SepTEMEBER 8, 1862.]

o THE DESE

RET NEWS.

[For the D-seret News.
REASON AND IN=ARNITY.

BY ALEXANDER OTT,

Reason enables man to compare one fact
with another, as well as idealitirs with reali-
ties, that is, internal expressions with exter-
nal ones. For instance, at he sight of a
rrelty cottage nestling, as it were, amid the
uxurious fohage anl shrubbery e¢f rural
pcenery, not only one, but a serirs of senti-
ments or ideas are suggested and transferred,
by comparing the conerete, physical residence
with the abstract results or concomitants
thereof, viz,, patental and conjugal love, hap-
piness and filial devotion, are identilied with
tlie peaceful abode in whbich kindred bearts
aredwelling in serene and growing companion-
ehip. Here we trace Lhe relations, connec-
tions ard t:ndencies so asto show the legiti-
mate resul 8 or inferences a:ising from cne
fact and the other, a d thus reason will prove
the necessity of a barmony existing between
everything abstract and cone ete, between
everything tangible as well 28 intellectual,

It is very true that very often misery dwells
where happinegs would be supposed to hold
i's ben gn sceptre, but that is owing to the
corrupt,unnatural state in which the majority
of mankind are placed. The design of the
Creator is to have harmeny, beauty, intelli-
gence and happiness througbout the immen-
gity of space.* .

n a healthy state of mind, we can change
our mental train, as often as we think proper;
we have the power to continue one sulject
and commence an entirely new one, always
controling our thoughts and impressions, and
endeavoring to discover the relationship ex-
isting between the different i ems of the in-
tellectual and physical world.

But an insane person is, as remarked be-
fore, entirely governed by ideas awd impres-
pions which rise within him, like ignes falui,i
leading him more and more into error. Awnd
here is a remarkable analogy between dream-
ing and insaniiy, viz., in voth conditions im-
pruiuinnu and thoughts are believed te be
real.

It appears, viz,, that in a dream images
and visions arise in the mind, which seem to
represent a life and world of its own, hence
Lord Byron’s passage, “Our life is two fold;
eleep has its own world.”” These mental-
gomaltic operat'ons are generally the embodi-
ment of our feelings, a :d emotions with a
distinet or faint o «tline of some event or fact.

During the proces: of thess mental phe-|from the Latin lune, the moon

nomena, reason holds generally a very subor- minia, from the Greek mainomui, to rage,
implies insanity or luniey ia its most furious)

dinate office, as the associations and . mo'ions
of the various scenes of the dream-land are
entirely beyond its contro!, and bear often
the impress of the greatest absurdity and in-
consistency, whi'e sometimes the veil of futu-
rity is drawn aside, and visions with revela-
tions and other manifestations from the mar-
sions above or the regions below, are un-
folded to the mind.

F.equently anoppression at the epigastrium$
or the stomach itself will start a series of
thoughts which haveé been slumbering, and a
dreamm will be callel into existence at the
very time that the bodily uneasiness is ex-
perienced. Thus dreams of murder, graves
and ghosts, with talking, grinding of the
teeth, convulsive movements of the hands and
fingers; comatose (drowsy ) sleep with ravings,
nightmare, dieams of travelling, of danger,
fire and water, of seeing objects which in-
crease and decrease in size, are frequently
produced by an oppression at the stomach or
sternum (breast bone). In what manner the
ganglion and sympalbetic nerves are produc-
tive, when affected by a local complaint, of
images, comes within the domain of philo-
sopuical, pbysiolo .y and animal chemistry,
g.ffice it to say, reason has nothing or little
to do with the peculiar phenomena of dream-
ing.

