
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