i‘raqu‘entlv ideas and memories zre ecalled
up by mere todily sensation, without a seal
local indigposition, as in the following au-
thentically recorded ins ance:—Dr. Gregory,
the eminent philosopher and physician, men-
tions of himself that, having on one occasion,
gone to bed with a vessel of hot water at his

feet, he dreamed of wa king up the crater ol
Mount Etna, and of feeling the ground warm
under him. He had at an early period of his
life visited Mount Vesuvius, and acirally fell
a strong sensation of warmth in bis feel
when wa king up the side of the ¢ ater; but
it was remarkabie that the dream was not of
Vesuvius, but of Eina, «f which be had only
read some traveller’s account. This was

robably from be la\ter impression having

een the more recent. =

The relationship existing between dreamn-
ing and insanity is really remarkabie, the
mental stalus guo of the former being exactly
tne same as that of the latier, especially when

erfectly developed into mania, that fs, the

Eeggar dreams being a king, and 8o over-
powering is his imagination thal reasonhas
entirely left hi», and he cannot by means of
intellect or judgment compare his rea’ positioy

]

ering other facts and thingsin eonnection with
it. I remember two interesti g specimens of
this kind: Two painters who enjoyed a high
professional emiience in Prussia, were very
ihuch occupied with the cons ruction of a
certain peculiar machine y of a very compli-
cated nature in the shape of a locomotive,
which shoald do away witn the présent artil-
lery, and in fact, they believed the destructive
power of their designed machine sogreat, that
(they actually imagined war would come to
|an end and general peace:be established.—
They corresponded with Eliliu Burritt,applied
to the Prussian and other German govern-
ment; bat, on an examination of thrir plans,
and Jelfgns by competent engiueers, the en-|
tire infeasableness and utter impossibility
was discovered. The two designera bad only
seen impoitant advantages, without consider-
ing or noticing the dificulties. So great,|
however, was iheir eccentricity in that par-
ticular point, that they could not be convinced
of their error, but continued their useless
speculative theories about a great, reformin:
infernal machine up to their end.

There are many other curiou+ and remark- |
able instances of this kind of insanity on!
recorv.” Samuel Warre , in his diary of a|
late physician, relates the following ci:cum-’
stance: “A bachelor fiirnd of wire, who
generally was of a very lively :*liap«:m.iti«:-n,,1
8 'nt for me, on day, bis negro servaat insinu-
a ingjihat his master was in great distress in
couse juence of his head having literally
turned round. On enterinz the bed room of
my friend. I said, “but pray, my dear sir,
when did this drea. ful accident happen?”

“Sit down. Doctor, and I will tell you.”—

Whereupon he commenced as follows:
“You know I have a plantation on the i<land
of Barbadoes. Well. last vight, 1 dreamt |
wag there,when all #.t once, a terrible tornado
arose, and while looking around to see the
destruction that was going on, my head w.s
gsudden'y seized by .a violent current of air
and literally turn+d, as you ean see for your-
gelf lsn't it shocking, lioctur?”?

“Very,” Ireplied dryly; ““.ut then, my dear
8ir, look ahrad, you will be well in a few
days.” Butbow can I? I am cbliged to
look backward all the time, and [ am actual-
ly a walking lie > To make the matter short,
the invalid was speedily cured, when he con-
fessed to his professional friend,that he feared
his mind bhad been rather out of order.§

Next to eccentricity comes lunacy, a violent
sort of insanity, wherein the patient is apt to
nse brutal force; it was su posed to be influ-

|

en-ed by the moon, hence the name lunacy,
Madness and

and confirmed stage. 4

* How many perhaps do knew that a drop
of water or a small, tiny leaf is the arena of
miniature worlds of busy microscopic insects,
enjoying themseives 1n the ratio of their intel-
ligence!

f Ept‘gmtrium, from the Greek gasier—the
belly, the abdomen; and the preposition, epi,
about, around,—signifies the region of the
stemach.

t Ignis fuluus, literally translated, signifies
an erring light, better known as a ‘ Jack o’
Lantern.” 1t is a fiery, el ctric exhalation of
swampy places. These phenomena, whichl
are apt to lead the unieltered, superstitious
wanderer frem the right road, are frequently
observed after a thunder-shower. 3

§ I quote the above article merely from
Mewory. .

NONSENSICALNESS OF SECTARIAN
SERMONIZING.

The following strictures on the effusions

'cotemporaries. It would be simply absurd in
the press of this country, which wields a
wider sweeping but far less jenetrating
weapon, to depreciate at on e the fashion
and the homely labor of Brighton, by which
Mr.Spurgeon rules the tbousands whom no
'vulgarity will disgust with earnest and
‘homely moral forcé, by which the Lord
| Bishop of Oxford compels attention and a
 pecuuniary ransom from the bright creatures
‘that rige so easily to his glittering. artificial
flies, cr by which even Dr. Cumming capti-
vates the classes whom faith has steeled
against the asirological auguries of Zadkiel,
Nor do we depreciate it. But we are con-
vinc d tiat most of the causes which have
degenerated the sermon, and w hich are rapidl
rendering it a mischeef instead of a benefit to
the present generation, are materially aggra-
vated when pot actually set in motion, by the
loss of that vo untary aud supplementary
character which ought to make it no part and

;parcel of publie w.rship, but a spontaneous

appendix toit—ana pendix which the clergy-
wan may either give or withhold according to
the resources of the week—and which the
con, re. ation wmay either attend or ignore,
according to their own state of mind and
thieir own estimate f the worth of t!.ese vol-
untary teachii gs,

It seems to us obvious that in one senge the
accidental impor ance which the sermon as-
sumed in Protestant countries at the Refor-
mation, when the mass of people had exceed-
ingly it tle personal knowledge of the primitive

| Form of the Hebrew ond Christian revelation,

has 1.0 proper applicaticn to the present day.
T'ihe cleigy were then in general the only
wedia for explaining the con ents of the Bible
to the people: and partly from the freshness
of these conients when frankly put tefore an
eager peo le, partly from the bolduess which
every great revolution inspires, partly from
the ssus- of responsibility accompanying so
great a task, nodoubt there was proportion-
ally much less of ste eotyped formnla and
sancltifi-d mannerism in the medium than
there is now. The clergyfeltthatthe sermon
was really subsidiary to the exposition of the
Bible, and tie weight of ther gospel toa
gheat extint drowned the egotism of their
personal impuitance. But now the clergy
have exceedingly little advantage over the
mass of bhe r hearers except .n opportunities
for colie ent s udy to baraucu which th y
have the disadvantage, growing rapidiy every
day, of belonging to a class almost isola ed
from the hviug though s of the world they
address. They find forms of speach ready to
their mouth which represent a world neither
buman nor divine, but rather shadows of botbh,
blended on a common field of view—a world

in which the carrent lang.age is seperated by !

generations of verbal definitien and conven
tional dectrine from ail direct contzcts with
spiritual things, and by the force of profess.
onal etiquette from ull direct contact with
actual buman hings.

What is the remedy for th s? Clearly, in
the firsy place, that clergymen shou!d be
taught to distinguish more clearly 'hemselvee,
and to teach laymen to divinguish broady
between their own thoughts and the revela-
tion they study and explain, There is nothing
more ce'eterious either for the prie:thood or
the people than the qnasi-sacred ch.racter
whi h.sgi e.w t.o.t aist netionto the whole
stredam of words which is ue from a pulpit,
wheiher they be so feolish as to ineult the
understan lings of all who hear, or so wise
astoop n and enlarge them. The first and
mc 8t obvious check to ineptiiude in the pulpit
i the divine pr.vile.e of Joing away without
any implied disrespect te the devotional
servi.e which prececds it; and the next most
obvious limitation to the same ineptitude ie
the divime right on the part of the clergyman

of abdicating the pulpit when he has nothing

of modern Sectarian preachers, or divines,|distincl to eay, witbout any »lur on his eha-

from the London Spectator, are more truth-|ra

ful than poe ical.

There is a growing f eling amongs® think-
ing wmen that the sermon institution, as st
present enforced, is altogether 1ntolerable,
chat it is an intellectual burden which more
or les ssps Lhe life of modern churches, aund
wore perthaps th n anything else intruduces
the dry-rot in ¢ocial worsh.p. We hold this
Lo be true, not because we are inasensiblete
.bhe peculiar ecapacities of the pulpit—not|
because we bhave falled to find in the higher
depariment of this great field of literaiure
mwuch of (he noblest anu most potent thought,
but because we hold that in cous que ce of
thie true aim of the sermon as a propeily vol-
aptary element in social worship—veluutary
both on the part of the pre eher and the

hearer—hbaving been lost sight, the whole
character of the institution kas been depraved.

cter as a devout and energetic pastor of his
p ople. It 18 sometLing simply monstro.s
that because a Christian wishes to pray with
his fellew-Clristians he should be enacted to
listen as a reliz ous duty to all the remarks of
any croupier of the juipit for the time being.
W.at is the result of 11? Why, iuthe first
place, that more than half the preachers come
to believe in their owu remarks, however
loolish and wild, as a part of the Christian
faith. How sbould it be otherwisc? The
see the same solemn deweanor; they hear no
sign f disse t; their remarks are never ques-
tioned; it is an unheard of thing for a Jayman
lo go up after service and say, ““‘that service
was inconsistent both with itself and with
fact ? as any one would not seruple to say
after a political or gcientific or literary lec-
ture. ‘Ihe absurdest fapatical dreams or the
boidest pla‘i'n es are sanctified by the game
apparent attent.on and assent which is com-

Few thinking Euglisom n, even of the present
generation, can have grown up witbhout re-
oguizing in some form tue influence «f the
‘ew great preachers of the age —those few
that can utter the ery that comes from the
vofinite gide o man’s na'ure. 1he bread and
.t tely, but painfully self-manipulated creed
of Fatbher Newman, the metapbysical depih

with the ‘istonar. one, henpce he is deceived)
believiig himself surrounded by all the pomp
and splendor of royalty, till the dream burst ;
—the maniac f ncies bimself an empero’,
with all the paraphernalia of that high po-
pition, and although his physical orgaus are
in full play, th « hallocination 18 by no means
corrected or removed by the sound of clink-
ing chains and the sight of his miserable
abade.

The fi'st mental derangement or transii
from a healthy staie is eccentricely which co -

and subtlety of Mr. Martiveau's religious!
psyehology, or the spiritnal ploughshare
witkeh M . Mau ice drives with irresistible
force right throughthe neatly-arrayed planta-
cions of human theory—have influenced in one

of thie present generation, and have irflu-
enced them for the most pa t thiough the
mediurm of sermons, On a lower lev 1 of
genius, though net necessar ly of practical
power, come & host of gthers who from the
pulpit have influenced, through some mediumn

pists in la . ing 00 much stress ou a swmall,

|

»c other, fine or coarse—or evil or good, or

trivial point ur circumstance, witbout tunsid- asually perhaps both —the conscience of their

manded by the forms of worship.

How can
the ordinary clergyman help gliding into Lhe
unreal fancy, first, Lthat Lis composil on is as
sacred as the Bible; next, that the Bible means
as little as his composition?

In tne next place, the result of this faclitious
sacredness of serinons is, that half the pecple

|gee the real inuver life of the O.d and New

‘Te tawment, ond of theirownd y, ~uly thiough

directionor another the most powerful minds,
loge all sense of sacredness in the volume of |

this dismal semi-opaque thought, and are
never stirred into breaking through it for
themselves. 1o distinguish v gorously be-
tween the blinding dust of half their teacher’s
moral fancies aud facts, they must lcarn to

sound issuing from the pulpit merely as such.
Tlis they have never yet done, because they
nave uever beem taught to listen with the
same independent judgzment—the same free-
dom to cease to listen—which they exercisein
all o her cases. Yet woy should a worlhy

man of limited capacity be permitted to dic_'

Y |*ny possibility of

|

!
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tate on infinite and eternal subjects, whese
authority would weigh Jittle or nothing on any
other? Why ar« we to listen, as we do every
Sunday, with grave acquiescence to the most
express statements as to the inner scenery of
Elijal’s mind when he was under the juniper
trees, or the motives which induced Bailaam to
keep Balak’s messencers for another night,
or the reason why twelve baskets of fragments
wire taken up after ore miracu'ous feast, and
only seven after another, or why St. Paul left
bis cloak &t Troas, or the rationale of infant
baptism, orthe causes why there were no
bishops once, and why they were appointed
for our sins, or any olher of the many ques-
tivns we weekly hear decided for us without
: protest—why are we to
listen patiently to all these faneiful ez cathedra
explanations from men whose yeasons for
supporting a political eandidate for Parlia-
2?{;; “:aaf' quﬁ ;car}cely u'etilgh at all, and
‘e mig ecline to
ethics of family Lif. ? Kb e
Surely the remedy for these things is simple
—the de-consecration of sermons. There are
portions of the religious service itself which
usage has cepera ed from the rest—portions
whbich, likeé the celebration of the commun on,
have far more claim on men than the private.
cpinions of the officiating ‘priest. Why not,
then, make the serm' n what it ought to ge-a
matter of free choice both in preacher and
audience? I this were so, the preacher
would only ¢peak when he had something
that seemed to him of weight, and the hearer
would only attend when he had reasen to
expect something worth attention. Both
would be infinite gainers by disscociating a
compogition of no more intrinsic value than
the speaker’s own mind from thig delusive
asgociation with the words which breathe
the wants of centuries, and the aets which
reveal the mind of God.
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THE CARTEL OF 1812.

The agreement of Gen, Dix with the Con-
federate authorities for a general exchange of
prisoners i3 based on the cartel of 1812, It
provides for precisely the pame system of ex-
change as has been in force in the Weste'n
Department since March }ast, when Gen.
Halleck, by direction of Major General Mec-
Clellan,” ordered that it be substituted for
that of general order No.30.” The provia-
ions are as fo lows:

=

General ccmmander-in-chief, or admiral—
sixty men.

Lieutenant General, or vice admiral—forty
men, -

Major General, or rear admiral—thirty men.

Brigadier General, or commodore, with a
broad pennant, and a captain under him—
twenty men.

Colonel, or ca
~fifteen men,

Lientenant Colonel, or captain of a fr'gate
—ten men.

Major, or commander of a sloop-of-war,
bomb ketch, fire ship or packet—eight men.

Captain, or lieutepant or master —six men.

Lieutenant, or master’s mate—four men.

Sab-lieutenant, or ensign, or midshipman,
warrant officer, masters of merchant vessels
and captains of private armed wyesse's—three
mf“l

Non-commissioned officers, or lientenants
and mates of private armed vessels, mates of
merchant vessels and all petty officers of
ghips-of-war--two men.

rivate soldiers or seam-n—one man.

ptain of a line-of-battle-ship

e A—

Tar Anmies or Evrere —It is enough to
make onec despair of the progress of mankind
to find that something like 4,000,000 men are
under arms. Here is a list: Army of Austria,

T38,344; Prussia, 719,092; Russia, 850 000:
France, 626,000; Great ﬁritnin I.:'Id Indil:
534,827; Denmark, Sweden, Spain, Portugs|
and Italy, 300,497; total, 3,771,760, The eost
of maintaining, clothirg and paying these
men, at the low average of £40 per head is
£150,060,000 per annum. The laborcf 3,771,-
760 able-bodied men cannot be calculated as

producing less than £120,000,000 per annum,

Y |so that virtually between the cost of their

maintenance and what they ought to produce,
were tieir labor utilized, there is a difference
of something like £300,000,000 a year.—[Lon-
don Paper.
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Ovun Losses 1N THE WEsT.— A correspond-
ent of the New York Tribune makes a ttate-
ment from official sources, ti:at the losses in
the Western armies amount to €3,5C0—no
less than one-third the force in the field on
the 1st of N.vember last. The loss in the
battles of Belment, Mill Spring, Feort Dorel-
son and Pea Ridge, excepling those slightly
wounded and returned todu'y, is estimated at
18,000; in minor engagements 3,000; by dis-
t-a;&:{’(dead and absent), 40,000; dis-Larged,
2" W

It is difficult to see the wisdom of forever
harping upon great losses of men and the ex-
ceasive cost of ,the war, ‘The time fo count
the coat was b fore the war commwenced, and
now we have to look abead.—[Journai of
Commerce.
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JUVENILE ANTICIPATION.— A juvenile apoye
tery b Ianfing toa primary sch. ol in Mancheg-
ter, N. I., boasted to his playfelions the
other day, ‘hat e would by and by becane
the fortunate possessor of an imporfant
article of yonthful aspiration, “My fa her,”

says he, “bas gone o the war, and if he geta
killed I am going to have his fish-line.”



